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WHAT’S IT GONNA BE? 

PREDICTING THE NEXT NEW ADDITIONS 
TO THE AVIFAUNA OF NEW YORK-A REDUX 

Doug Gochfeld 

fresha2411 @aol.com 

I can state with an incredible degree of confidence that a Kiwi will not show up 
of its own accord in New York State. On the other end of the spectrum, it seems 
like only a matter of time before Black-chinned Hummingbird shows up, or 
more realistically, is detected and documented. The other 9,500 species in the 
world that haven’t occurred in NYS lie between those two extremes, in a vast 
gulf of varying probabilities, many of which are non-zero. There are so many 
factors that go into which new species are found, that limiting your selection to 
only 10 of those is a seemingly futile effort, and one that can’t be 100% 
accurate. 

This is essentially an exercise in perspective and perception. It has to do as 
much with what is going through birders’ minds, as it has to do with the factors 
that actually compel vagrants to show up in New York. 

Some lists contained detailed reasoning for some of these species, and the 
factors that went into various people’s thought processes included: birding 
coverage in specific habitats, ease of identification of species, recent changes in 
distribution, and the bird lists of surrounding states. 

Many of these were explored in greater depth in the 2010 Kingbird article 
about the next 10 species to show up in New York (Gochfeld 2010), as were a 
few other factors contributing to birds’ additions to the NYS checklist, and I 
won’t re-hash them here, but suffice it to say that there are enough factors that 
go into it so as to make it virtually impossible to predict the next additions with 
a high degree of confidence. Despite this, we once again are trying our darndest! 

Assessment of the 2010 Predictions 

Any list of predictions such as this one will eventually beg a reckoning, so five 
years later, it’s time to see how the field did in regards to its predictions from 
2010. Sixteen species not previously on the New York State checklist have 
occurred since 2010 (of these two recent ones, Crested Caracara, and Little 
Egret, are still awaiting evaluation by the New York State Avian Records 
Committee (NYSARC), and so are not officially on the NYS checklist). Of 
those sixteen, ten were correctly predicted by at least one participant in the last 
go-around, and nine of those ten were voted on by at least three people. On the 
face of it, this seems like a pretty decent hit rate, but delving in a little deeper 
shows that the preponderance of people’s most confident picks failed to follow 
through on their apparent promise of imminent detected vagrancy to New York. 
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Among the top 10 guesses, only three have shown up. Among these were 
the overwhelming favorite, Little Egret, which was, as of this writing, the latest 
new species to be reliably reported [but see postscript!-Ed.]. Although Little 
Egret had not yet been added to state list when this survey was carried out, it 
was declared ineligible for voting this time around because of its well- 
documented appearance. The other two, Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, and 
Hermit Warbler, came in at 7th and 8th place, respectively, though the former 
did have the highest intensity of preference (average rank for lists on which it 
appears, among species appearing on at least three lists). The Whistling-Duck 
was an interesting case of a bird that was apparently not on a broad swath of 
people’s radars (eight lists total), but was strongly favored by those who were 
thinking about it, with an average rank of 8 across these eight lists. Two more 
examples of this pattern, one of which did end up occurring, were Black-browed 
Albatross, which equaled Black-bellied Whistling-Duck’s average rank of 8 per 
list, on the four checklists it was included on; and Kirtland’s Warbler, which had 
an average rank of 7.5 across four lists. Kirtland’s Warbler has now occurred 
twice in the interim, as has a bird ranked a few places ahead of it, Common 
Ground-Dove. This species appeared on six lists, with an average rank of 7 
points per list, which translates into the 4th highest preference value). Five more 
species that were included on at least one list have already occurred: Band-tailed 
Pigeon (4 lists/4.75 avg.), Fea’s Petrel (4/4.5), Neotropic Cormorant (3/6.3), 
Virginia’s Warbler (3/6.3), and Elegant Tern (1/4). 

In terms of foresight, Shawn Billerman outpaced all other contributors, with 
no fewer than six of his ten predicted species having appeared. Honorable 
mention must also go to Mike Bochnik (five correct predictions), and to Brent 
Bomkamp, Heydi Lopes, and Sean Sime (four correct predictions each). 

Now comes the real fun stuff, the species that apparently came completely 
out of left field (though not necessarily in hindsight). These were, in order of 
occurrence, Gray-hooded Gull, Grace’s Warbler, Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, 
Willow Ptarmigan, Couch’s Kingbird, and Crested Caracara. Of these, hindsight 
tells us that there was a reasonable precedent for at least three. Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch has several Ontario records and even an old, unconfirmed report 
from western New York, from 30 January 1923 (Beardslee and Mitchell 1965). 
It is notable that this species ultimately occurred TWICE in New York, at 
widely separated locations, in quick succession. Similarly, Willow Ptarmigan 
has a history of vagrancy to Maine, and southern Quebec and Ontario, and also 
has at least one possibly correct prior New York record, from Lewis County 
(very close to where the 2014 record occurred), from 22 May 1876 (Bull 1974). 
Crested Caracara didn’t have as much of a history of vagrancy at the time, but it 
was at the very beginning of the recent country-wide northward explosion of the 
species. 

The other three (Gray-hooded Gull, Grace’s Warbler, and Couch’s 
Kingbird) were firmly in the “MEGA” department, with each having virtually 
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no records in the eastern United States (and Gray-hooded Gull only having one 
previous record for the entire ABA area). 

Methods 

Once again, a suite of birders was asked to submit a list of the next ten new 
species they thought would be added to the New York State checklist, in order 
of likelihood. The respondents were drawn from a large geographic swath of 
New York State and included a few select experts who don’t currently live in 
New York, but have a strong knowledge of the distributions of the species that 
could show up. A total of 30 people contributed lists: Shawn Billerman, Shane 
Blodgett, Mike Bochnik, Jeff Bolsinger, P. A. Buckley, Thomas W. Burke, 
Willie D’Anna, Glen Davis, Joe DiCostanzo, Andrew Farnsworth, Corey Finger, 
Brendan Fogarty, Doug Futuyma, Doug Gochfeld, Andy Guthrie, Marshall Iliff, 
Tom Johnson, Dave Klauber, Bob Kurtz, Paul Lehman, Tony Leukering, Heydi 
Lopes, Jay McGowan, S. S. Mitra, Jim Pawlicki, Tom Reed, Sean Sime, 
Benjamin Van Doren, Drew Weber, Angus Wilson. 

As was done last time, species were ranked by both overall popularity (the 
number of lists featuring each species) and intensity of preference (the sum of 
ranks assigned to each species). The product of these two numbers yields an 
index that closely tracks both popularity and preference; its advantage is that it 
compensates for situations where the other two measures are strongly at odds 
with each other, such as when a species is included on many lists but always at 
low rank, or on just a single list but at very high rank. Thus a species selected by 
three contributors at low ranks of 2, 1, and 1 would achieve an index of 12 and 
would not be eclipsed by a species ranked highly at 9 by a single contributor. 

The 2015 Top 10 

Unlike previous iterations of this exercise (e.g., Gochfeld 2010), which have 
yielded a consensus #1 prediction in the form of Little Egret, this year the race 
for the top spot was much closer. Detailed discussion is presented here for the 
ten most highly ranked species. Full voting data are presented for these, and for 
the rest of the 25 most highly ranked species, in Table 1. Summary data are also 
provided for the 41 other species receiving votes in Table 2. 

In the accounts below, the first number represents the number of lists 
featuring the species, out of the total of 30 (#); the second number is the sum of 
ranks assigned to each species, with 10 being highest and 1 lowest (sum); the 
third number is the average rank for the species on lists that included the species 
(preference); and the fourth number is an index computed as the product of # 
and sum. 

1. Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri (19, 137,7.2, 2603). 

It’s not much of a surprise that a hummingbird is coming in at Number 1 this 
time around, and Black-chinned makes a lot of sense given its widespread range 
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in the West, where it acts as the default hummingbird in many places, much like 
Ruby-throated in the East. Always highly ranked, and 4th place in 2010, the 
biggest issue with Black-chinned is largely the question “if and when it shows 
up, will it be recognized as such?” There are records of Black-chinned for 
several surrounding states, including Massachusetts (3+ records), New Jersey 
(4), and Pennsylvania (1), as well as West Virginia, Washington D.C., and 
Virginia. The likeliest way for one of these to be located is for one to show up in 
October or November at either someone’s personal home hummingbird feeder, 
or at one of the classic late fall spots, such as Lenoir Preserve in Westchester 
County, or one of the Botanic Gardens around the New York City-Metropolitan 
area. Excellent photos and/or capture and banding with measurements would be 
greatly desired in order to confirm it as this species, rather than the very similar 
Ruby-throated. 

2. Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina (19, 121, 6.4, 2299). 

This common swallow of the western United States has been recorded (perhaps 
surprisingly) very few times east of the Great Plains. Like many or most of the 
species in the top ten, the lack of records could have a lot to do with under¬ 
detection due to its similarity with other species that occur more frequently in 
the region. In this case, it looks a lot like Tree Swallow. Multiple records from 
Massachusetts (2+), and New Jersey (3+, all Cape May) indicate that this 
explanation is plausible in this case. Ontario also has multiple records, and it has 
also been recorded in eastern Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Florida. Interestingly, 
the regional records of this species have been from March, April, May, August, 
September, October, and November. This shows that vigilance at any time of 
year when swallows occur is of the utmost importance when hoping to detect 
this species. The large late fall Tree Swallow aggregations at places like Jones 
Beach State Park and other locations along the Long Island barrier beaches 
seems like a logical place to look, but this (much like the hummingbirds) could 
show up ANYWHERE in the state, from Niagara to Montauk. Spring swallow 
aggregations on insect-rich ponds across the state seem a fine bet too. 

3. Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus (17, 120, 7.1, 2040). 

This widespread Tyrannus of the tropics and the southwestern USA has multiple 
subspecies that could show up in the Northeast. There has been an upward trend 
in the occurrence of Tropical Kingbirds in the Northeast in the last two decades, 
but there still aren’t THAT many records. Connecticut, Massachusetts (2+), 
Maine, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Ontario all have records of their own. Most 
of these sightings are skewed to the Atlantic coast in October or November. Two 
very interesting exceptions were the late June record from Philadelphia in 2013, 
and the May 1975 record from Bermuda. Again, identification is an issue here, 
as proven by the very similar looking Couch’s Kingbird that showed up in 
Manhattan during winter of 2014-2015, and even the other less similar, but still 
similar, yellow-bellied kingbirds, Western and Cassin’s. Given the late fall 
tendency of the records of this species in the Northeast, look for this bird to 
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Table 1. Predicted additions to the New York State Checklist—continued. 
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Table 2. More predicted additions to the New York State Checklist. 


Species 

# 

Sum 

Pref 

Rank 

Contributors 

Arctic Loon 

3 

16 

5.3 

25 

BFo, TLe, DWe 

Dusky Flycatcher 

3 

14 

4.7 

26 

PAB, BKu, SSi 

Shiny Cowbird 

3 

11 

3.7 

27 

JDC, AFa, BFo 

White Wagtail 

3 

10 

3.3 

28 

CFi, AGu, PLe 

Lucy’s Warbler 

3 

9 

3.0 

29 

AFa, PLe, SSi 

Greylag Goose 

3 

9 

3.0 

29 

PAB, DGo, SSi 

Hooded Oriole 

3 

8 

2.7 

31 

CFi, AGu, TJo 

Sprague’s Pipit 

3 

8 

2.7 

31 

MBo, TWB, JMc 

Common Swift 

2 

12 

6.0 

31 

GDa, HLo 

Common Redshank 

2 

12 

6.0 

31 

DFu, BKu 

McCown's Longspur 

2 

12 

6.0 

31 

TWB, DWe 

Glaucous-winged Gull 

2 

11 

5.5 

36 

BFo, MJI 

Kelp Gull 

2 

11 

5.5 

36 

BFo, JPa 

Eurasian Kestrel 

3 

7 

2.3 

38 

CFi, BKu 

Red-throated Pipit 

2 

10 

5.0 

39 

GDa, DGo 

Cape Verde Shearwater 

2 

10 

5.0 

39 

DK1, SSM 

Lesser Goldfinch 

2 

9 

4.5 

41 

DK1, BKu 

Vaux's Swift 

2 

7 

3.5 

42 

CFi, DWe 

White-tailed Hawk 

2 

7 

3.5 

42 

DK1, DWe 

Whiskered Tem 

2 

6 

3.0 

44 

TWB, HLo 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird 

2 

5 

2.5 

45 

MBo, DFu 

Mottled Duck 

2 

5 

2.5 

45 

TLe, TRe 

Pacific Wren 

1 

9 

9.0 

47 

CFi 

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher 

2 

4 

2.0 

48 

DGo, TRe 

Common Pochard 

1 

7 

7.0 

49 

DWe 

Bulwer's Petrel 

1 

6 

6.0 

50 

JDC 

Grey Heron 

1 

5 

5.0 

51 

DFu 

Tundra Bean Goose 

1 

5 

5.0 

51 

BKu 

Common Greenshank 

1 

4 

4.0 

53 

DFu 

Common Snipe 

1 

3 

3.0 

54 

CFi 

Brown Skua 

1 

3 

3.0 

54 

AWi 

Variegated Flycatcher 

1 

2 

2.0 

56 

SB1 

Inca Dove 

1 

2 

2.0 

56 

AGu 

Bronzed Cowbird 

1 

2 

2.0 

56 

SSM 

Green Jay 

1 

1 

1.0 

59 

MBo 

Eurasian Hobby 

1 

1 

1.0 

59 

HLo 

Black Swift 

1 

1 

1.0 

59 

BVD 

Squacco Heron 

1 

1 

1.0 

59 

TJo 

Masked Booby 

1 

1 

1.0 

59 

SB1 

Short-tailed Hawk 

1 

1 

1.0 

59 

TLe 


# = the number of lists featuring the species; sum = sum of ranks assigned to each 
species, with 10 being highest and 1 lowest; pref = the average rank for the species on 
lists that included the species. Species are ranked by an index computed as the product of 

# and sum. Contributors are named in the Methods section. 
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show up some time between mid-October and mid-November, somewhere in 
Region 10, likely on Long Island. Upstaters should check any farms, ponds, or 
any other open spaces with aggregations of insects in the later fall. 

4. Allen’s Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin (15, 124, 8.3, 1860). 

See above for #1, Black-chinned Hummingbird. At least Allen’s Hummingbird 
doesn’t have as much of a danger of being identified as a Ruby-throated, so 
would be flagged as a notable bird by most birders and experienced feeder 
watchers in the state. However, separation of Allen’s from Rufous 
Hummingbird is typically even more difficult than that of Black-chinned from 
Ruby-throated. Despite this, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania each have at least 
five records of this species, and Cape May, NJ has three. The same places 
mentioned above, where Black-chinned could occur, apply for Allen’s, and 
banding with measurements are especially necessary to confirm this. Short of 
capture or procurement of a specimen, the only supportive documentation that 
could help to resolve this identification is good and unambiguous photos of the 
spread tail. 

5. European Golden-Plover Pluvialis apricaria (18, 95, 5.3, 1710). 

This great looking shorebird of Europe has a long history of vagrancy to 
maritime Canada. It also looks similar enough to American Golden-Plover that it 
could be passed over in many situations, including at the great distance that 
many Golden-Plovers in the state are seen, and in more favorable viewing 
situations by those not thinking about it as a possibility. Since 2008 there are 
records in Maine, New Jersey, and Delaware. Interestingly, these records are all 
from the southbound shorebird migration, between mid-July and October. 
Newfoundland gets the vast bulk of its records, including an influx of over 225 
individuals in 2014, in spring, from April and May. With this dichotomy, it 
seems that there are multiple chances through the year for one of these to occur. 
Montauk or elsewhere on eastern Long Island seems like the best bet for a 
spring bird, while a fall bird could show up anywhere where there is good 
upland shorebird habitat. It’s likely even a possibility later in the fall into 
December, as with Northern Lapwings. 

6. Barolo Shearwater Puffinus baroli (15, 110, 7.3 1650). 

This shearwater is typically seen in eastern Atlantic Ocean waters off of NW 
Africa. However, it also likely regularly occurs in deep water off the shelf south 
of New England and Maritime Canada in August, given recent encounters with 
it in this region, despite fairly limited coverage of these far offshore waters. 
There are two well documented offshore records for Massachusetts, and at least 
one (of 4 individuals!) farther to the east off Nova Scotia, all in August, and all 
since 2007. Other records are a specimen that crashed into the Sable Island 
lighthouse on September 1, 1896, and a couple of other sight reports in late 
September 2003. It could be a confusion species with other small dark and white 
shearwaters such as Manx and Audubon’s, but good photos should clinch the 


The Kingbird 2016 March; 66 (1) 


9 


ID. Increased pelagic coverage of appropriate waters off of New York could 
eventually turn this species up. That said, because of generally poor coverage, 
we don’t have an understanding of just how far west it regularly occurs, so it 
may be more of a long shot than is thought, or even more likely. In any event, 
your best bet to see this bird in New York State is likely to get on a pelagic trip 
in August or September visiting warm waters between the Hudson Canyon and 
Block Canyon. 

7. Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus (13, 97, 7.5, 1261). 

The map of occurrence for this southern and western breeding species is a 
scattershot across the Northeast straddling New York, so it seems like only a 
matter of time. It has occurred in the region from May into October, with more 
records close to the NY border in western NY than along the coast. It has 
occurred just across Lake Ontario, on the coast of Ontario, multiple times (May 
and June), and has also occurred just over the border on Lake Erie at Presque 
Isle State Park in Pennsylvania (June and July). It has also occurred along the 
Connecticut coast in October, and off Cape Cod, in Massachusetts, in June. The 
best time and place for this species is likely May or June at shorebird habitat 
right along Lakes Erie and Ontario, but as usual, don’t count out the Long Island 
beaches during either spring, or in the southbound migration. 

8. Bermuda Petrel (Cahow) Pterodroma cahow (12, 85,7.1, 1020). 

Another pelagic species that we know is out there, Bermuda Petrel is different 
from Barolo Shearwater in one very notable way: it has a tiny worldwide 
population. With so few birds in the population as a whole to draw from, you 
might think that it is ludicrous to predict this species, but its distribution is 
potentially more favorable than that of Barolo. There is data from geolocators 
recovered from Cahows on the breeding grounds that indicates that the species 
regularly gets close to New York waters, and some of the points taken from the 
devices have placed the species within New York waters (though due to the 
margin of error on these trackers, we don’t know definitively where they were). 
This species is seen in the Gulf Stream off of Cape Hatteras in late May, and 
there are also other records scattered throughout the summer. Any late spring or 
summer month pelagic trip to deep New York waters has the potential to net one 
of these most wanted birds. 

9. Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis (9, 49, 5.4,441). 

It’s been a nearly annual winter visitor in Newfoundland for a while now, and 
there are accepted records as far south as Massachusetts. New York has some 
really good gull spots, including the gull mecca that is Niagara Falls. While a 
young bird would be hard to prove, given their similarities with young Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls and Herring Gulls, good photos of an adult (including 
spread-wing, given the spectre of hybrid Herring x Lesser Black-backed Gulls) 
would be the most likely way to add this to the state list. The Long Island coast, 
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Niagara Falls, and interior NYS garbage dumps and other large gull aggregation 
spots all hold potential for this species, and so you can look for this in the winter 
no matter where you are in the state! 

10. Carolina Chickadee Poecile carolinensis (8, 48, 6.0,384). 

Definitely the bird whose native range is most proximal to New York State, 
Carolina Chickadee occurs within sight of New York’s Kingbird Region 10. The 
issue with this species is two-fold: difficulty of identification, and lack of strong 
dispersal and migration. Staten Island is the place to look (and listen!) for these, 
and any time of year seems perfectly plausible, so you can even get out there 
and look right now! 


Changes in Perception from 2010 

There were nine species that jumped up at least 20 places between the 2010 
voting and the 2015 voting. There were also a slew of species appearing on lists 
this time around that were completely passed over in 2010, including two 
species in the new top 20. 

The most noticeable jumps within the new top 10 were made by two 
seabirds, Barolo Shearwater, and Bermuda Petrel (Cahow). Barolo Shearwater 
jumped from 33rd place in 2010, to 6th place in 2015, while Cahow made the 
jump from 49th to 8th. This reflects both a recent improvement of our 
understanding of the distribution of these two species in the northwestern 
Atlantic, as well as better birding coverage of apparently appropriate sections of 
New York waters (there still aren’t many trips, but there is certainly more 
coverage now than there had been). Garganey and Prairie Falcon also made a 
Barolo-like jump, going from tied for 38th place to 13th, and 11th places, 
respectively. The explanation for the Garganey jump could perhaps have been a 
result of birders’ changing perceptions about the provenance of apparently 
vagrant waterfowl, though awareness of several recent records from the region 
could be a strong contributing factor as well [see postscript!]. 

Because 16 birds showed up in the interim, and 10 were species that were 
on people’s lists, a built-in jump was already expected for most species, which 
explains why there were relatively few dramatic decreases. Variegated 
Flycatcher and Green Violetear were two species that took noticeable falls, 
though Green Violetear is an interesting case on its own, since it still appeared 
on over a quarter of lists (11th place), but was ranked fairly low on most of 
those lists, making its composite score fairly low. 

Aside from the big jumps of Barolo Shearwater and Bermuda Petrel, most 
of the top 10 was actually remarkably similar. Of the seven eligible species 
remaining from the 2010 top 10 (three species occurred in the interim and were 
no longer eligible for voting), six remained in the top 10 this time around: 
Black-chinned Humingbird (4th to 1st), Violet-green Swallow (10th to 2nd), 
Tropical Kingbird (steady at 3rd), Allen’s Hummingbird (2nd to 4th), European 
Golden-Plover (9th to 5th), and Yellow-legged Gull (6th to 9th). Only the 
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aforementioned Violetear dropped out, and the only new additions were the two 
tubenoses just mentioned, plus Snowy Plover (moving from 17th to 7th) and 
Carolina Chickadee (moving from 14th to 10th). 

The two most notable species that were completely ignored on lists from 
2010, but had a fairly strong backing this time around were Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow (18th), and Zone-tailed Hawk (22nd). Both of these species have 
occurred as vagrants (or at least as potential wild vagrants) close to New York 
multiple times over the past few years. Eurasian Tree Sparrow was seen almost 
within sight of New York, just across the Niagara River, as well as in Cape May, 
New Jersey, while Zone-tailed Hawk has now been recorded in Massachusetts 
multiple times, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Nova Scotia, and twice in Cape May, 
just in 2014 and 2015. In 2015, the bird that was seen in Connecticut and Cape 
May assuredly passed through New York, going undetected. Prior to these 
recent records, neither species had much of a history of documented vagrancy to 
the immediate area, though the Tree Sparrow has been expanding its range and 
population in the Midwest fairly steadily over the past decade or more. 

Postscript 

During the time that this article has been in preparation, but following the 
closure of voting, two predicted species have already occurred in New York, and 
are pending review: Garganey (ranked 13) and Bronzed Cowbird (ranked 56). 
Remarkably, the rate at which new species are being found in New York does 
not appear to be diminishing. Furthermore, although there are clearly random 
factors at play in influencing exactly which species appear where and in what 
order, there are also orderly processes, amenable to analysis, that will continue 
to fascinate us. As suggested above, there are innumerable combinations of site 
and season to explore—and not all of these are exotic or intensely birded. Four 
of the least expected recent additions have been in the dense urbanity of 
Brooklyn and Manhattan—and in summer and winter no less. That kind of track 
record proves that where the eyes are out searching, the birds will be found. 
Wherever you are, whenever you read these words, the next first record could 
well be within your grasp. 
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The Peregrine Falcon {Falco peregrinus ) has a long association with New York 
City (NYC) and the birders of the five boroughs. Here we present a short 
account of the first Peregrine Falcons to nest on a site overlooking Central Park. 
We also briefly summarize the history of Peregrine Falcons on Manhattan Island 
(New York County), with emphasis on the mid-town area between 34 th and 72 nd 
Streets. 

The earliest record we could find of Peregrine Falcons in NYC was an 
overwintering bird at the Brooklyn Bridge in 1890 (Anonymous 1890). In the 
early 20 th century, birders were already on the lookout for the occasional 
Peregrine Falcons in Manhattan (Clarke 1912). Peregrines continued to winter in 
NYC throughout the first half of the 20 th century. Herbert and Herbert (1965) 
wrote, “By 1946 the number of wintering Peregrines in Manhattan and the 
Bronx had risen to 16, but by 1952 the number had dropped to 7. Females 
dominated the New York skyscrapers and appeared to have territorial 
attachments for certain buildings.” More recently, Peregrine Falcons have been 
observed hunting migrating birds at night at the Empire State Building, 
occasionally in spring, and more commonly from August through October 
(DeCandido and Allen 2006). 

From 1943-1946, Peregrine Falcons first nested in Manhattan, at the St. 
Regis Hotel (55th Street and 5th Avenue). In 1943 young were fledged, but by 
1946 the young Peregrines were removed because the noise they made bothered 
some of the tenants. Rosalie Edge, who did much to establish the Hawk 
Mountain Sanctuary, was the person who removed the young birds from the nest 
cornice outside the penthouse of actress Olivia de Havilland (Furmansky 2009). 
In total, from 1943-1953, this pair of Peregrines hatched four clutches of eggs 
on two mid-town buildings. At another nest site in Manhattan in June 1945, two 
recently fledged Peregrines were captured near their nest on West End Avenue 
at 72 nd Street (Anonymous 1945). These birds were removed by employees of 
the ASPCA. One was kept by the ASPCA and the other went on display at the 
Central Park Zoo. 
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Among those studying New York’s Peregrines was Joseph Hickey, one of 
the founding members of the Bronx County Bird Club in the 1920s (Farrand 
1991). Hickey (1969) described the species’ decline and extirpation in the 
eastern United States during the mid 20 th century. This was followed by an 
extensive project at Cornell University to re-establish Peregrines as a breeding 
bird in the eastern United States (Cade 1974). As part of this re-introduction 
program, the first Peregrines were released in NYC on 29 July 1980 on the 
Manhattan Life Insurance Company Building on 57 th Street between 6 th and 7 th 
Avenues (Spencer 1980). In the spring of 1983, Peregrine Falcons were 
discovered nesting at two NYC bridges, the Verrazano Narrows and the Throgs 
Neck (Frank 1994). 

Since 2012, about 12-18 Peregrine pairs have nested annually in NYC. This 
is likely the largest urban Peregrine population in the world, with some pairs 
nesting less than one kilometer apart (Loucks 1998). Most nests are located on 
bridges, and most are within 100 meters of a large body of water such as the 
Hudson River, East River, Long Island Sound, etc. New York County has the 
largest number of nest sites of the five boroughs: 4-8 pairs breed on Manhattan 
Island each year. Most, if not all of these pairs remain on territory year-round. 

In late 2010, a pair of Peregrine Falcons took up residence at the southwest 
part of Central Park, Manhattan at 25 Central Park West between 62nd and 63rd 
Streets, known as the Century building (Figure 1, p. 43). In spring 2011, the 
female laid several eggs in a small (0.5 meters wide), east facing ledge of the 
32 nd floor of the south tower of the building. The nest is positioned so that it is 
shielded from hot afternoon sun as well as strong westerly winds and storms. 
The eggs did not hatch, probably because they were laid on the bare cement of 
this small terrace (a ledge with a sunken well): in rainy weather, the small 
terrace would partially flood. In 2012, no eggs were laid here, but adults were 
present. In February 2013, gravel was placed on the nest ledge by the owners of 
the apartment, and two different sets of eggs were laid; the first clutch of three in 
early April; and the second clutch in early May, the last egg laid on 8 May 2013. 
However, none of the eggs hatched. The NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYS-DEC) collected one of the unhatched eggs of the second 
clutch, and after lab analysis concluded that it was infertile. 

In the winter of 2013-14, a nest box was secured on the ledge and the 
bottom filled with gravel. Four eggs were laid beginning on 2 April. Two of the 
four eggs ultimately hatched, both on 10 May, approximately 11 hours apart (at 
approx. 1000 am and 0900 pm). The young male left the nest on Day 39 (18 
June). Young male Peregrines average 39-46 days to fledge after hatching 
(Palmer 1988). Females average 41-49 days to leave the nest (Palmer 1988): the 
young female fledged on Day 43 (22 June). Upon making its first flight, the 
male was not seen again until 9 July. The young female was seen regularly 
within 0.5 km of the nest at least until 8 July. Both of the young birds and the 
adults were seen together in late July. 
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What is the provenance of the adult Peregrines at the 2014 nest? The female 
is unbanded (Fig. 2, p. 44). From looking closely at feather molt and plumage 
patterns, particularly the dark markings on her cheeks, we believe that she is 
most likely the same bird that appeared at this site in 2011. Photos from 2011 
taken by L. Marcus show the female was mostly in adult plumage, but retained 
some first-year (brownish) feathers—indicating that this falcon was hatched in 
spring 2010. 

The adult male (Fig. 3, p. 44) is the second since this nest site was 
established in 2011. The current male has a US Fish and Wildlife band (2206- 
42367) on his right leg, and two separate color bands (black over green band 
with silver code 04 over AW) on the left leg. He was banded by C. Nadareski 
of the NYC DEP at Riverside Church (New York County) on 27 May 2011, 
making this male a little over three years old. He probably replaced the original 
male sometime in 2012. Both adults have remained roosting within 50 m of the 
nest throughout the year from 2012 to the present. 

Perhaps the most salient feature of these Peregrines is how tolerant they are 
of humans. From 2012 through 2014, the nest building underwent major 
renovations, with workers on scaffolding on all faces of the building for much of 
the year. Building management networked with the apartment owners to keep 
work done near the nest site to a minimum during incubation and the nestling 
stages. However, with all the human-related activity on the outside of the 
building, and people inside the building sometimes visible to the Peregrines 
through the adjacent glass windows, the adults and young Peregrines became 
habituated to people. In 2014, these birds rarely reacted to the movement of 
people nearby, continuing their behavior (preening, sleeping, feeding young, 
etc.) with no signs of distress or alteration of their behavior. 

Observation of prey delivery to the nest and prey remains in the nest box, 
indicated that much of the diet consisted of Rock Pigeons ( Columba lima) from 
April through June 2014. The adult male brought smaller items including 
European Starling ( Sturnus vulgaris ; beginning in May juveniles made up the 
bulk of the starling prey); House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus ); and rarely, 
American Goldfinch ( Spinus tristis). The female was seen capturing Rock 
Pigeons in flight over Columbus Circle in late May and June. Other prey 
occasionally captured included Blue Jay ( Cyanocitta cristata ) and Northern 
Flicker ( Colaptes auratus ). On 17 June, the male brought two Chimney Swifts 
(Chaetura pelagica ) to the nest within an hour. In Pennsylvania, the state 
biologist in charge of monitoring Peregrine Falcons there stated that he had 
never observed Peregrines capture Chimney Swifts in flight, nor seen their prey 
remains at any of the 40 or so nest sites in that state (fide A. McMorris). 

As biologists we try to observe and document as reliably as possible the 
most salient facts about the birds we study here in New York City. We were 
unprepared for the drama that began to unfold in mid-June 2014 surrounding the 
Peregrines we had been studying above Central Park. 
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We were aware that the owners of the apartment where the Peregrines were 
nesting had not applied for a permit from the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Board to put up a nest box on their small planting ledge, nor had 
they consulted the Board of the building, the landmarked Century 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Century_(Central_Park_West,_Manhattan). 
We were also aware that the policy of the Endangered Species Unit of the NYS- 
DEC was to discourage Peregrines from nesting at private residences and to 
encourage these falcons to nest on public or corporate-sponsored buildings. 
Indeed, one of us (rdc) was contacted in 2013 and chastised by a senior official 
of the NYS-DEC after learning that advice had been given to the owners of the 
apartment in the Century building on how to build and properly site a Peregrine 
nest box. We subsequently learned that the NYS-DEC prefers Peregrines to nest 
on public buildings because they can have easy access to the nest to band the 
young, etc. On the other hand, when Peregrines nest at a private residence, the 
owners are under no obligation to allow access to anyone from the NYS-DEC or 
other agencies. However, in spring 2014 we encouraged (and the owners of the 
apartment readily agreed) to allow access multiple times to DEC employees. 

In mid-June 2014, just before the young Peregrines fledged, Joseph Pane of 
the NYS-DEC sent a letter (Pane 2014) to the Board of the Century informing 
them that adult falcons could be dangerous to people in defense of their young. 
He also noted in his letter that “there are many terraces and upper open spaces 
surrounding your building, including the nearby rooftop playground of the 
Ethical Culture Fieldston School” implying that children might be in danger. In 
the next few days, the Board met and ruled that the nest box had to be removed. 
By September the nest box had been removed from the ledge. This did not affect 
the success of the already fledged Peregrines in 2014. In the spring of 2015, the 
adults raised two young by once again nesting on the narrow ledge without the 
Peregrine nest box. Unfortunately, given what the owners of the apartment had 
been through with the Condominium Board as well as the NYS-DEC, they 
understandably no longer allowed access to anyone to observe the Peregrines. 

In summary, we believe this nest site at the Century building is a good one 
for Peregrine Falcons. The prey base seems to be sufficient throughout the year: 
both adults remain in the area of the nest after the breeding season through the 
winter. The nest ledge is shaded from hot afternoon sun, as well as protected 
from strong winds and rain coming from a westerly direction. One possible 
danger to young Peregrines is the number of glass buildings in the area— 
collisions with reflective glass have been observed at urban nest sites (White et 
al. 2002). However, compared to other nest sites in Manhattan (e.g., 55 Water 
Street or the Brooklyn Bridge), it is unlikely that the young Peregrines will land 
on a roadway and be struck by a vehicle as we have observed at other locations 
in New York City. Going forward, we recommend that the nest box be returned 
to the ledge because (a) the adult falcons selected that spot to nest beginning in 
spring 2011, and did not successfully raise young here until the installation of 
the nest box in 2014; and (b) in years with inclement weather, particularly spring 
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seasons with much rain, it is unlikely the eggs will hatch on the narrow ledge 
that is easily flooded. Finally, though great strides have been made in the 
protection of raptors and their nests in New York City, state and local 
government agencies and others including co-op and condo boards should make 
the best interest of the raptors they monitor their primary consideration. This 
includes siting nest boxes; best (limited) use practices for pesticides to kill 
rodents; habitat management for species declining in New York City such as 
American Kestrels (Falco sparverius ) and Eastern Screech-owls {Megascops 
asio ); and species reintroductions where feasible. Raptors and their nest sites 
here in the city can be quite effective ambassadors of the urban environment. 
We have frequently seen their profound positive effects on people, especially the 
many individuals who had not paid much attention to birds previously. 
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REGION 1-NIAGARA FRONTIER 
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September 2015 was warm and pleasant other than heavy rainfall events on the 
12 th -13 th and 29 th -30 th The average temperature was 67.2° F, 5.1° above normal, 
and the monthly precipitation at Buffalo-Niagara International Airport was 
4.29", 0.39" above normal. The warmth continued through the middle of 
October until a cold air mass arrived 16-18 October and even brought a trace of 
snow. The average temperature was 51.4°, 0.6° above normal, and the monthly 
precipitation was 3.81", 0.29" above normal. A cold front along with the 
remnants of Hurricane Patricia passed on the 28 th and 29 th along with very 
strong winds out of the southeast and then southwest. November was mild and 
sunny. The average temperature was 46.2°, 5.5° above normal, and the monthly 
precipitation was 1.32", 2.69" below normal and only a trace of snow was 
reported, 7.9" below normal. The most notable events were strong winds on five 
occasions, including 60 mph winds out of the west/southwest on the 12 th . 
Weather information was obtained from National Weather Service monthly 
summaries for the Buffalo-Niagara International Airport. 

The bouts of strong winds made for some interesting birding along Lake 
Erie. Birders gathered at Hamburg, Buffalo Harbor, and along the Niagara River 
in Buffalo as usual when strong west or southwest winds occur in the fall. Two 
Red Phalaropes and a Red/Red-necked were reported on 29 October. Several 
Parasitic Jaegers were sighted during these events, with the maximum of three 
on 29 October. One or two juvenile Sabine’s Gulls appeared during the same 
event, with one lingering at Niagara Falls into early November. There were three 
reports of juvenile Black-legged Kittiwakes. The numbers of Bonaparte’s Gulls 
and Little Gulls swelled during these events, with nine Little Gulls on both 29 
October and 13 November being good counts. Consistent with reports from 
elsewhere in the east and northeast, Franklin’s Gulls arrived with the strong 
system that blew through 12-13 November. Individuals were sighted along the 
Niagara River and inland at Cuba Lake on the 13 th . Tim Lenz returned to Cuba 
Lake on the 14 th and counted four, which is all the more remarkable as this is 
believed to be a first county record. Lenz observed another at Barcelona Harbor 
on Lake Erie on the 14 th . There was also an earlier report of one at Buffalo 
Harbor on 15 October. 

There were three reports of Greater White-fronted Geese, including up to 
seven that were observed by many at Kumpf Marsh at Iroquois NWR through 
much of November. Cackling Goose reports continue to increase, and there was 
a maximum of ten at Iroquois NWR and Sinking Ponds Nature Sanctuary. There 
were relatively few Snow Goose reports and just two Brant reports along Lake 
Ontario. It is interesting to note that maximum counts of Snow Goose were less 
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than the maxima for Greater White-fronted and Cackling Geese this fall, 
providing additional evidence of how Snow Goose migration pathways typically 
miss Region 1. The duck migration was not especially notable, with the 
highlights being a pair of eider sightings by Willie D’Anna. He identified a 
King Eider along with Dean DiTommaso during a field trip to Golden Hill SP 
on 24 October, while on the previous day he documented an eider species flying 
past Wilson that he suspected was a Common Eider, but the brief look did not 
allow for a definitive ID. D’Anna’s 105 Red-necked Grebes on 23 October was 
a good fall count. Up to two Eared Grebes remained at Batavia WWTP well 
into November. 

There was one Least Bittern and two American Bittern reports, with Terry 
Belke providing a stunning photo of an American Bittern perched in a tree 
outside the WGRZ-TV station in Buffalo on 11 November. Great Egret roost 
counts hit a maximum of 267 in September at Oak Orchard WMA, while at least 
two remained along the Niagara River in Buffalo through November. 

Lewiston’s resident Black Vultures were observed throughout the fall and 
grew to a maximum count of 12 in November. With the warmer fall Turkey 
Vultures remained a bit longer than most years. Most are typically gone by the 
first few days of November, but they were around until mid-month Region¬ 
wide, with up to 69 remaining in Lewiston in late November, the only reliable 
late fall and into winter location. Rough-legged Hawks were again relatively 
uncommon. Sightings of Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, and Merlin have become 
too numerous to include. 

Mike Wasilco heard a Virginia Rail grunting at Oak Orchard WMA on the 
later date of 7 November. Up to nine Sandhill Cranes were reported at Iroquois 
NWR, with a group of seven frequently observed there into mid-October. 
Reports at nearby Oak Orchard WMA and Town of Alabama may have 
represented different individuals. 

There were no exceptional shorebirding locations this fall, with most birder 
activity occurring around Iroquois NWR. A newly discovered, at least for 
birding, pond at Lakeside Beach SP provided another good location with decent 
diversity and some good finds including a Willet and Whimbrel in September. 
I’ll call the shorebird highlight Celeste Morien’s delightful surprise of four 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers in a field in the Town of Alabama that several 
birders managed to enjoy in early September. A late Pectoral Sandpiper was 
notable at Iroquois NWR through 30 November, as was a Purple Sandpiper on 
Lake Ontario at Wilson on 30 October. Jim Pawlicki identified a Long-billed 
Dowitcher at Tonawanda WMA on 10-12 September. Red-necked Phalaropes 
were reported at Tifft NP and Batavia WWTP in September. 

Only a single report of two Snowy Owls was received. Short-eared Owls 
were reported at their usual location in Town of Shelby along with one off Lake 
Ontario from Lakeside Beach SP. A Barred Owl at Tifft NP in late November 
was an unusual location. David Junkin captured only one Northern Saw-whet 
Owl at his banding station in Wethersfield this fall. 
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Photographs documented late occurrences of both cuckoo species. Heather 
Desorcie photographed a juvenile Black-billed Cuckoo at Forest Lawn 
Cemetery on 13 October, while Jerry Anderson photographed a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo at Tifft NP on 31 October. Jim Wojewodzki was surprised to hear an 
Eastern Whip-poor-will calling at dusk in his yard in Holland; this species is 
very rarely reported in the fall in Region 1. There were relatively few reports of 
Common Nighthawks in September and all in low numbers. 

A Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird made an extended appearance in the 
yard of Julie and Walt Heilman in Poland, Chautauqua County. Photographs 
were circulated to some hummingbird experts but it could not be conclusively 
identified to species and was considered an adult female. A White-eyed Vireo 
was found at Tifft NP on the unusually late date of 26 November by Lee 
Langenfield and observed by several birders in the following days. It is unusual 
that there have been more fall reports of this species than spring reports in recent 
years. Oliver Platt identified a Fish Crow coming to roost in Buffalo in mid- 
November. A few Fish Crows have been regularly found across the Niagara 
River from Buffalo in Fort Erie, Ontario. 

A joint field trip held by the Buffalo Ornithological Society and New York 
State Purple Martin Project resulted in an estimated 30,000 (!) Purple Martins 
coming to roost just prior to dusk at Grass Island, the cattail marsh just offshore 
in the Niagara River at Buckhorn Island SP, on 5 September. D’Anna and 
Morien identified two Cave Swallows off Golden Hill SP in November 
following reports of this species elsewhere on Lake Ontario. 

The highlight of fall warblers was a Golden-winged Warbler on 9 
September at Amherst SP. There were two Clay-colored Sparrow reports, with 
one from the breeding area in Olcott in September and one photographed in 
Sheridan on 11 October by Gale VerHague. Doug Beattie had a Grasshopper 
Sparrow in Alexander in early September; this species is rarely reported in fall 
although this one was apparently a holdover on breeding grounds. Jim Pawlicki 
found a Nelson’s Sparrow at Amherst SP on 3-5 October. An “Oregon” Junco 
again returned to the Colden yard of Jim and Karen Landau in late October, 
where it has wintered in recent years. 

For the third consecutive November, a late Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
appeared at a feeder, with an adult male in Pomfret reported and photographed 
by Dale Mirth and Andrea Andrews 16-29 November. A Summer Tanager was 
briefly sighted at Forest Lawn Cemetery on 17 October by Jim Pawlicki. 

It was not a good fall for seeing northern finches. Pine Siskins made a 
push through in October but few seemed to linger. There was a single report of 
Common Redpoll in late November. 

The 80th annual BOS October Count was held on the 10 th and compiled by 
Marcie Jacklin. It was a decent day weather wise, with slightly below average 
temperatures and no precipitation. The count recorded 163 species. There was 
one record high count (15 Sandhill Cranes) and no record low counts. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Connie Adams, Jerry Anderson, Andrea Andrews, Sue Barth, Doug Beattie 
(DBea), Terry Belke, Don Bemont (DBem), Jim Berry, David Cooney Jr., 
Willie D’Anna, Robert DeLeon, Heather Desorcie, Dean DiTommaso, Sue 
Fairbanks, Robert Frantz, Michael Gullo, Julie & Walt Heilman, Paul Hess, 
Linda Holmes, Alec Humann, David Junkin, Christopher Kundl, Jim Landau, 
Lee Langenfield, Greg Lawrence, Tim Lenz, Jim Miles (JiM), Dale Mirth, Joe 
Mitchell (JoM), Celeste Morien, James Pawlicki, Oliver Platt, Betsy Potter, 
Richard & Dorothy Rosche, Richard Salembier, Ann Sawusch, Debbie Sharon 
(DeSh), Dominic Sherony (DoSh), Jeannine Smith, Michael Tetlow, Rick 
Thomas, Kirk Vanstrom, Gale VerHague, Mike Wasilco, Jim Wodjewodzki, 
Peter Yoerg. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

A1SP - Allegany SP, CATT; AmSP - Amherst SP, ERIE; BeSP - Beaver I SP, 
ERIE; BMAC - Beaver Meadow Audubon Center, WYOM; BOSOC - Buffalo 
Ornithological Society 11 Oct Count; BufH - Buffalo Harbor, ERIE; BuSP - 
Buckhorn I SP, ERIE; BWWTP - Batavia Waste Water Treatment Plant, 
GENE; CSWMA - Conewango Swamp WMA, CATT; ChauL - Chautauqua L, 
CHAU; DH - Dunkirk Harbor, CHAU; EvSP - Evangola SP, ERIE; FLC - 
Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, ERIE; FNSP - Fort Niagara SP, NIAG; GHSP 
- Golden Hill SP, NIAG; INWR - Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; LBSP - 
Lakeside Beach SP, ORLE; LESP - Lake Erie SP, CHAU; NF - Niagara Falls, 
NIAG; NFSP - Niagara Falls SP, NIAG; NPP - Niagara Power Project on 
Niagara R, NIAG; NR - Niagara R, ERIE/NIAG; OOWMA - Oak Orchard 
WMA, ORLE/GENE; PB - Point Breeze, ORLE; PG - Point Gratiot, CHAU; 
SPNS - Sinking Ponds Nature Sanctuary, ERIE; TBNP - Times Beach NP, 
Buffalo, ERIE; Tifft NP - Tifft Nature Preserve, Buffalo, ERIE; TWMA - 
Tonawanda WMA, GENE/NIAG; WoBSP - Woodlawn Beach SP, ERIE. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

G. White-fronted Goose: arr OOWMA 25 Oct 
(JiM); max 7 INWR 7-20 Nov (CM); PB 25 
Nov (GL, MG). 

Snow Goose: arr Buffalo NR 2 Oct; max 6 
Shelby ORLE 13 Nov; relatively few reports. 
Brant: arr 7 Wilson NIAG 8 Oct (WD); 8 
LBSP 7 Nov (DBem); only reports. 

Cackling Goose: arr LBSP 12 Oct; 9 Oakfield 
GENE 25 Oct; max 10, 8 INWR 9, 17 Nov 
(PH, CM); 3 OOWMA 10 Nov; 6 BWWTP 19 
Nov; max 10, 1 SPNS 23, 28 Nov (LH). 

Mute Swan: no reports away from L Ontario. 
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Trumpeter Swan: CSWMA 20 Sep (GV), only 
report. 

Tundra Swan: arr 2 BOSOC; 150 OOWMA 
25 Nov; max 175 NF 28 Nov; 139 Ellery 
CHAU 29 Nov. 

Wood Duck: 200 BWWTP 12 Sep; 196 
OOWMA 6 Oct; max 250 TWMA 22 Oct. 
Gadwall: 80 Tifft NP 23 Oct; max 328, 127 
INWR 6, 24 Nov (CM). 

Am. Wigeon: max 350 TWMA 22 Oct (MW); 
202 INWR 6 Oct. 

Am. Black Duck: max 25 OOWMA Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 103 BWWTP 20 Sep; 
last BWWTP 14 Nov. 
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N. Shoveler: 224, max 314, 301 BWWTP 16 
Sep, 15 Oct, 23 Nov. 

N. Pintail: 449 Wilson NIAG 30 Sep (WD); 
max 630 INWR21 Oct. 

Green-winged Teal: max 302 INWR 21 Oct. 
Canvasback: arr FNSP 7 Oct. 

Redhead: 2 Tifft NP 10-13 Sep; 48 ChauL 20 
Oct; max 135 BufH 27 Nov. 

Ring-necked Duck: arr 3 BWWTP 25 Sep; 
max 70 Oct 21. 

Greater Scaup: arr 3 Wilson NIAG 26 Sep. 
Lesser Scaup: arr LBSP 11 Sep; max 13 
Wilson 16 Oct, 13 BWWTP 17 Nov. 

King Eider: arr GHSP 24 Oct (WD!), slightly 
early. 

Common/King Eider: Wilson NIAG 23 Oct 
(WD!), suspected as the rarer Common. 

Surf Scoter: arr 44 Wilson NIAG 30 Sep 
(WD); 45 BOSOC; 38 BufH 13 Oct; max 59 
Buffalo NR 20 Oct. 

White-winged Scoter: max 267 Wilson NIAG 
18 Oct. 

Black Scoter: arr 2 GHSP 17 Oct; max 21 
Buffalo NR 20 Oct. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 800 Buffalo NR 6 Nov 
(JP). 

Bufflehead: arr BOSOC; 232 N Harmony 
ChauL 14 Nov; max 600 Buffalo NR 27 Nov. 
Com. Goldeneye: arr BOSOC; 130 N 
Harmony ChauL 21 Nov; max 375 NF 29 Nov. 
Hooded Merganser: max 113 INWR 24 Nov. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 693 Wilson 
NIAG 30 Oct. 

Ruddy Duck: 65 Findlay L CHAU 24 Oct; 509 
BWWTP 27 Oct; 8 Wilson NIAG 5 Nov; max 
850 Lakewood ChauL 21 Nov (KV); 500 Ellery 
ChauL 29 Nov. 

Red-throated Loon: arr Wilson NIAG 
BOSOC; max 144 GHSP 12 Nov; 122 Shadigee 
ORLE 16 Feb. 

Com. Loon: arr Wilson NIAG 10 Sep; max 
166 Wilson NIAG 31 Oct. 

Horned Grebe: BWWTP 14 Sep; max 109 
Shadigee ORLE 16 Nov. 

Red-necked Grebe: 2 LBSP 11 Sep; max 105 
Wilson NIAG 23 Oct (WD); Cuba L ALLE 2 
Nov (R&DR); A1SP 29 Nov (DC). 

Eared Grebe: max 2 BWWTP thru 23 Nov; 
annual at this location. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 2600 BufH 
20 Oct. 

Am. Bittern: INWR 6 Oct; Buffalo ERIE 11 
Nov (TB, photo), “hiding” in tree in busy urban 
area, intro ; only reports. 

Least Bittern: 2 INWR 10 Sep, only report. 


Great Egret: max 254, 267 OOWMA 10,19 
Sep (JP, CM), roost location; up to two 
remained Buffalo NR thru 28 Nov (AH). 

Green Heron: last Tifft NP 23 Sep. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 12 Buffalo NR 

1 Nov, only report beyond Oct. 

Black Vulture: 6, 6, 12 Lewiston NIAG 26 
Sep, 31 Oct, 15,26 Nov, regular at location; 
Forestville CHAU 27 Sep (GV). 

Turkey Vulture: reported thru first two weeks 
of Nov; 69 Lewiston NIAG 26 Nov, max 
beyond Oct. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: last Shelby ORLE 26 Nov (CM). 

Bald Eagle: widespread reports; 24 BOSOC. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: several reports each 
month. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Alfred ALLE 5 Sep; last 
BOSOC. 

Rough-legged Hawk: arr Alabama GENE 7 
Nov; few reports. 

Virginia Rail: 4, 2,1 BWWTP 7, 14 Sep, 8 
Oct; Orchard Park ERIE 17 Sep; TBNP 18 Sep; 
last OOWMA 7 Nov (MW), heard grunting 
four times in two hours, late. 

Sora: last BWWTP 18 Oct. 

Com. Gallinule: max 61 INWR 10 Sep; 

BMAC 10 Sep; last INWR 24 Oct. 

Am. Coot: max 400 Mayville ChauL 8 Nov. 
Sandhill Crane: 3, 3 Alabama GENE 2 Sep, 29 
Nov; max 9 INWR 16 Sep (MT), seven at this 
location through most of Oct; 7, 3 OOWMA 6 
Oct, 10 Nov. 

Black-bellied Plover: six reports; last S Dayton 
CATT 23 Oct. 

Am. Golden-Plover: reported from seven loc; 
max 9 Shelby ORLE 10 Sep; last BWWTP 27 
Oct. 

Semipalmated Plover: max 14 TWMA 7 Sep; 
last BWWTP 17 Oct. 

Killdeer: max 275 Alabama GENE 2 Sep; 2 
INWR 27-30 Nov, on late side. 

Spotted Sandpiper: last Porter NIAG 15 Nov 
(DeSh). 

Solitary Sandpiper: last Grand Island ERIE 6 
Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: max 7 INWR 21 Oct; last 
INWR 20 Nov. 

Willet: LBSP 1-2 Sep (DoSh, WD, BP), only 
report. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 28 TWMA 2 Sep; last 

2 BWWTP 17 Oct. 

Whimbrel: LBSP 11 Sep (GL), only report. 


The Kingbird 2016 March; 66 (1) 


23 


Ruddy Turnstone: PB 8 Sep; DH 12-13 Sep; 
last BufH 27 Sep; only reports. 

Stilt Sandpiper: 2-4 LBSP 1-11 Sep; 2 BuSP 5 
Sep (CM, AH); 4 TWMA 10 Sep; only reports. 
Sanderling: 6 BufH; max 10 DH 15 Sep; 1, 1 
PB 26 Sep, 12 Oct; last WoBSP 25 Oct. 

Dunlin: arr BOSOC; 1, 7 FNSP 25 Oct, 7 Nov; 
8 BWWTP 25 Oct; max 24 INWR 7 Nov; 
fewer reports than usual. 

Purple Sandpiper: arr Wilson NIAG 30 Oct 
(WD). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: BufH 1 Sep; LBSP 1-8 
Sep; TWMA 2 Sep; 2, 3 BWWTP 2, 12 Sep; 
only reports. 

Least Sandpiper: last BWWTP 25 Oct (JP, 
JoM). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: 4 INWR 6 Oct; 
Wilson NIAG 8, 16 Oct; 4 LBSP 12 Oct; 3 
BWWTP 27 Oct; last INWR 8 Nov (JoM); only 
reports. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 3-4 Alabama GENE 
1-2 Sep (CM, mob); only report, good count. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: max 41 TWMA 7 Sep; 
last INWR 27-30 Nov (JoM, RD, JL, CM), late. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: last BWWTP 17 
Oct. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: LBSP 1-8 Sep; 1,2 
TWMA 10, 12 Sep; only reports. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: TWMA 10,12 Sep 
(JP, TL), only report. 

Wilson’s Snipe: fewer reports; last OOWMA 7 
Nov. 

Am. Woodcock: 5 Grand Island ERIE 17 Sep 
(AH); 2 Forestville CHAU 25 Oct; 5,2, 2 
OOWMA 5, 7, 11 Nov (MW); Ashford CATT 
11 Nov; good reporting. 

Red-necked Phalarope: TifftNP 14 Sep 
(DeSh); 2,2 BWWTP 16, 17 Sep (JP, DBea); 
only reports. 

Red Phalarope: 2 Buffalo NR 29 Oct (JP), 
only report. 

Red/Red-necked Phalarope: BufH 29 Oct (JP, 
WD, SB), during wind event. 

Parasitic Jaeger: arr 1, 1 Wilson NIAG 30 
Sep, 25 Oct (WD); BufH 15 Oct (JP); Hamburg 
ERIE 29 Oct (JP); max 3, 1 Buffalo NR 29 Oct, 
13 Nov (JP, WD, SB). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: juv BufH 20 Oct 
(JP); juv Buffalo NR 1 Nov (JP, DD, CK); juv 
NPP 18 Nov (CK); only reports. 

Sabine’s Gull: Buffalo NR 29 Oct, 1 Nov (JP); 
NF 29 Oct, 9 Nov (BP, WD, CK); all juveniles 
as would be expected. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 2000 Buffalo NR 29 Oct; 
max 3000 NFSP 1 Nov. 


Black-headed Gull: NPP 30 Nov (CK), only 
report. 

Little Gull: Grand Island NR 8 Sep (RT), 
unusual location for date; max 9, 9 Buffalo NR 
29 Oct, 13 Nov (JP, AH); 2 Wilson NIAG 31 
Oct; 2 NF 1 Nov; 1, 1 DH 7, 11 Nov. 

Franklin’s Gull: BufH 15 Oct (JP); 1, 4 Cuba 
L ALLE 13, 14 Nov (TL), 1 st ALLE record, 
high number; Buffalo NR 13 Nov (AH); 
Barcelona Harbor CHAU 14 Nov (TL); 
excellent showing. 

Herring Gull: 600 Cuba L ALLE 9 Oct; 
known roost location for fall/early winter. 
Iceland Gull: arr 3 NFSP 13 Nov (CK) 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: PB 8 Sep; Wilson 
NIAG 26 Sep; 3, 5 NFSP 3 Oct, 7 Nov; max 11 
Cuba L ALLE 9 Oct (TL), remarkable count for 
location; DH 22 Oct; 5 NPP 27 Nov. 

Glaucous Gull: arr LBSP 12 Nov. 

Caspian Tern: last 2 BOSOC. 

Black Tern: 6 PB 8 Sep (JP), only report. 

Com. Tern: 112 Wilson NIAG 30 Sep; 47 
FNSP 7 Oct; last 2 Buffalo NR 1 Nov. 

Forster’s Tern: 1, 1 FNSP 10 Sep, 7 Oct (JP, 
WD); only reports. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Tiflft NP 31 Oct (JA), 
ph, late. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: FLC 13 Oct (HD, RF), 
ph, late. 

Snowy Owl: arr 2 BufH 21 Nov (AH). 

Barred Owl: Tiflft NP 27, 28 Nov (AH), 
unusual location. 

Short-eared Owl: arr LBSP 9 Nov (DBem); 2- 
3 Shelby ORLE 14-29 Nov (CM). 

N. Saw-whet Owl: banded Wethersfield 
WYOM BOSOC (DJ), only report. 

Com. Nighthawk: 1-4 at six locations in Sep. 

E. Whip-poor-will: Holland ERIE 3 Sep 
(JW!), heard singing at dusk, unusual for 
location and date. 

Chimney Swift: last FLC 20 Oct. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last Amherst 
ERIE 6 Oct. 

RUFOUS/ALLEN’S HUMMINGBIRD 

Poland CHAU 29 Sep -18 Oct (J&WH, SF, JB), 
long-staying bird, intro. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: max 6 LESP 3 Sep 
(JS); OOWMA 5 Sep; 2 Wilson NIAG 5 Sep; 2 
LBSP 7 Sep; 4 PB 18 Sep; 3 PG 21 Sep; FLC, 
Erie Basin Marina ERIE 14 Oct; TifftNP 15-16 
Oct. 

Merlin: too many reports to summarize. 
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Peregrine Falcon: too many reports to 
summarize. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: AmSP 3, 14 Sep (JP, 
RS); FLC 6 Sep (JP); only reports. 

E. Wood-Pewee: last Wales ERIE 13 Oct. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 2 AmSP 9 Sep; 
TifftNP 10 Sep; last Wilson NIAG 24 Sep. 
Alder/Willow Flycatcher: BWWTP 2 Sep; last 
LBSP 6 Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: last Buffalo NR 26 Sep. 

E. Phoebe: last AmSP 30 Oct. 

E. Kingbird: last LBSP 14 Sep. 

N. Shrike: arr Shelby ORLE 21 Oct. 
White-eyed Vireo: Tiflft NP 26-27 Nov (LL, 
mob), odd that species has occurred more in fall 
than spring in recent years. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: last 3 INWR 10 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: arr BMAC 11 Sep; last 
Tiflft NP 25 Oct. 

Warbling Vireo: Buffalo NR 1 Oct; last Tifft 
NP 8 Oct (SB! ph), late. 

Philadelphia Vireo: max 4 AmSP 13 Sep. 
Red-eyed Vireo: last AmSP 20 Oct. 

FISH CROW (Rl): Buffalo ERIE 15 Nov 
(OP), headed toward roost. 

Com. Raven: Pomfret CHAU 3 Sep; Pembroke 
GENE 23,25 Oct; 2 Buffalo NR 6 Nov; 2 
Tonawanda ERIE 16 Nov; continuing upward 
trend beyond the Southern Tier. 

Purple Martin: max 30,000 Grass I BuSP 5 
Sep (CM, AH, CA), estimated count from 
known roost location. 

Tree Swallow: max 1000 BWWTP 12 Sep; 

450 OOWMA 15 Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 1055 NFSP 3 
Oct (JP). 

Bank Swallow: last BWWTP 18 Oct (JP), late. 
Cliff Swallow: last 2 BWWTP 4 Oct. 

CAVE SWALLOW: 2 GHSP 12 Nov (WD, 
CM), following a typical October weather 
pattern that drives them to northeast. 

Barn Swallow: last LBSP 6 Oct. 

House Wren: last FLC, BeSP 17 Oct. 

Winter Wren: arr Orchard Park ERIE 13 Sep. 
Marsh Wren: last INWR 4 Nov (CM). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: last Buffalo ERIE 27 
Sep. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr 2 AmSP 14 Sep. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr Reinstein Woods 
NP ERIE 3 Sep. 

Veery: last 2 Grand Island ERIE 3 Sep. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr 2 AmSP 9 Sep; last 
BOSOC. 


Swainson’s Thrush: last FLC, Amherst ERIE 
17 Oct. 

Hermit Thrush: arr Lewiston NIAG 18 Sep. 
Wood Thrush: last LESP, Batavia GENE 26 
Sep. 

Gray Catbird: TifftNP 1-28 Nov; LBSP 8 
Nov; Yates ORLE 28 Nov; only reports beyond 
Oct. 

Brown Thrasher: last AmSP 8 Oct. 

Am. Pipit: arr 4 Shelby ORLE 24 Sep. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: arr BWWTP 1 Nov; FNSP 
7 Nov; Cuba L ALLE 14 Nov; only reports. 
Snow Bunting: arr BWWTP 27 Oct; max 135 
Wilson NIAG 8 Nov. 

Ovenbird: last Tifft NP 23 Oct. 

N. Waterthrush: last TifftNP 18 Sep. 
Golden-winged Warbler: AmSP 9 Sep (JP, 
RS), only report. 

Blue-winged Warbler: last AmSP 14 Sep. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last BOSOC. 
Tennessee Warbler: last AmSP 14 Oct. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr Forestville 
CHAU 8 Oct; last 3 BOSOC. 

Nashville Warbler: last 2 FLC 17 Oct. 
Mourning Warbler: 2 TBNP 1 Sep; last 
AmSP 3 Sep; only reports. 

Com. Yellowthroat: last2 BOSOC. 

Hooded Warbler: last AmSP 30 Sep. 

Am. Redstart: last AmSP 4 Oct. 

Cape May Warbler: last Wilson NIAG 11 
Oct. 

N. Parula: last FLC 24 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: last Lancaster ERIE 23 
Oct. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: last 2 BOSOC. 
Blackburnian Warbler: last Tillman Rd 
WMA ERIE 4 Oct. 

Yellow Warbler: last Wilson NIAG 24 Sep. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last Cassadaga 
CHAU 20 Oct. 

Blackpoll Warbler: last ChauL 12 Oct. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: last BOSOC. 
Palm Warbler: arr TBNP 5 Sep; last FLC 18 
Oct. 

Pine Warbler: last 2 BOSOC. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Andover ALLE 9 
Nov; 3-8 BuSP 12-20 Nov; only reports beyond 
early Nov. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: last AmSP 
30 Oct. 

Canada Warbler: last Grand Island ERIE 20 
Sep. 

Wilson’s Warbler: last 2 BOSOC. 
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TOWHEES-WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: Wilson NIAG 2 Nov’ only report 
beyond Oct. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr Wilson NIAG 24 Oct. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: OlcottNIAG 15 Sep 
(AS); Sheridan CHAU 11 Oct (GV), ph; only 
reports. 

Field Sparrow: West Seneca ERIE 5 Nov 
(GY), only report beyond Oct. 

Vesper Sparrow: BOSOC, only report. 
Savannah Sparrow: BWWTP 8 Nov; last 
Alabama GENE 11 Nov. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: last Batavia GENE 8 
Sep (DBea). 

Nelson’s Sparrow: AmSP 3-5 Oct (JP), only 
report. 

Fox Sparrow: arr 2 Cassadaga CHAU 
BOSOC; max 9 FLC 24 Oct (JP). 


Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr 2 Alfred ALLE 9 Sep; 
last AmSP 14 Oct. 

White-crowned Sparrow: arr Wilson NIAG 
24 Sep. 

Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco ( J.h. oreganus ): 
Colden ERIE 27 Oct thru (JL), rare, likely same 
indiv has returned to location for multiple 
winters. 

SUMMER TANAGER: FLC 17 Oct (JP), rare 
in fall. 

Scarlet Tanager: last A1SP 4 Oct. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: PomfretCHAU lb- 
29 Nov (DM, AA), late, at feeder. 

Indigo Bunting: last Buffalo NR 26 Sep. 
Bobolink: last 20 Tonawanda WMA 12 Sep. 
Rusty Blackbird: arr 2 BuSP 3 Oct; max 350 
INWR21 Oct; 

Baltimore Oriole: last TifftNP 20 Sep. 

Com. Redpoll: arr Tiflft NP 27 Nov (PY). 

Pine Siskin: arr Buffalo NR 8 Oct; 163 
BOSOC; max 800 Barker NIAG 24 Oct. 


REGION 2—GENESEE 
Robert Spahn 

716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn@prodigy.net 

This fall season ended as the third warmest on record, a bit over an inch short on 
rainfall, and with only 1.2" of snowfall arriving on 22-24 November. September 
started the season off warm and dry. Temperatures averaged 67.9° F, 6.1° above 
normal, for the fifth warmest September on record. The “dry” might seem 
strange, with 4.06” of rainfall, 0.69" above normal, but 3.52" of the total fell on 
12-13 and 30 September with the rest of the month very dry. There were only 
weak fronts passing and correspondingly weak migration movements. October 
continued as a pleasant month at near average conditions; temperatures 51.0°, 
0.4° above normal, and precipitation 2.78", 0.06" above normal. No hard freezes 
in the first half of the month delayed leaf peeping. The first drop into the 30s on 
the 15 th was the third latest for that occurrence on record, yet a high of 45° on 
the 17 th tied the record low high for the date and the official growing season 
ended on the next day. One third of the total rain for the month fell on the 28 th 
with the passage of the remnant of Hurricane Patricia. November was the fourth 
warmest and eighth driest on record, temperatures averaging 46.6°, 6.1° above 
normal, and precipitation at 0.97", 1.97" below normal. The persistent storm 
track was mainly to our west, but pulses our way, well-spaced through the 
month, brought some interesting birds from the southwest. A spell of four days 
from 4-7 November with highs above 70° was a new long period for the month, 
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and the first three of these dates also recorded record highs. The hoped for 
waterfowl movements remained weak through season’s end. Interestingly, Bill 
Howe, at the north edge of the Finger Lakes part of the Region, recorded rainfall 
well above the official Rochester airport data for each month of the season. 

From the birding standpoint, this season was fairly lackluster, though such 
feelings are usually not totally accurate. Generally the migration was weak, as 
measured by a below average passerine banding season, though less than one 
standard deviation below average, and a slow, weak waterbird passage. Yet 
nearly all of the expected species were reported; really only a few relatively 
rarer species missed, and a decent number (at least 21) species of rarities found. 
Unfortunately, many of the rarities were seen by few observers or for only short 
times. The species counts by month were near or above the 10-year averages 
each of the months though below last year’s totals for September and 
November. The total for the fall season was a respectable 258 species plus two 
subspecies. 

Probably the best way to look in more detail is to take the usual walk 
through the checklist. Jumping right into the waterfowl, we have a long history 
of lake watching from Hamlin Beach SP and other spots plus more recently 
regular counts from our part of the Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management 
Area (NMWMA) in southern Wayne County. This fall many of the lakewatch 
days were slow, with southerly or easterly breezes and little happening. As the 
season progressed, there were some good counts but the usual numbers and 
peaks just did not happen. 1098 Northern Pintail on 30 September and 837 
Long-tailed Ducks and 2499 Red-breasted Merganser on 16 November were 
among the few numbers at Hamlin Beach approaching notable, and the 
NMWMA numbers remained unremarkable. Extending past waterfowl, loon 
numbers remained relatively low; Red-necked Grebe peaks of 47 in October and 
147 in November were historically good for fall; and Double-crested Cormorant 
counts of 3500 on 20 September off Edgemere Drive in Greece and over 1000 
on several other dates through mid October off Irondequoit Bay to Greece were 
typical of very recent years. Generally waterfowl arrival dates were average to 
even early; e.g., Snow Goose, Brant, the scoters, and Red-breasted Merganser in 
September. Greater White-fronted Goose was found in November and good 
numbers of Cackling Geese were reported from 4 September through the season. 
Ross’s Goose was missed, though seen in Regions both sides of us. For rarer 
ducks, Eurasian Wigeon was on Round Pond in Greece from 3-26 October, 
Andy Guthrie noted a King Eider passing Hamlin Beach on 10 November, and a 
(the?) male Barrow’s Goldeneye returned to Point Breeze on 25 November. 
Rounding out the waterbirds, we had Great Egret present through October and a 
few other marsh bird species to mid-October. Finally, once again Cattle Egret 
put in a November appearance, 6-7 November in the Town of York, Livingston 
County. 

There was apparently no concerted hawk watch effort this fall. Pulling 
from a few parts of the checklist we find: Black Vulture missed for the season, 
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though there were some good counts for Turkey Vulture; Osprey reports to a 
late 24 November at the south end of Conesus Lake by Andrew Consler; good 
Bald Eagle numbers through the season; only a lone Northern Goshawk on 12 
September; and Rough-legged Hawk arrival on 14 November at Braddock Bay. 
Taxonomically out of their order after the woodpeckers, Merlin and Peregrine 
Falcon counts remained good through the season. 

As usual, rails and their allies were poorly reported, but we did have a Sora 
reported on 26 October at Round Pond in Greece, counts of up to 42 Common 
Gallinule reported to 17 November in the NMWMA, and 110 American Coot on 
Conesus Lake on 14 November. This year a group of 60 of the Sandhill Cranes 
that gather in the NMWMA in the fall were seen along Armitage Road in 
Wayne County on 25 October, with 31 still at Van Dyne Spoor on 21 
November. Also, a local high of five associated with the birds in the Taylor 
Marsh area were seen in the Town of Livonia, Livingston County, on 8 
November. 

Shorebirds again were reported in good variety but generally low numbers 
through the season. Upland Sandpiper, Whimbrel, Red Knot, and Red-necked 
Phalarope were among the regularly expected that were not reported. On the 
positive side we had good numbers of American Golden-Plover, with a flock to 
214 counted in a wet field on Martin Road in the Town of Hamlin just inland 
from the Lake Ontario Parkway from 15-17 September; some good Killdeer 
counts; Hudsonian Godwits at Salmon Creek on 8-9 and 27 September; Purple 
Sandpipers at Sodus Point in November; a decent count of 120 Least Sandpipers 
on 19 September and a record late individual at the High Acres Nature Area 
(HANA) on 26-27 November; several reports of Buff-breasted Sandpiper, with a 
maximum of six in the Town of Hamlin on 2 September; and Long-billed 
Dowticher with the plover event on Martin Road and at the Montezuma 
Audubon Center (MAC) in the Town of Savannah, along with a Wilson’s 
Phalarope, during the Montezuma Muck Race on 19 September. 

Larids continued the season’s main refrain: all regular species at least 
reported, excepting Black-legged Kittiwake, but numbers generally low other 
than occasional observations of huge resting flocks of mostly Ring-billed Gulls 
on the water or fields near the Lake Ontario shore near Hamlin Beach, or the 
Shore Acres area about six miles to the east. Jaegers were on the low average 
side, with a lone Pomarine on 4 October, about nine Parasitic and a Long-tailed 
on 20 September, plus at least three more not identified to species. We had no 
huge movements of Bonaparte’s Gulls, though there were some good counts at 
resting areas just inland from the lakeshore. Among the rarer gulls, Andy 
Guthrie spotted a juvenile Sabine’s Gull from Hamlin Beach on 20 September 
and Jessie Barry and Chris Wood picked out a juvenile Black-headed Gull on 17 
October. There was a total of four reports of adult Little Gulls in September and 
November, good numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gull in each month, and 
Iceland and Glaucous Gulls arriving in late November. The gull event of the 
season was our part of the huge movement of Franklin’s Gulls to the East Coast. 
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We had three first winter individuals found at Sodus Point, the mudflats at the 
south end of Irondequoit Bay, and Salmon Creek on 13 November, with the 
Irondequoit Bay bird present off LaSalle Landing Park through the 26 th . Birders 
searching for this bird found an adult Thayer’s Gull on 14 November. 
Interestingly, a record-tying influx of six Franklin’s Gulls occurred at the same 
Irondequoit Bay location from 13-21 November 1998. Finishing off the larids 
with the terns, counts were low average and the regular species continued to 
typical October departure dates. 

Among the non-passerine land birds, we again had all the regular species 
reported, numbers unremarkable, and departure dates average. Some of the more 
interesting observations included: two Eurasian Collared-Doves on 11 
November at the Greenwell farm in Hamlin—interesting how seldom seen now 
but nearly always here when found; Snowy Owl back on the 26 and 27 
November but only at two locations; the Short-eared Owl counts off to a good 
start; a Northern Saw-whet Owl at BBBO on 4 October; few Common 
Nighthawks even in September; a peak of only 186 Chimney Swifts at the York 
Central School chimney and no other sizable numbers reported; Red-headed 
Woodpeckers apparently gone from Hamlin Beach SP early, but singles in 
Webster, Henrietta, and Durand-Eastman Park later; and Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker lingering through season’s end. 

Moving along to our final big order, the passerines, we again find all 
regularly expected species reported, but most peak counts relatively low. 
Departure dates of many species extended well into the fourth quartile of their 
departure date distributions, possibly to be expected with the warm late fall, yet 
with only a single record late departure. Again, the best way to cover these is to 
work through the checklist. 

Our final Olive-sided Flycatcher was on 7 September. The rest of the 
flycatcher species departed in September or very early October, other than 
Eastern Phoebe with two banded on 24 October, and a record late Great Crested 
Flycatcher seen off and on from 8-22 November, and photographed, at a deer 
hunter’s blind above the east side of Hemlock Lake. Northern Shrike arrived on 
16 November, with about 10 more reports of six individuals scattered through 
the rest of the month. Good numbers of Red-eyed Vireo were banded, and the 
other vireo species were found in expected-to-low numbers. Our Fish Crows in 
the Ontario Beach area continued, though they were harder to find by season’s 
end. A lone bird was also reported near the CED office near Avon and a couple 
were found in the Mt. Hope Cemetery/University of Rochester area south of the 
city. There were no reports in the Region of really large gatherings of swallows, 
though numbers just outside the Region in the Montezuma NWR were good. 
The event of the fall in this family was another good influx of Cave Swallows 
again in November. Arrival in this Region was on 6 November at Hamlin Beach 
SP. After that reports came in from the lakeshore from as far east as Sodus 
Point. Most were seen on 13-14 November, and the maximum reported was 
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eight near the old bathhouse at Ontario Beach Park and into the adjacent 
neighborhood. 

Continuing on, we have some of the potential irruptive species and more 
migrants. Black-capped Chickadee should have been on a high-count year in its 
seesaw appearances, but banding numbers did not really spike up this fall. There 
were also no numbers to suggest a Red-breasted Nuthatch irruption. There were 
a few good days in the woods with Winter Wren, but the total banded was about 
half the average. Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglet banding totals 
seemed impressive at 257 and 357, respectively, but are really only average or a 
bit below for these numerous migrants. Among the thrushes, we have a few 
decent counts and average to low banding numbers, with a very low Hermit 
Thrush total. A Bicknell’s Thrush banded on 2 October is a relatively rare event 
here. On the other hand, Gray Catbird numbers were high and birds persisted to 
season’s end. Cedar Waxwings seemed scarce and Bohemian Waxwing was not 
reported. Lapland Longspur and Snow Bunting arrived at typical October dates 
and were noted in modest numbers afterward. 

Among the warblers, we had 18 species with October or later departure, a 
bit on the high side. But none were record late. Looking to banding data, 
Northern Waterthrush, American Redstart, Northern Parula, and Yellow 
Warbler were banded in especially high numbers, and Blackpoll Warbler 
numbers were low for very recent years, though really just moving back toward 
the long-term average. The rest of the warbler species were in typical numbers. 
Of special interest were: five Connecticut Warblers banded from 6 September to 
1 October; ten Orange-crowned Warblers reports, all in October; a Yellow- 
rumped “Audubon’s” Warbler photographed in the Van Dyne Spoor area of the 
NMWMA by Wade and Melissa Rowley and Drew Fowler on 11 October; and a 
Yellow-breasted Chat found in Greece by Kevin Griffith on 22 September. 

The sparrows made a good showing this fall, with quite a few rarities. A 
Lark Sparrow at Hogan Point and Hincher Roads in Greece on 20 September 
kicked off the show, with Nelson’s Sparrows found nearby at Burger Park on 26 
and 27-30 September and later on 5 and 17 October. A Clay-colored Sparrow 
was found at HANA by Dominic Sherony on 5 October, a first for the site. On 
18 October, a search of appropriate habitat turned up another Nelson’s Sparrow 
at the Bennett Road Preserve in Parma near Hilton and near that a very rare 
LeConte’s Sparrow found by Andy Guthrie and seen by at least eight others. 
Fox Sparrow made a good showing from 12 October-24 November. Many of the 
other sparrows also lingered to November departures, and White-throated 
Sparrow was banded in good numbers. An interesting find was a very large¬ 
sized White-throated Sparrow photographed by Joe Wing in the Town of 
Ontario in Wayne County on 25 October. A finale for this family was a Dark¬ 
eyed “Oregon” Junco photographed by Michele Rosenbaum at her feeders on 29 
November and present well into December. 

Among the blackbirds, a male Yellow-headed Blackbird at Van Dyne 
Spoor on 19 September was likely the bird first seen there on 22-27 August. 


30 


The Kingbird 2016 March; 66 (1) 


Otherwise blackbird highlights were weak. Birders did search for and report 
Rusty Blackbirds, but the peak numbers were low, with a high of 200 on 7 
November in Caledonia. Winter finches were almost among the missing. 
Interestingly, there was a flurry of passing Pine Siskins, mainly along the Lake 
Ontario shore in September and October, with a banding spike for Pine Siskin 
and American Goldfinch from 23-27 October. Also in late October there were 
two single White-winged Crossbills and a few Common Redpoll flocks. After 
that in November we had a very few Common Redpolls and Pine Siskins, often 
at feeders, and a lone report of one Evening Grosbeak. 

This fall season we received about 41,473 eBird “records” plus about 10% 
more geneseebirds records posted, additional banding data, and a few personal 
checklists and notes. As always, an interesting season. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Jim Adams, Gloria Bailey, John Ballou, Ted Barnett, Jessie Barry (JeB), Jim 
Barry (JiB), Liz Barry, Mitchell Barry, Sue Barth (SB), Doug & Sharon Beattie, 
Dick Beery, Don Bemont, Steve Benedict, Lynn Bergmeyer, Liam Berigan, 
Barry Bermudez, John Boettcher, Margaret Bowman, Lynn Braband, George 
Briggs, Joe Brin, Elizabeth (Betsy) Brooks - BBBO, M. Brown, Robert Buckert, 
Ken Burdick, Bruce Cady, Brad Carlson (BC), Jim Carpenter, Linda Clark- 
Benedict, Kelly Close, Jeremy Collison, Andrew Consler, Cathy Contant, Willie 
D’Anna, Kathleen Dalton, Doug Daniels, Greg Dashnau, Ian Davies, Peter 
Debes, Gates DuPont, Brett Ewald, Wayne Fidler, Kelly & Mark Fitzsimmons, 
Daena Ford, George Ford, Drew Fowler, Andy Garland, Nathan Goldberg, 
David Gordon, Sheryl Gracewski, Jay Greenberg, Kevin Griffith, Ralph & 
Georgia Guenther, Michael Gullo, Judy Gurley, Andy Guthrie, Richard Guthrie, 
Anita Gwara, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Helen & Chris Haller, Kim Hartquist, Jim & 
Allison Healy, Theresa Heinsler, Christina Hoh, Dick Horsey, Bill & Marie 
Howe, Alec Humann, IBA Monitoring, Carolyn Jacobs, Jessie Jaycox, Nicholas 
Kachala, Logan Kahle, Ryan Kayhart, Kenneth Kemphues, Tom Kerr, Bernie 
Kester, Jim Kimball, Kathy Kirsch, J. Gary Kohlenberg, K. Koss, Elijah Kruger, 
Mike Laird, Tom Lathrop, Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence, Tim Lenz, Joan & 
Vern Lindberg, Patricia Lindsay, Mark Lyons, Peggy Mabb, Garrett 
MacDonald, Mary Magistro, Melissa Mance-Conigilio, Cindy Marino, David 
Mark, Pat Martin, Kevin McGann, Laurie Mattie, Jay McGowan, Kevin 
McGowan, Chita McKinney, Janet Miles, Jim Miles, Adrielle Mitchell, Shai 
Mitra, Montezuma Audubon Center, Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke Morse, 
Allen Nash, Ann Nash, Tom Nash, Paul Novak, Dave Nutter, Mike O’Brien, 
Sue O’Neill, Joe Osiovitch, Andrea Patterson, Jim Pawlicki, Bruce Penrod, 
Ralph Peterson, Norma Platt, Jon Podoliak, Betsy Potter, Jay Powell (JP), Mike 
Powers, David Prill, Bill Purcell, RBA Field trips, Carolyn Ragan, Dave 
Robertson, Dick & Dorothy Rosche, Michele Rosenbaum, Wade & Melissa 
Rowley, Jesse Rubenstein, S. Rutherford, Kevin Rybczynski, Jennifer Rycenga, 
Livia Santana, Michael Scheibel, Mickey Scilingo, Joesph Scott, Luke Seitz, 
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Zaphir Shamma, Shirley Shaw, Carol Ann Shay, Dominic Sherony (DS), Judy 
Slein, Tom & Pat Smith, Robert & Susan Spahn, Dave Spier, Chris Stanger, 
Joseph Stevenson, Kimberly Sucy, Brian Sullivan, Rose Swift, Jim Tarolli, 
Steve Taylor (ST), Michael & Joann Tetlow, Peter Thompson, Sarah Toner, 
Brian Tuttle, Alison Van Keuren, Brad Walker (BW), Mike Wasilco, Ann 
Watson, Bridget Watts (BrW), Drew Weber (DWe), Dave Wheeler (DWh), 
Windbirders Muckrace Team (Bill Gillette, Robert Spahn, Allan Strong, & 
Kinsley Whittum), Joe Wing, Vonda Woodfield, Chris Wood. 

ABBREVIATIONS 


b - banded; BB - Braddock Bay, T Greece, MONR; BB-WS - west spit at the 
mouth of Braddock Bay; BBBO - Braddock Bay Bird Observatory, usually 
banding station near end of Manitou Beach Rd west of Braddock Bay; BCH - 
Bear Creek Harbor and offshore, WAYN; CL - Conesus L, LIVI; DE - Durand- 
Eastman P, MONR; G - T Greece, MONR; HANA - High Acres Nature Area, 
T Perinton, MONR; H - T Hamlin, MONR; HB - Hamlin Beach SP, MONR; 
HB-YC - Yanty Creek Trail in HB; HB-WE - West End Trail in HB; IB-S - 
LaSalle Landing P, South end of Irondequoit Bay; ICW- Island Cottage Woods, 
T Greece, MONR; M - along Manitou Beach Rd NE of Parkway including the 
BBBO banding station, MONR; MP - Mendon Ponds CP, T Mendon, MONR; 
NMWMA - Northern Montezuma WMA (formerly Northern Montezuma 
Wetlands Complex), WAYN; NMWMA (SCU) - Sandhill Crane Unit; 
NMWMA (VDS) - Van Dyne Spoor area; OB - Ontario Beach, Charlotte, 
MONR; OCP - Oatka Creek P, MONR; PB - Point Breeze area, ORLE, nw 
border of Regions 1 & 2; SPt - Sodus Pt, WAYN; WP - Webster P, MONR. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: arr Hemlock L 
21 Nov (NG, EG, GL, JPod); e of PB 25 Nov 
(GL, MG). 

Snow Goose: arr 1 H 28 Sep; max 140 
NMWMA (SCU) 17 Nov. 

Brant: arr 11 HB 26 Sep (GL, EG), early; 116 
HB 30 Sep (TLe); max 250 SPt 18 Oct, low 
max; last HB 14 Nov. 

Cackling Goose: arr HB 4 Oct; max 6 HB 8 
Oct (RS); total approx 18 sev loc 4-31 Oct; total 
16 sev loc 1-30 Nov. 

Mute Swan: max 27 G (Round Pond) 14 Nov. 
Trumpeter Swan: max 51 NMWMA 
(Savannah) 14 Nov (JMc), good count. 

Tundra Swan: arr 3-6 BB area 17 Oct; max 
180 CL 22 Nov (GM, RSw). 

Wood Duck: max 164 NMWMA (SCU) 18 
Sep. 

Gadwall: max 176 G (Northrup Creek) 14 Nov. 
Eurasian Wigeon: arr m G (Round Pond) 3, 

17-26 Oct (A. Guthrie, mob, ph). 


Am. Wigeon: max 275 G (Round Pond) 1 Nov. 
Am. Black Duck: monthly max 50 HB 30 Sep; 
48 BCH 21 Oct; 36 off G 15 Nov; all max low. 
Mallard: max 200 G (Round Pond) 1 Nov, 
very low max. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 50 NMWMA (SCU) 
22 Sep; last 2 BB 22 Oct. 

N. Shoveler: max 122 HB 30 Sep. 

N. Pintail: max 1098 HB 30 Sep (NG, GL, 
TLe); 789 OB 18 Oct (JeB, ID, BSu, CW). 
Green-winged Teal: max 150 NMWMA 
(Colvin Marsh) 19 Sep (JMc). 

Canvasback: arr G (Round Pond) 17 Oct; max 
50 CL 23 Nov NK). 

Redhead: max 370 CL 21 Nov, low max. 
Ring-necked Duck: arr 4 G (Round Pond) 20 
Sep (CW); max 200 T West Bloomfield 25 
Nov. 

Greater Scaup: arr 17-21 HB 20 Sep; max 187 
HB 29 Nov, low. 

Lesser Scaup: max 34 HB 8 Nov, low. 
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King Eider: arr 1 imm m HB 10 Nov (AGu), 
only report. 

Surf Scoter: arr 4-5 HB 20 Sep (AGu, SB, 
CeM), early; max 40 HB 30 Sep, low. 
White-winged Scoter: arr 7 HB 13 Sep; max 
382 HB 18 Oct, low max. 

Black Scoter: arr 6 HB 20 Sep (EG, GL), 
early; max 43 OB 14 Nov, low; 10-11 CL 19-21 
Nov (BH, mob), high for the loc. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr 4 HB 5 Oct; max 837 
HB 16 Nov. Bufflehead: arr HB 15 Oct; max 
122 Sandy Bottom P Honeoye L ONTA 24 Nov 
(DD). 

Com. Goldeneye: arr HB 30 Sep; max 175 
Sandy Bottom P Honeoye L ONTA 24 Nov 
(DD). 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: arr m e of PB 25 Nov 
(GL), m here late fall past 10 yrs, same ind? 
Red-breasted Merganser: arr SPt 13 Sep 
(W&MR), early; 1950 OB 14 Nov (JeB, LS, 
CW); max 2499 HB 16 Nov (RS). 

Ruddy Duck: arr 2 SPt 9 Oct. 

Red-throated Loon: arr HB & IBO 3 Oct; max 
64 HB 16 Nov, very low max. 

Com. Loon: 125 HB 3 Oct, 1 st date over 100; 
max 403 HB 5 Oct, low max. 

Horned Grebe: max 92 HB 16 Nov. 
Red-necked Grebe: max 147 HB 5 Nov 
(AGu); 118 HB 10 Nov; 122 HB 29 Nov; 
historically good fall counts. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 3500 off 
Edgemere Dr, G20 Sep (JeB); 1960 off Russell 
Station, G 20 Sep (CW); 2500 off Sandbar P, 
Webster 2 Oct (JMi). 

Am. Bittern: last NMWMA (SCU) 17 Nov 
(KB), late. 

Great Egret: max 32 MAC 12 Sep, good 
count; last 2 HANA 31 Oct (DS). 

CATTLE EGRET (R2): T York LIVI6-7 Nov 
(DT, mob), continues trend of recent years. 
Green Heron: last Beechwoods SP WAYN 15 
Oct. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: last 8 NMWMA 
(SCU) 10 Oct. 

Black Vulture: no reports. 

Turkey Vulture: max 170 Riga Landfill 4 Sep 
(BriM). 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: last CL south 24 Nov (AC), late. 

Bald Eagle: 56 rep, approx 41 ind sev loc Nov. 
N. Harrier: max 14 Nations Rd IBA 27 Nov 
(KS). 

N. Goshawk: Wolcott 12 Sep (W&MR), only 
report. 


Rough-legged Hawk: arr 1-2 BB 14 Nov; few 
rep. 

Sora: last G (Round Pond) 26 Oct 
Com. Gallinule: max 42 NMWMA (SCU) 18 
Sep (MW); NMWMA (SCU) 17 Nov (KB), 
late. 

Am. Coot: max 110 CL 24 Nov. 

Sandhill Crane: max 60 NMWMA (Armitage 
Rd) 25 Oct (DNu); 31 NMWMA (VDS) 21 
Nov (JMc); part of large fall congregation in the 
Knox-Marcellus area; 5 T Livonia LIVI 8 Nov 
(KK), likely from Taylor Marsh group. 
Black-bellied Plover: last SPt 4 Nov. 

Am. Golden-Plover: 77-111 Nations Rd IBA 
15 Sep (MW, sev); max 214 H (Martin Rd) 16 
Sep (RS); 91-186 H (Martin Rd) 15-17 Sep (sev 
obs), sev flocks in and out of wet area with time 
of day; last 26 H 19 Oct, early dep. 
Semipalmated Plover: last G (Salmon Crk) 19 
Oct. 

Killdeer: 150 H 3 Sep (BK); max 156 H 18 Oct 
(AGu); last 3 CL 27 Nov. 

Spotted Sandpiper: last University of 
Rochester 5 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: last HANA 14 Oct. 
Greater Yellowlegs: last HANA 8 Nov. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: last 3 HANA 31 Oct. 
Hudsonian Godwit: arr Greece (Salmon Crk) 
8-9 Oct (RS, mob); last G (Salmon Crk) 27 Oct 
(MG). 

Ruddy Turnstone: last SPt 25 Sep. 

Stilt Sandpiper: max 11 MAC 19 Sep; last 6 
MAC 20 Sep. 

Sanderling: max 16 OB 14, 19 Sep; last OB 18 
Oct, early dep. 

Dunlin: arr OB 21 Sep; max 158 T Huron 
WAYN 25 Oct, low; last G (Salmon Crk) 29 
Nov. 

Purple Sandpiper: arr 1-4 SPt 13-14 Nov (DS, 
MT, W&MR, mob); SPt 28 Nov (JW, BPu). 
Baird’s Sandpiper: last 1-2 G (Salmon Crk) 8- 
9 Oct. 

Least Sandpiper: max 120 MAC 19 Sep; last 
HANA 26-27 Nov (MG), Reg record late. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: max 45 HB 4 Oct 
(BriM); last HB-S 7 Nov. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: arr T Sodus WAYN 
2 Sep (JW); arr & max 6 H (East Fork) 2 Sep 
(AGu, B&BM, mob); 1-3 H (East Fork) 2 Sep 
(AGu, B&BM, mob). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 28 H (Martin Rd) 17 
Sep; last HANA 5 Nov. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 30 MAC 19 
Sep, low; last 2 G (Salmon Crk) 19 Oct. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: last OB 18 Sep. 
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Long-billed Dowitcher: arr H (Martin Rd) 17 
Sep, 2 there later same day; last MAC 19 Sep. 
Wilson’s Snipe: last HANA 26 Nov. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: MAC 19 Sep (mob), only 
report. 

Pomarine Jaeger: 1 ph BCH 4 Oct (JW), only 
report. 

Parasitic Jaeger: arr 1 HB 4 Sep; total 6 sev 
loc 4-30 Sep (mob); 1 imm SPt 7 Oct (W&MR, 
ph, et aJ .); M 17 Oct; last 1 imm HB 30 Oct. 
LONG-TAILED JAEGER: 1 ad HB 20 Sep 
(SB, AGu, CeM). 

jaeger species: BCH 20 Sep (JW); HB 30 Sep; 
HB 4 Oct. 

SABINE’S GULL (R2): 1 juv HB 20 Sep 
(AGu). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 360 G (Salmon Crk) 

13 Nov (AGu), resting area; 145 BB-WS 29 
Nov. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (R2): 1 juv HB 17 
Oct (JeB, CW). 

Little Gull: 1 ad G (off Edgemere Dr) 19 Sep 
(JeB, Ji&LB, CW); 1 ad Sodus Bay bridge 2 
Nov (W&MR); 1-2 ad OB 14 Nov (8 obs); 1 ad 
BB 23 Nov (BriM). 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: 1 1 st win SPt 13 Nov 
(W&MR); 1 1 st win IB-S 13-26 Nov (KH, DT, 
mob); 1 1 st win G (Salmon Crk) 13-14 Nov 
(AGu, mob); all part of the large movement of 
this species to the East Coast. 

THAYER’S GULL: 1 ad IB-S 14 Nov (CW, 

17 other obs). 

Iceland Gull: arr 1 ad G (off Edgemere Dr) 21 
Nov. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: arr HB 11 Sep; 
total 10 sev loc 11-30 Sep; max 5 OB 18 Oct; 4 
rep sev loc 17-24 Nov. 

Glaucous Gull: arr 1 1 st win HB 29 Nov. 
Caspian Tern: last IB-S 10 Oct. 

Black Tern: 6 PtB 8 Sep (JPa), high for loc & 
date; last 3 Hilton 17 Sep (RC1). 

Com. Tern: max 79 HB 23 Sep (AGu), good 
count; last HB 17 Oct. 

Forster’s Tern: last West Port Bay WAYN 29 
Oct (W&MR). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOYE: 2 H 
(Greenwell farm) 11 Nov (MT), only report. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: last Twin Cedars 
Environ Area, Avon 10 Oct. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: last Nations Rd IBA 10 
Oct. 

Snowy Owl: arr HB 26 Nov (AGu); 
Pultneyville Harbor 27 Nov (CW). 


Short-eared Owl: arr 1 OB 18 Oct; max 8 
Nations Rd IBA 22 Nov (KS). 

N. Saw-whet Owl: lb BBBO 4 Oct, rarely 
reported at this time. 

Com. Nighthawk: last 2 NMWMA (VDS) 22 
Sep. 

Chimney Swift: max 186 York Central School 
15 Sep (JK); last Whiting Rd Preserve, Webster 
10 Oct. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last 1 G 14 
Oct (KG); total b 4 BBBO 17-24 Sep. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: max 5 HB 15 Sep; 
last at HB 21 Sep; Sandy Bottom P Honeoye L 
ONTA 2 Sep (KK), unusual loc; Gosnell Big 
Woods, Webster 7 Oct; T Henrietta 2 Nov 
(JCa); DE 16 Nov (KH). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: last North Rush 30 
Nov. 

Am. Kestrel: max 3 Hilton MONR 23 Sep, 
very low max; scarce this fall. 

Merlin: 6 rep, 6 ind sev loc Sep; total 15 sev 
loc 1-23 Oct; total 16 sev loc 3-29 Nov. 
Peregrine Falcon: 22 rep, 19 ind sev loc Sep; 
total 14 sev loc 3-28 Oct; total 10 sev loc Nov. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: last MP 7 Sep (BB). 

E. Wood-Pewee: last OCP 8 Oct. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last lb M 21 Sep. 
Alder Flycatcher: last 1 Auburn Trail MONR 
10 Sep. 

Willow Flycatcher: last 1 HANA 20 Sep. 
“Traill’s Flycatcher: last lb M9 Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: last Gosnell Big Woods, 
Webster 7 Oct (GL, JPod), late. 

E. Phoebe: 2b BBBO 24 Oct. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Genesee Country 
Museum 4 Oct (MG), late; last T Canadice 
ONTA 8-22 Nov (BPe, ph). State record late, 
intro. 

E. Kingbird: last H 4 Oct. 

N. Shrike: arr T Kendall ORLE 29 Oct; 7 rep, 

7 ind sev loc 16-30 Nov. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: last NMWMA (VDS) 
20 Sep. 

Blue-headed Vireo: last M (Owl Woods) 18 
Oct. 

Warbling Vireo: last 2 MP 25 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: last 1 HB-YC & lb M 22 
Sep, early dep. 

Red-eyed Vireo: last M 12 Oct; total b 87 M 1 
Sep - 7 Oct (BBBO). 

Fish Crow: 1-6 OB area thru 24 Oct (sev obs); 
3 G (Buck Pond) 18 Oct (JeB, ID); Twin 
Cedars Environ Area, Avon 26 Oct (MW); 1-2 
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Mt Hope Cemetery & U of Rochester area 7 
Nov (EG). 

Com. Raven: 16-19 reported each month, 
mostly from areas south of Rochester, but ind 
may show up anywhere in the Region now. 
Horned Lark: max 150+ se of Cuylerville 
LIVI 28 Nov (JK). 

Purple Martin: max 36 T Parma 7 Sep, low 
max; lastNMWMA (Railroad Rd) 19 Sep. 

Tree Swallow: max 1000 NMWMA (SCU) 5 
Sep, low max; last 1 M 23 Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 49 MAC 19 
Sep, low max; last 2 NMWMA (Morgan Rd) 11 
Oct. 

Bank Swallow: last 2 NMWMA (Morgan Rd) 

11 Oct. 

CAVE SWALLOW: arr 5 HB 6 Nov (DT, 
AGu, ST); 4 HB 13 Nov (DT, AGu); 4 DE 
(Sherry Pond) 13 Nov (DS, MT, etal ); 1 DE 
(Sherry Pond) 13 Nov (MG); 1 DE (Tamarack 
Swamp) 13 Nov (KH); 2-8 OB and nearby 13 
Nov (DS, MT, mob); 1 Lakeshore Rd ORLE 13 
Nov (GL); OB 14 Nov (mob); G (BeattyPt) 14 
Nov (AGu, CW); BCH 14 Nov (JW); SPt 14 
Nov (DrF, W&MR). 

Barn Swallow: last 6 G (Northrup Crk) 17 Oct. 
Black-capped Chickadee: total b 35 M 3 Sep- 
2 Nov, lower than expected, intro. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: no irruption. 

Brown Creeper: total b 35 M 23 Sep-2 Nov, 
low. 

House Wren: last Rochester 13 Oct. 

Winter Wren: total b 36 M 11 Sep-27 Oct, 
low; max 14 HB-YC 22 Sep (RS). 

Marsh Wren: last IB-S 9 Nov (KH). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: last G (Beatty Pt) 19 
Sep. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr 2 HB 10 Sep; 
max 87 WP 11 Oct (R&SS), low max; max b 
44 M 18 Oct; total b 257 M 24 Sep-2 Nov 
(BBBO). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr M (Owl Woods) 
14 Sep; max 60 WP 11 Oct (R&SS), low max; 
max b 52 M 10 Oct (BBBO); total b 357 M 21 
Sep-30 Oct. 

Veery: total b 27 M 1-25 Sep; last North Rush 
MONR 28 Sep. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: max b 11 M 25 Sep; 
max 20 HB-WE campground rd 28 Sep (RS); 

20 HB-WE 30 Sep (TLe); total b 68 M 10 Sep- 
last 8 Oct; last U of Rochester 18 Oct. 
Gray-cheeked/BicknelTs Thrush: max b 7 M 
25 Sep; total b 41 M 9 Sep- last 5 Oct. 
BICKNELL’S THRUSH: lb M 2 Oct 
Swainson’s Thrush: max 23 HB-YC 16 Sep 
(RS); max b 16 M 22 & 24 Sep; total b 189 M 1 


Sep-16 Oct; last M & Webster Arboretum 21 
Oct. 

Hermit Thrush: arr M & HB 16 Sep; max 34 
HB-WE 7 Oct (RS); max b 9 M 10 Oct, low 
max; total b 83 M 29 Sep-27 Oct, low; 9 
Webster P 28 Nov (R&SS), many for so late. 
Wood Thrush: last U of Rochester 8 Oct. 

Gray Catbird: max 29 Whiting Rd Nature 
Pres, Webster 11 Sep (GF); total b 104 M 2 
Sep-12 Oct; last HB 29 Nov (AGu). 

Brown Thrasher: last 1 b M 6 Oct. 

Am. Pipit: arr 6 H (Martin RD) 15 Sep (RS), 
early; max 100+ se of Cuylerville LIVI 1 Nov 
(JK). 

Cedar Waxwing: max 270 HB 12 Nov, scarce. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: arr H 18 Oct. 

Snow Bunting: arr 4 HB 15 Oct; max 200 
Sodus Bay bridge 14 Nov (LL). 

Ovenbird: max 6 HB-YC 22 Sep (R&SS); last 
HB 6 Oct. 

N. Waterthrush: total b 14 M 1 Sep - 3 Oct; 
last M 7 Oct (AN), late. 

Blue-winged Warbler: last HB 6 Sep. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last Four Mile Crk 
Pres, Webster 2 Oct. 

Tennessee Warbler: last 2 Batavia GENE 10 
Oct. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: arr lb M 1 Oct; lb 
M 2, 8 Oct; 2b M 3 Oct; BBBO 4 Oct (RK); 
Twin Cedars Environ Area, Avon 8 Oct (MBo); 
Bennett Rd Pres, Parma 17, 18 Oct (JeB, LB, 
ID, AGu, BSu, CW); last Letchworth SP 19 Oct 
(GL). 

Nashville Warbler: total b 27 1 Sep - 17 Oct; 
last lb M 2 Nov (BBBO), late. 

Connecticut Warbler: arr lb M 6 Sep; lb M 
14, 17, 23 Sep; last lb M 1 Oct, high number 
banded. 

Mourning Warbler: last HB-WE 4 Oct 
(BriM), late. 

Com. Yellowthroat: max b 10 M 21 Sep; total 
b 80 1 Sep - 8 Oct; last IB-S 15 Nov. 

Hooded Warbler: last HB-WE 30 Sep. 

Am. Redstart: total b 47 M 1 Sep - 25 Sep; 
last West Port Bay WAYN 7 Oct. 

Cape May Warbler: last T Gates MONR 21 
Sep. 

N. Parula: total b 22 M 6 Sep - 2 Oct, high 
number banded; last G 6 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: max b 35 M 14 Sep; total 
b 203 M 1 Sep - last 8 Oct; last M 12 Oct. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: last lb M 5 Oct. 
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Blackburnian Warbler: last Twin Cedars 
Environ Area, Avon 5 Oct. 

Yellow Warbler: last b M 1 Sep, 229b earlier 
in “season”; last G 25 Sep. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: last HB-YC & Four 
Mile Crk Pres, Webster 22 Sep. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max b 7 M 14 Sep; total b 
56 M 1 Sep - 22 Oct; last lb M 22 Oct (BBBO), 
late; sharp drop from past 4 years. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: total b 36 M 1 
Sep - 5 Oct; last lb M 10 Nov, only ind 
lingering into Dec in 2006 and 2009 later. 

Palm Warbler: arr HANA 8 Sep; last se of 
Cuylerville LIVI2 Nov (DBea), late. 

Pine Warbler: last 2 Beechwoods SP WAYN 
27 Oct (DS), late. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 40 Webster 
Arboretum 7 Oct (JMi); last HB 17 Nov. 
YELLOW-RUMPED “AUDUBON’S” 
WARBLER: NMWMA (VDS) 11 Oct 
(W&MR, ph, DrF). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: last lb M 22 
Oct. 

Canada Warbler: last lb M 14 Sep. 

Wilson’s Warbler: total b 33 M 1 Sep - 25 
Oct; last 1 G (Burger P) 27 Sep. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: G 22 Sep (KG), 
seldom reported now. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr lb M 14 Oct. 

Chipping Sparrow: last T Pittsford MONR 2 
Nov. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: HANA 5 Oct (DS), 
first for site. 

Vesper Sparrow: last Batavia GENE 10 Oct. 
LARK SPARROW: 1 imm G (Hogan Pt & 
Hincher Rds) 20 Sep (DT, sev obs, ph), 10th 
Reg record. 

Savanah Sparrow: last Nations Rd IBA 20 
Nov (JS), late. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: last Batavia GENE 8 
Sep. 

LECONTE’S SPARROW: Bennett Rd 
Preserve, T Parma 18 Oct (AGu, 8 other obs), 

11 th Reg record. 

NELSON’S SPARROW (R2): arr 2 G (Burger 
P) 26 Sep (EG, GL); 1-2 G (Burger P) 27-30 
Sep (8 obs); G (Burger P) 5 Oct (BriM); G 
(Burger P) 17 Oct (AGu, CW); Bennett Rd 
Preserve, T Parma 18 Oct (AGu, 9 other obs). 


Fox Sparrow: arr lb M & 1 HB-YC 12 Oct; 
last Rochester 24 Nov (R&SS), late. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr lb M 20 Sep; 
NMWMA (VDS) 2 Nov (GD), late; last IB-S 
19 Nov (MG, ph), late. 

White-throated Sparrow: arr sev loc 14 Sep; 
max b 60 M 24 Sep - 31 Oct; max 125 Webster 
Arboretum 21 Oct (JMi); total b 588 M 14 Sep 
- 2 Nov; a very large ind was photographed by 
Joe Wing in T Ontario WAYN 25 Oct. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr G (Burger P) 26 
Sep. 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 100+ Holy Sepulchre 
Cem, Rochester 14 Oct (KD); total b 73 M 25 
Sep - 30 Oct. 

Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco: Webster 29 Nov 
thru (MiR, ph). 

Scarlet Tanager: last HB-WE 12 Oct. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last Bushnell s 
Basin MONR 30 Oct (C&HH). 

Indigo Bunting: last H 10 Oct (AGu, BriM), 
late. 

Bobolink: last G (Burger P) 26 Sep. 
Red-winged Blackbird: max 2000 NMWMA 
(Morgan Rd) 24 Sep (W&MR). 

E. Meadowlark: last Nations Rd IBA 28 Oct. 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: 1 m 
NMWMA (VDS) 19 Sep (GL, EG, JPod), 
previously seen in area in late Aug. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr 3 HANA 24 Sep; 50 
HANA 16 Oct; max 200 T Caledonia LIVI 7 
Nov (SB). 

Com. Grackle: max 3400 North Rush 18 Oct 
(NK). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 5000 NMWMA 
(VDS) 3 Nov (KB). 

Baltimore Oriole: last Webster (Whiting Rd 
Ponds) 27 Sep. 

White-winged Crossbill: arr Bennett Rd 
Preserve, T Parma 19 Oct (SB, GL); G 26 Oct 
(KG); only reports. 

Com. Redpoll: arr & max 25 T Leicester LIVI 
21 Sep (MW); max b 14 M 25 Sep; 1 Mill 
Landing 26 Nov. 

Pine Siskin: max 280 M 17 Oct (ID); max b 93 
M 23 Oct; 75b M 27 Oct; 30 HB 2 Nov; good 
numbers thru Oct, then dropped off. 

Am. Goldfinch: max b 73 M 27 Oct, end of 5 
day finch influx, intro. 

Evening Grosbeak: 1 Victor MONR 20 Nov 
(BB), only report 
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REGION 3-FINGER LAKES 


Bill Ostrander 

80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9@gmail.com 

September and November 2015 were both warmer than normal in Ithaca. 
September’s daily lows averaged 54° F, 6° above normal, and daily highs 
averaged 76°, 5° above normal. November lows averaged 34°, 3° higher than 
normal, and highs averaged 53°, 6° above normal. October was about normal 
while the difference between daily lows and highs was less than usual. October 
lows at 39° were 2° higher than normal, and highs at 57° were 2° lower than 
normal. 

September precipitation totaled 5.07", 1.84" above normal. Total October 
precipitation was 2.66", 0.57" less than normal. November precipitation 
accumulated only 1.18", 1.92" below normal. There was no snow accumulation 
during the entire season, 5.9" below normal. 

Maximum counts and estimates for many species of waterfowl, both 
dabbling and diving, were high compared to records accumulated between 1994 
and 2003. Most of these high counts occurred during November, when the 
higher than normal temperatures and lack of precipitation in the Region 
produced few cold fronts to motivate a southward movement of the waterfowl 
from the abundant aquatic habitat of the Finger Lakes Region. Rare but 
regularly occurring species like Greater White-fronted, Ross’s, and Cackling 
Geese and Eurasian Wigeon continued this fall. The most exciting find was a 
Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal that spent the first three weeks in November at 
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge (MNWR). 

With two exceptions, there was little out of the ordinary among the 
gallinaceous birds, loons, grebes, cormorants, wading birds, or raptors. The six 
separate reports of the usually hard to find Northern Goshawk was noteworthy 
as were 12 reports of Golden Eagle. 

An Important Bird Area monitoring survey turned up 128 Common 
Gallinules, a high number for that species. Sandhill Cranes continued to increase 
in the Region. Mike Tetlow reported 71 at Montezuma NWR, where at least 33 
remained at the end of the season. Montezuma NWR hosted a nice variety of 
shorebirds, with a Western Sandpiper in early September a highlight. Many 
birders saw the bird, and Benjamin Van Doren provided thorough details. 

There were several gulls of interest. Franklin’s Gull occurred on both 
Seneca and Cayuga Lakes. A Thayer’s Gull frequented the south end of Cayuga 
Lake and the compost pile near Reynolds State Game Farm in late November. 
Gulls thought to be Herring x Glaucous and Herring x Great Black-backed were 
reported. There was only one report of Black Tern, but several each of Common 
and Forster’s Terns. 
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Perhaps no species took greater advantage of the warm September weather 
than did Common Nighthawk, with many still migrating in late September and 
one reported in late October. The last Chimney Swift and Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird were both observed on 4 October. 

Observers doing traveling counts turned in high counts for every species of 
woodpecker except for Red-headed. The last observations of Olive-sided 
Flycatcher and Eastern Wood-Pewee were both at late dates. A Western 
Kingbird in Tompkins County was rare for the Region. A Bank Swallow at 
MNWR 18 October was the only late departing swallow. Jessie Barry and Chris 
Wood found a Cave Swallow at MNWR in mid-November. 

Jay McGowan found the last Marsh Wren at MNWR on the late date of 6 
November. The only late departing thrush was Chris Wood’s Swainson’s Thrush 
at Monkey Run in Tompkins County. Late departing warblers were Black-and- 
white Warbler (22 October), American Redstart (18 October), Northern Parula 
(21 October), Yellow Warbler (21 October), Prairie Warbler (11 October), and 
Canada Warbler (30 September). Warbler rarities were a Golden-winged 
Warbler that David Weber photographed at Cornell University’s Palmer Woods, 
a Prothonotary Warbler at Myers Point that surprised Jay McGowan with both 
its location and its late date (9-10 October), and a most unusual fall report of a 
Kentucky Warbler at Cornell Plantations that Tim Lenz, Jay McGowan, and 
Luke Seitz found. 

Notable sparrow reports for the season included a Clay-colored Sparrow at 
Cornell University seen by many and photographed by Jay McGowan, and two 
Nelson’s Sparrows seen and photographed by many at Cornell Research Ponds. 
None of the last reports for sparrows were late records in keeping with the 
normal October temperatures. 

Other records of interest included several reports of Dickcissel, including a 
report of four in Northeast Ithaca. There were two reports of Yellow-headed 
Blackbird from MNWR, one in September and a report of two in November. Ian 
Davies reported large numbers of Red-winged Blackbirds, Common Grackles, 
Brown-headed Cowbirds, and European Starlings roosting in Queen Catharine 
Marsh. A very late Baltimore Oriole was at Myers Point in early November. 

Common Redpolls and Pine Siskins both arrived in the Region in October. 
No other winter finches—crossbills or grosbeaks—were reported. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Janet Akin, Tom Auer, Gustave Axelson, Ben Barkley, Jessie Barry, Robert 
Bate, David Beattie, Daniel Bednarek, Wes Blauvelt, Oliver Bracko, Nicholas 
Bruns, Robert Buckert, Sara Burch, Ken Burdick, William Buskirk, Ethan 
Chaffee, Rob Chapman, Linda Clark Benedict, Alexandra Class Freeman, 
Andrew Consler, Doug Daniels, Abby Darrah, Ian Davies, Andrew Dreelin, 
Jacob Drucker, Gates Dupont, Sarah Dzielski, William Earley, Vera Fedoriw, 
Jennifer Fee, Wayne Fidler, John Fitzpatrick, Kelly Fitzsimmons, Mark 
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Fitzsimmons, Lauren Flesher, Brendan Fogarty, George Ford, Benjamin 
Freeman, Lindsay Glasner, Nathan Goldberg, Derek Green, Michael Gullo, 
Andrew Guthrie, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Barbara Hall, Larry Hall, Tim Healy, 
Wesley Hochachka, Bill Howe, Jasper Hunt Thomas, Carolyn Jacobs, Jesse 
Jaycox, Andy Johnson, Nicholas Kachala, Logan Kahle, Steve Kelling, Dave 
Kennedy, J Gary Kohlenberg, Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence, Alexander Lees, 
Tim Lenz, Patricia Lindsay, Jason Luscier, Garrett MacDonald, Mark Magistro, 
Mary Magistro, Jacob McCartney, Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Kevin 
McGowan, DJ McNeil, Matthew D. Medler, Eliot Miller, Ellen Miller, Ann 
Mitchell, Shai Mitra, IBA Monitoring, Mike Morgante, Lauren Morgens, 
Brooke Morse, Nargila Moura, David Nicosia, Paul Novak, Dave Nutter, James 
Osborn, Bill Ostrander, Wendy Paulson, Eric Pilotte, Jon Podoliak, Mike 
Powers, Bill Purcell, Thomas Riley, Paul Rodewald, Ken Rosenberg, Wade & 
Melissa Rowley, Reid Rumelt, Livia Santana, Matthew Sarver, Kelly Schaeffer, 
Tom Schulenberg, Luke Seitz, Kevin Seymour, Shirley Shaw, Tom Shepard, 
Dominic Sherony, Eric Sibbald, Roger Smith, J.A. Smith, Maria Smith, Joshua 
Snodgrass, Kimberly Snyder, Dave Spier, Greg Stuart, Kimberly Sucy, Rose 
Swift, Chris Tessaglia-Hymes, Michael Tetlow, Brandon Thurston, Sarah Toner, 
Diane Traina, Josip Turkalj, Benjamin Van Doren, Grant Van Horn, Alison Van 
Keuren, Sarah Wagner, Brad Walker, Mike Wasilco, Todd Watkins, David 
Weber, Mamie Weed, Cathleen Wetzel, David Wheeler, Diana Whiting, Alex 
Wiebe, Chris Wood, Monika Wood, Matthew Young. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

AHB - Aurora High Banks aka Mackenzie-Childs Bluffs, T Aurora, CAYU; 
BLNA - Bluegrass Lane Natural Area, T Ithaca, TOMP; CP - Cornell 
Plantations, CU; CygL - Cayuga L; CRP - Cornell Research Pds, T Dry den, 
TOMP; CU - Cornell University, C & T Ithaca, TOMP; DLP - Dryden L P 
TOMP; DP - Durland Preserve, T Dryden, TOMP; FLNF - Finger Lakes 
National Forest, T Hector, SCHU; HH - Hog Hole, Ithaca, T Dryden, TOMP; 
LPBP - Lindsay-Parsons Biodiversity Preserve, T Danby, TOMP; LPSP - Long 
Pt SP; MNWR - Montezuma NWR; MR - Monkey Run, T Dryden, TOMP; 
MtPl - Mount Pleasant, T Dryden, TOMP; MyPt - Myers Pt, T Lansing, 
TOMP; PW - Palmer Woods, T Ithaca, TOMP; PH - Prospect Hill, T 
Horseheads, CHEM; QCM - Queen Catharine Marsh, T Montour, SCHU; 
RHPP - Roy H. Park Preserve, T Dryden, TOMP; RJYC - Red Jacket Yacht 
Club, T Fayette, SENE; RSGF - Reynolds State Game Farm, T Dryden, TOMP; 
SD - Sullivanville Dam, T Horseheads, CHEM; SLSP - Seneca L SP; SPt- Salt 
Pt, T Lansing, TOMP; StP - Stewart P, Ithaca, TOMP; SW - SW TOMP; TFSP 
- Taughannock Falls SP; THSF - Texas Hollow State Forest, T Hector, SCHU; 
TDry - T Dryden; TIth - T Ithaca; TLan - T Lansing; TNew - T Newfield; 
TTyr - T Tyre. 
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WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: 

arr & max 3 MNWR 11 Oct (WF, M&MMa); 
Muar L Canandaigua ONTA 16 Oct (DD!, 
KMcGa, ph); last 2 MNWR 29 Oct (JO!). 
ROSS’S GOOSE: Cyg L T Aurelius CAYU 19 
& 26 Sep (mob); max 2 MNWR 21 Nov thru 
(mob). 

Snow Goose: max 1620 MNWR 27 Nov. 
Cackling Goose: arr MNWR 20 Sep (JHT); 
max 12 MNWR 14 Nov (JMcG, ph). 

Canada Goose: max 15,000 MNWR 27 Nov. 
Mute Swan: arr 2 MNWR 5 Oct (GF), late; 
max 4 MNWR 7 Oct (JT); last 2 Clifton 
Springs Hospital Pd, V Clifton Springs ONTA 
4 Nov (DSp). 

Trumpeter Swan: max 18 MNWR 21 Nov 
(JL), high. 

Tundra Swan: max 485 MNWR 21 Nov. 
Wood Duck: max 160 MNWR 6 Sep (JMcG). 
Gadwall: max 250 MNWR 1 Nov (JMcG) & 8 
Nov (GD, KR), high. 

Eurasian Wigeon: arr MNWR 5 Sep (LK, TL, 
BW, ST), early; max 2 MNWR 11 Oct-7 Nov 
(mob); last MNWR 10 Nov (LCB, DK). 

Am. Wigeon: max 5000 MNWR 23 Oct (IBA). 
Am. Black Duck: max 200 MNWR 14 Nov. 
Mallard: max 5000 MNWR 13 Nov (IBA), 
high. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 200 MNWR 26 Sep 
(JMcG, LSa); last MNWR 12 Nov (Mike 
Morgante). 

BLUE-WINGED X CINNAMON TEAL 
(hybrid): MNWR 1-22 Nov (mob, ph). 

N. Shoveler: max 250 MNWR 18 Oct (JMcG, 
LSa), high. 

N. Pintail: max 5900 MNWR 13 Nov (IBA), 
high. 

Green-winged Teal: max 5000 MNWR 13 
Nov (IBA), high. 

Canvasback: arr MNWR 11 Oct; max 80 
MNWR 14 Nov. 

Redhead: max 2000 MNWR 28 Nov (WBu), 
high. 

Ring-necked Duck: arr 6 MNWR 10 Sep; max 
7400 MNWR 10 Nov (IBA), high. 

Greater Scaup: max 270 MNWR 15 Nov (JB, 
LSe, CWo), high. 

Lesser Scaup: arr SenL TFSP 1 Oct; max 1650 
MNWR 15 Nov (JB, LSe, CWo), high. 

Surf Scoter: arr Sampson SP 18 Oct (LK, TL, 
AW); max 2 SenL TFSP 25 Oct (DK); last 
AHB 14 Nov (JMcG). 


White-winged Scoter: arr East Shore P TIth 
TOMP 17 Oct (JMcG & LSa); max 3 CygL StP 
14 Nov (CTH). 

Black Scoter: arr CygL MyPt 15 Oct (JMcG & 
LSa); max 12 CygL MyPt 7 Nov (CWo). 
Long-tailed Duck: arr 2 CygL TFSP 19 Oct 
(TL); max 23 CygL StP 14 Nov (CTH). 
Bufflehead: arr CygL MyPt 10 Sep; max 165 
AHB 7 Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr CygL MyPt 28 Oct; max 
13 AHB 15 Nov. 

Com. Merganser: max 106 Chemung R C 
Elmira CHEM 27 Sep. 

Red-breasted Merganser: arr SenL TFSP 12 
Sep; max 85 AHB 7 Nov (JMcG), high. 

Ruddy Duck: max 500 MNWR 8 Nov (mob), 
high. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: max 8 T Ledyard 
CAYU 29 Nov (JB), high. 

Red-throated Loon: arr 2 CygL MyPt 2 Nov 
(ID, JD); max & last 4 CygL RJYC 22 Nov 
(DNu). 

Com. Loon: arr CygL T Covert SENE 15 Sep 
(JAS); max 1345 CygL T Ledyard CAYU 7 
Nov (JMcG). 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 195 MNWR 18 Sep 
(IBA). 

Horned Grebe: arr MNWR 20 Sep (JHT), 
early; max & last 6 CygL RJYC 22 Nov. 
Red-necked Grebe: arr 3 Seneca L Lakefront 
P C Geneva 12 Sep (LK, NG, TL); max 4 CygL 
TFSP 11 Nov (TL). 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 605 CygL 
StP 3 Oct (KR). 

Am. Bittern: max 2 MNWR 2 Oct; last 
MNWR 15 Nov. 

Least Bittern: last MNWR 7 Sep (VF). 

Great Egret: max 80 MNWR 6 Sep; last 3 
MNWR 15 Oct. 

Green Heron: max 23 CU 9 Sep; last CU 13 
Oct. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 18 MNWR 
6 Sep; last 2 MNWR 6 Nov. 

Turkey Vulture: max 180 StP 1 Oct. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: max 11 MNWR 4 Sep; last 2 SW 24 
Oct. 

N. Goshawk: CU 1 Oct (LF, RR); TDry 8 Nov 
(JFi); CU 8 Nov (AW); MtPl 8 Nov (JGK); 
TNew TOMP 15 Nov (ID); Ithaca Reservoir, 
TIth TOMP 16 Nov (JGK). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: max 5 LPBP 15 Oct; 
last SW 11 Nov. 
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Broad-winged Hawk: max 52 T Enfield 
TOMP 20 Sep; last PH 7 Oct. 

Red-tailed Hawk: max 65 CU 17 Oct. 
Rough-legged Hawk: arr TLan TOMP 15 Oct. 
Golden Eagle: arr MtPl 10 Oct (LK, JMcG, 
KR); 11 reports from TOMP, 1 from ONTA. 
Virginia Rail: max 2 MNWR 1 Sep; 2 Owasco 
Lake Inlet 2 T Moravia CAYU 19 Sep; 2 QCM 

22 Sep; 2 Mark Twain SP 12 Oct; last BLNA 

23 Oct. 

Sora: max 2 MNWR 5 Sep; 2 MNWR 19 Sep; 

2 QCM 26 Sep; last PW CU 8 Oct. 

Com. Gallinule: max 128 MNWR 18 Sep 
(IBA), high; last MNWR 3 Nov. 

Am. Coot: max 900 MNWR 21 Nov. 

Sandhill Crane: max 71 MNWR 1 Nov (MT), 
high; last 33 MNWR thru. 

Black-bellied Plover: max 10 MNWR 25 Sep; 
last 7 MNWR 26 Oct. 

Am. Golden-Plover: max 19 T Farmington 
ONTA 16 Oct; last MNWR 7 Nov (WP, CWo), 
late. 

Semipalmated Plover: max 70 MNWR 6 Sep; 
last 2 MNWR 13 Oct. 

Killdeer: max 137 T Hector SCHU 13 Sep; last 
TIth TOMP 27 Nov. 

Spotted Sandpiper: max 6 MNWR 20 Sep 
(LG, KSc, KSn), high; last CU 6 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: max 22 LPBP 16 Sep 
(JMcG, LSa), high; last LPBP 10 Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: max 50 MNWR 5 Sep; 
last 2 MNWR 13 Nov. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 130 MNWR 6 Sep; 
last 3 MNWR 10 Nov. 

Upland Sandpiper: CU 9 Sep (mob); last PW 
CU 13 Sep (MSm, DWe). 

Hudsonian Godwit: arr MNWR 25 Sep (mob); 
max 4 MNWR 7 Oct-11 Oct (mob); last 
MNWR 14 Oct (EP). 

Ruddy Turnstone: MNWR 8 Sep-13 Sep 
(mob); SLSP 12-13 Sep (mob), only reports. 
Stilt Sandpiper: max 14 MNWR 27 Sep; last 3 
MNWR 11 Oct. 

Sanderling: CygL MyPt 1 Sep; last MNWR 4 
Nov. 

Dunlin: max 39 MNWR 30 Oct; last SenL 
Dresden YATE 21 Nov. 

Baird's Sandpiper: max 3 MNWR 1 Sep; last 
MNWR 8 Oct. 

Least Sandpiper: max 180 MNWR 6 Sep; last 
MNWR 1 Nov. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: max 8 MNWR 28 
Sep; last 2 MNWR 20 Oct. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: max 6 MNWR 1 
Sep (JO); last MNWR 25 Sep (JMcG, LSa). 


Pectoral Sandpiper: max 75 MNWR 6 Sep; 
last MNWR 10 Nov. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 200 MNWR 6 
Sep (KR), high; last MNWR 1 Nov. 
WESTERN SANDPIPER: arr MNWR 5-6 
Sep (mob, BVD!). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: max 12 MNWR 1 
Sep; last 4 MNWR 1 Oct. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: max 34 MNWR 4 
Oct. 

Wilson's Snipe: max 10 LPBP 3 Nov; last 
LPBP 16 Nov. 

Am. Woodcock: max 2 MNWR 19 Sep; last 
TIth TOMP 9 Nov. 

Wilson's Phalarope: MNWR 18 Sep-23 Sep 
(mob), only report. 

Red-necked Phalarope: max 2 Warren W. 
Clute Memorial P, Watkins Glen 12 Sep (ID, 
LK, TL); last MNWR 1 Oct (PL, SM), late. 
Bonaparte's Gull: max 14 CygL TFSP 13 
Nov; last 3 CygL RJYC 22 Nov. 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: arr SenL Lakefront P 
ONTA (BM), SenL Salt Pt, T Reading SCHU 
(ID), CygL TFSP (LSe), CygL MyPt (NG, 
JMcG, ph) 13 Nov; last CygL MyPt 15 Nov 
(JMcG, BW), part of major incursion in the 
East. 

Ring-billed Gull: max 3500 T Genoa CAYU 6 
Nov. 

Herring Gull: max 1800 RSGF 25 Nov. 
THAYER’S GULL: RSGF 22-25 Nov (mob, 
ph); CygL Ithaca 25-26 Nov (B&ACFr!, 
JMcG!), only reports. 

Iceland Gull: arr PW CU 10 Nov (LK, ST); 
max 3 RSGF 24 Nov (CWo), high. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: arr CygL LPSP 4 
Sep (WE); max 3 CygL MyPt 24 Nov (ID, 
CWo). 

Glaucous Gull: RSGF 24 Nov-26 Nov (mob), 
only report. 

Herring x Glaucous Gull (hybrid): RSGF 27 
Nov (CWo). 

Herring x Great Black-backed Gull (hybrid): 

RSGF 23-25 Nov (JMcG, EC). 

Caspian Tern: max 16 MNWR 1 Sep (AG) & 

6 Nov (JMcG), high; last CygL StP 7 Oct. 
Black Tern: CygL MyPt 7 Sep (JB, CWo), 
only report. 

Com. Tern: 2 T Danby TOMP 2 Sep (JMcG, 
LSa); max 15 CygL MyPt 30 Sep (JMcG, LSa); 
last Warren W. Clute Memorial Park, Watkins 
Glen 1 Oct (ID, AJ). 

Forster's Tern: SenL Watkins Glen SCHU 7 
Sep (ID, TL); 7 Sep CygL MyPt (JMcG, LSa); 
last CygL MyPt 30 Sep (JMcG, LSa). 
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PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: last MNWR 13 Sep. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: max 2 FLNF 5 Sep; last 
TIth TOMP 28 Sep. 

Barred Owl: max 3 MNWR 19 Sep (RB, NK); 
Hammond Hill SF TOMP 30 Oct (GM, DJM, 
RSw), high. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 2 Hammond Hill SF TOMP 
5 Oct-17 Nov. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 30 Chemung R Elmira 
27 Sep; last MR 26 Oct (CWo), late. 

Chimney Swift: max 9 PW CU 1 Sep; last 
MNWR 4 Oct. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 6 THSF 7 
Sep; last Painted Post 4 Oct. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: MNWR 1-5 Sep; 
CU 20 Sep; last TIth 9 Oct. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: max 12 MR 26 Sep 
(CWo), high. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: max 10 THSF 23 
Sep (GM), high. 

Downy Woodpecker: max 16 DLP 6 Sep 
(CWo), 16 THSF 24 Sep (ID), high. 

Hairy Woodpecker: max 8 MR 27 Sep (CWo), 
high. 

N. Flicker: max 25 CP 20 Sep (BB, LSe, 

BVD), high. 

Pileated Woodpecker: max 7 THSF 24 Sep 
(ID), high. 

Am. Kestrel: max 7 MtPl 2 Oct (JMcG). 
Merlin: max 3 PW CU 1 Oct (LK), high. 
Peregrine Falcon: max 3 MNWR 13 Sep. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: last CU 16 Sep (mob), 
late. 

E. Wood-Pewee: max 5 THSF 7 Sep & 5 
MNWR 19 Sep; last MR 10 Oct (CWo), late. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: max 3 THSF 7 Sep 
(ID, TL); last THSF 27 Sep (ID). 

Willow Flycatcher: MNWR 6 Sep (JMcG); 
DLP 6 Sep (JB); last Newfield-Danby town line 
TOMP 7 Sep (KR). 

Least Flycatcher: max 5 TIth TOMP 6 Sep 
(TSc), high; last SW 30 Sep. 

E. Phoebe: max 10 TIth TOMP 20 Sep; last 
TIth TOMP 1 Nov. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: max 2 DP 3 Sep; 
last BLNA 22 Sep (KR), late. 

WESTERN KINGBIRD: Newfield-Danby 
town line 7 Sep (mob, ph). 

E. Kingbird: max 2 MNWR 1 Sep & 2 DLP 8 
Sep; last T Veteran CHEM 10 Sep. 

N. Shrike: State Route 90 Fishing Access, T 
Summerhill CAYU 8 Nov (mob), only report. 


Yellow-throated Vireo: max 3 SD 4 Sep (NG, 
TL) & 3 THSF 6 Sep (ID), high; last Ontario 
Pathways T Phelps ONTA 5 Oct (JA), late. 
Blue-headed Vireo: max 19 THSF 24 Sep 
(ID), high; last TIth TOMP 29 Oct. 

Warbling Vireo: max 13 MyPt 9 Sep (JMcG, 
LSa), high; last PH 14 Oct (MP). 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr 3 PW CU 1 Sep; max 
5 PW CU 14 Sep (DWe) & 5 CP 20 Sep (BB, 
BVD, LSe), high; last SW 6 Oct (J&KMcGo). 
Red-eyed Vireo: max 24 THSF 7 Sep; last PW 
CU 20 Oct. 

Blue Jay: max 551 SPt 2 Oct (PL, SM). 

Am. Crow: max 1200 MyPt 8 Nov (JMcG). 
Fish Crow: max 15 RSGF 13 Sep & 17 Oct 
(KMcGo). 

Com. Raven: max 20 Gleason Meadows T Big 
Flats CHEM 19 Sep. 

Purple Martin: max & last 25 MNWR 19 Sep. 
Tree Swallow: max 3000 MNWR 26 Sep 
(JMcG, LSa); last MNWR 4 Nov (B&LHa). 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 30 MNWR 
27 Sep; last 2 MNWR 19 Oct. 

Bank Swallow: max 900 MNWR 6 Sep 
(JMcG); last MNWR 18 Oct (JMcG, LSa), late. 
Cliff Swallow: max 7 MNWR 27 Sep; last 
MNWR 7 Oct. 

CAVE SWALLOW: MNWR 15 Nov (JB, 
CWo!). 

Barn Swallow: max 100 MNWR 6 Sep; last 2 
MNWR 19 Oct. 

Tufted Titmouse: max 15 SW Rd 9 Oct (AL, 
NM), high. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 18 RHPP 22 Sep 
(JMcG, LSa). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: max 20 THSF 24 
Sep (ID), high. 

House Wren: max 5 TIth TOMP 6 Sep; last 
Riley Tree Farm T Niles CAYU 20 Oct. 

Marsh Wren: max 18 MNWR 2 Sep (JO), 
high; last MNWR 6 Nov (JMcG), late. 

Carolina Wren: max 6 PW CU 21 Sep (GD, 
LK, ST, AW), high. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: max 2 SD 4 Sep & 2 
MNWR 5 Sep; last THSF 13 Sep. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr DP 10 Sep; max 
21 THSF 6 Oct; last MyPt 27 Nov (JMcG). 
Veery: max 80 TIth TOMP 10 Sep; last 3 CU 
24 Sep. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr MR 3 Sep; max 30 
TIth TOMP 21 Sep; last 2 RHPP 14 Oct 
(JMcG, LSa). 

Swainson's Thrush: max 550 TIth TOMP 10 
Sep (JMcG), high; last MR 8 Nov (CWo), late. 
Hermit Thrush: max 8 PW CU 20 Oct; last 
Seveme Pt, SenL T Milo YATE 21 Nov. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
FALL 2015 



Townsend’s Solitaire, Thatcher SP, Albany, 24 Oct 2015, © Scott Stoner. 
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Black-capped Petrel, offshore Long Island, 24 Oct 2015, © Sean Sime. 



Franklin’s Gull, Venetian Shores Park, Suffolk , 13 Nov 2015, © Pete Morris. 
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Pacific-slope/Cordilleran Flycatcher, Central Park, New York , 22 Nov 2015, © Taylor 
Sturm. 



Peregrine Falcons nesting along Central Park, New York —see article pp. 13-18. 

Figure 1. View from the nest on Central Park West at 62 nd street, looking to the northeast. 
Adult female Peregrine and nest box (with two young) at lower left, 8 Jun 2014, © 
Robert DeCandido PhD. 
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Figure 2. Unbanded adult female Peregrine Falcon feeds ten day old nestlings on 20 May 
2014 at the Central Park West nest. Photograph © Deborah Allen. 



Figure 3. Banded adult male Peregrine Falcon delivers a male House Finch to the Central 
Park West nest on 14 Jun 2014. His left leg bands indicate he was banded by C. 
Nadareski as a nestling at nearby Riverside Church, New York, on 27 May 2011. 
Photograph © Deborah Allen. 
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Wood Thrush: max 120 TIth TOMP 10 Sep 
(JMcG); last MR 14 Oct. 

Am. Robin: max 350 TDry TOMP 30 Oct. 
Gray Catbird: max 45 Montezuma Heritage 
Park T Montezuma CAYU 15 Sep; last Ithaca 
21 Nov. 

Brown Thrasher: max 4 LPBP 16 Sep & 4 CP 
20 Sep; last Edwards Lake Cliff Preserve TLan 
TOMP 10 Oct. 

European Starling: max 21,400 QCM 22 Sep 
(ID). 

Am. Pipit: arr 18 MNWR 19 Sep; max 80 
MNWR 18 Oct; last 4 MtPl 20 Nov. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: arr MR 10 Oct (CWo); 
MNWR 18 Oct (JMcG, LSa); HH 21 Oct 
(JMcG, LSa); MyPt 26 Oct (JMcG); MNWR 21 
Nov (JMcG). 

Snow Bunting: arr 7 BLNA & MyPt 31 Oct; 
max 150 Savannah Mucklands TTyr SENE 20 
Nov. 

Ovenbird: max 20 CU 10 Sep (mob), high; last 
TIth TOMP 5 Oct. 

N. Waterthrush: max 2 SW 8-11 Sep; last 
Robert Treman SP 25 Sep. 

GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER (R3): PW 
CU 1 Sep (DWe, ph), only report. 

Blue-winged Warbler: max 4 THSF 7 Sep 
(ID, TL), high; last Ithaca 20 Sep. 

“Brewster's” Warbler (hybrid): SPt 9-13 Sep 
(ACFr&BFr, KR). 

Black-and-white Warbler: max 4 FLNF 5 Sep 
& 4 THSF 6 & 27 Sep; last Cayuga Community 
College Nature Trail, Auburn CAYU 22 Oct 
(KB), late. 

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (R3): MyPt 
& SPt 9-10 Oct (JMcG, LSa), unusual location. 
Tennessee Warbler: max 15 CU 10 Sep 
(mob), high; last QCM, TIth, TDry 10 Oct. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr & max 2 SW 
12 Sep (WH); last HH 29 Oct (ID). 

Nashville Warbler: max 8 LPBP 24 Sep; last 
Breeding Bird Atlas Block 3176D T 
Manchester ONTA 30 Oct (DSp). 

Mourning Warbler: last MNWR 26 Sep. 
KENTUCKY WARBLER (R3): CP 9 Sep 
(TL, JMcG, LSe!). 

Com. Yellowthroat: max 34 MNWR 26 Sep; 
last TDry TOMP & MR 25 Oct. 

Hooded Warbler: max 3 FLNF 5 Sep & 3 
THSF 7-13 Sep, Yellow Bam State Forest, 

TDry TOMP 7 Sep; last PH 2 Oct. 


Am. Redstart: max 15 CU 10 Sep (TL), high; 
last Ithaca Farmers Market, Ithaca 18 Oct 
(LSe), late. 

Cape May Warbler: max 12 CU 10 Sep 
(mob), high; last StP (TL) & TLan (TSc) 7 Oct. 
Cerulean Warbler: MNWR 24 Sep (JO), only 
report. 

N. Parula: arr Dry den L Linear Path TDry 
TOMP 1 Sep; max 11 THSF 23 Sep (GM), 
high; last Ithaca 21 Oct (DNu), late. 

Magnolia Warbler: max 26 CP 20 Sep (BB, 
LSe, BVD), high; last TDry (2 locations) 10 
Oct. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr CU, TDry 2 Sep; 
max 6 CP 20 Sep; last THSF 6 Oct. 
Blackburnian Warbler: max 7 THSF 7 Sep 
(ID, TL), high; last PW CU 28 Sep. 

Yellow Warbler: max 10 MNWR 6 Sep; last 
HH 21 Oct (mob), late. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: max 20 CU 10 Sep 
(mob), high; last MR 27 Sep. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max 15 CU 10 Sep (mob), 
high; last SPt 10 Oct. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 16 CU 10 

Sep (mob); last CU 13 Oct. 

Palm Warbler: arr Seneca Meadows Wetland 
Preserve T Seneca Falls SENE 5 Sep; max 9 
LPBP 24 Sep. 

Pine Warbler: max 7 Turtle Pd, Alpine SCHU 
12 Sep; last T Prattsburg STEU 18 Oct. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 60 LPBP 8 
Oct; last Jetty Woods TOMP 26 Nov. 

Prairie Warbler: last RHPP 11 Oct (DJM), 
late. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: max 31 

THSF 7 Sep (ID, TL), high; last BLNA. 
Canada Warbler: max 2 SD 4 Sep & 2 THSF 
6 Sep; last SW 30 Sep (JMcG), late. 

Wilson's Warbler: max 4 CP 9 Sep; last 2 CU 
6 Oct. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: max 12 CygL LPSP 4 Oct; last PW 
CU 11 Nov. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr LPBP & T Caroline 
TOMP 23 Oct; max 40 MNWR 31 Oct. 
Chipping Sparrow: max 53 BLNA 3 Oct; last 
T Seneca Falls SENE 14 Nov. 
CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (R3): CU 4 
Sep (mob, JMcG, ph, BFo!), only report. 

Field Sparrow: max 25 CygL LPSP 4 Oct 
(JMcG, LSa), high; last LPBP 3 Nov. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 4 BLNA 25 Oct; last 
BLNA 27 Oct (WH). 
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Savannah Sparrow: max 30 CU 10 Sep & 30 
TIth 10 Sep; last 2 BLNA 15 Nov. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 4 BLNA 25 Oct; last 
BLNA 27 Oct (WH). 

Savannah Sparrow: max 30 CU 10 Sep & 30 
TIth 10 Sep; last 2 BLNA 15 Nov. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: MNWR 19 Sep (DG), 
only report. 

NELSON’S SPARROW (R3): 2 CRP 8 Oct- 

11 Oct (mob, ph). 

Fox Sparrow: arr TIth TOMP 11 Oct; max 31 
LPBP 8 Nov; last TDry TOMP 25 Nov. 

Song Sparrow: max 100 Cornell Community 
Garden Plots TDry TOMP 9 Oct (KMcGo). 
Lincoln's Sparrow: arr MNWR 19 Sep; max 5 
Cornell Community Garden Plots TDry TOMP 

12 Oct; last Tompkins-Seneca-Tioga BOCES 
TIth TOMP 25 Oct. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 175 LPBP 8 

Oct(BFr). 

White-crowned Sparrow: arr MNWR 18 Sep; 
max 10 TLan TOMP 18 Oct; last 2 T Covert 
TOMP 23 Sep. 

Scarlet Tanager: max 10 THSF 6-7 Sep (ID, 
TL), high; last PW CU 8 Oct. 

N. Cardinal: max 22 TDry TOMP 3 Oct (JFi), 
high. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: max 30 CRP 20 
Sep; last PW CU 14 Oct. 


Indigo Bunting: max 10 Dry den L Linear Path 
TDry TOMP 1 Sep; last PW CU 15 Oct. 
Dickcissel: 2 CU 9 Sep (mob); max 4 TIth 
TOMP 10 Sep (JMcG), high; last T Erwin 
STEU 20 Oct (MWo). 

Bobolink: max 1975 QCM 1 Sep (ID), high; 
last 6 MNWR 14 Oct. 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 13,100 QCM 15 
Sep (ID). 

E. Meadowlark: max 6 SD 2 Oct; last MR 4 
Nov. 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: MNWR 
26 Sep (ADa); 2 MNWR 15 Nov (DiWh). 

Rusty Blackbird: arr LPBP 20 Sep; max 74 
SW 13 Nov. 

Com. Grackle: max 20,500 QCM 5 Oct (ID); 
last PW CU 30 Nov (DWe). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 1100 QCM 16 
Oct (mob); last T Horseheads CHEM (Daniel 
Bednarek) & 4 SW (AL, NM) 25 Nov. 
Baltimore Oriole: max 3 MNWR 3 Sep 
(JMcG); last MyPt 8 Nov (AL, EtM, NM, SW), 
late. 

Com. Redpoll: arr SW 26 Oct (WH), early; 
max 11 PH 6 Nov. 

Pine Siskin: arr TIth TOMP 1 Oct; max 58 T 
Enfield TOMP 10 Oct (PR), high. 


REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 
William Kuk 

26 Esther Avenue, Binghamton, NY 13903 
ckennykuk@stny.rr.com 

September 2015 was warmer and drier than normal. In fact September was the 
second warmest since 1950. October was about average regarding both 
temperature and precipitation. November was warmer (actually the fourth 
warmest November) and drier than average. El Nin~o anyone? 

Given the mild September weather, one would not have expected 
waterfowl to be coming through early, but a flock of Snow Geese was seen on 1 
October from a vantage point in Broome County. Black Scoters were seen in 
good numbers, with 12 seen on Pepacton Reservoir on 18 October. 

Moving on to raptors, Andy Mason reports that numbers from the Franklin 
Mountain hawk watch were somewhat down this year. The total count was 
4,312 raptors, which was 18% below the 14-year average of 5,275. However, 
Broad-winged Hawks were slightly above their 14-year averages, and on 15 
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September, 480 Broad-wings were counted, which was the high daily total for 
the season. (The high count for last year was 427 on 17 September.) The total 
number of Bald Eagles at 231 was 47% above average. Osprey recorded at 54 
was about the same as last year’s total of 53. Northern Harriers, Red-tailed 
Hawks, Sharp-shinned Hawks, and Cooper’s Hawks were all down significantly 
from their 14-year averages. Golden Eagles were also down from their average, 
with 124 tallied. On both 30 October and 14 November 26 Golden Eagles were 
sighted. 

One aspect of the decline noted above at the Franklin Mountain Hawk 
Watch is that the observation hours in 2015 were 26% below the 14-year 
average. The weather patterns may also play a role. Andy Mason states: “There 
is not a clear reason for the declines. A warm fall with few strong cold fronts is 
probably a factor. The warm December was particularly dismal with only 30 
birds counted during 15 days of coverage. Western Pennsylvania had big 
numbers of Golden Eagles early on, suggesting the birds passed through New 
York west of Franklin Mt. And there is evidence that Red-tailed Hawks may be 
migrating in fewer numbers, remaining north due to warming conditions.” 

Regarding shorebirds, two separate American Golden-Plovers were seen 
and photographed in the mudflats created by the low waters of the Chenango 
River in Binghamton in early September and then again in early October. This 
area of Chenango River is just south of Otsiningo Park and is easily accessible 
because there is a parking area and a river walk trail. So many birders were able 
to see these shorebirds. 

George Chiu found and photographed an immature Laughing Gull in 
Dorchester Park in late October. This is an uncommon bird for our Region, and 
the bird wound up staying for 11 days. It seemed relatively acclimated to human 
activities and was very interested in the garbage collection in the park and the 
fishermen’s pursuits. Late in November there was also an Iceland Gull spotted 
and photographed at Dorchester Park. 

Warbler diversity continued to be good, with 27 species recorded. (Last 
year’s total was 27 as well). Three Mourning Warblers were observed at the 
Lime Hollow Nature Center during a wave of fall migrants in early September. 

Lance Verderame found eight Vesper Sparrows in Delaware County on 18 
October. The sparrows were feeding in a cut field, and field marks were clearly 
visible. On 31 October, American Tree Sparrows made their first appearance of 
the season at the Carantouan Greenway in Tioga County. A flock of 14 Rusty 
Blackbirds was reported from Upper Lisle Park, and there were 13 other 
scattered reports of this declining species. 

There were 21 reports of Pine Siskins, some with good numbers, which 
seem to echo last year’s irruption. 

In summary, 209 species were reported with some interesting rarities for 
the Region. I also want to acknowledge and thank Dave Wheeler for the use of 
his software SwanSwanHummingbird which is used to sort eBird data and to 
identify arrivals, last dates, and high counts. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


AqPk - Aquaterra P, BROO; BUNP - Binghamton University Nature Preserve, 
BROO; CanL - Canadarago L, OTSE; CannR - Cannonsville Res, DELA; DorP 
- Dorchester P, BROO; FMHW - Franklin Mt. Hawkwatch, DELA; GrwP - 
Greenwood CP, BROO; LHNC - Lime Hollow Nature Center, CORT; MHL - 
Michigan Hollow L, TIOG; OtsL - Otsego L, OTSE; UL - Upper Lisle, BROO; 
WRRd - West River Rd, Marathon, CORT. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: arr flock BROO 1 Oct, early; 
max 19 East Maine Rd BROO 1 Oct. 

Brant: max 91 TIOG 8 Oct, flyover, photo. 
Cackling Goose: 2 GrwP 8-26 Oct, mob. 
Tundra Swan: 3 UL 14 Nov. 

Surf Scoter: DorP 8 Nov. 

Black Scoter: max 12 Pepacton Res DELA 18 
Oct. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 3 DorP 14 Nov. 
Ruddy Duck: max 6 DorP 12 Nov. 
Red-throated Loon: DorP 16-30 Oct. 

Com. Loon: max 14 Daisy Hollow Rd CORT 
25 Nov, flyover. 

Red-necked Grebe: UL 14 Nov. 

Great Egret: 80 reports, most in Sep. 

Turkey Vulture: total 429 FMHW, 4% above 
avg. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

(FMHW totals cover 25 Aug to 3 Jan; averages 
reflect 2001-2014 data, intro). 


Osprey: total 54 FMHW, 57% below avg. 

Bald Eagle: total 231 FMHW, 47% above avg; 
many other rep; very widespread. 

N. Harrier: total 46 FMHW, 33% below avg. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: total 297 FMHW, 46% 
below avg. 

Cooper's Hawk: total 48 FMHW, 54% below 
avg. 

N. Goshawk: total 11 FMHW, 49% below 
avg. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: total 23 FMHW, 59% 
below avg. 

Broad-winged Hawk: total 1458 FMHW, 
about avg. 

Red-tailed Hawk: total 1486 FMHW, 24% 
below avg; many other rep. 

Rough-legged Hawk: total 1 FMHW, 88% 
below avg. 

Golden Eagle: total 124 FMHW, 28% below 
avg. 

Virginia Rail: MHL 14-28 Sep. 

Sora: BUNP 27-29 Sep, photos. 
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Am. Golden-Plover: Chenango R, 

Binghamton BROO 8-9 Sep & 4-6 Oct, photos. 
Baird’s Sandpiper: Prentice Rd, Vestal 
BROO 5-9 Sep. 

Laughing Gull: DorP 29 Oct to 8 Nov, mob, 
photos. 

Iceland Gull: Yaman P CORT 21 Nov; DorP 
25 Nov. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Snowy Owl: Pepacton Res DELA 16 Nov. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last 2 Endicott 
BROO 29 Sep. 

Am. Kestrel: total 40 FMHW, 61% below avg. 
Merlin: total 24 FMHW, 4% below avg. 
Peregrine Falcon: total 20 FMHW, 26% 
above avg; many rep from Binghamton BROO 
of resident downtown pair. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

N. Shrike: arr Caldwell Hill Rd BROO 6 Nov. 
Horned Lark: max 17 Caldwell Hill Rd 
BROO 6 Nov. 


Swainson's Thrush: max night flight 6 
Greater Binghamton Airport BROO 13 Sep 
(DN). 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Snow Bunting: max 5 Pepacton Res DELA 31 
Oct. 

Mourning Warbler: 3 LHNC 7 Sep. 

TOWHEES-WEAVERS 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr Carantouan Greenway 
TIOG31 Oct. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 8 Bridge StDownsville 
DELA 18 Oct. 

Red Crossbill: UL 15 Oct; Long Pond SF 
CHEN 26 Nov. 

Rusty Blackbird: 14 UL 4 Nov; 13 other rep 
with small numbers. 

Pine Siskin: max 60 Bridge St Downsville 
DELA 25 OCT; 58 Long Pond SF CHEN 26 
NOV; 20 scattered rep. 


REGION 5—ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 
Matt Perry 

3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 
mperry63@roadrunner.com 

David Wheeler 

20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 
tigger64@aol.com 

On the whole the fall season was warmer than normal with below average 
precipitation. A mean temperature of 67.9° F in September was nearly 6° above 
the norm. On 7 September a high of 93° was recorded in Syracuse. A total of 
5.05" of rain fell in September, which is 1.36" higher than normal. 2.96" of that 
precipitation came in a single storm on the 29 th and 30 th . In Syracuse the average 
temperature for October was 49.9°, which is 0.7° cooler than normal. 
Precipitation was 3.77", which is only slightly above average for the month. In 
October a few inches of snow fell in northern parts of the Region, but only 0.4" 
fell in Syracuse, which is average for that city. Precisely the same amount of 
snow fell in November, but in this case it was over 9" less than normal. The 
mean temperature for November was 46°, which is 5.4° above average. A 
meager total of 0.89" of rainfall in November gave the month a precipitation 
deficit of 2.64". 
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By all accounts waterfowl migration was unremarkable this season. 
Persistent mild temperatures and the lack of strong storm fronts kept most tallies 
low, even as it made for more comfortable birding. It seemed that typical 
“October” conditions prevailed right through the end of November. Snow Goose 
migration seemed to hold off until December, which is typical. Brant migration 
peeked in mid-October with a high count of 1945 over Derby Hill on the 17th. 

For the most part, Derby Hill was deprived of large movements of migrant 
waterfowl, but other classes of birds occasionally kept things interesting there. 
On 14 September, 20-25 mph winds from the “right” direction (NW-W) 
delivered a nice spread of species including some rarities. Notables on that day 
included: Long-tailed Jaeger, Black-legged Kittiwake, Sabine’s Gull, Little 
Gull, and Forster’s Tern. Gregg Dashnau’s field notes documented an important 
feature for separating distant Sabine’s Gull from kittiwake. Like Little Gull, 
Sabine’s dabs at the water’s surface persistently, never making the steady 
upwind progress that kittiwakes always do. That same day, observers at Derby 
saw 13 American Golden-Plovers as well as four phalaropes sitting together on 
the water. Phalaropes were seen moving about all day, leading to speculation 
about number and identity. The birds were always distant and sunlit from 
various angles. The bill could never be seen and the back pattern changed 
appearance as the sun struck it from different directions. Though Red-necked is 
the more common migrant in the Great Lakes, Red could not be excluded. 

The spectacle of many thousands of Canada Geese staging at ponds 
throughout the Region never gets old for many birders. In mid-November at 
Woodman Pond in Madison County, Richard Cohen captured on video skein 
upon skein of geese streaming in from the surrounding countryside and settling 
onto the water. In mid-November the flock size was estimated at less than 4000, 
but on that relatively small body of water it made for quite a sight. On 10 
November, a careful scan of the goose assemblage at Woodman revealed single 
Brant, Snow Goose, and Greater White-fronted Goose. The latter species 
remained for the balance of the period. Greater White-fronted Geese were also 
found at three other locations. Despite the large numbers of Canada Geese 
migrating through and/or staging in the Region, there were only eight reports of 
Cackling Geese. 101 Gadwall reported by Ken Burdick on 19 September at Fair 
Haven is an impressive count, especially when compared to the dismal high 
counts of other dabblers. Northern Shovelers weren’t common this fall, but a 
decent count of 11 came in from the Utica Marsh on 26 November. Our duck 
highlight was a Eurasian Wigeon found by Gregg Dashnau at Fair Haven, which 
like fellow-European Lesser Black-backed Gull seems to be over-represented in 
North America compared with other European duck species. Why are they 
getting here so often and where are they coming from? 

The outbreak of type E botulism affecting Lake Ontario was purportedly 
serious, but during the period few cases of dead or dying fish-eating birds were 
reported from Region 5. Jean Soprano, a wildlife rehabilitator at Kindred 
Kingdoms Wildlife Center (KKWC) in Pennelville, treated several birds 
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exhibiting symptoms consistent with botulism. A Mallard (not thought to be 
overly susceptible to this disease due to diet) picked up in Oswego on 12 
September tested positive for the disease but recovered with treatment and was 
later released. Another botulism case involved a White-winged Scoter that came 
in from Richland on 30 September. Affected birds typically die after ingesting 
botulinum toxins in their prey fish. Birds are first paralyzed and then drown. 
Since the early 2000s, it is not unusual for tens of thousands of birds to die in 
botulism outbreaks around the Great Lakes. 

A not-so-impressive high count of 28 Wild Turkeys was reported from 
Dolgeville on 24 September. Numbers of Wild Turkey in the Region continue to 
be low. Reasons for the decline are likely multifold, but local observations point 
to the increasing numbers of mammalian nest predators as a chief factor. It’s 
possible that the overabundance of turkeys in the 1990s was due to an imbalance 
in the predator/prey relationship, and, with predators now reestablishing 
themselves in the Region, a smaller and arguably more sustainable turkey 
population could be the result. This is probably not such a bad thing for other 
avian consumers of beechnuts and other popular turkey forage. Declining or not, 
turkeys are still finding ways to let their presence be known on the landscape. 
During Thanksgiving week (of all times), Rose DeNeve and party attempted to 
get a closer look at two adult male turkeys that were standing along a highway. 
As soon as their car came to a stop on the shoulder of the road, both turkeys 
trotted across the highway and began hazing the vehicle. DeNeve reported that 
the birds “...began running around the car. They repeated this action a few 
times, with occasional stops between rounds to peer at us through windows or 
fan out their tails and display at the front bumper.” DeNeve tried to evade the 
turkeys by pulling back onto the pavement, but the birds continued circling the 
car, effectively blocking her way forward. She decided that instead of risking the 
birds’ lives by pushing them into passing traffic, she’d just pull off the pavement 
for a while and wait. Soon enough a pick-up truck drove by and drew the birds 
off. DeNeve said that the turkeys pursued the truck “....like two black labs 
chasing a set of wheels.” 

Bitterns tend to migrate early and are often missed in the fall period, but a 
single Least Bittern was found by Dave Nash at the Clay Marsh on 6 September 
and two American Bitterns were found in Pulaski, also during the first week of 
September. 

Although the Bishop Road Hawk Watch (near Pulaski) was mostly starved 
of favorable winds, there were a few notable flights to report. On 23 October 
Bill Purcell saw three Golden Eagles pass over. His best day for Broad-winged 
Hawks was 20 September when 143 migrated through. Half way across the 
Region at Spring Farm Nature Preserve in the Town of Kirkland, a couple of 
kettles of Broad-winged Hawks (totaling 89 birds) were seen on 12 September. 
The raptors circled in a sunny portion of the sky directly in front of a massive 
shelf cloud that was pushing north and edging east—essentially skirting the 
Region. Mickey Scilingo’s persistent observing from his yard paid off with a 
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Golden Eagle on 16 November. 

All of the summer resident rail species were found this period, albeit in 
small numbers. Leading a field trip to Fair Haven for the Onondaga Audubon 
Society on 21 November, Gene Huggins asked “Where are the Coots?” That 
same question was asked by a few of us during the course of the season. It’s 
undeniable that the number of American Coots being reported around the 
Region continues to fall. Perhaps two consecutive hard winters that penetrated 
further south than usual share some of the blame. Coots frequently linger late 
into the season and often seem to be taken by surprise by the onset of ice. 

There were no persistent or great concentrations of shorebirds during the 
season. Unfortunately, that hardly comes as a surprise anymore. Still, a fair 
diversity of species was encountered and few expected species were missed. 
Observing from the north lookout at Derby Hill on 13 September, Dave Wheeler 
saw one Hudsonian Godwit flying together with two pluvialis plovers 
(presumably Black-bellied Plovers). Subsequently seven other likely 
Hudsonians were seen as they flew along the same flight line but were not seen 
clearly enough to be safely identified. Two Buff-breasted Sandpipers at Delta 
Lake on 2 September were a great find by Kevin McGann. An additional two 
discovered by Mickey Scilingo only five days later at the Sky High Turf Farm in 
Chittenango is interesting. Were they the same birds? Whimbrel continued a 
best-in-recent-memory showing on the Ontario lakeshore with birds at Fair 
Haven and Derby Hill. 

The Region experienced a fair number of jaegers passing by Derby Hill 
this period. Three Pomarine Jaegers were seen there on 19 November by Dave 
Wheeler. More than two months earlier on 14 September, Bill Purcell tallied an 
impressive 12 Parasitic Jaegers and two Long-tailed Jaegers. Although gull 
numbers were low this period, the Region racked up a few surprises— 
particularly the aforementioned Sabine’s Gull. On 7 November, another 
Sabine’s was seen foraging with Bonaparte’s Gulls at Oswego Harbor. Bill 
Purcell reported that strong winds out of the south and west on 13 November 
pushed six Franklin’s Gulls past Derby Hill as part of a broader incursion of 
the species into the eastern US. Viewing the next day under similar conditions, 
Wheeler photographed groups of four and two that passed late in the day. 
Analysis revealed two adults and four immatures. Dashnau, who was leaving for 
the day, was able to view the birds through his car windshield as Wheeler 
frantically waved and pointed at them. 

In mid-November members of the Utica Peregrine Falcon Project (UPFP) 
responded to calls of Rock Pigeons acting erratically and falling dead in the 
vicinity of downtown Utica. Since safeguarding the resident pair of Peregrine 
Falcons is the organization’s primary concern and pigeons are one of the 
raptors’ main prey species, members of UPFP mobilized to collect carcasses. In 
a few days, 20 pigeons and one Dark-eyed Junco were collected and turned over 
to the DEC for testing. Test results were slow in coming, but ultimately the 
notorious pesticide Avitrol was detected in two of the specimens. Another 
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unidentified pesticide was suspected in some of the other specimens. During a 
period of three weeks, around 40 pigeon carcasses were recovered by the UPFP. 
With poisoning confirmed and the threat to the Peregrines and other non-target 
species validated, the DEC mounted an investigation. At the time of the 
incident, the DEC informed the UPFP that no licensed application of Avitrol had 
been authorized in the downtown area due to the possibility of non-target birds 
(including a NYS Endangered Species) being affected. As of this writing, no 
results from the DEC’S investigation have been announced. Avitrol is a deadly 
and dangerous pesticide, and its use is subject to strict regulation. According to 
the manufacturer of Avitrol, uneaten tainted corn and all bird carcasses must be 
removed from the site and disposed of in a prescribed manner. It was clear that 
those guidelines were disregarded in this case. 

A mother and son walking near a railroad tracks in Phoenix came upon a 
Great Horned Owl that was unable to fly and had badly damaged talons. During 
an attempt to rescue the bird, the woman fell on the tracks, injuring herself and 
breaking a finger. An oncoming train suddenly made the situation more grave, 
but, thankfully, the woman and the owl were moved to safety in time. The owl 
was taken to KKWC where unfortunately it had to be euthanized. The Region’s 
first Snowy Owl showed up in Clinton during the week of 16 November, but 
was promptly killed after impacting against a building. The bird was collected 
by a DEC Wildlife Biologist that was called to the scene. The only other Snowy 
Owl report came from Fair Haven on 25 November. An adult male Barred Owl 
found in Volney on 28 October had both feet shattered by a leg-hold trap. The 
bird was brought to KKWC where it had to be euthanized. This run of bad news 
for owls concludes with the season’s sole report of a Short-eared Owl. On 28 
November the body of a Short-eared Owl was collected from an airport runway 
at the Griffiss Business and Technology Park in Rome. It’s speculated that the 
owl didn’t strike directly into the plane, but rather the force of a mass of air from 
the landing plane drove the owl into a hard impact against the ground. There 
were widespread reports of Merlins this period, which is no longer unusual. 
Both of the Region’s resident pairs of Peregrine Falcons were accounted for this 
season and just over a dozen migrant Peregrines were reported. 

A female Ruby-throated Hummingbird continued into late October (at 
least) at a Syracuse residence. In fall 2013, presumably the same bird lingered 
into late November until an abrupt change to winter weather necessitated 
capture. The bird had followed the homeowner indoors as she carried its feeder 
and was subsequently overwintered by Jean Soprano and released in May 2014. 
The bird was absent in fall 2014, but the feeders were brought in early. Did it 
migrate on time or linger elsewhere? Both homeowner and Soprano noted the 
exceptionally vocal nature of the individual. Cold weather in late October 
necessitated use of an overnight heat lamp, but fall 2015 proved to be mild. As 
of this writing, the outcome of this interesting story is somewhat unknown. The 
homeowner may have brought the feeder in during warmer early-November 
weather in an attempt to encourage the bird’s migration. 
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Flycatcher migration wasn’t particularly noteworthy; only a single Olive¬ 
sided Flycatcher was reported. Separate observers confidently claimed both 
Alder Flycatcher and Willow Flycatcher in the first week of September, which 
can be a brave thing to do, and there were seven reports of single Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers. Northern Shrikes showed up in four locations, but none of them 
lingered or were relocated. In the latter part of September, Mickey Scilingo 
spent a few hours each morning counting Blue Jays as well as other migrants 
that passed by his residence on the north shore of Oneida Lake at Constantia. 
The numbers of Blue Jays counted were significant, with a maximum tally of 
3403 on 25 September! The total Scilingo counted between 21 September-4 
October was a staggering 12,573 Blue Jays, a conservative estimate! 

There was no discernible irruption of Red-breasted Nuthatches, and Winter 
Wren numbers continue to be low. Once again migrant Hermit Thrushes were 
slim on the ground. An extraordinary movement of American Robins was noted 
in several places around the Region but was most pronounced on the Oneida 
lakeshore, where, during a snow squall on 8 November, Mickey Scilingo 
counted 2766 birds. Far away from any lake or significant geographic 
boundaries, Matt Perry and Tim Johnston counted migrants passing over Spring 
Farm Nature Preserve in the early post-dawn hours, and they too tallied large 
numbers of migrating American Robins as well as a fair number of Cedar 
Waxwings—all heading south. 1169 robins were counted there on 30 October. 

On 22 November, 25 Common Ravens kited in strong west winds just east 
of Mexico Bay while observers at Derby Hill watched the spectacle for several 
hours. Eventually the birds passed by in small groups going upwind. A flock of 
ravens on the Ontario lakeshore is not unprecedented. In 2007 Wheeler and 
Tony Shrimpton were surprised to see at least 18 during a fall lakewatch near 
Sterling. Ken Burdick intercepted a Cave Swallow at Fair Haven, one of the 
Region’s best places to look for the species. Birding the east end of Oneida Lake 
on strong east winds, Wheeler found another Cave Swallow feeding along the 
sheltered shoreline at the Verona Beach lighthouse. The bird was extensively 
photographed and showed active wing molt like that illustrated in the Sibley 
Guide to Birds—most of the secondaries and inner primaries freshly replaced, 
with worn, almost translucent outer primaries strongly contrasting. A shift to 
strong west winds the next day would likely be unkind. 

Neotropical songbird migration wasn’t so spectacular this fall. High counts 
were very low and few of the best “hotspots” received more than a steady trickle 
of movement even during the normal peak days of the season. Tennessee 
Warblers were relatively numerous this season, while the numbers of 
Blackburnian Warblers and Black-throated Blue Warblers were low. Seven 
reports of Orange-crowned Warblers and eight reports of Cape May Warblers 
seemed a little above par. Sparrow migration was somewhat more encouraging 
and dominated by a large contingent of White-throated Sparrows. A maximum 
of 200 was counted at Three Rivers WMA on 8 October. A few observers noted 
that Fox Sparrow numbers were down, and that may be indicative of a 
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continuing downward trend for that species. 

Wheeler again monitored Common Grackle and other blackbirds roosting 
at the Clay Marsh. Summertime spraying for mosquitos at the spot has 
eliminated most insectivores as breeders, but great rivers and huge counts use 
the spot as a roost during late March and October. Theresa and Jeff Covington 
joined the fun and reversed it occasionally, watching the morning departure just 
before sunrise. For the second year in a row, Joe Brin noted late Bobolinks still 
present into mid-October at a Baldwinsville farm. Aside from Pine Siskins, fall 
reports of irruptive winter finches were non-existent this season. 

A total of 236 species was reported for the season, which is two more than 
the recent 10-year average of 234. Highlights included: Cackling Goose, 
Eurasian Wigeon, Golden Eagle, Whimbrel, Hudsonian Godwit, Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper, Red/Red-necked Phalarope, Pomarine Jaeger, Parasitic Jaeger, 
Long-tailed Jaeger, Black-legged Kittiwake, SABINE’S GULL, Little Gull, 
FRANKLIN’S GULL, Forster’s Tern, Snowy Owl, Short-eared Owl, CAVE 
SWALLOW, and Orange-crowned Warbler. 

Swan Hummingbird v4.02 was used to process 34,388 eBird records from 
155 contributors. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Dennis Anderson, Betty Armbruster, Brenda Best, Sue Boettger, Carla 
Bregman, Joseph Brin, Ted Buhl, Ken & Rose Burdick (KRB), Andrea Burke, 
Bernie Carr, Gerald Case, David Cesari, Richard Cohen, Karl Curtis, Jim 
D’Angelo, Abby Darrah, Greg Dashnau, Rose DeNeve, Jane Fagerland, Wayne 
Fidler, Mark & Kelly Fitzsimmons, Nathan Goldberg, Louise Gomez, Bill 
Gruenbaum, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Barbara & Larry Hall (BLH), Gene Huggins, 
Tim Johnston, Logan Kahle, Joshua LaCelle, Josiah LaCelle (JaL), Robert 
LaCelle III, Greg Lawrence, Gary Lee, Tim Lenz, Jason Luscier (JLu), Garrett 
MacDonald, Mark Magistro (MMa), Mary Magistro, Kevin McGann, Jay 
McGowan (JM), Gary Meyers, David Nash, Cody Nichols, Matt Perry, Jon 
Podoliak, Bill Purcell, Paul Richardson, Margaret Rusk, Deb Saltis, Livia 
Santana, Mickey Scilingo, Tony Shrimpton, Gerry Smith, Jean Soprano, Chris 
Spagnoli, Jim Tarolli (JT), Judy Thurber (JTh), Matt Voelker, Brad Walker, 
Mike Wasilico, Drew Weber (DWe), David Wheeler (DW), Brian White, Robert 
G. Williams III, Judy Wright, Ken Zoller. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Adks - Adirondacks (n. HERK); BLNC - Beaver L Nature Center, 
Baldwinsville; BRH - Bishop Road Hawk Watch, T Richland; Bville - 
Baldwinsville; CM - Clay Marsh, Clay; Const - Oneida L at Constantia; DB - 
Ditch Bank Rd & vicinity, T Sullivan/Lenox; DH - Derby Hill, T Mexico; DL - 
Delta L; FH - Fair Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and vicinity; GB - Great Bear Rec 
Area, Fulton; GLSP - Green Lakes SP, Fayetteville; GSC - Great Swamp 
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Conservancy, n. MADI; Hast - Hastings; HI - Howland I WMA; NH - New 
Haven; OLC - Onondaga L Creekwalk; OneiL - Oneida L; OnonL - Onondaga 
L; OswH - Oswego Harbor; SBP - Sunset Bay P, Scriba; SFNS - Spring Farm 
Nature Sanctuary, Kirkland; SH - Southern Highlands of ONON & MADI; 
SHTF - Sky High Turf Farm, Chittenango, MADI; Skan - Skaneateles; SNC - 
Sterling Nature Center, Sterling; SSSP - Selkirk Shores SP; SVB - Sylvan & 
Verona Beach; Syr - Syracuse; TR - Three Rivers WMA, Lysander; VBSP - 
Verona Beach SP; WP - Woodman Pond, Hamilton. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Syr 25 Oct 

(JLu, ph); 2 GSC 15 Nov (GC); 2 BLNC 11-22 
Nov (JB, GD); WP 25 Oct thru (GM, MP); T of 
Russia, HERK, 3 Nov (GC), unexpected loc. 
Snow Goose: arr 70 DeWitt 28 Oct; prior 
reports of singles & small numbers; 65 FH 14 
Nov. 

Brant: arr 75 FH 30 Sep; max 1945 DH 17 
Oct; last OswH 14 Nov. 

Cackling Goose: arr NH 26 Sep (WF); max 4 
SSSP 15 Nov (CN); about 8 reports. 

Canada Goose: 3500 BLNC 24 Oct; max 4000 
WP16 Nov. 

Mute Swan: max 34 FH 14 Oct. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 10 FH 20 Oct (BP); all 
reports from FH and vicinity. 

Tundra Swan: arr 2 FH 10 Oct; max 12 DH 14 
Nov. 

Wood Duck: 35 HI 9 Sep; max 36 Phoenix 15 
Nov. 

Gadwall: arr HI 19 Sep; max 101 FH 19 Nov 
(KB), good number. 

Eurasian Wigeon: FH 14 Oct (GD, ph). 

Am. Wigeon: 82 FH 20 Oct; max 90 WP 6 
Nov. 

Am. Black Duck: max 377 DH 22 Oct; 76 
BLNC 25 Oct. 

Mallard: 220 Bville 6 Sep; Oswego 12 Sep, 
one with Type E Botulism (JS), intro ; max 261 
DeRuyter Reservoir 5 Nov. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 14 Hamilton 2 Sep; 6 
HI 19 Sep-11 Oct; low counts & relatively few 
reports. 

N. Shoveler: arr HI 19 Sep; 8 FH 17 Oct; max 
11 UM 26 Nov; low counts. 

N. Pintail: arr 5 DH 13 Sep; max 310 DH 17 
Oct; 57 FH 3 Oct. 

Green-winged Teal: 35 Richfield Springs 14 
Sep; max 50 DH 17 Oct. 

Canvasback: arr FH 26 Oct; few reports; none 
after 14 Nov. 

Redhead: 6 Fulton 14 Oct; max 9 FH 21 Oct; 6 
BLNC 8 Nov. 

Ring-necked Duck: 98 Tully 11 Nov; 87 


Warren 11 Nov; max 120 Pompey 22 Nov. 
Greater Scaup: arr Const 15 Sep; 8 FH 30 Oct; 
max 60 DH 7 Nov. 

Lesser Scaup: arr FH 30 Sep; 13 FH 17 Oct; 

max 17 DH 8 Nov. 

scaup sp: max 150 Pompey 23 Oct. 

Surf Scoter: arr 6 FH, OswH 30 Sep; max 10 
DH 17 Oct; 3 Big Moose ADK 19 Nov. 
White-winged Scoter: arr OswH 30 Sep; max 
134 DH 17 Oct; Richland, OSW 30 Oct (JS), 
botulism; 28 FH 7 Nov. 

Black Scoter: arr BLNC 13 Oct; max 19 DH 
13 Nov. 

Surf/Black Scoter: max 50 DH 17 Oct. 
Long-tailed Duck: arr 9 DH 17 Oct; max 200 
DH 1 Nov; 83 OswH 13 Nov. 

Bufflehead: arr DH 17 Oct; max 17 FH 7 Nov. 
Com. Goldeneye: arr 3 DH 25 Oct; 75 OneiL 
23 Nov; max 180 OneiL 27 Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: 19 Mallory 26 Nov; 16 
Otisco Lake 26 Nov; max 54 BLNC 28 Nov. 
Com. Merganser: max 160 SVB 23 Nov; 148 
BLNC 25 Nov. 

Red-breasted Merganser: arr DH 14 Sep; max 
400 FH 30 Oct; 200 DH 7 Nov. 

Ruddy Duck: arr Warren 1 Oct; max 50 WP 
26-30 Oct. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: max 6 TR 8 Oct; 10 
reports of singles; none east of OneiL. 

Ruffed Grouse: 2 SFNS 7-12 Oct; max 3 Ohio 

13 Oct; 3 Erieville 21 Oct. 

Wild Turkey: max 28 Dolgeville 24 Sep; 26 
SH 10 Nov. 

Red-throated Loon: arr DH 17 Oct; max 8 
OswH 19 Nov. 

Com. Loon: max 40 DH 17 Oct; 26 FH 5, 14 
Nov; 10 OswH 13 Nov. 

Pied-billed Grebe: 8 TR 5 Oct; max 11 WP 7 
Oct; 7 WP 20 Oct. 

Horned Grebe: arr 24 OswH 7 Oct; 25 DH 22 
Oct; max 27 FH 5 Nov. 

Red-necked Grebe: arr DH 9 Sep; max 3 DH 

14 Oct & WP 16 Oct. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 345 Oswego 
21 Oct; 274 FH 21 Oct; 227 Phoenix 23 Oct. 
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Least Bittern: CM 6 Sep, only report. 

Am. Bittern: Pulaski 2 Sep, only report. 

Great Blue Heron: 7 Cedarville 1 Sep; max 8 
DL 7 Sep; 7 UM 14 Sep. 

Great Egret: 7 DL 3 Sep; 8 Warners 16 Sep; 
max 11 Port Byron 18 Sep; last HI, GSC 15 
Oct. 

Green Heron: max 5 TR 9 Sep; 4 Jamesville 9 
Sep; 4 UM 15 Sep; last West Eaton 20 Oct, late. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: no reports. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Turkey Vulture: 106 DH 14 Sep; 80 Clinton 
17 Oct; max 469 BRH 23 Oct. 

Osprey: 5 Phoenix 3 Sep; max 6 DH 14 Sep; 
last Mexico 1 Nov. 

Golden Eagle: arr & max 3 BRH 23 Oct (BP); 
Western 9 Nov, ad; Const 16 Nov; only reports. 
Bald Eagle: max 10 BRH 20 Sep; 10 SNC 25 
Oct; 8 DH 17 Oct. 

N. Harrier: 3 Poland 2 Sep; 3 Fairfield 11 Oct; 
3 BRH 23 Oct; max 6 DH 13 Nov. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 6 BRH 20 Sep; max 17 
Const 25 Sep (MS); 14 Const 26 Sep (MS); 
relatively good numbers. 

Cooper's Hawk: 2 SFNS 12,20 Sep; max 3 
Const 25, 26 Sep; 2 DH 12 Sep. 

N. Goshawk: Const 26 Sep (MS), only report. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: only 11 reports of 
singles thru 1 Nov. 

Broad-winged Hawk: 89 SFNS 12 Sep; 143 
BRH 20 Sep; last Camden 5 Oct. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Boonville 11 Sep (JS), West 
Nile Virus, expires; 11 Const 18 Oct; 39 BRH 
23 Oct. 

Rough-legged Hawk: arr BRH 23 Oct; 7 
reports of singles. 

Virginia Rail: HI 12 Sep; max 3 Hamilton 27 
Sep; only reports. 

Sora: 2 HI 26 Sep, only report. 

Com. Gallinule: 5 Hamilton 8, 28 Sep; max 14 
HI 19 Sep; last 3 HI 11 Oct. 

Am. Coot: 17 FH 14 Oct; 32 FH 21 Oct; 20 
WP 10 Nov; relatively low numbers. 

Sandhill Crane: DB 7 Sep (MS); max 5 HI 6 
Oct (TB); only reports. 

Black-bellied Plover: 6 DH 14 Sep; max 8 FH 
27 Oct; last 3 FH 11 Nov. 

Am. Golden-Plover: max 13 DH 14 Sep (TS, 
KB), singles/pairs usual Iocs. 

Semipalmated Plover: max 33 DL 2 Sep; 10 
Hinckley Reservoir 2 Sep; 7 Jamesville 8 Sep; 
last West Eaton 1 Oct; low numbers. 

Killdeer: 77 Skan 2 Sep; max 135 SHTF 9 Sep 
(TS), good number; last SSSP 26 Nov. 

Spotted Sandpiper: max 3 Jamesville 8 Sept, 3 


HI 19 Sep; last 2 FH 21 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: max 5 Skan 2 Sep; 4 HI 
19 Sep; last SFNS 15 Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: max 17 DL 3 Sep (MV), 
good number; 5 Skan 6 Sep; 5 Redfield 10 Oct; 
last 3 WP 12 Nov (BW). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 11 DL 4 Sep; 6 Jamesville 
9 Sep; max 15 HI 19 Sep; last SSSP 17 Nov. 
Whimbrel: FH 2 Sep (DW); DH 9 Sep (DW); 
only reports. 

Hudsonian Godwit: DH 13 Sep (DW, GD); 
only report, intro. 

Ruddy Turnstone: max 10 DH 13 Sep (BP, 
GD, DW); 2 OswH 19 Sep (DW); last 4 OswH 
30 Sep (DW); only reports. 

Sanderling: 4 DH 14 Sep; max 13 FH 21 Sep; 
SVB 18 Oct; last FH 25 Oct; low numbers. 
Dunlin: 8 DH 17 Oct; max 35 FH 30 Oct; last 
FH 8 Nov. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Brewerton 11,12 Sep 
(DW); DL 12 Sep (TS); only reports. 

Least Sandpiper: max 23 Jamesville 4 Sep; 15 
Hamilton 4 Sep; 15 Jamesville 9 Sep; last 
SHTF 27 Oct, late; generally poor numbers. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: 3 FH 7 Oct (GD), 
only report. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 2 DL 2 Sep (KM); 2 
SHSF 7 Sep (MS). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 5 Hamilton 6 Sep, 5 
DL 7 Sep; last West Eaton 26 Oct; relatively 
few reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 16 Skan 2 
Sep; 3 Jamesville 4 Sep; 4 DL 12 Sep; last West 
Eaton 27 Oct; low numbers. 

Short-billed/Long-billed Dowitcher: HI 19 

Sep. 

Wilson's Snipe: 6 Hamilton 3 Sep; 6 
Bridgeport 31 Oct; max & last 16 Bridgeport 15 
Nov (AB). 

Am. Woodcock: 4 DeWitt 18 Sep; max 5 
Phoenix 25 Sep; last TR 26 Nov. 

Red-necked Phalarope: 2 DH 14 Sep (BP, 
mob), intro. 

Red-necked Phalarope/Red Phalarope: 4 DH 

14 Sep (DW, JT), intro. 

Pomarine Jaeger: 3 DH 19 Nov (DW), only 
report. 

Parasitic Jaeger: max 12 DH 14 Sep (BP), 
good number; 4 DH 14 Oct; last 3 DH 13 Nov. 
Pomarine/Parasitic Jaeger: DH 13 Nov. 
Long-tailed Jaeger: 2 DH 14 Sep (BP, 
NYSARC). 

jaeger species: 3 DH 9 Sep. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: arr DH 14 Sep (DW, 
ph, mob); max 2 DH 25 Oct & DH 13 Nov 
(DW, GD); last DH 20 Nov. 
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SABINE’S GULL (R5): DH 14 Sep (GD); 
OswH 7 Nov (mob, ph). 

Bonaparte's Gull: 60 SVB 10 Oct; 90 Cicero 
31 Oct; 127 DH 13 Nov; max 135 FH 14 Nov. 
Little Gull: DH 14 Sep (BP), only report. 
FRANKLIN’S GULL: 6 DH 13 Nov (BP, 
NYSARC); 6 DH 14 Nov (DW, ph, NYSARC); 
intro. 

Ring-billed Gull: 500 SVB 10 Oct; max 1451 
DH 22 Nov. 

Herring Gull: 200 OswH 30 Oct; max 203 DH 

22 Nov. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: DH 17 Oct; SSSP 
12 Nov; only reports. 

Glaucous Gull: DH 14 Nov, only report. 

Great Black-backed Gull: 13 DH 14 Nov; 12 
FH 14 Nov; max 15 SVB 21 Nov. 

Herring X Great Black-backed Gull: SSSP 7 
Nov. 

Caspian Tern: 5 FH 1 Sep; max 7 FH 2 Sep; 
last FH 26 Sep. 

Black Tern: max 8 DH 14 Sep, only report. 
Com. Tern: max 16 DH 9 Sep; 10 Const 15 
Sep; 6 OswH 20 Sep; last FH 30 Sep. 

Forster’s Tern: max 3 DH 9 Sep (DW); DH 14 
Sep (mob); 2 OswH 20 Sep (DW); last DH 14 
Oct (DW). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Rock Pigeon: 153 Cicero 18 Nov; 179 Fulton 
18 Nov; max 225 Phoenix 29 Nov; evidence of 
poisonings in Utica, intro. 

Mourning Dove: max 150 BRH 26 Nov. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Chittenango 6 Sep; HI 
18-19 Sep, late; only reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Erieville, 21 Sep (BW), 
only report. 

E. Screech-Owl: max 3 HI 18 Sep; Clinton 2 - 

23 Sep; SSSP 17 Oct; SNC 16 Oct; Manlius 5 
Nov; one more report. 

Great Horned Owl: 2 DeWitt 18 Sep; 2 HI 19 
Sep; singles at 9 other Iocs. 

Snowy Owl: arr OswH w of 16 Nov; see intro; 
Clinton week of 16 Nov, impact death; FH 25 
Nov; only reports. 

Barred Owl: 2 Camden 23 Sep; 2 NH 27 Sep; 

2 Mexico 3 Oct, 25 Nov; Volney 28 Oct (JS), 
caught in trap, intro, 2 DeWitt 3 Nov; singles at 
9 other Iocs. 

Short-eared Owl: 28 Nov Rome (JS), impact 
death, intro, only report. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 10 Hamilton 4 Sep; 3 
Skan 5 Sep; 5 Phoenix 6 Sep; Minoa 25 Sep 
(JS), impact death; last Cedarville 1 Oct. 
Chimney Swift: max 4 FH 23 Sep; 2 Const 24 
Sep; last Const 25 Sep. 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 4 SFNS 
12 Sep; last Syr 21 Oct or later, intro. 

Belted Kingfisher: 4 Bville 6 Sep; max 5 
Oneida Creek 7 Oct. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: max & last 3 FH 2 
Sep. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: 7 CM 21 Sep; max 
12 HI 11 Oct. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 4 SFNS 27 Sep; 
max 7 Phoenix 28 Sep; 4 TR 8 Oct. 

Downy Woodpecker: max 25 HI 11 Oct. 

Hairy Woodpecker: max 5 HI 11 Oct. 

N. Flicker: max 28 SH 28 Sep; 12 Camden 28 
Sep. 

Pileated Woodpecker: max 3 Mexico 1 Sep; 3 
Phoenix 11 Oct. 

Am. Kestrel: max 11 Poland 2 Sep; 6 Fairfield 
2 Sep; 8 BRH 20 Sep. 

Merlin: max 2 Poland 2 Sep; 2 Bville 13 Sep; 
widespread reports. 

Peregrine Falcon: 2 DH 17 Oct; resident prs 
Utica, Syr thru; over a dozen reports of single 
migr. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: 2 TR 9 - 10 Sep, only 
loc. 

E. Wood-Pewee: max 5 TR 3 Sep; 4 Phoenix 3 
- 5 Sep; 4 SFNS 6 Sep; last TR 5 Oct. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last HI 19 Sep; 
singles at 6 other Iocs. 

Alder Flycatcher: SFN S 1 Sep, only report. 
Willow Flycatcher: Phoenix 5 Sep, only 
report. 

Alder/Willow Flycatcher: last FH 23 Sep. 
Least Flycatcher: 2 Hinckley Reservoir 2 Sep; 
max 3 SFNS 5 Sep; last Erieville 27 Sep. 
empidonax species: max 3 Manlius 4-25 Sep. 
E. Phoebe: max 6 WP 5 Oct, 6 TR 12 Oct; last 
Manlius 31 Oct. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: 2 Phoenix 1 Sep; 2 
BLNC 7 Sep; last BLNC 17 Sep. 

E. Kingbird: max 3 Hamilton 3 Sep, 3 SFNS 4 
Sep, 3 Salisbury 5 Sep; last Hamilton 8 Sep. 

N. Shrike: arr Tully 7 Nov; TR 10 Nov; 

Mexico 12 Nov; SH 23 Nov; only reports. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: 3 Camden 12 Sep; 
max 7 HI 19 Sep (MW); last FH 21 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: max 3 DH 20 Sep; 3 Const 
4 Oct, 3 SFNS 5 Oct; last TR 11 Nov, late. 
Warbling Vireo: 5 WP 6 Sep; max 6 Fulton 11 
Sep; last Const 4 Oct. 

Philadelphia Vireo: max 3 BLNC 11 Sep (JB, 
DA); 2 Phoenix 15-16 Sep; 2 TR 18 Sep; last 
Kirkville 3 Oct. 

Red-eyed Vireo: max 10 SFNS 1 - 7 Sep; 8 
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Phoenix 11 Sep; last Brewerton 7 Oct. 

Blue Jay: 160 Phoenix 25 Sep; max 3403 
Const 25 Sep; 12573 counted at Const between 
21 Sep - 4 Oct (MS), intro. 

Am. Crow: max 2330 BRH 23 Oct (BP); 827 
SFNS 30 Oct. 

Fish Crow: 2 OnonL 31 Oct - 23 Nov, only 
loc. 

Com. Raven: 7 Hinckley Reservoir 12 Nov; 
max 25 DH 22 Nov, intro ; widespread reports. 
Horned Lark: 83 FH 5 Nov; max 140 BRH 12 
Nov. 

Purple Martin: 8 TR 3 Sep; max & last 40 HI 
19 Sep. 

Tree Swallow: 300 HI 19 Sep; max 350 FH 1 
Oct; 48 DH 11 Oct; last 5 HI 15 Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 15 HI 19 
Sep; last 5 HI 26 Sep; all reports from same loc. 
Bank Swallow: max 2 HI 19 Sep; last HI 26 
Sep; all reports from same loc. 

Barn Swallow: 10 Red Creek 1 Sep; max xx 
HI 19 Sep; last FH 5 Nov. 

Cliff Swallow: HI 19 Sep, only report. 

CAVE SWALLOW: FH 12 Nov (KB, 
NYSARC); SVB 21 Nov (DW, ph, NYSARC). 
Swallow species: 300 FH 2 Sep. 

Black-capped Chickadee: 25 SFNS 11 Sep; 
max 45 HI 19 Sep; Bville 5 Oct, leucistic (JB, 
ph); 25 Oswego 16 Nov. 

Tufted Titmouse: max 20 SFNS 11 Sep; 14 HI 

11 Oct. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 10 Hamilton 22 
Sep; 8 SSSP 17 Oct; 4 Cazenovia 1 Nov; no 
discemable irruption. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: max 18 HI 19 Sep; 

12 SFNS 2 Oct, 7 Nov. 

Brown Creeper: 4 HI 11 Oct; 4 Mexico 20 
Oct; max 7 Camden 2 Nov. 

House Wren: 4 SFNS 23 Sep; max 5 TR 5 Oct; 
lastTR 10 Oct. 

Winter Wren: 4 SFNS 28 Sep; 4 TR 8 Oct; 
max 7 HI 11 Oct; 5 Mexico 20 Oct. 

Marsh Wren: 3 HI 19 Sep; max 5 FH 10 Oct; 
last WP 21 Oct. 

Carolina Wren: widespread reports of mostly 
singles; most reports west of OneiL. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 2 Phoenix 1 - 2 Sep; 
max 3 Jamesville 3 Sep; 2 OnonL 10 Sep; last 
SBP 20 Sep. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 14 SFNS 10 Oct; 
max 15 SFNS 14 Oct, 15 SSSP 17 Oct. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: max 25 Phoenix 3 Oct 
& SFNS 26 Oct; 24 Mexico 18 Oct; last TR 11 
Nov. 

E. Bluebird: max 55 Const 18 Oct; 15 Phoenix 
18 Oct; 27 TR27 Oct. 


Veery: max 3 Mexico 1 Sep; 2 GB 2 Sep; 2 
Camden 4 Sep; 2 BLNC 7 Sep; last Phoenix 16 
Sep; only reports. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr DH 20 Sep; FH 21 
Sep; Hast 22 Sep; BLNC 26 Sep; last Const 17 
Oct; only reports. 

Swainson's Thrush: 2 BLNC 23 Sep; max 3 
Phoenix 29 Sep; 2 GB 29 Sep; last HI 11 Oct. 
Hermit Thrush: max 25 Camden 8 Oct, good 
number; 6 SFNS 8 Oct; 5 Mexico 20 Oct; 
mostly low numbers & relatively few reports. 
Wood Thrush: 5 Mexico 1 Sep; max 7 
Camden 4 Sep; 3 HI 19 Sep; last TR 8 Oct. 

Am, Robin: 1590 Const 18 Oct; 1169 SFNS 30 
Oct; max 2766 Const 8 Nov (MS); large 
migration. 

Gray Catbird: 15 SFNS 12 Sep; 18 OnonL 18 
Sep; 18 HI 19 Sep; max 28 CM 21 Sep; last 2 
Syr 10 Nov. 

N. Mockingbird: 2 Jamesville 8 Sep; max 3 
Oswego 21 Oct; 2 Fayetteville 21 Nov; no 
reports east of OneiL. 

Brown Thrasher: max 8 SFNS 8 Sep; 3 GLSP 
16 Sep; last Hast 15 Oct. 

European Starling: max 2000 HI 19 Sep, 2000 
Williamstown 28 Oct. 

Am. Pipit: 35 Pulaski 20 Sep; 36 Lysander 6 
Oct; max 40 Fabius 18 Oct. 

Cedar Waxwing: 148 Const 24 Sep; max 150 
SFNS 22 Oct; 145 DH 12 Nov. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: arr Phoenix 27 Oct (GD); 

2 FH 12 Nov; OswH 16 Nov; only reports. 
Snow Bunting: max 120 FH 14 Nov; 110 
OswH 19 Nov; 65 DH 19 Nov. 

Ovenbird: max 3 SFNS 6 Sep; last Mexico 3 
Oct. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: no reports, which is 
not unusual. 

N. Waterthrush: 2 Jamesville 8 Sep; max & 
last 2 SFNS 11 Sep; 2 more reports. 
Golden-winged Warbler: HI 19 Sep, only 
report. 

Blue-winged Warbler: max 2 SFNS 1 Sep; 
last TR 12 Sep; a few other reports of singles. 
Black-and-white Warbler: 2 Phoenix 11 Sep; 
last SSSP 17 Oct; a dozen reports of singles. 
Tennessee Warbler: 4 SFNS 15 Sep; max 5 HI 
19 Sep; 3 Jamesville 30 Sep; last GLSP, 

Manlius 8 Oct. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: arr TR21 Sep; 2 
TR 5 Oct; last Hast 15 Oct; 4 other reports of 
singles. 

Nashville Warbler: max 5 DH 20 Sep; 4 TR 
21 Sep; last FH 20 Oct; low numbers. 
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Mourning Warbler: NH 4 Sep; Tully 5 Sep; 
Dolgeville 7 Sep; only reports. 

Com. Yellowthroat: 9 Hast 4 Sep; 10 SFNS 4, 

9 Sep; max 18 HI 19 Sep; last TR20 Oct. 
Hooded Warbler: 2 SFNS 3, 14 Sep; 2 
Camden 13 Sep; max 3 BLNC 15,23 Sep; last 
SFNS 28 Sep. 

Am. Redstart: max 5 SFNS 4 Sep, 5 Phoenix 5 
Sep; last SH 27 Sep. 

Cape May Warbler: max 4 Hast 10 Sep; last 
SH 2 Oct; singles at 6 other Iocs. 

N. Parula: max 2 DH 13 Sep; last Erieville 27 
Sep. 

Magnolia Warbler: max 6 BLNC 11 Sep; 5 
Phoenix 5, 16 Sep; last Hast 21 Oct. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: 5 Phoenix 5 Sep; 2 
SFNS 6 Sep; max 6 Camden 11 Sep; last BLNC 
28 Sep. 

Blackburnian Warbler: max 2 various Iocs; 
last SFNS 22 Sep; low numbers. 

Yellow Warbler: max 3 Jamesville 8 Sep; 2 
Phoenix 11 Sep; last Phoenix 16 Sep. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: 2 Hast 6 Sep; 2 
SFNS 7 Sep; max 3 Phoenix 10-16 Sep; 2 
BLNC 11 Sep; last HI 26 Sep. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max 3 SFNS 9 Sep; last 2 
FH 10 Oct. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 3 Phoenix 
26 Sep; last Tully 8 Oct. 

Palm Warbler: max 4 various Iocs 27 Sep - 8 
Oct; last Westvale 28 Oct. 

Pine Warbler: max 5 GB 2 Sep; last GB 29 
Sep. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 40 TR 10 Oct; max 
45 HI 11 Oct; 40 Jordan 14 Oct. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: 5 various 
Iocs 10-28 Sep; max 7 Jamesville 30 Sep; last 
Jordan, Manlius 8 Oct. 

Canada Warbler: 2 SFNS 8 Sep; last Phoenix 

10 Sep; singles from 3 other areas. 

Wilson’s Warbler: max 3 Hast 1 Sep; last GB 
25 Sep. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: max 9 TR 24 Sep & CM 8 Oct; 6 
SFNS 5 Oct; last 2 Const 1 Nov. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr 5 SNC 27 Oct; max 18 
TR 24 - 29 Nov; 17 Dolgeville 30 Nov. 
Chipping Sparrow: max 25 NH 27 Sep; 23 
Poland 5 Oct; last OswH 16 Nov. 

Field Sparrow: 5 SFNS 7 Sep; max 8 TR 24 
Sep; 7 Verona 18 Oct; lastGSC 31 Oct. 

Vesper Sparrow: max & last 2 Pulaski 25 Oct; 
6 reports. 

Savannah Sparrow: 3 Poland 2 Sep; 3 FH 23 


Sep; max 16 Bville 7 Oct; lastBville 20 Oct. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Holland Patent 2 Sep 
(BLH), only report. 

Fox Sparrow: arr TR 8 Oct; 4 GLSP 2 Nov; 
max 4 SFNS 11 Nov; last SFNS 23 Nov. 

Song Sparrow: max 100 TR 8 Oct; 70 HI 11 
Oct. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr Dolgeville 9 Sep; 3 TR 
21 Sep; 2 SFNS 21 Sep, 8 Oct; 2 CM 27 Sep; 2 
HI 11 Oct; last Phoenix 20 Oct. 

Swamp Sparrow: 10 Fabius 26 Sep; 7 CM 21 
Sep; 40 HI 11 Oct. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 200 TR 8 Oct; 
120 HI 11 Oct; 60 SFNS 15 Oct. 
White-crowned Sparrow: max 40 TR 8 Oct; 

20 OnonL 17 Oct; 15 Verona 18 Oct; last 
Clinton 29 Nov. 

Dark-eyed Junco: 55 TR 8 Oct; max 57 SH 20 
Oct. 

Scarlet Tanager: max 4 Manlius 1 Sep, 4 
DeWitt 3 Sep; last Jordan 8 Oct. 

N. Cardinal: max 12 Osw 16 Nov & DeWitt 

21 Nov. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: max 4 Phoenix 15 
Sep; last Bville 7 Oct. 

Indigo Bunting: max 3 BLNC 7 Sep& SFNS 
18 Sep& NH 26 Sep; last Bville 4 Oct. 
Bobolink: max 20 SFNS 5 Sep; last 2 Bville 7 
Oct (JB). 

Red-winged Blackbird: 1500 HI 11 Oct; 2000 
Williamstown 28 Oct; max 9500 NSyr 3 Nov. 
E. Meadowlark: 3 Dolgeville 21 Sep; max 17 
Const 18 Oct; last Tully 19 Oct. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr 26 CM 28 Oct; 75 
Manlius 16 Oct; 71 Phoenix 23 Oct; max 92 
Tully 14 Nov. 

Com. Grackle: 6200 Hast 27 Oct; 8000 
Marcellus 5 Nov& Mallory 7 Nov; max 20000 
Syr, est (JLu). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 150 TR 12 Oct; 
40 Phoenix 19 Oct. 

Baltimore Oriole: 2 Phoenix 2-6 Sep; last 
Phoenix 8 Sep; singles in 7 other areas, 
blackbird species: max 75000 Hamlin Marsh 
23 Oct (DW), roost flight, likely 3-4 sp 
represented. 

Purple Finch: max 6 Clinton 3-11 Sep; 5 
SFNS 14 Nov& TR 24 Nov. 

House Finch: 14 Bville 30 Nov; 13 SH 29 
Nov. 

Pine Siskin: max 65 Mexico 20 Oct; 30 
Camden 10 Nov; 31 OswH 16 Nov. 

Am. Goldfinch: 54 HI 19 Sep; 80 SFNS 8 Oct; 
100 Bville 24 Oct. 

House Sparrow: max 50 SFNS 19 Sep. 
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REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 

98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@yahoo.com 

High pressure dominated the fall, providing numerous warm, sunny days and a 
seemingly unending southwesterly flow of air for nearly the entire season. 
September and November were both considerably warmer than normal, and 
neither month offered many days with conditions that were suitable for large 
movements of migrating birds. October was slightly cooler than usual, thanks to 
a series of cold fronts that brought some of the best migration weather of the 
season. Precipitation was within 0.1 inches of normal during September and 
October and slightly below normal in November. 

Waterfowl diversity was about typical but numbers of several species were 
notably low. Snow Geese were nearly unreported all fall, with fewer than five 
seen in a few flocks of Canada Geese but no large groups or significant 
movements noted. Although still the most abundant duck at several WMAs, 
maximum Ring-necked Duck numbers were the lowest they have been since 
2009. Similarly, late November counts of Long-tailed Ducks at favored Lake 
Ontario sites were unusually low, and Common Goldeneye were scarce on the 
St. Lawrence River. 

The unusually productive shorebirding that was such a highlight of the 
spring and summer seasons continued into the fall, although numbers were never 
as high as during August. At the beginning of the fall the best shorebirding was 
at Perch River WMA, where the drained Stone Mills Pool continued to attract a 
nice assortment of species until it began to refill during the second half of 
September. During that same month wild swings in the water levels on the St. 
Lawrence River between the Iroquois and Robert Moses dams provided 
intermittently extensive mudflats that when exposed provided foraging habitat 
for a good assortment of species. Single Whimbrel, Hudsonian Godwit, and 
Ruddy Turnstone were observed on such mudflats between Waddington and 
Massena. 

The passerine migration was mostly sluggish with few large movements 
noted, especially during September when migrant flocks were particularly tough 
to find. A tally of 17 warbler species on Fort Drum 4 September was a seasonal 
high and occurred on one of the few mornings following a decent songbird flight 
all month. Large numbers of thrushes were heard overhead on the nights of 10- 
11 and 20-21 September, but migrants were scarce on the following mornings. 
The volume of migrants observed during the first half of October picked up 
substantially, with Ruby-crowned Kinglets, “Myrtle” Warblers, and White- 
throated Sparrows occurring in normal or above-normal numbers. A few species 
lingered later in the fall than usual, especially Northern Waterthrush in 
September and Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Red-eyed Vireo, Swainson’s Thrush, and 
Hermit Thrush in October. 
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Emblematic of the season’s songbird flight was the scarcity of migrants in 
an oak woodland on Fort Drum, where a large flock of Pine Warblers, Chipping 
Sparrows, and Eastern Bluebirds has been detected annually since at least 2008. 
During most years this flock forms in late August and persists until early 
October, with a constantly changing mix of warblers, vireos, flycatchers, and 
other songbirds joining the flock daily. This fall numerous checks of the area 
turned up a few Pine Warblers and Eastern Bluebirds but no coherent flocks and 
far fewer birds than in any recent year. However, a flock of more than 100 
Chipping Sparrows was seen in this area on 13 October, a relatively late date for 
such a large number. 

The only rarities of the season were found in October, the first being a 
Lark Sparrow seen for a few minutes on Fort Drum on 5 October. The standout 
rarity of the season was a Bronzed Cowbird seen and photographed by Nora 
Lee in her Norfolk yard for two weeks in October. The homeowner who found 
the cowbird is not a birder, so it was impressive that she recognized that it was 
unusual, obtained documentation, and submitted a record to eBird. 
Unfortunately, this was her first submission to eBird and she made an error that 
prevented it from being widely known until after the cowbird departed, so no 
birders saw this first state record (subject to NYSARC acceptance, of course). 

For the season I received reports of 223 species, about average for the past 
five years. The Bronzed Cowbird was clearly the bird of the season, but also the 
biggest disappointment because birders were able to see it. The very slow pace 
of migration for nearly the entire season was also a big disappointment, although 
the relative abundance of shorebirds somewhat made up for the lack of 
passerines. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

John Barthelme, Alan Belford, Jeff Bolsinger, Mary Bowman, Richard & 

Marion Brouse, Carol Cady, Bernie Carr, Joan Collins, Benjamin Dixon, Lee 
Ellsworth, Doug & Ann Emlin, Karolee Hibbert, Logan Kahle, Steve Kelling, 
Nora Lee, Tim Lenz, Nick Leone, Brian Miller, Daniel Miller, Cody Nichols, 
Bill Purcell, Mandi Roggie, Linnea Rowse, Robert Scranton, Glenn Seeholzer, 
Antony Shrimpton, Eileen & Tom Wheeler, Hollis White, Hans van der Zweep. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

BRB - Black River Bay; CCSP - Coles Creek SP; CV - T Cape Vincent; CWF 

- Canton Wastewater Treatment Facility, T Canton; ED - El Dorado Shores 
Preserve, T Ellisburg; FD - Fort Drum Military Reservation; GPSP - Grass 
Point SP; HP - Hawkins Point, Robert Moses SP; ICNC - Indian Creek Nature 
Center, T Canton; KC - Kelsey Creek, T Watertown; LWMA - Lakeview 
WMA; MM - Massawepie Mire, T Piercefield and Colton; MP - Montario Pt, T 
Ellisburg, JEFF; RMSP - Robert Moses Sp; RWSP - Robert G. Wehle SP; PilPt 

- Pillar Pt, JEFF; PRGC - Partridge Run Golf Course trail, T Canton; PRWMA 
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- Perch River WMA; PtPen - Point Peninsula, JEFF; SBSP - Southwick Beach 
SP; SLR - St. Lawrence R; StPt - Stony Pt, T Henderson, JEFF; ULLWMA - 
Upper and Lower Lakes WMA, T Canton; WHWMA - Wilson Hill WMA; 
WISP - Wellesley I SP; WP - Whalen P, T Louisville. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: arr 2 T Dekalb 30 Sep; scarce 
thru. 

Brant: arr CCSP 10 Oct; max 80 SBSP 17 Oct. 
Cackling Goose: CV 11 Oct (NL); ULLWMA 
3 Nov (JB); only reports. 

Trumpeter Swan: 2 PtPen 2-28 Nov, only 
report away from known nesting sites at 
PRWMA & ULLWMA. 

Tundra Swan: arr PilPt 6 Nov; max 300 PtPen 

30 Nov. 

Wood Duck: max 200+ FD several dates thru 
early Oct; last T Massena 8 Nov. 

Gadwall: max 36 ULLWMA 24 Oct. 

Am. Wigeon: max 270 WHWMA 31 Oct. 

Am. Black Duck: max 90 BRB 14 Nov. 
Mallard: max 1000 confluence Coles Creek & 
SLR 12 Sep. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 42 ULLWMA 6 Oct; 
last PRWMA 23 Oct. 

N. Shoveler: max 26 CWF 5 Nov. 

N. Pintail: max 78 WP 10 Oct. 

Green-winged Teal: max 600 WP 18 Oct. 
Canvasback: PtPen 24 Nov. 

Redhead: max 500 WHWMA 18 Oct. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 1785 WHWMA 10 
Oct; 1270 ULLWMA 3 Nov. 

Greater Scaup: 1500 CV 13 Oct. 

Lesser Scaup: max 20 PRWMA 18 Oct. 

Surf Scoter: arr ULLWMA 9 Oct; max 5 
CCSP 31 Oct. 

White-winged Scoter: arr CCSP 10 Oct; max 

31 StPt 11 Nov. 

Black Scoter: max 29 MP 29 Oct. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr CCSP 10 Oct; max 200 
StPt 9 Nov; fewer than usual Lake Ontario late 
Nov. 

Bufflehead: arr CCSP 18 Oct; max 46 PtPen 24 
Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr ULLWMA 9 Oct; max 
300 PtPen 30 Nov. 

Hooded Merganser: max 43 CCSP 31 Oct, 
low. 

Com. Merganser: max 238 StPt 26 Sep. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 110 StPt 14 
Nov. 

Ruddy Duck: ULLWMA 1-7 Nov, only report. 
Red-throated Loon: SLR Waddington 12 Oct; 
MP 9 Nov; CCSP 21 Nov; PilPt 26 Nov. 


Com. Loon: max 133 PilPt 26 Oct(NL); 131 
RWSP 9 Nov. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 53 ULLWMA 9 Oct, 
low for this site; last 8 ULLWMA 11 Nov. 
Horned Grebe: max 20 ED 23 Oct. 
Red-necked Grebe: max 26 ED 23 Oct (JB); 
16 PilPt 26 Oct (NL). 

Double-crested Cormorant: scarce after 8 
Nov. 

Am. Bittern: last ULLWMA 17 Oct. 

Great Egret: last 3 T Massena 8 Nov, late. 
Green Heron: last CV 1 Oct. 

Turkey Vulture: lastCV 14 Nov. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: last T Stockholm 8 Nov (BD), late. 

N. Harrier: 2-6/day FD & PtPen thru. 

N. Goshawk: juv FD 15 Oct, only report. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: last ICNC 25 Sep. 
Broad-winged Hawk: last T Massena 27 Oct 
(HyZ, RS), late. 

Rough-legged Hawk: arr T Massena 25 Oct. 
Golden Eagle: imm FD 22 Oct (JB), only 
report. 

Virginia Rail: last T Adams 22 Sep. 

Sora: max 3-7/day ULLWMA to 25 Sep; no 
reports after 25 Sep. 

Com. Gallinule: max 11 FD 15 Sep; last 3 FD 
30 Sep. 

Am. Coot: max 40 PRWMA 23 Oct. 
Black-bellied Plover: max 20 ED 23 Oct; last 
WP 8 Nov. 

Am. Golden-Plover: max 2 WHWMA 20 Sep; 
singles PRWMA 10 Sep, PtPen 19 Sep, ED 26 
Sep & CCSP 10 Oct. 

Semipalmated Plover: max 23 PRWMA 8 
Sep; lastRMSP 17 Oct. 

Killdeer: max 35 T Hammond 20 Sep; last 2 
ED 23 Oct. 

Spotted Sandpiper: last ED 4 Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: last ED 26 Sep; unusually 
scarce. 

Greater Yellowlegs: max 9 CCSP 20 Sep; last 
WP 8 Nov. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 6 PRWMA 21 Sep; 
last WHWMA 15 Oct. 

Whimbrel: LWMA 4 Sep; WHWMA 12 Sep. 
Hudsonian Godwit: RMSP early Oct (HW). 
Ruddy Turnstone: WP 12 Sep, only report. 
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Stilt Sandpiper: PRWMA 14 Sep (JB), only 
report. 

Sanderling: 4 WHWMA 12 Sep, only report. 
Dunlin: max 11 CCSP 18 Oct; last WP 8 Nov. 
Least Sandpiper: max 48 PRWMA 4 Sep; last 
WHWMA 18 Oct. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: max & last 4 
WHWMA 31 Oct. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 8 PRWMA 21 Sep; 
last WP 10 Oct. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max & last 33 
PRWMA 14 Sep. 

dowitcher sp: 6 apparently both spp but poor 
viewing conditions prevented certain 
identifications WHWMA 18 Oct. 

Wilson’s Snipe: last ED 18 Oct. 

Am. Woodcock: last ED 14 Nov. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 15 PtPen 20 Nov. 
Herring Gull: max 800 SLR Massena 31 Oct. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: SLR Massena 31 
Oct (JB); RWSP 9 Nov (JB); T Ellisburg 14 
Nov (AS); PtPen 26 Nov (CN). 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 110 HP 28 
Nov. 

Caspian Tern: last WHWMA 20 Sep. 

Com. Tern: last SBSP 17 Oct (TL, LK). 
Forster’s Tern: RWSP 13 Sep (BP). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: last CV 5 Oct (DM), 
late. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: last T Massena 11 Sep. 
E. Screech-Owl: max 3 SBSP 21 Sep & WISP 
30 Oct. 

Snowy Owl: arr PtPen 26 Nov. 

Long-eared Owl: WISP 31 Oct (TL), only 
report. 

Short-eared Owl: last at FD breeding 
territories 2 Sep. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: MM 7 Oct (AB); T Lyme 

10 Nov (CN), only reports. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 29 FD 1 Sep; last 2 KC 
6 Sep. 

E. Whip-poor-will: last 3 RWSP 18 Sep 
Chimney Swift: last KC 3 Sep. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last T Croghan 

11 Sep. 

Belted Kingfisher: scarce after 10 Oct. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: last FD 29 Sep. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: last T Watertown 
14 Oct. 

Black-backed Woodpecker: Cranberry Lake 6 
Sep; MM 25 Sep; only reports. 

N. Flicker: fewer than usual. 

Am. Kestrel: mostly departed by 15 Oct but 
more than usual Nov. 


Merlin: 17 reports mostly from JEFF. 
Peregrine Falcon: multiple reports PRWMA, 
ULLWMA, & T Watertown 1-21 Sep; only 
reports away from SLR Massena where 
resident. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

E. Wood-Pewee: last WISP 24 Sep. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: PRWMA 6 Sep; 
FD 9 Sep. 

Willow Flycatcher: last PRGC 6 Sep. 

Least Flycatcher: last T Croghan 11 Sep. 

E. Phoebe: last CV 23 Oct. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: last T Croghan 10 
Sep. 

E. Kingbird: last T Chaumont 6 Sep. 

N. Shrike: arr FD 5 Nov. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: last T Croghan 12 
Sep. 

Blue-headed Vireo: last FD 21 Oct. 

Warbling Vireo: last T Hammond 20 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: 2 FD 4 Sep; CV 5 Sep; 
PRWMA 6 Sep; Cranberry Lake 6 Sep; 2 
WHWMA 12 Sep; 2 ICNC 12 Sep; 2 T 
Croghan 12 Sep. 

Red-eyed Vireo: last SBSP 17 Oct (TL, LK, 
photos!), late. 

Gray Jay: max 4 MM 7 Oct. 

Horned Lark: arr FD 15 Oct; max 18 T 
Waddington 31 Oct. 

Tree Swallow: max 250-1000/day PRWMA 4- 
21 Sep; last PRWMA 23 Oct. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: last PRWMA 4 
Sep. 

Bank Swallow: last PRWMA 6 Sep. 

Barn Swallow: last 3 ICNC 20 Sep. 

House Wren: last 2 FD 5 Oct. 

Winter Wren: unusually scarce. 

Marsh Wren: last ULLWMA 7 Oct. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr GPSP 19 Sep; 
last active migrants FD 19 Oct. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr FD 20 Sep; max 
46 on 1-mile transect FD 5 Oct (JB); last ED 14 
Nov (JB). 

E. Bluebird: max 23 RWSP 17 Oct; scarce 
after 21 Oct. 

Veery: last FD 8 Sep. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: 3 SBSP 21 Sep; 2 FD 
24 Sep; only reports. 

Swainson’s Thrush: last FD 15 Oct. 

Hermit Thrush: last FD 16 Nov. 

Wood Thrush: last T Rossie & WISP 23 Sep. 
Am. Robin: max 140 FD 21 Oct. 

Gray Catbird: last FD 16 Oct. 

Brown Thrasher: last T Watertown 2 Oct. 
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Am. Pipit: arr PRWMA 18 Sep; max 13 ED 23 
Oct; last FD 5 Nov. 

Bohemian Waxwing: arr FD 2 Nov; max 4 St. 
Lawrence University 3 Nov. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 200 CPSP 31 Oct. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: FD 24 Sep (JB), early; 
PRGC 24 Oct (JB), only other report. 

Snow Bunting: arr ED 23 Oct; max 45 ED 9 
Nov. 

Ovenbird: last FD 1 Oct. 

N. Waterthrush: last FD 22 Sep (JB, photos), 
late. 

Golden-winged Warbler: last KC 1 Sep. 
Blue-winged Warbler: last FD 10 Sep. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last T Chaumont 
11 Sep. 

Tennessee Warbler: last FD 7 Oct. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: T Hermon 25 Sep; 
FD 5 Oct; PRGC 6 Oct; FD 15 Oct; last 2 FD 
16 Oct. 

Nashville Warbler: last FD 15 Oct. 

Mourning Warbler: last PRWMA 23 Sep. 
Com. Yellowthroat: last FD 21 Oct. 

Am. Redstart: last T Stockholm 23 Sep. 

Cape May Warbler: last FD 7 Oct. 

N. Parula: last FD 1 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: last WISP 24 Sep. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: last T Parishville 25 
Sep. 

Blackburnian Warbler: last T Fine 20 Sep. 
Yellow Warbler: last 3 Sackets Harbor 20 Sep. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last Lewis County 
Recreation Areal9 Sep. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max 35 FD 24 Sep; last 
WHWMA 10 Oct. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: last KC 30 
Sep. 

Palm Warbler: last “Western” FD 6 Oct; 5 
“Yellow” still on MM nesting grounds 7 Oct. 
Pine Warbler: last FD & MM 7 Oct. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: last CCSP 31 Oct. 
Prairie Warbler: last FD 24 Sep. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: last CV 5 
Oct. 

Canada Warbler: last FD 3 Sep. 

Wilson’s Warbler: last FD 24 Sep. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: T Croghan 18 Sep 
(MR). 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: last PRGC 18 Oct. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr ICNC 25 Oct. 
Chipping Sparrow: max 105+ FD 13 Oct; last 
FD 2 Nov. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: last CV 18 Oct. 

Field Sparrow: last RWSP 17 Oct. 

Vesper Sparrow: last CV 26 Oct. 

LARK SPARROW: FD 5 Oct (JB) 

Savannah Sparrow: last FD 14 Oct. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: last FD 2 Sep. 

Fox Sparrow: arr FD 15 Oct; max 21 FD 27 
Oct; last FD 16 Nov. 

Song Sparrow: few after 20 Oct. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: last PRGC 24 Oct. 

Swamp Sparrow: last 3 WISP 15 Nov. 
White-throated Sparrow: max 125 FD 16 
Oct. 

White-crowned Sparrow: arr MM 25 Sep; 
max 20 MM 7 Oct; last FD 2 Nov. 

Dark-eyed Junco: arr FD 24 Sep; max 80 FD 
16 Oct. 

Scarlet Tanager: last T Croghan 28 Sep. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last PRGC 8 Oct. 
Indigo Bunting: lastFD 21 Sep. 

Bobolink: last ICNC 12 Sep. 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 4200 ULLWMA 

6 Sep; few after Oct. 

E. Meadowlark: last CV 23 Oct. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr PRWMA 23 Sep; max 
150 ULLWMA 17 Oct; last ULLWMA 22 Nov. 
Comm. Grackle: last PtPen 30 Nov. 
BRONZED COWBIRD: T Norfolk 16-28 Oct 
(NL, photos!), 1 st State record when approved 
by NYSARC, intro. 

Baltimore Oriole: last FD 3 Sep. 

Purple Finch: max 30 PRGC 11 Nov. 

Red Crossbill: apparently nesting Adirondacks 
but reports lacked details including location or 
date. 

White-winged Crossbill: ad m CV 28 Oct; ED 

7 Nov. 

Com. Redpoll: heard over FD 24 Oct; 8 HP 26 
Nov; only reports. 

Hoary Redpoll: with Common Redpolls HP 26 
Nov (JC, photos), surprising given scarcity of 
redpolls during period. 

Pine Siskin: arr ED 22 Sep; max 120 FD 12 
Oct; reports dwindled to single digits after 30 
Oct. 

Evening Grosbeak: T Canton 4-6 Nov; 4 T 
Stockholm 8 Nov; 3 T Croghan 10 Nov. 
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REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


No report was received this season. 


REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 
Tom Williams 

153A Consaul Rd., Albany, NY 12205 
trwdsd@fastmail.fnn 

The 2015 fall season began with a very warm and wet September. At the Albany 
International Airport, the monthly mean temperature was 6.7° F above normal, 
with a three-day heat wave on 7-9 September. Precipitation was more than twice 
the usual 3.3", although nearly 4" fell on the last two days of the month alone. 
October featured near-normal conditions, with the first below freezing readings 
recorded on the eighteenth day of the month at Albany. November offered a 
return of well above normal temperatures, with only about half the typical 
precipitation. Only a trace of snow was recorded during the period. 

Two reports of Greater White-fronted Goose were received this fall. 
Nancy Kern found the first in a flock of Canada Geese feeding in a harvested 
cornfield near Kinderhook, Columbia County, in early November. The 
following day, Alan Mapes picked one out among a throng of Canada Geese at 
the north end of the Tomhannock Reservoir. Very few Snow Goose reports were 
gathered, mostly just individuals and small groups, the main population 
remaining in the unfrozen north. Brant made their usual fleeting passage over 
the area, with only a few observations on 18 and 23 October. Tristan Lowery 
obtained good images and video of a Cackling Goose at the Corning Preserve in 
Albany, also on 18 October. Stanton Pond, in Coeymans Hollow, Albany 
County, had its typical assortment of easily viewed dabbling ducks, and 
maintained its reputation as the Gadwall hotspot of the Region. Loughberry 
Lake, in Saratoga County, continued to host large groups of diving ducks in the 
fall, especially Ring-necked Duck. All three species of scoter were scarce, and 
Long-tailed Duck was equally hard to find. Single Red-throated Loons were 
seen on the Hudson River from the Coxsackie Boat Launch on 3 November and 
at the southern end of Alcove Reservoir on 21 November. 

A group of seven Sandhill Cranes, a Regional rarity, was observed at 
midday on 17 September, flying just above the treetops near the Columbia 
County Airport. Shorebird migration stopover seemed underwhelming this 
season, with lower than average numbers and few surprises. Two reports of 
White-rumped Sandpiper, an uncommon visitor, were collected, one from 1 
September at Stuyvesant in Columbia County, the other a very late sighting on 
18 October from the Hudson River across from Fort Miller. The epic 2015 
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Franklin’s Gull flight to the East Coast of the United States on 13 November 
went unobserved by Regional birders, but a hunt for stragglers the following day 
led to the discovery of a single first-winter Franklin’s Gull mixed in with a 
flock of gulls in their morning repose at the Kmart parking lot in Queensbury! A 
tip of the hat to Lindsey Duval for tracking down the bird. 

The Conservation Science team at the Albany Pine Bush Preserve began a 
preliminary effort to band Northern Saw-whet Owls this fall in order to get a 
better understanding of timing, distribution, and habitat usage by the diminutive 
birds. On the second night of the effort, the group, led by Field Ecologist 
Amanda Dillon, netted and measured one owl. Remarkably, the bird was a 
recapture, having been banded only a few nights earlier at a banding station near 
Williamstown, Massachusetts. 

A juvenile Red-headed Woodpecker, another infrequent visitor to the 
Region, was observed on 9 November by Bruce Dudek, while he was driving 
near his home in suburban Colonie, Albany County. It was gathering and 
caching acorns in a large woodlot with much suitable woodpecker habitat and 
was seen almost daily through the end of the month. Two reports of Regionally - 
rare White-eyed Vireo arrived in early October, one from the Rogers Island 
Overlook in Columbia County on the sixth, seen by Bill Cook and Will Yandik, 
and one from a suburban Newtonville, Albany County, backyard, photographed 
by Sam Gonzalez on 10 October. A Dickcissel, found in a flock of House 
Sparrows on 25 October along the Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail at 
Scotia/Glenville by Bill Cook, was apparently a one-day wonder. 

While walking the Indian Ladder Trail at John Boyd Thacher Park in 
Albany County on 18 October, Craig Thompson saw a bird he didn’t recognize. 
As he recently retired as Director of the Five Rivers Environmental Education 
Center in Delmar and has watched birds and nature all of his life, that was a big 
deal. He later consulted a field guide and determined that it was a Townsend’s 
Solitaire. The bird fed on the abundant fruits of eastern red cedar (juniperus 
virginiana ) trees growing along the edge of the Helderberg Escarpment, and it 
remained for at least three weeks after the initial sighting, allowing birders from 
across Eastern New York and the New York City area to enjoy this splendid 
thrush. 

A homeowner observed and correctly identified a Harris’s Sparrow 
coming to his backyard bird feeders in Loudonville, Albany County on 11 
November. He and his wife graciously arranged for the local, and not-so-local, 
birding community to come onto their property and view this Regional rarity, 
thanks to the excellent negotiating skills of Rich Guthrie. The bird was seen 
until about the end of the month. The entire episode, with one minor hiccup, was 
a fine example of birders on their best behavior, encouraging the residents to 
embrace their feathered guest and share it most generously. 

218 species were reported during the 1 September-30 November period. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Larry Alden, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, Mike Birmingham, 
Matt Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, Steve Chorvas, 
Jeremy Collison, Bill Cook, Alan Devoe Bird Club recent sightings, Amanda 
Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Lindsey Duval, Larry Federman, Debra 
Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Sam Gonzalez, Bernie & Chris 
Grossman, Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, David 
Harrison, Ron Harrower, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, Bill Lee, 
Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh McBride, Thom 
McClenahan, Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, Frank Murphy, Jenny 
Murtaugh, Bill Ostrander, Ellen Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal Reilly, 
John Roosenberg, Jeanette Roundy, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz-Weinstein, 
Marian Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison Van Keuren, 
Phil Whitney, Tom & Colleen Williams, Donna Wright, Will Yandik, Robert 
Yunick. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


5R - Five Rivers EEC, ALBA; APBP - Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR 
- Alcove Res, ALBA; BCM - Black Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR - Basic Creek 
Res, ALBA; BMB - Bog Meadow Brook Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP - 
Coxsackie Creek Grasslands Preserve, GREE; CF - Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL - 
Collins L, SCHE; CRM - Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FtEG - Ft. Edward 
Grasslands, WASH; FV - Franklinton Vlaie, SCHO; HP - Huyck Preserve, 
ALBA; OCA - Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; PRWMA - Partridge Run 
WMA, ALBA; SNHP - Saratoga National Historical P, SARA; TR - 
Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP - Vischer Ferry Nature & Historic Preserve, 
SARA; WMP - Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, COLU. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 
(R8): Stuyvesant COLU 5 Nov (NK); TR 6 
Nov (AM). 

Brant: max 100 HP 18 Oct (JK). 

Cackling Goose: Coming Preserve ALBA 18 
Oct(TL). 

Gadwall: max 50 Stanton Pd ALBA 29 Nov. 
Am. Wigeon: max 80 Stanton Pd ALBA 21 
Nov. 

Mallard: max 450 Galway L SARA 25 Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 40 Stanton Pd ALBA 
18 Sep. 

N. Shoveler: max 10 Stanton Pd ALBA 11 
Nov. 

N. Pintail: max 12 Stanton Pd ALBA 31 Oct. 
Green-winged Teal: max 60 Saratoga L SARA 
11 Nov. 


Canvasback: Loughberry L SARA 5 Oct. 
Redhead: max 6 Loughberry L SARA 22 Nov. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 800 Loughberry L 
SARA 16 Nov. 

Greater Scaup: max 60 Loughberry L SARA 
22 Nov. 

Lesser Scaup: max 150 Loughberry L SARA 
22 Nov. 

Surf Scoter: 2 BCR 26 Oct.; Vischer Ferry 
SARA 14 Nov. 

White-winged Scoter: max 8 Saratoga L 
SARA 11 Nov. 

Black Scoter: max 18 AR 18 Oct. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 6 Saratoga L SARA 11 
Nov. 

Bufflehead: max 150 Saratoga L SARA 28 
Nov. 

Com. Goldeneye: arr TR 30 Oct. 
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Barrow’s Goldeneye: Fenimore Bridge SARA 
26 Nov (LD). 

Hooded Merganser: max 300 BCR 14 Nov. 
Red-breasted Merganser: 4 Saratoga L SARA 
23 Nov. 

Ruddy Duck: max 402 BCR 4 Nov. 
Red-throated Loon: Coxsackie Boat Launch 
GREE 3 Nov; AR21 Nov. 

Horned Grebe: 3 AR 23 Oct; 3 Saratoga L 
SARA 11 Nov. 

Red-necked Grebe: max 6 Saratoga L SARA 6 
Nov. 

Am. Bittern: Ft Edward WASH 20 Sep. 

Great Egret: max 17 VFNHP 10 Sep. 

Green Heron: last Petersburg RENN 10 Oct. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: BCR 6 Oct. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: last OCA 18 Nov. 

Broad-winged Hawk: max 246 Helderberg 
Hawk Watch ALBA 15 Sep. 

Rough-legged Hawk: arr FtEG 11 Nov. 

Am. Coot: max 11 AR 12 Oct. 

SANDHILL CRANE (R8): 7 Columbia Cty 
Airport COLU 17 Sep (MB) 

Black-bellied Plover: max 4 CF 21 Oct. 
Semipalmated Plover: last 2 Greenwich 
WASH 14 Sep. 

Killdeer: last Center Hill Pond COLU 3 Nov. 
Spotted Sandpiper: last Gay’s Point COLU 28 
Oct. 

Solitary Sandpiper: last 5R 3 Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: last CF 2 Nov. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: last Schuylerville SARA 8 
Oct. 

Dunlin: Harris Rd. SARA 18 Oct; CF 21 Oct. 
Least Sandpiper: last Stanton Pond ALBA 6 
Oct. 

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER (R8): 

Stuyvesant COLU 1 Sep (NK); Harris Rd. 
SARA 18 Oct (LD). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr CF 17 Sep; max 4 
BCR 26 Oct, scarce. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 11 Stuyvesant 
COLU 1 Sep. 

FRANKLIN’S GULL: Queensbury WARR 14 
Nov (LD), NYSARC, intro. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max. 20 Athens GREE 5 
Sep (RG). 

Iceland Gull: arr Crescent Power Plant ALBA 
15 Nov. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: arr Waterford 
SARA 21 Nov. 

Caspian Tern: Lock 2 SARA 7 Sep. 


PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: last Johnstown FULT 
13 Sep. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: APBP 8 Nov, banded (AD). 
Com. Nighthawk: last Colonie ALBA 6 Oct 
(CD). 

Chimney Swift: last Quack I RENN 15 Sep. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last 
Guilderland ALBA 5 Oct. 

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (R8): Old 

Valley Rd, Colonie ALBA 9-30 Nov (BD), 
intro. 

Am. Kestrel: max 9 Knox ALBA 12 Sep. 
Merlin: 2 HP 5 Sep. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: PRWMA 2 Sep; CL 5 
Sep; Five Combines Trail WASH 13 Sep. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 3 APBP 9 & 11 
Sep, banded; Five Combines Trail WASH 11 
Sep. 

Alder Flycatcher: Five Combines Trail WASH 
11 Sep, late 

Willow Flycatcher: last Mohawk-Hudson 
Bike-Hike Trail, Scotia/Glenville SCHE 12 
Sep. 

E. Phoebe: 5R 30 Nov, late 

Great Crested Flycatcher: last 5R 22 Sep; 

Buckingham Pd ALBA 22 Sep. 

E. Kingbird: last Athens GREE 13 Sep. 
WHITE-EYED VIREO (R8): Rogers I 
Overlook COLU 6 Oct (BC, WY); Newtonville 
ALBA 10 Oct (SG). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: last VFNHP 24 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: TR 5 Nov, late 
Philadelphia Vireo: 17 reports 7 Sep - 4 Oct. 
Cliff Swallow: last Stuyvesant COLU 1 Sep. 
House Wren: last U Albany ALBA 10 Oct. 
Marsh Wren: last BCM 14 Oct. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: VFNHP 3 Oct, late 
(JC) 

TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE: Thacher Park 
ALBA 18 Oct - 8 Nov (CT), NYSARC, intro. 
Veery: last Buckingham Pond ALBA 22 Sep. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: BMB 23 Sep; 
Schodack I SP RENN 5 Oct. 
Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: BMB 4 
Oct. 

Swainson’s Thrush: max 5 APBP 21 Sep. 
Wood Thrush: last 2 Schodack I SP RENN 4 
Oct. 

Brown Thrasher: last Towpath Rd WASH 4 
Oct. 

Am. Pipit: max 32 nr Schuylerville SARA 22 
Oct. 
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Bohemian Waxwing: at Harris’s Sparrow site, 
Loudonville ALBA 13 Nov (TW). 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Snow Bunting: arr Thompson’s Lake SP 26 
Oct. 

Ovenbird: last Schodack I SP RENN 5 Oct. 
Tennessee Warbler: last U Albany ALB 19 
Oct. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: 6 reports 2 Oct - 
31 Oct. 

Connecticut Warbler: APBP 18 Sep, banded 
(AD); APBP 23 Sep (TW). 

Mourning Warbler: U Albany ALBA 10 Sep; 
Austerlitz COLU 12 Sep. 

Cape May Warbler: 7 reports 2 Sep - 3 Oct. 
N. Parula: last 2 Rogers I Overlook COLU 6 
Oct. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: 8 reports 2 Sep - 21 

Sep. 

Yellow Warbler: 12 reports 2 Sep - 27 Sep. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last Spring Hill Ponds 
WARR 15 Oct. 

Palm Warbler: max 14 Scotia SCHE (DH), 
high count. 

Wilson’s Warbler: 15 reports 2 Sep - 4 Oct. 


TOWHEES-WEAVERS 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr CL 31 Oct. 

Chipping Sparrow: last Lock 6 State Canal 
Park SARA 22 Nov. 

Vesper Sparrow: 6 reports 22 Sep - 19 Oct. 
White-crowned Sparrow: max 10 Towpath 
Rd, Kingsbury WASH 17 Oct. 

HARRIS’S SPARROW: Loudonville ALBA 
11 Nov - 29 Nov, NYSARC, intro. 

Scarlet Tanager: last Schodack I SP 5 Oct. 
Indigo Bunting: last U Albany ALBA 22 Oct. 
DICKCISSEL (R8): Mohawk-Hudson Bike- 
Hike Trail, Scotia/Glenville SCHE 25 Oct 
(BC). 

Bobolink: 5R 3 Sep.; Towpath Rd, Kingsbury 
WASH 12 Sep. 

Rusty Blackbird: max 23 VFNHP 3 Oct (BO). 
Baltimore Oriole: last Five Combines Trail 
WASH 13 Sep. 

Com. Redpoll: max 13 Thacher Park ALBA 23 
Oct. 

Pine Siskin: max 140 Thacher Park ALBA 20 
Oct (JC). 


REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 
Michael Bochnik 

70 Hutchinson Boulevard, Mt Vernon, NY 10552 
BochnikM@cs.com 

The season’s weather was marked with many days of easterly or southerly 
winds, putting a damper on fall migration through the area. September was very 
warm and included a four day heat wave starting 6 September with a high in 
Poughkeepsie of 97° on 8 September. There were no cool, well-below-average 
days in the month. The average monthly temperature was 5.8° above normal. 
Rainfall amounted to 3.5", 0.8" below normal. October was very dry with only 
1.7" of precipitation; 2.8" below normal. Temperature fluctuated greatly, with 
three days with highs at 78° and six days with lows in the twenties. The coldest 
day in Poughkeepsie had a low of 21° on 19 October. This all averaged out to 
normal temperatures for the month. November was also dry, with 1.8" of rain, 
1.6" below normal. The frequent southerly winds brought the month in at 4.8° 
warmer than normal. This summer-like weather made for a generally uneventful 
fall, but a few good birds did show up. 

Greater White-fronted Goose appeared in late November in Dutchess and 
Ulster Counties. A couple of Cackling Geese also appeared in the month. 
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Easterly and southern winds kept numbers down at most hawk watches this 
fall. The exception was a record number of Broad-winged Hawks at Mount 
Peter for the season. The Mount Peter Hawk Watch tallied over 11,000, with the 
high of 2806 on 16 September. 

After breeding successfully in Sharon Station Rd. Marsh in Amenia, 
Common Gallinules lingered to delight birders into October. 

A Baird’s Sandpiper found on Greig Farm in Red Hook 6 September was 
only Dutchess County’s third record. The bird stayed until the 19 th . Baird’s were 
also found in the expected areas of Orange County in early September. Western 
Sandpiper and a Long-billed Dowitcher appeared in Morningside Park in 
September. Apparently these are the first records for shorebird habitat-deprived 
Sullivan County. 

A highlight of the season was yet another report of CRESTED 
CARACARA. One passed the hawk watch on Route 299, Highland, Ulster 
County on 16 September and appeared to be missing an eye. Monk Parakeets 
appear to be expanding in Westchester from their stronghold in New Rochelle, 
with sightings and nests in Yonkers and Rye. 

CAVE SWALLLOWS were found and photographed in mid-November, 
with two at Rye Town Park 14 November followed by a single bird at Croton 
Point Park 23 November. This marks the sixth and seventh record for both 
Region 9 and Westchester County. 

Nice fall finds included a few Nelson's Sparrows and Blue Grosbeaks and a 
single Dickcissel. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Scott Baldinger, Gail Benson, Kelli Bochnik, Michael Bochnik, Arlene Borko, 
Paul Bourdin, Tom Burke, Judy Cinquina, Mark DeDea, Evan Edelbaum, Tom 
Fiore, Eamon Freiburger, Derek Furr, Mary Gall, John Haas, Ken Harris, David 
Hayes, Ed Higgins, Mary Iorizzo, Deborah Krai, Aimee LaBarr, Karalyn Lamb, 
Carol Linguanti, Barbara Mansell, Ken McDermott, Mack Meller, Frank 
Murphy, Bruce Nott, Matthew Papula, Gerhard Patsch, Charlie Plimpton, 
Carena Pooth, Adrienne Popko, Jessica Prockup, Kriss Replogle, Jane Rossman, 
Matt Rymkiewicz, Steve Sachs, Peter Schoenberger, Bob Senerchia, Anne 
Swaim, Herb Thompson, Wendy Tocci, Larry Trachtenburg, Bill VanWart, Chet 
Vincent, Carol Weiss, Della and Alan Wells, Jim Yates, Michael Yaun, 
Matthew Zeitler. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CPP - Croton Pt P; EGR - Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary; MC - Marshlands 
Conservancy; RNC - Rye Nature Center; SGNWR - Shawangunk Grasslands 
NWR. 
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WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Thompson P 7, 
12,13,19 Nov (CV,AP, MGa); Blue Chip Farm 
22,23,25, 30 Nov (MD); The Camel Farm 27 
Nov (KM). 

Snow Goose: Orange 9 Sep (SB). 

Brant: 450 Lenoir Nature Preserve 10 Oct 
(MB). 

Cackling Goose: Thompson P 7 Nov (AP, 
MGa); Weeping Spruce Preserve, Amenia 
22,27 Nov (CPo,HT). 

Wood Duck: 57 Forest L, White Plains 7 Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: 46 Bashakill 6 Oct (JH). 
Green-winged Teal: Rockland L 1 Sep 
(D&AW), early. 

Ring-necked Duck: arr early Rockefeller 4 Oct 
(EE). 

Surf Scoter: EGR 14 Nov. 

White-winged Scoter: 14 Lenoir Nature 
Preserve 10 Oct (MB); EGr 14 Nov. 
Red-throated Loon: arr EGR 2 Nov. 

Com. Loon: arr EGR 26 Sep. 

Horned Grebe: 2 Neversink Res 10 Oct (JH). 
Red-necked Grebe: Neversink Res 10 Oct 
(JH). 

Am. Bittern: New Rochelle 4 Sep (PB); Croton 
Bay 6 Oct (AS). 

Great Egret: Kingston Pt 7 Nov (DFu); 
Clarkstown Landfill 16 Nov (MP), late this far 
north. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: Lenoir Nature Preserve 22 Nov (EH, 
BV); CPP 24 Nov (EE). 

Broad-winged Hawk: 2806 Mount Peter 16 
Sep; 2365 Mount Peter 17 Dec; 1845 Mount 
Peter 21 Sep. 

Golden Eagle: Mount Peter 17, 19 Oct, 8, 9, 14 
Nov; 2 Hook Mt 23 Oct (TF, MI); 3 Butler 
Sane 8 Nov; 3 Interstate-84 Overlook 
HawkWatch 20 Nov (GP, BS). 

Clapper Rail: MC 3 Sep. 

Sora: Sharon Station Rd Marsh, Amenia 8 Sep 
(JR). 

Com. Gallinule: 1-3 Sharon Station Rd Marsh, 
Amenia 8, 13 Sep, 25 Oct (JR, EF, CPo, HT). 
Am. Oystercatcher: 1-2 MC 1,4 Sep; EGR 10 
Sep. 

Am. Golden-Plover: 17 Warren sod Farm 9 
Sep (BN); Ryder P Milbrook 4,5,6 Nov 
(CV,AP,DK,CPo,DH). 

Semipalmated Plover: 6 Tappan 22 Oct (KR). 
Spotted Sandpiper: Sleightsburg Spit 23,25 
Oct(JY). 

Upland Sandpiper: Hook Mt20 Sep (SS, MY, 
ph). 
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Stilt Sandpiper: 6 */ 2 Station Marsh 4 Sep 
(MZ). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Red Hook 6-10 Sep (MR); 
4-5 Black Dirt Region 5, 6, 7 Sep (JH,APo, 

KM, BN). Warren Sod Farm 9 Sep (BN). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Momingside P 15 
Sep (JH, AB, SB). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 3-4 Warren sod 
Farm 5, 6, 9 Sep (BN, JH). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 4 Momingside P 15 Sep 
(JH); 3 Pine Plains 20 Sep (CP). 

Western Sandpiper: Momingside P SULL 15- 
16 Sep (JH, AB, SB), first county record. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: MC 3 Sep; 4 
Bontecou Wetlands, Millbrok 3 Sep (AP); 6 % 
Station Marsh 21 Sep (MZ); Route 82, 
Stanfordville 7 Nov (BM). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Momingside P 6, 15 
Sep (JH, SB), first county record. 

Laughing Gull: max 160 EGR 11,15 Sep. 
Caspian Tern: MC 14 Sep (TB). 

Com. Tern: max 260 EGR 15 Sep. 

Forster’s Tern: 2 EGR 10 Sep; 6 EGR 14 Nov. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

N. Saw-whet Owl: Sloan Gorge, Saugerties 19, 
27 Oct. 1, 8 Nov (PS); 2 caught and banded 
New Paltz 13 Nov (DH). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last Bashakill 
5 Oct. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Vassar Farm 9 Sep; 
max 8 Western Swamp 25 Nov; Chestnut Ridge 
21 Sep (CPI); Bashakill 27 Oct (JH). 

CRESTED CARACARA: Route 299, 
Highland, Ulster County 16 Sep, passing hawk 
watch and appeared to be missing an eye. 

Monk Parakeet: 4 Yonkers 15 Sep; 12 EGR 
15 Oct; 10 EGR 7 Nov. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Bashakill 7, 11 Sep 
(JH, AL). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Mount Peter 1 Sep; 
RNC 1 Sep; Bashakill 7, 14 Sep (JH). 
Philadelphia Vireo: 2 Pawling 1 Sep; 

Bashakill 2,14 Sep (JH, SB, BN); 2 
Rockefeller SP 14 Sep (AS); MC 16 Sep; 2 
Peach Hill 16 Sep; Dutchess Rail Trail 25 Sep 
(KH). 

CAVE SWALLLOW: 2 Rye Town Park 14 
Nov (GB, TB); CPP 23 Nov (KL), ph. 

Marsh Wren: 1-2 MC 2 Sep- 11 Nov; EGR 15 
Nov. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Bedford 25 Oct 
(MM). 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: Bashakill 8, 21 Oct 
(JH); CPP 17 Oct (LT); Hook Mt 16 Nov (CW). 
Bicknell’s Thrush: MC 5 Nov. 

Am. Pipit: 6 Bashakill 24 Sep (JH); 2 CPP 6 
Oct (AS); 20-24 Bashakill 20,27 Oct; 20 CPP 
26 Oct, 4 Nov (AS). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Snow Bunting: 2-5 CPP 7,15 Nov. 
“Lawrence’s Warbler”: Buttercup East 5 Sep 
(MR); MC 16 May (TB). 

Mourning Warbler: Rye 14 Oct. 

Cape May Warbler: 2 Bashakill 7 Sep; 
Rockefeller SP 14 Sep (AS); Bashakill 23 Sep; 
Sharpe Reservation 23 Sep; Dustchess Rail 
Trail 25 Sep (KH). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Bashakill 13,14 Sep 
(JH). 

Wilson’s Warbler: Harriman SP 21 Oct (AW). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: CPP 10 Sep (LT); 
Black Creek Preserve 16 Oct. 


TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Am. Tree Sparrow: arr CPP 26 Oct 
Vesper Sparrow: 2 CPP 6 Oct (AS); Bethel 16 
Oct (JH, AB); 6 CPP 26 Oct (AS); Dover Plains 
1 Nov (DK). 

Nelson's Sparrow: Posquiello Creekside Rd, 
Marbletown 12 Oct (PS,MD); MC 12 Oct; 3 
MC 13 Oct; 4 MC 14 Oct; max 5 MC 21 Oct 
(TB). 

Saltmarsh Sparrow: 2 MC 14 Oct. 

Fox Sparrow: arr Pruyn Sane 23 Oct (AS); 
Bashakill 23 Oct (JH). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Mt Vernon 15 Nov (KB, 
MB), late. 

White-crowned Sparrow: max 4 CPP 17 Oct 

(LT). 

Blue Grosbeak: 2 MC 10 Oct (GB, TB); 

Lenoir Nature Preserve 11 Oct (MB). 
Dickcissel: Posquiello Creekside Rd, 
Marbletown 11,12 Oct (FM). 

Rusty Blackbird: max 60 Bashakill27 Oct (JH, 
SB). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 1000 Stanford 
27 Sep (CP, HT). 


REGION 10-MARINE 
Seth Ausubel 

118-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375 
sausubel@nyc.rr.com 

The weather during the fall season was very warm and generally dry, with 
persistent easterly winds and few substantial cold fronts. Average temperatures 
in September at stations across the Region ranged from 4.9-6.4° F above 
historical averages reported by the National Weather Service. At the upper 
extreme, temperatures in Central Park averaged a balmy 74.4°. October 
temperatures were closer to the historical norms, for example 57.8° at JFK 
Airport, 0.8° above historical norms. Persistent easterly winds (see below) 
probably held the temperatures down. But the warmth was back in November, 
with temperatures about 5° above historical averages (52.5° at JFK, 5.0° above 
historical norms). Average precipitation in September across the Region has 
been approximately 3.5" historically. This September JFK received 2.58", 0.92" 
below normal, while 4.03" fell at Islip, 0.45" above normal. About half of the 
precipitation fell on 10-11 September, for example 2.3" at Islip. Precipitation in 
October ranged from 3.91" at Central Park (0.49" below normal), to 4.57" at 
Islip (0.78" above normal). November was dry. Generally, half the normal 
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precipitation fell (for example, 2.01" at Central Park, exactly half the normal), 
and about half of that fell on 19 November. 

A principal factor contributing to the weather in our area this fall was a 
pattern called a Rex Block, in which strong high and low pressure systems occur 
with little west-east movement and the high to the north of the low. This results 
in persistent easterly winds between the two systems. In fall 2015, the low set up 
over South Carolina, while the high was over the Canadian Maritime Provinces, 
resulting in our persistent easterly winds. For example, beginning 22 September, 
winds were east for 18 days straight. This undoubtedly diverted many migrant 
land birds and raptors away from our area. Hurricane Joaquin passed well to the 
east of Long Island on 3 October, producing a northeast gale but no unusual 
seabird sightings. Despite what was generally poor weather for peak bird 
abundance, 306 species were recorded in Region 10 this season. 

With few strong cold fronts, the fall passerine migration produced few 
days with any particularly impressive numbers of birds. There was no distinct 
peak of migrant passerine diversity during the first half of the season. More 
interesting was that diversity in mid-October equaled or perhaps exceeded that 
in September. For example, at least 14 species of warblers were noted in Central 
Park on 10 and 12 October. This may reflect a trend toward later migration due 
to climate change. Overall, at least 25 species occurred substantially later than 
their normal departure dates this fall. This number is similar to recent seasons. 
Most notable were a Louisiana Waterthrush seen by Howie Fischer on 21 
October at Clove Lakes Park, Staten Island, and a Kentucky Warbler reported 9 
October in Central Park. These may be new record late dates for the Region or 
State. 

8 November brought a substantial diurnal coastal flight. Corey Finger 
estimated almost 43,000 Red-winged Blackbirds and 17,000 Common Grackles 
among more modest numbers of other common diurnal migrants, during his 
“Big Sit” at Ft. Tilden, Queens County. He recorded only 17 Rusty Blackbirds 
among the migrating flocks, consistent with the precipitous decline of this 
species. With the exception of moderate numbers of Purple Finches and very 
small numbers of Pine Siskins, irruptive winter finches were absent from Region 
10 this fall. It was an exceptionally poor fall for migrant owls. For the first time 
in the author’s memory, at least 25 years past, there were no reports of Long¬ 
eared or Northern Saw-whet Owls in Region 10. 

It was another poor season at the Fire Island Hawk Watch. 2293 hawks 
were counted, 33% below the average of the previous 20 years. A comparison of 
data from FIHW with several other hawk watches in the northeast by compiler 
Drew Panko indicates that weather conditions and population changes affected 
the numbers variously for the different species. For example, American Kestrel 
numbers (63% below the 20-year average at FIHW) were poor at all the hawk 
watches examined, indicating, as expected, that a widespread population decline 
is continuing. Sharp-shinned Hawk (-31%) showed a similar result. However, 
the low numbers of Merlins (-19%) and Peregrine Falcons (-63%) at FIHW were 
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not reflected at the inland hawk watches examined, indicating that the weather 
caused the migration to shift inland. Low numbers of Northern Harriers at all the 
hawk watches examined (-28% at FIHW) do not reflect results in recent years, 
which may indicate a poor breeding year for this species. 

As noted above for passerines, the FIHW results this year also indicate a 
shift toward later migration, possibly a result of climate change. For example, 
the 454 total hawks on 23 October was a record for the date and an 
exceptionally large number, and included notable counts for most of the species 
regularly seen at FIHW. There were notable counts of Merlin (201, a record for 
the date), American Kestrel (136), Sharp-shinned Hawk (74), and Northern 
Harrier (33); as well as four Cooper’s Hawks and two Bald Eagles, both records 
for the date. Interestingly, a Broad-winged Hawk was reported at Ft. Tilden on 
23 October and at Hempstead Lake State Park, Nassau County the day before, 
late for this species. The late migration was also evident in early November, 
when notable counts at FIHW occurred on several dates despite east winds. For 
example, a record 44 total hawks on 8 November included notable counts of 22 
Sharp-shinned Hawks, seven Northern Harriers, two American Kestrels, and two 
Cooper’s Hawks. 

Consistent with the very warm weather, waterfowl numbers this season 
were generally very low. However, rare geese were well represented, including a 
Pink-footed Goose, a Barnacle Goose, and a Ross’s Goose, the latter taken by 
a hunter on 28 November. There were only four distinct reports of Canvasback 
all season, involving no more than 17 birds in total. Baisley Pond Park in South 
Jamaica, Queens has become a Regionally significant location for Redhead. The 
maximum count there was 72. Elsewhere in the Region the greatest count was 
nine. Despite the generally low waterfowl numbers, a nice aggregation occurred 
on the East Pond of the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge. This included seasonal 
maxima of at least seven common species, plus Canvasback, Redhead, and two 
drake Eurasian Wigeon. Numbers of American Coots there reached an 
impressive maximum of 800 birds on 26 November. Also unusual for Region 10 
was that the seasonal maximum of Lesser Scaup (234) exceeded that of Greater 
Scaup (150). 

A widespread incursion of Franklin’s Gulls occurred in the eastern U.S. 
on 13 November. This remarkable event followed the passage of a strong 
cyclone over the upper Great Lakes, producing wind vectors reaching the east 
coast. The event produced sightings from Portsmouth, NH south to the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel and throughout the eastern Great Lakes. In 
Kingbird Region 10 there were 14 birds recorded on 13 November. But they 
were gone by the next day, with none found despite much searching. The 
Franklin’s Gull incursion coincided with an incursion of Cave Swallows, with 
over 40 birds reported 13-15 November. 

Regular pelagic trips to the continental shelf in recent years during late 
summer and fall have produced an impressive assortment of sea birds, especially 
warm water species. For example, John Shemilt, Derek Rogers, and Chase 
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Cammarota ventured to waters south of “The Claw”, about 100 miles south of 
Montauk, on 3 September and found three Black-capped Petrels, 49 
Audubon’s Shearwaters, and nine Band-rumped Storm-Petrels. A See Life 
Paulagics trip led by Doug Gochfeld and others went to Hudson Canyon as far 
as 110 miles offshore on 24 October, finding eight Black-capped Petrels and one 
Audubon’s Shearwater. Both of these trips also found Leach’s Storm-Petrel, 
three on 3 September and one on 24 October. 

This season’s rarities included quite a few one-day, one-observer, or 
otherwise inaccessible birds. However, one celebrity bird was perhaps seen by 
more people than any other bird to date in the Region or maybe even the state! 

There was only one report of “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal this season, 
a bird found by Thomas Kernan on Mill Pond, Setauket, Suffolk County on 26 
November. A photograph seen by Don Riepe showed an American White 
Pelican flying over the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge on 14 November. Then on 
17 November, Ed Becher found two birds on the refuge’s East Pond. They 
remained in the area through the season. Klemens Gasser photographed an adult 
White Ibis flying over Prospect Park on 11 October. This bird was relocated at 
nearby Green-wood Cemetery the day after. Anthony Ciancimino and Catherine 
Baron saw perhaps the same bird on 18 October at River Road, Staten Island. 
Single fly-by Sandhill Cranes were seen by Anthony at Lemon Creek Pier, 
Staten Island on 11 October and at Venetian Shores Park, Lindenhurst, Suffolk 
County on 14 November by several observers. Andrew Farnsworth found a Red 
Phalarope at Inwood Hill Park, Manhattan on 1 October. The author spotted an 
adult Sabine’s Gull flying east over the ocean at Dolphin Lane, along Dune Rd, 
East Quogue, Suffolk County on 21 November. The bird could not be relocated 
further east. A number of birders saw a Long-tailed Jaeger at Robert Moses 
State Park on 25 October. Cynthia Holden photographed a Eurasian Collared- 
Dove on 24 October at Inwood Hill Park, Manhattan. Could this be the same 
bird seen around the Chelsea Piers, Manhattan through December 2014? 
Richard Aracil saw a White-winged Dove at Pelham Bay Park, Bronx on 23 
November. An immature female Rufous Hummingbird visited a feeder at a 
private residence in Riverhead, Suffolk County from 17 November through the 
season. At least three Pileated Woodpeckers were present in Staten Island this 
fall. They were seen repeatedly around the Mt. Loretto area, including North Mt. 
Loretto State Forest, Cemetery of the Resurrection, and the Mt. Loretto Unique 
Area by Seth Wollney, Anthony Ciancimino and others. Anthony also found a 
Say’s Phoebe at Miller Field, Staten Island on 28 September. Alex Wilson 
found an Ash-throated Flycatcher at Calvert Vaux Park, Brooklyn on 24 
October. An empidonax flycatcher found in Central Park was initially identified 
as a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, until Peter Post and others realized that it 
appeared to be a “Western” Flycatcher (Pacific Slope/Cordilleran Flycatcher). 
It was present from 18-24 November. Review of recordings of its calls may 
establish the specific identification. John Sepenoski saw a Northern Wheatear 
at Plum Island, Suffolk County on 25 September. An “Audubon’s” Yellow- 
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ramped Warbler showed up at Sunken Meadow State Park, in the same area 
one was found in three of the previous four years. Shai Mitra found the bird, 
which was seen on 22 November only. Dick Veit identified a “Cassiar” Dark¬ 
eyed Junco at Conference House Park, Staten Island on 25 November, which 
was seen through the season. Most of the records of this rare and poorly 
understood race of Dark-eyed Junco are from the winter in the Pacific 
Northwest. Lastly, a male Painted Bunting found by Kier Randall at Prospect 
Park on 29 November became a true New York celebrity. The bird remained 
around the new and beautifully planted LeFrak Center through the fall season. 
He was prominently featured in the New York Times, and one birder counted 92 
fellows jockeying for a good viewing position during his visit. 

Readers may be interested to know of a new competitive birding event in 
our area. The second annual Seatuck Birding Challenge was held 26 September. 
The 12-hour competition was sponsored by the Seatuck Environmental 
Association, a NYSOA member club. 47 birders scoured Long Island from 
Brooklyn to Suffolk. The competing teams, including seven adult teams and five 
high school teams, recorded a total of 148 species despite the east winds. Some 
of the notable species found were Eurasian Wigeon, Redhead, Common Eider, 
White-winged Scoter, Black Scoter, Ring-necked Pheasant, Great Cormorant, 
Bald Eagle, Clapper Rail, American Golden-Plover, Piping Plover, Pectoral 
Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, Great Horned Owl, Monk Parakeet, Willow 
Flycatcher, Philadelphia Vireo, Golden-winged Warbler, Nelson’s Sparrow, 
Saltmarsh Sparrow, and Lincoln’s Sparrow. The winners, “Pteam 
Ptarmageddon”, found 106 species. The top high school team was Team 
Mennecke, with 30 species. The event combines fun and education, and 
hopefully will foster interest in birds and birding. The third annual Birding 
Challenge next fall promises to be even better. The author’s team, the W.T 
Hornadays, vows to avenge our second place finish. But we would not mind if 
there was even more competition! For more information, visit Seatuck’s web 
site at seatuck.org. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Italics'. Sent end-of-season report. Robert Adamo, Deborah Allen, Bob 
Anderson, Richard Aracil (RAr), Seth Ausubel, Andrew Baksh, Catherine 
Barron, Rob Bate, Ed Becher, Debbie Becker, Matthieu Benoit, Gail Benson, 
Bobby Berlingeri, Orhan Birol, Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp (BBo), Ardith 
Bondi (ABi), Adrian Burke (ABu), Thomas W. Burke, Ben Cacace, Chase 
Cammarota, Keith Cashman, Cesar Castillo (CCo), Steve Chang, Anthony 
Ciancimino (ACi), Ralph Cioffi , Anthony Collerton, Chris Cooper (CCr), Mike 
Cooper, Joseph DiCostanzo (JDi), Peter Dorosh, Tim Dunn, Dave Eib, Andrew 
Farnsworth, Ken Feustel, Suzy Feustel, Corey Finger, Tom Fiore, Howie 
Fischer, Brendan Fogarty, Karen Fung (KFu), Doug Futuyma, John Gaglione 
(JGa), Klemens Gasser, Arie Gilbert, Paul Gildersleeve, Joe Giunta (JGi), John 
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Gluth (JG1), Doug Gochfeld, Rich Gostic, Isaac Grant, Dominic Hall-Garcia, 
Tim Healy, Dennis Hrehowsik (DHr), Joel Horman, Bruce Horwith, Sam 
Jannazzo, Phil Jeffrey, Rob Jett, Tom Johnson, Richard Kaskan (RKa), Rich 
Kelly, Thomas Kernan, Ben King, Marie King, Dave Klauber, Robert J. Kurtz , 
David LaMagna, Mary Laura Lamont , Anthony J. Lauro, Greg Lawrence, Anne 
Lazarus, Jody Levin, A1 Lindberg, Lois Lindberg, Patricia J. Lindsay, Heydi 
Lopes, Roberta Manion, Peter Martin , Michael McBrien, Jay McGowan, Eric 
Miller, Karlo Mirth, Shaibal S. Mitra, Peter Morris (PMo), Dominik Mosur, 
Michael Mulqueen, Mary Normandia, Paul Normandia, Luke Ormand, Patrick 
Palladino (PPa), Vinnie Pellegrino, Anders Peltomaa (AnP), Aidan Perkins 
(AiP), Stephane Perrault, Peter Max Polshek, Peter Post, Tom Preston, Robert 
Proniewych, Ann Purcell, Glen Quinn, Kier Randall, Peter Reisfeld, Don Riepe 
(DRi), Jeff Ritter, Derek Rogers, Jane Ross (JRo), Bobby Rossetti, Jack 
Rothman (JRn), Andrew Rubenfeld, Karen Rubenstein (KRu), Mike Scheibel 
(MSch), Steve Schellenger (SSch), Lisa Scheppke, Sy Schiff (SyS), Donna 
Schulman (DSch), Eileen Schwinn, John Sepenoski (JSe), Mike Shanley (MSh), 
Kai Sheffield, John Shemilt (JSh), Sean Sime, Jordan Spindel (JSp), Jeff Stetson 
(JSt), Taylor Sturm, Junko Suzuki (JSu), Robert Taylor, Phil Uruburu, 
Rosemary Valente (RVa), Richard Veit, Joe Viglietta, Steve Walter, David 
Wheeler, Gabriel Willow, Alex Wilson (AxW), Angus Wilson (AnW), Heather 
Wolf, Seth Ian Wollney, Michael Yuan. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

APEF - Avalon Pd/East Farm Pres, Stony Brook, SUFF; APP - Alley Pd P, 
QUEE; BPP - Baisley Pd P, QUEE; BPT - Breezy Pt, QUEE; BRY - Bryant P, 
NEWY; CB - Cedar Beach, Babylon, SUFF; CCP - Cupsogue CP, SUFF; CHP 
- Conference House P, RICH; CIC - Coney I Cr/P, KING; CP - Central Park, 
NEWY; CR - Cemetery of the Resurrection, RICH; CRSP - Connetquot R SP, 
SUFF; CVP - Calvert Vaux P, KING (formerly Drier-Offerman P); Ed - Sod 
fields on Edwards Av north of Route 25, Riverhead, SUFF; EPCAL - Calverton 
Grasslands (former Grumman Property), Calverton, SUFF; FBF - Floyd Bennett 
Field, KING; FIHW - Fire Island Hawk Watch, Robert Moses SP, SUFF; FKP - 
Fresh Kills P, RICH; FMCP - Flushing Meadows-Corona Park, QUEE; FP - 
Forest Park, QUEE; FT - Fort Tilden, QUEE; FWP - Ft. Washington P, 
NEWY; GBP - Goethal’s Bridge Pd, RICH; GBy - Gravesend Bay, KING; 
GKP - Great Kills P, RICH; GwC - Green-wood Cemetery, KING; HLSP - 
Hempstead L SP, NASS; HP - Hook Pd, East Hampton, SUFF; HSP - 
Heckscher SP, SUFF; JBSP - Jones Beach SP, NASS; JBWE - West End, Jones 
Beach SP, NASS; JBWR - Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, QUEE; KP - Kissena 
P, QUEE; Mass - Massapequa Preserve, NASS; MB - Mecox Bay/Mecox Inlet, 
SUFF; MLUA - Mt. Loretto Unique Area, RICH; MNSA - Marine Nature 
Study Area, Oceanside, NASS; MP - Montauk Pt SP, SUFF; NYBG - New 
York Botanical Garden, BRON; PBP - Pelham Bay P, BRON; PL - Patchogue 
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L, Patchogue, SUFF; PP - Prospect P, KING; RI - Randall’s I, NEWY; RMSP 
- Robert Moses SP, SUFF; RP - Jacob Riis P, QUEE; Rt 105 - Sod fields south 
of Sound Av between Route 105 and Doctor’s Path, Riverhead, SUFF; Sag - 
Sagaponack Pd/Inlet, SUFF; Shinn - Shinnecock Inlet, SUFF; SPCP - Smith Pt 
CP, SUFF; SPP - Southards Pd P, West Babylon, SUFF; SMSP - Sunken 
Meadow SP, SUFF; VCP - Van Cortlandt P, BRON; VSh - Venetian Shores P, 
Lindenhurst, SUFF; VSSP - Valley Stream SP, NASS; WPP - Wolfe’s Pd P, 
RICH. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: Rt 105 26 Nov thru 
(PJL, SSM, mob). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: 2 Heckscher P, 
Huntington, SUFF 3 Nov (RBA); APEF 14 Nov 
(RBA); Shorts Pd, Bridgehampton, SUFF 25-29 
Nov (BBo, DF); 3 HP 28 Nov - thru (MZ, 
mob); 2 Belmont L SP, West Babylon, SUFF 
28 Nov thru (DR). 

Snow Goose: max 1000 JBWR 22 Nov (PU, 
DL); very few elsewhere. 

ROSS’S GOOSE (R10): Calverton, SUFF 24 
Nov (DR); same bird Reeves Av Buffalo Farm, 
Riverhead, SUFF 26-27 Nov (MMcB, TWB, 
GB); killed by hunter 28 Nov (RBA). 
BARNACLE GOOSE: Maratooka L, 
Mattituck, SUFF 14-21 Nov (JSe, SA, MN); 
same bird Alvah’s Ln, Cutchogue, SUFF 26 
Nov thru (MMcB, RBA). 

Cackling Goose: FMCP 29-30 Sep (CF, CCo), 
early; 2 PBP 24 Oct (MB); Caumsett SP, SUFF 
1 Nov (RBA); HP 8 Nov (RBA); JBWE 14 Nov 
(TH); APEF 14 Nov (RBA); Maratooka L 14- 
21 Nov (JSe, SA, MN); same bird Alvah’s Ln 

26 Nov (MMcB); HSP 22 Nov (DR), possible 
Branta hutchinsii taverneri ; Reeves Av Buffalo 
Farm 26 Nov (MMcB); 13 Calverton 26 Nov 
(MMcB), large number, 4 possible B.h. 
taverneri ; 2 Centerport Pd, Centerport, SUFF 

27 Nov (DR). 

Mute Swan: max 200 JBWR 5 Sep (CF), 
population there perhaps returning to levels pre 
Hurricane Sandy. 

Tundra Swan: Brooklyn Bridge P, KING 19 
Oct (HW), ph; 4 HP 25 Nov thru (BBo, mob). 
Wood Duck: max 24 FT 14 Nov (SB, DG), 
migr. 

Gadwall: max 300 JBWR East Pd 22 Nov 
(JMcG, et al). 

Eurasian Wigeon: JBWR 26-28 Sep (JG1, et 
al.); 2 JBWR 22 Nov thru (JMcG, AB, SA, 

CF); 2 Mill Pd, Patchogue, SUFF 19 Oct (PU, 
KC); Setauket Mill Pd, Setauket, SUFF 19 Oct- 
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14 Nov (KC; RBA); Rt 25A, Centerport 23 Nov 
(RBA); fern Maratooka L 26 Nov (MMcB). 

Am. Wigeon: max 350 JBWR East Pd 22 Nov 
(JMcG, et al). 

Mallard: max 640 JBWR East Pd 19 Sep 
(Jared Cole), large number. 

Blue-winged Teal: max 50 JBWR 3-26 Sep 
(mob). 

N. Pintail: max 32 Fresh Kills P, RICH 8 Nov 
(SIW), large number. 

Green-winged Teal: max 250 JBWR 20 Nov 
(RB). 

“EURASIAN” GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
(R10): Mill Pd, Setauket, SUFF 26 Nov (TK). 
Canvasback: Centerport Pd, Centerport, SUFF 
18 Nov (BBo); 5 JBWR 23 Nov (ACi, MK); 4 
Seatuck Cr, Islip, SUFF 26 Nov (AC); 7 
Centerport Pd 26 Nov (DR); only reps. 
Redhead: 9 Santapogue Cr, Lindenhurst, SUFF 

15 Nov (CCo); 9 JBWR 26 Nov (AB); max 72 
BPP 27 Nov (AB), large number. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 25 Lily Pd, Georgica, 
SUFF 28 Nov (JRo), few. 

Greater Scaup: JBWE 26 Sep (JG1, TS, et al), 
early, Seatuck Birding Challenge; max 150 
JBWR East Pd 19 Nov (SSch), few. 

Lesser Scaup: max 234 Mill Pd, Watermill, 
SUFF 28 Nov (AnW). 

Com. Eider: a few from summer; max 125 MP 
29 Nov (SF), few. 

Harlequin Duck: fem Jones Inlet, NASS 27 
Oct (KF, BA), first; 1-3 Jones Inlet 28 Oct - 29 
Nov (mob); 4 Jones Inlet 30 Nov thru (mob); 
fem Dead Horse Bay, KING 1 Nov (HL, KR). 
Surf Scoter: max 969 MP 21 Nov (AnW), 
otherwise much smaller numbers. 
White-winged Scoter: max 1208 Goldsmith’s 
Inlet, Southold. SUFF 31 Oct (JSe); 400-500 
noted MP late Nov. 

Black Scoter: 1170 MB 8 Nov (SSM, PJL, 
PMo); 1000 New Inlet, Fire I, SUFF 12 Nov 
(MLL); 1250 MP 25 Nov (BBo); max 5000 
SPCP 29 Nov (AiP). 


81 


Long-tailed Duck: max 110 Shinn 7 Nov 
(RVa), few. 

Bufflehead: max 535 VSh 25 Nov (PMo). 
Comm. Goldeneye: max 25 GKP 29 Nov 
(ACi). 

Hooded Merganser: max 142 HLSP 29 Nov 
(BB), large number. 

Com. Merganser: PBP 20 Nov (RAr); only 
rep. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 83 SMSP 10 
Nov (SF), few. 

Ruddy Duck: max 860 Mill Pd, Watermill 28 
Nov (AnW); 500 JBWR East Pd 9 Nov - thru 
(mob). 

N. Bobwhite: Southold 11 Oct (JSe), only 
SUFF rep. 

Red-throated Loon: Hudson Canyon, pelagic 
trip fir Sheepshead Bay, KING 24 Oct (DG, et 
al ), unusual loc; 476 Amagansett, SUFF 29 
Nov (RBA), large number. 

Red-necked Grebe: Shinn 20 Sep (RBA), 
early. 

N Fulmar: 7 Hudson Canyon, pelagic trip fr 
Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct (DG, et al). 
BLACK-CAPPED PETREL: 3 100 mi S 
Montauk, SUFF 3 Sep (JSh, DR, CC); 8 
Hudson Canyon, pelagic trip fir Sheepshead Bay 
24 Oct (DG, et al.). 

Cory's Shearwater: 15 100 mi S Montauk 3 
Sep (JSh, DR, CC); 2 Sag 5 Sep (RBA); 3 3 mi 
SW MP 12 Sep (OB); 2 1 mi W Gardiner’s I, 
SUFF 12 Sep (OB), unusual loc; 20 Great Gull 
I, SUFF 12 Sep (fide JDi); max 54 Ama 12 Sep 
(AnW); 10 Sag 13 Sep (RBA); 9 MB 13 Sep 
(RBA); 7 Hudson Canyon, pelagic trip fr 
Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct (DG, et a/.); RMSP 25 
Oct (fide SSM). 

Great Shearwater: 100 mi S Montauk 3 Sep 
(JSh, DR, CC); 92 Hudson Canyon, pelagic trip 
fir Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct (DG, etal). 

Manx Shearwater: 2 Hudson Canyon, pelagic 
trip fr Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct (DG, etal). 
AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER: 49 100 mi S 
Montauk 3 Sep (JSh, DR, CC). 

Wilson's Storm-Petrel: 24 100 mi S Montauk 
3 Sep (JSh, DR, CC); 21 Hudson Canyon, 
pelagic trip fr Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct (DG, et 
al). 

LEACH'S STORM-PETREL: 2 100 mi S 
Montauk 3 Sep (JSh, DR, CC); Hudson 
Canyon, pelagic trip fr Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct 
(DG, et al). 

BAND-RUMPED STORM-PETREL: 9 100 

mi S Montauk 3 Sep (JSh, DR, CC). 


AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN (R10): 
JBWR 14-17 Nov ( fide DRi, EB, mob); 2 
JBWR 21 Nov - thru (MY, EM, et al., mob). 
Great Cormorant: imm Great Gull 11-10 Sep 
(JDi, etal:, MLL); JBWR 26 Sep (SSM, PJL, et 
al), Seatuck Birding Challenge; early. 

Am. Bittern: CCP 3 Sep (RBA); SPP 17-18 
Sep (PMo); CCP 7-8 Oct (RBA); Dune Rd, E 
Quogue, SUFF 21 Nov (SA, MN, PN). 
Tricolored Heron: JBWR 12 Oct (CF), only 
rep. 

WHITE IBIS: PP 11 Oct (KG), ph; same bird 
GwC 12 Oct (fide RJ). 

Black Vulture: 4 NYBG 17 Oct (DB, et al); 
CP 9 Nov (BK). 

Turkey Vulture: max 25 Northville, SUFF 5 
Oct (MLL), large number; 5 FT 23 Oct (CF, 
DG), migr. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: 378 FIHW, 10% above 20-yr average 
(fide DP). 

Bald Eagle: 6 FIHW, 77% above 20-yr average 
(fide DP), intro, pr present William Floyd 
Estate, Mastic Beach, SUFF thru, at nest late 
Nov (MLL); imm Great Gull 11-10 Sep (JDi, et 
al, MLL); imm Sands Pt Pres 14 Sep (GQ); ad 
Northville 30 Sep (MLL); 2 JBWE 4 Oct (SyS); 
SPP 6 Oct (PMo); imm FT 10 Oct (CF); 2 
Riverhead 15 Oct (MLL), ad & juv; SPP 16 Oct 
(PMo); 3 Greentree Estate, Manhasset, NASS 
17 Oct (SP); 2 Leed’s Pd, Plandome Manor, 
NASS 24 Oct (RBA); MLUA 24 Oct (JSt) ad 
HLSP 25 Oct (TH); PBP 26 Oct (JRn, et al.); ad 
FT 8 Nov (CF, SA); MLUA 8 Nov (SIW); ad 
KP 16 Nov (CCo); pr present FMCP ca 20 Nov 
thru (MN, mob); ad EPCAL 25 Nov (SyS, JGi). 
N. Harrier: 164 FIHW, 28% below 20-yr 
average (fide DP), intro. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: 220 FIHW, 37% below 
20-yr average (fide DP), intro. 

Cooper's Hawk: 41 FIHW, 27% above 20-yr 
average (fide DP), intro. 

N. Goshawk: Twin Lakes Pres, Wantagh, 
NASS 14 Nov (PM); CR 23 Nov (ACi); PBP 
26 Nov (S. Sachs), ph. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Bellmore, NASS 27- 
29 Oct (PM); 5 CP 14 Nov (fide DA). 
Broad-winged Hawk: HLSP 22 Oct (SyS, et 
al); FT 23 Oct (CF, DG); late, rare on L.I.. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Tobay, NASS 24 Nov 
(Bill Elrick), only rep. 

Virginia Rail: Rockefeller Center, NEWY 21 
Sep (RBA), 49 th St & 6 th Av, NEWY 30 Oct 
(fide BC); unusual Iocs. 


82 


The Kingbird 2016 March; 66 (1) 


Sora: River Rd, RICH 20 Sep (ACi); Brooklyn 
Bridge P 10 Oct (HW); CP 17 Oct - 3 Nov 
(mob); SPP 23 Oct (PMo). 

Com. Gallinule: McKay L, EPCAL 9 Sep thru 
(DR, DK, BR, SyS, JGi), injured wing. 

Am. Coot: max 800 JBWR 26 Nov (AB), large 
number. 

SANDHILL CRANE (RIO): Lemon Creek 
Pier, RICH 11 Oct (ACi); VSh 14 Nov (PMo, 
JGI, TS, ID), in flight. 

Am. Golden-Plover: few; 2 Great Gull 12 Sep 
(JDi, et a/.); 12 Bridge Ln, Cutchogue, SUFF 3 
Sep (RBA); 12 Bridge Ln, Cutchogue 6 Sep 
(TWB, GB, RJK); 2 CCP 7 Sep (RBA); 2 Rt 
105 7-8 Sep (MC, SS); 12 Rt 105 11 Sep 
(RBA); 10 Rt 105 12 Sep (MN); 4 Rt 105 13 
Sep (SA, MN); JBWE 14-15 Sep (mob); max 
35 Rt 105 20 Sep (AnW); 8 Rt 105 27 Sep 
(RBA); GKP 12-24 Oct (DE, ACi); appx 12 
addtl reps, last 15 Nov. 

Solitary Sandpiper: 10 McKay L, EPCAL 9 
Sep (DR), large number. 

Greater Yellowlegs: max 225 CIC 24 Sep (SS, 
SB); large number. 

Whimbrel: JBWE 2 Sep (RT); Great Gull I 3 
Sep (fide JDi); Plum B, KING 4 Sep (RBA); 2 
Sailor’s Haven, Fire I, SUFF 11 Sep (Bob 
Nyman, ph); CCP 12 Sep (RBA); Bellport, 
SUFF 27 Sep (RBA); JBWE 4 Oct (RBA). 
Hudsonian Godwit: Cedar Beach CP, 
Southold, SUFF 1 Oct (RBA); 7 VSh 3 Oct 
(PMo). 

Marbled Godwit: 2 JBWR 5 Sep (SW); CCP 7 
Sep (RBA). 

Red Knot: max 73 JBWE 25 Oct (GL, et al.). 
Stilt Sandpiper: 2 Captree I 12 Sep (SSM, et 
al.), unusual loc; Captree 127 Sep (RBA). 
Baird's Sandpiper: Bridge Ln, Cutchogue 3 
Sep (TWB, GB, RJK); JBWR 7 Sep (SW); Rt 
105 7-8 Sep (AnW, SS); 2 JBWE 13-14 Sep 
(SA, CF, mob); JBWE 14 Sep (SyS, JGi). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: 33 JBWR 2 Sep 
(RBA), large number; 9 JBWR 3 Sep (TH); 
Plum B 4-9 Oct (RBA). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: JBWE thru 3 Sep 
(mob); 2 Bridge Ln 3-12 Sep (JSe, RBA); 

Miller Field 5-6 Sep (ACi); 6 Rt 105 5-6 Sep 
(JGI, TWB, GB); 9 Rt 105 7 Sep (AnW); max 
11 Rt 105 8 Sep (SS); 4 Rt 105 11 Sep (MN); 2 
Rt 105 12 Sep (DK, BR); 6 Rt 105 27 Sep 
(RBA). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 7 Calverton Ponds Pres, 
SUFF 9 Sep (DR); max 9 Calverton Ponds Pres 
10 Sep (AG); 5 Captree I, SUFF 27 Sep (RBA); 
6 Miller Field, RICH 3 Oct (ACi); 7 Miller 
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Field 4 Oct (ACi); JBWR 18 Oct (CF), late; 2 
Captree 125 Oct (RBA); appx 5 addtl reps. 
Western Sandpiper: 18 JBWR 3 Sep (TH), 
large number; JBWE 28 Nov (RBA), late. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Captree 112 Sep 
(SSM, et al.); 2 Captree 126 Sep (JGI, et al), 
Seatuck Birding Challenge; 4 Captree 127 Sep 
(RBA); Captree 125 Oct (RBA); Santapogue Cr 
30 Sep thru, max 12 on 21 Nov, 11 thru (PMo, 
RBA); 7 VSh 16 Nov (SSM); 1-2 present 
JBWR 18 Nov thru (CF, AB, mob). 

Wilson's Phalarope: 2 CCP 12 Sep (RBA). 
Red-necked Phalarope: 9 ind 100 mi S 
Montauk 3 Sep (JSh, DR, CC). 

RED PHALAROPE (R10): IHP 1 Oct (AF). 
Pomarine Jaeger: 3 ind 100 mi S Montauk 3 
Sep (JSh, DR, CC); 2 Hudson Canyon, Pelagic 
trip fr Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct (DG, et al). 
Parasitic Jaeger: Nickerson B 26 Sep (RBA); 

5 RP 3 Oct (IG); Oakwood B, RICH 3 Oct 
(ACi); 2 Hudson Canyon, Pelagic trip fr 
Sheepshead Bay 24 Oct (DG, etal); 13 RMSP 
25 Oct (RBA); FIHW 26 Oct (RJK); imm 
JBWE 27 Oct (KF, SF); Tiana B, E Quogue 21 
Nov (SA, MN, PN); Ama 29 Nov (RBA). 
LONG-TAILED JAEGER: RMSP 25 Oct 
(KF, SSM, et al). 

Dovekie: Montauk Harbor Inlet 25 Nov (BBo). 
Razorbill: Dune Rd, vie. Quogue, SUFF 25 
Nov (SF); 4 MP 29 Nov (KF, SF); only reps. 
Black-legged Kittiwake: 2 Hudson Canyon, 
pelagic trip fr Sheepshead Bay, 24 Oct (DG, et 
al.); 25 Hither Hills SP, Montauk, SUFF 21 
Nov (AnW), flying east over ocean; 1 st cycle 
Sag 25 Nov (BBo), loafing. 

SABINE’S GULL (R10): ad Dune Rd, E 
Quogue, 21 Nov (SA), flying east over ocean. 
Bonaparte's Gull: 40 Jones Inlet 25 Nov (SyS, 
JGi); max 110 Montauk Harbor Inlet 25 Nov 
(BBo). 

Black-headed Gull: Norton Pt KING 21-23 
Nov (RM, DHr). 

FRANKLIN'S GULL (R10): Captree I 29 Sep 
(AG, PU); reps 13 Nov: 2 RP (AB); 1 st win 
Miller Field (IG); 1 st win FBF (DG); ad Plum B 
(SB); imm Malibu Beach, NASS (BR, mob); 3 
Midland B, RICH (SIW, IG), 2 1 st win, ad; 1 st 
win VSh (PMo); ad East R at 42 St, NEWY 
(AF); 2 Hudson R at 70 St, NEWY (JDi); intro. 
Iceland Gull: imm MP 29 Nov (KF, SF, DF). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Great Gull 12-3 
Sep (JDi); max 33 JBWE 4 Sep (RBA); Rt 105 
12 Sep (DK, BR), unusual loc; 11 JBWE 13 
Sep (SA, CF); 27 JBWE 26 Sep (RBA); 29 
JBWE 3 Oct (BB); 11 Tobay 3 Oct (BB); ad 
Northville 3 Nov (MLL); 4 Tobay 13 Nov 
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(BB); returning ad Arden Av, RICH 1 Oct thru; 
appx 10 addtl reps. 

Glaucous Gull: no reps. 

Gull-billed Tern: JBWRthru 12 Sep (RBA); 3 
JBWR 2 Sep (RBA); 2 E Rockaway, QUEE 6 
Sep (CF). 

Caspian Tern: 2 Great Gull 12 Sep (fide JDi); 
GKP 12 Sep (RBA); MB 13 Sep (RBA); JBWE 

14 Sep (mob); 3 JBWE 15 Sep (RBA); 2 RMSP 

21 Sep (RBA); MB 23 Sep (RBA); FBF 2 Oct 
(RBA); 2 MB 4 Oct (RBA); 2 Lemon Cr Pier, 
RICH 10 Oct (ACi); 2 Zach’s Bay, JBSP 20 
Oct (KF, SF). 

Black Tern: Gravesend Bay, KING 1 Sep (DG, 
TJ); 5 JBWR 2 Sep (RBA); 2 Lemon Cr Pier 7 
Sep (ACi); 12 Nickerson B, NASS 13 Sep 
(TH); 2 Jones Inlet 21 Sep (RBA); CIC 24 Sep 
(SS, SB); 2 RP 3 Oct (IG, CF); JBWE 4 Oct 
(RBA). 

Roseate Tern: Gravesend Bay 1 Sep (DG, TJ), 
unusual loc. 

Com. Tern: 1324 CIC 24 Sep (SS, SB, large 
number); VSh 16 Nov (DK), late. 

Forster's Tern: 550 Gilgo B, Babylon, SUFF 

19 Sep (SSM), large number; 200 Orchard B, 
BRON 27 Sep (JRn, RAr, etal). 

Royal Tern: 13 CCP 7 Sep (RBA); 4 
Patchogue 10 Sep; 9 CCP 12 Sep (RBA); 4 MB 
23 Sep (RBA); 2 Plum B 23 Sep (RBA); 2 
JBWE 26 Sep (MN, SA, RK, SP), Seatuck 
Birding Challenge; 2 Plum B 30 Sep (RBA); 
max 200 RP 3 Oct (IG), large number; 5 JBWE 
7 Oct (RT); 2 JBWE 8 Oct (RT); 6 Zach’s Bay 

20 Oct (KF, SF); 40 GKP 21 Oct (DE); 11 VSh 

22 Oct (PMo); 90 Midland B 23 Oct (CB); 100 
Midland B 24 Oct (CB); 2 Sheepshead Bay 24 
Oct (DG, et a/.); 10 Davis Park Ferry, 
Patchogue, SUFF 27 Oct; 4 Davis Park Ferry 
31 Oct; 7 VSh 1 Nov (PMo); 2 Bayport B, 
SUFF 2 Nov (JSt), last. 

Black Skimmer: max 400 Rockaway B, QUEE 
5 Sep (CF), downy young present where 
breeding not previously noted; 105 VSh 1 Oct 
(PMo); 84 VSh 22 Oct (PMo); 51 Miller Field 

15 Nov (ACi, MK); 21 Nov, last, several Iocs. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: IHP 24 
Oct (Cynthia Holden), ph. 

WHITE-WINGED DOVE: PBP 23 Nov 
(RAr). 

Barn Owl: pr nested PBP, 4 fledglings. 

Snowy Owl: FIHW 4 Nov (fide DP), ph. 
Barred Owl: PBP 15 Nov (JRn, et al). 
Long-eared Owl: no reps. 
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Short-eared Owl: Santapogue Cr 30 Oct 
(PMo), migr, only rep. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: no reps. 

Com. Nighthawk: 7 E Setauket, SUFF 1 Sep 
(DF); 14 Glen Cove, NASS 3 Sep (RC); 16 
Lattingtown, NASS 7 Sep (fide RC); max 59 E 
Setauket 11 Sep (DF); 13 PP 11 Sep (PD); 5 
SPP 14 Sep (PMo); 10 Lattingtown 15 Sep 
(RC); 23 VCP 6 Oct (RAr); Bronx Park E, 
BRON 9 Oct (DA). 

E. Whip-poor-will: CP 26 Sep (KFu, mob). 
Chimney Swift: FIHW 8 Nov (RJK), late. 
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: imm fem 
private residence, Riverhead, SUFF 17 Nov 
thru (MLL, SSM, PJL), ph. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: imm CP 24 Sep 
(RBA); Stuyvesant Square, NEWY 5 Oct 
(RBA); Plum I, SUFF 6 Oct (MLL); 2 imm 
FIHW 11 Oct (RJK); imm RMSP 14 Oct (KF, 
SF); ad JBWE 16-17 Oct (SyS, JGi, mob); imm 
JBWE 17 Oct (TH), second bird; FT 23 Oct 
(CF, DG); JBWE 23 Oct (SyS, JGi); imm CP 
26 Oct thru (mob); 2 imm CP 31 Oct (fide DA); 
imm Willowbrook P, RICH 17 Nov (ACi); 2 
Willowbrook P 21 Nov thru (MSh. mob). 
PILEATED WOODPECKER (R10): 3 Mt 
Loretto area, RICH thru; 1 m present, 2 fem ph 
together (fide SIW); 2 there ca 12-17 Oct (ACi, 
MK); College of Staten Island, RICH 6 Nov 
(ACi). 

Am. Kestrel: 344 FIHW, 63% below 20-yr 
average (fide DP), intro. 

Merlin: 1064 FIHW, 19% below 20-yr average 
(fide DP), intro. 

Peregrine Falcon: 73 FIHW, 63% below 20-yr 
average (fide DP), intro. 

Monk Parakeet: Santapogue Cr thru, max 33 
on 12 Nov (PMo). 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: CR 23 Sep (ACi), late. 
“WESTERN” FLYCATCHER: CP 18-24 
Nov (PP, mob), ph, NYSARC review pending. 
SAY’S PHOEBE: Miller Field 28 Sep (ACi, 
mob). 

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER: CVP 24 

Oct (AxW), ph. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: CP 20 Nov (SC, 
mob), late. 

Western Kingbird: RMSP 1 Oct (KF, SF); 
Edgemere, QUEE 4 Oct (LS, CF); RMSP 12-15 
Oct (PMo, MSch); JBWE 14 Oct (EB); Dead 
Horse Bay, KING 25 Oct (HL, et al); 

Napeague 1 Nov (RBA); McAllister CP, Belle 
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Terre, SUFF 8 Nov (DR); SMSP 14 Nov 
(RBA); Edgemere 15 Nov (AB). 

N. Shrike: McAllister CP 8 Nov (DR). 
Blue-headed Vireo: still widespread mid-Nov; 
last 21 Nov. 

Philadelphia Vireo: SPP 4 Sep (PMo); PP 12 
Sep (SS); CR 14 Sep (ACi); MLUA 14 Sep 
(MSh); 2 JBWE 14 Sep (TH); SPP 14-15 Sep 
(PMo); JBWE 15 Sep (SyS, JGi); FP 15 Sep 
(CF); Garvies Pt Pres, NASS 16 Sep {fide RC); 
PBP 16 Sep (MB); PP 19 Sep (RBA); GwC 24 
Sep (RBA); HLSP 26 Sep (JGI, etal .), Seatuck 
Birding Challenge; 2 addtl reps 26 Sep, Seatuck 
Birding Challenge. 

Blue Jay: max 600 CFIP 10 Oct (HF), large 
number. 

COMMON RAVEN (RIO): pr present Bush 
Terminal area, KING thru; pr present Chelsea 
area, NEWY, thru; 2 Plainview, NASS 15 Sep 
(PM); 4 Yaphank, SUFF 18 Sep (KC); 4 CP 20 
Sep (ABu); 4 IHP 21 Sep (AF); 3 East 
Meadow, NASS 27 Sep (Steve Williams); 5-6 
CP 10 Oct (KS, mob), large number; Greentree 
Estate 17 Oct (SP); 3 SMSP 18 Oct (PM); 2 
Roslyn, NASS 21 Oct (PM); Northville 3-8 
Nov (MLL); Roslyn 4 Nov (PM); 2 New Dorp, 
RICH 14 Nov (ACi); 2 Moses Mtn, RICH 14 
Nov (AP); Hicksville, NASS 21 Nov (DK). 
Purple Martin: max60 Shelter I, SUFF 10 Sep 
(OB), large number. 

Tree Swallow: FIHW obs generally 1000- 
2000, not the usual much larger flights (RJK). 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: Sliver L P, RICH 
11 Nov (HF), late. 

Cliff Swallow: RMSP 1 Nov (SSM, PJL), late. 
CAVE SWALLOW: 5 Miller Field 13 Nov 
(IG); 4 PBP 14 Nov (JRn); 9 Coney I, KING 14 
Nov (RJ, et al ); 7 VSh 14 Nov (PMo, mob), 4 
still present 15 Nov (PMo, PJL); 6-8 BP 14 Nov 
(RB); 2 Broad Channel, QUEE 14 Nov (JDi, et 
al.); 2 FT 14 Nov (JDi); Captree SP, SUFF 14 
Nov (GQ); 5 Lemon Cr P 14 Nov (ACi, MK); 4 
Coney I 15 Nov (KM); 2 BP 15 Nov (AB); 2 
Edgemere 15 Nov (CF); 2 MLUA 15 Nov (HF); 
Hudson R, Midtown, NEWY (DHG); 5 Ama 29 
Nov (RBA). 

Marsh Wren: BRY 16 Sep (CF), unusual loc. 
NORTHERN WHEATEAR: Plum I 25 Sep 

(JSe); 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: VSh 15 Sep (PMo); 
PBP 16 Sep (MB); VSh 18 Sep (PMo); PP 22 
Sep (PD); 4 CP 1 Oct (DM),; 2 CP 3 Oct (DA, 
et al.); CP 12 Oct (DA, et al); Sands Pt Pres 18 
Oct (GQ), late. 

Wood Thrush: CP 11 Oct (fide DA), late. 
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Am. Robin: 440 FT 8 Oct (CF), migr, “Big 
Sit”. 

Am. Pipit: 65 Hallockville, SUFF 14 Nov 
(MLL). 

Cedar Waxwing: 491 FT 8 Nov (CF), migr, 
“Big Sit”. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: Plum B 26 Oct (CCo); 2 
FT 14 Nov (RBA); Hallockville, 14 Nov 
(MLL). 

Worm-eating Warbler: Sands Pt Pres 23 Sep 
(SP, et al), late. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: CLP 21 Oct (HF), 
poss record late date for NY State, NYSARC 
report desired. 

Golden-winged Warbler: RMSP 15 Sep 
(RBA); SPP 17 Sep (PMo); CB Marina 26 Sep 
(SSM, PJL, et al), Seatuck Birding Challenge. 
Blue-winged Warbler: CP 26 Oct (DA, et al), 
late. 

Black-and-white Warbler: CP 15 Nov (JSp), 
late. 

Prothonotary Warbler: SMSP 16 Sep (BBo). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: appx 25 reps inch 
Abingdon Square P, NEWY 6 Oct (AR), first; 2 
JBWE 27 Nov (RBA). 

Connecticut Warbler: World Trade Center, 
NEWY 11 Sep (AF), nocturnal obs in lights of 
9/11 Memorial; KP 14-15 Sep (CCo, CF); GwC 

16 Sep (RJ); APEC 16 Sep (RBA); Trinity 
Church, NEWY 21-22 Sep (BC, mob), unusual 
loc. 

Mourning Warbler: Trinity Church 27 Sep 
(mob), unusual loc. 

Kentucky Warbler: CP 9 Oct {fide KFu), poss 
record late date for Region 10, NYSARC report 
desired. 

Hooded Warbler: appx 30 reps, many on 10 
Oct, incl 5 CP 10 Oct (Jeffrey ward), large 
number; CP 18 Oct (SC), late. 

Am. Redstart: max 21 SPP 1 Sep, large 
number. 

Blackburnian Warbler: PBP 21 Oct (MB), 
late. 

“Yellow” Palm Warbler: 73 Greentree Estate 

17 Oct (SP), large number. 

“Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped Warbler: fem 
SMSP 22 Nov (SSM, PJL), found at loc 3 of 
past 4 years. 

Prairie Warbler: CP 5 Nov (Fritz Mueller); 
EPCAL 25 Nov (SyS, JGi), late. 

Wilson’s Warbler: JBWR 14 Nov (JDi, etal), 
late. 
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Yellow-breasted Chat: CIC 1 Sep (DG, TJ); 

CP 7 Sep (fide DA); JBWE 13-14 Sep (SA, CF, 
mob); 2 KP 16 Sep (RBA); CR 11 Oct (ACi); 
JBWE 17-18 Oct (TH); Tobay 29 Nov (RBA). 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Clay-colored Sparrow: appx 25 reps incl 
Great Gull I 5 Sep (fide JDi), early; JBWE 5 
Nov (BA), last. 

Vesper Sparrow: fewer than last year; CP 3-7 
Oct (mob); CVP 15 Oct(SS); JBWE 17-26 Oct 
(mob); 2 KP 17 Oct (PR, et a/.); CP 20 Oct 
(ABi); KP 20 Oct (PR); Willow L, FMCP 24 
Oct (CF). 

Lark Sparrow: more than usual; RMSP 11 Sep 
(SSM); Snug Harbor, RICH 11 Sep (CB); 
Captree SP 15 Sep (SSM); RMSP 18-21 Sep 
(SSM, mob); CR 26 Sep (ACi); Brooklyn 
Bridge P 26 Sep (HW); FBF 28 Sep (SS); 
Cemetery of the Evergreen, KING 5 Oct (DM); 
2 JBWE 14-17 Oct (PPa, mob); one bird 
continuing JBWE 18-30 Oct (mob); Six 
Diamonds P, KING 19 Oct (DG); Moravian 
Cemetery, RICH 29 Nov (DE, ACi). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: EPCAL thru 12 Sep 
(DK, BR), incl 6 on 6 Sep (JSe); CP 26 Sep 
(fide KFu); Hillview Reservoir, BRON 5 Oct 
(RBA); 2 KP 18 Oct (CF); CP 3 Nov (RBA). 
Nelson’s Sparrow: CB Marina 26 Sep (SSM, 
PJL, etal.), Seatuck Birding Challenge, 
subvirgatus ; BRY 8 Oct (CF, mob), unusual 
loc; NYBG 17 Oct (DB, et al), unusual loc; 4 
Dune Rd, E Quogue 21 Nov (SA, MN, PN), 
subvirgatus. 

Seaside Sparrow: 7 Dune Rd, E Quogue 21 
Nov (SA, MN, PN), large number. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: appx 30 reps 14 Sep - 16 
Nov. 

Swamp Sparrow: 108 Greentree Estate 17 Oct 
(SP), large number. 

“CASSIAR” DARK-EYED JUNCO: CHP 25 
Nov thru (RV), Junco hyemalis cismontanus , 
NYSARC review pending. 

Blue Grosbeak: few; appx 15 reps incl: 

EPCAL 1 Sep (RT); Governor’s I, NEWY 4 
Sep (BC); 2 KP 15 Sep (CF); KP 19 Sep (EM, 


CF, SA, JR); CVP 19 Sep (RBA); KP 26 Sep 
(SA); KP 6 Oct (CF); Brooklyn Botanical 
Garden, KING 14-17 Oct (mob). 

PAINTED BUNTING: PP 29 Nov thru (KR, 
mob). 

Dickcissel: CIC 1 Sep (DG, TJ); captree SP 12 
Sep (TWB); JBWE 12-24 Sep (BA, mob); 

Sands Pt Pres 14 Sep (GQ); 3 RMSP 15 Sep 
(SF); RMSP 18-21 Sep (JG1, mob); CP 29-30 
Sep (mob); MNSA 7 Oct (SyS); HSP 8 Oct 
(RBA); FT 10 Oct (CF, et al.)\ PBP 10 Oct 
(RAr); Brooklyn Botanical Garden 14-17 Oct 
(W. Pollard, mob); 3 RMSP 15 Oct (SSM); CP 
1-14 Nov (DA, etal. , mob); CHP 25 Nov (RV). 
Bobolink: max 69 CIC 1 Sep (DG, TJ); 22 PBP 
14 Nov (MB), late. 

Red-winged Blackbird: 42,891 FT 8 Nov 
(CF), large number, “Big Sit”. 

Rusty Blackbird: 17 FT 8 Nov (CF), migr, 
“Big Sit”. 

Com. Grackle: 16,766 FT 8 Nov (CF), large 
number, “Big Sit”. 

Boat-tailed Grackle: 100 or more regularly 
seen Captree I mid Sep - early Oct incl 186 on 
29 Sep (BBo); max 320 JBWR 12 Oct (CF), 
large number; 142 SPCP 28 Nov (DR). 
Brown-headed Cowbird: 345 FT 8 Nov (CF), 
migr, “Big Sit”. 

Orchard Oriole: JBWE 13 Sep (PPa, JGa), 
rare in fall. 

Purple Finch: widespread in moderate 
numbers late Oct thru incl: 8 SPP 31 Oct 
(PMo); max 22 JBWE 8 Nov (TH); 10 FT 8 
Nov (CF); 19 RMSP 8 Nov (KF); 10-15 
William Floyd Estate 15 Nov (MLL); 20 CP 15 
Nov (BK); 16 KP 16 Nov (CCo). 

Pine Siskin: very small numbers late Oct thru; 
distinct max migr 8 Nov, incl; CR 11 Oct 
(ACi), first; GKP 20 Oct (RV); GKP 24 Oct 
(RV); max 8 SPCP 5 Nov (DR); 5 JBWE 8 Nov 
(TH); 6 FT 8 Nov (CF); 4 RMSP 8 Nov; 5 CP 8 
Nov (BK). 

EXOTICS 

European Goldfinch: Ridge, SUFF 11 Oct 
(JH). 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! - details seen by Regional Editor; ad - adult; Alt - 
Alternate plumage; Am. - American; arr - arrival or first of season; BBS - 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS - bird of the season; CBC - Christmas Bird 
Count; CO - confirmed nesting; Com. - Common; E. - Eastern; EL - fledgling; 
FY - adult feeding young; I - Island; imm - immature; intro - see introduction 
to report; juv - juvenile; L - Lake; max - maximum; mob - multiple observers; 
N. - Northern; NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR - National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC - report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P - park; Pd - Pond; ph - photographed; 
Pt - Point; Res - Reservoir; Ri - River; SP - State Park; spm - specimen; subad 
- subadult; T - Town of; thru - throughout period; Twn - township; W. - 
Western; WMA - Wildlife Management Area; y - young. 

REPORTING REGIONS 

Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 

the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 

NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 

the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 

the boundary is NY Route 31. 

REPORTING DEADLINES 

Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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FIRST OCCURRENCE OF PACIFIC COMMON EIDER 
(Somateria mollissima v-nigrum) IN NEW YORK STATE 


Dominic F. Sherony 

51 Lambeth Loop, Fairport, NY 

dsherony@live.com 


Kenneth P. Able 

Department of Biological Sciences, 

University of Albany, Albany, New York 12222 
Current address: Bob’s Creek Ranch, 

535-000 Little Valley Road, McArthur, California 96056 

kennethpable@gmail.com 


A female Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) present at Irondequoit Bay 
Outlet, Monroe County, New York from 13 November to 2 December 2005 was 
seen and photographed by many observers. Because this species is very rare 
away from the immediate coast in New York State (Levine 1998), 
documentation was submitted to the New York State Avian Records Committee, 
and the record accepted at the species level, but without any conclusion 
regarding its subspecific identity (NYSARC 2008). More recent work has 
determined that this bird was a first-year Pacific Common Eider ( S. m. v- 
nigrum), the first of this taxon documented in New York State. 

First recorded on 13 November 2005, this eider frequently fed near the 
rocky jetty and was cooperative for photos. It did not associate with the local 
Mallards, and there were no bands on the legs. It appeared to be a molting 
hatching-year bird because it retained some juvenile feathers in combination 
with barred, formative, flank-feathers. The bill was long and sloping and pale at 
the tip. The bill processes (the lobe portions of the bill that extend towards the 
eye) were elongated, narrow and ending in a sharp point. Its plumage was dark 
brown with pale edges to the feathers (some of the back feathers showed rufous 
edges) and the head showed a dark area beneath the eye and a pale supercilium. 
Figure 1 shows most of these features. 

This bird’s identity as a locally rare Common Eider was fairly straight¬ 
forward, as its bill shape and color and overall size readily ruled out King Eider 
( S. spectabilis ), which occurs much more regularly in upstate New York (Levine 
1998). Given the paucity of records of Common Eider from the Great Lakes 
region of North America, this bird’s geographic origin is a question of 
considerable interest. 
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Figure 1. Pacific Common Eider (Somateria mollissima v-nigrum), Irondequoit 
Bay Outlet, 13 November 2005, © Dominic Sherony. 



Figure 2. Bill characteristics of eiders, genus Somateria. a - rostral edge of eye, 
b - tip of the process, c - proximal end of naris opening, d - bill tip. Distances: 
b-d: bill length, c-d: nostril extension, a-b: eye to frontal process. Illustration 
from Pyle (2008), © Siobhan Ruck. 
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Subspecies of Common Eider (Somateria mollissima ) 

Gaudie et al. (2000) and Able et al. (2014) give a description of the subspecies 
of Common Eider. Common Eider races are separated into six or seven 
subspecies depending on the author. They fall into four natural groups based on 
morphology and range: S. m. v-nigrum (Pacific Eider), S. m. sedentaria (Hudson 
Bay Eider), S. m. dresseri (Atlantic Eider), and finally S. m. borealis (Northern 
Eider). Also associated with S. m. borealis are two additional races: mollissima 
(Eurasia), and faeroeensis (Faeroe Islands). In their descriptions of the 
subspecies of S. mollissima, Gaudie et al. (2000) state that some authors 
consider islandica as a seventh subspecies but it is generally included in S. m. 
borealis. They also state that intergrades between dresseri and borealis are well 
known but intergrades between borealis and v-nigrum are not known. The 
Pacific Eider breeds from the Northwest Territories in Canada west into Siberia, 
whereas the Northern Eider breeds from Ellesmere Island^ south and east (Able 
et al. 2014); thus, these subspecies do not overlap in breeding range. 

Bull (1974) reviewed the status of Common Eider in New York State and 
stated that S. m. dresseri is the subspecies expected in coastal areas, such as 
Long Island. A specimen of S.m. borealis was collected on Long Island, but the 
specimen is not in existence. A male S. m. sedentaria was collected on the 
Niagara River in 1936 (Beardslee and Mitchell 1965). 

Although S. m. v-nigrum, the Pacific Common Eider, was previously 
unrecorded in New York, there have been a few records from the Midwest. The 
Michigan Rare Bird Committee has two records of female S. m. v-nigrum, one 
from Grand Marais, Alger Co., 29 June-1 July 2007 and a second from Grand 
Haven on 22 December 2014-22 March 2015. Furthermore, during the winter of 
2014, a total of three female v-nigrum eiders were recorded in Minnesota 
(MOURC 2015): two were in Duluth from 10 November 2014-19 February 
2015; and the other was at Silver Bay Marina 13-15 November 2014. This bird 
wandered into Wisconsin and was recorded there as well (MOURC 2015). 

The overall features of the shape and dimensions of the head and bill are 
distinctive among the North American subspecies of Common Eider. Figure 2, 
reproduced with permission from Pyle (2008), illustrates some of the relevant 
head and bill characteristics used in this work. 


METHODS 

To identify the eider from Irondequoit Bay, we measured head and bill features 
from photographs and compared these to data from female eiders of known 
subspecies. We collected the latter by measuring two specimens of S. m. 
borealis and one specimen of S. m. v-nigrum at the Smithsonian Museum of 
Natural History on 26 November 2014, and by measuring photographs vetted by 
records committees or other authorities (for S. m. borealis, photos from J. Iron, 
R. Schain, M. Iliff, B. Naden, D. Beadle, and R. Heit; for S. m. v-nigrum, photos 
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from P. Svingen, S. Haas, Central Park Zoo, G. Chapin). Measurement of a-b, 
the eyes to frontal process, was difficult on specimens because of the damage to 
the eye socket, so this feature was not used. All measurements were normalized 
to ratios using the bill length as the denominator. 


RESULTS 

Age and sex: Based on the plumage and the presence of juvenile feathers on 
the sides, this is most likely a first year female Common Eider, but the sex is not 
completely certain. It is possible that the Irondequoit Bay bird could be a male 
but first year males in first basic tend to be darker (Gaudie et al. 2000). 

Shape of the process: From the photographs of the Irondequoit Bay bird, 
identification is restricted to either S. m. borealis or v-nigrum, based on the 
shape of the frontal lobe of the bill (process). The frontal lobe is sharply pointed 
thus eliminating S. m. dresseri and S. m. sedentaria. 

Ratio of bill length to nostril extension (c-d)/(b-d): Nostril extension is a 
useful measurement to separate Common Eider subspecies (Gaudie et al. 2000). 
The method used is described in Pyle (2008). In their paper, Able et al. (2014) 
show a relatively narrow range of nostril extension normalized by bill length for 
the four subspecies of Common Eider. Their data show an overlap between two 
subspecies: v-nigrum (0.41-0.47) and borealis (0.37-0.45). For this study, a 
vernier calipers was used to measure these properties on the specimens at the 
Smithsonian and on four of the photographs of the bird in question. The 
measurements for v-nigrum of two adults were 0.44 and 0.45 and the lone 
immature was 0.42. The measurements on specimens for borealis were 0.46 to 
0.50 for three adults, higher than the range reported by Able et al. (2014). 

Using photographs, this measured ratio for the Irondequoit bird was 0.48 
(std = 0.01) from four photos. This seems to be slightly higher than the 
published upper limit (0.47), but it is closest to v-nigrum and within the range of 
error of the measurement. It is definitely beyond the range for S. m. borealis as 
published but our measurements of specimens at the Smithsonian confuse these 
results. 

Distance from rostral edge of eye to tip of frontal process divided by total 
bill length (a-b)/(b-d): In studying the elongated head of S. m. v-nigrum, it was 
noticed that the distance from the rostral edge of the eye to the process (a-b) was 
shorter in S. m. borealis than in v-nigrum. Measurements on specimens taken in 
California and on photographs verified this feature. Subsequently, a collection of 
photographs was used to measure this ratio (a-b)/(b-d). These data show that 
there is no overlap in this measurement for these two subspecies, and that the 
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Irondequoit Bay Common Eider is in the range of S. m. v-nigrum. These results 
are shown in Table 1. 

Table 1. Ratio of distance of eye to naris, normalized to bill length, for female 
Common Eiders, S. m. borealis and v-nigrum. (a-b)/(b-d) represents the distance 
from eye to frontal process divided by the bill length (Fig. 2.) 


Sample 

Number 

(a-b)/(b-d) 

Std Dev 

S. m. borealis 

7 

0.22 

0.022 

S. m. v-nigrum 

4 

0.36 

0.021 

Irondequoit Bay eider 

5* 

0.40 

0.076 


independent measurements of different photos. 

Malar feathering: The shape of the malar feathering varies among the 
subspecies. In photos of the Rochester bird, the feathered area is quite broad and 
rounded at the distal end as shown in Figure 3. This is very characteristic of v- 
nigrum. S. m. borealis can also show some rounding to this feathering, but it is 
generally tapering toward the distal end. M. Iliff (2016) has commented on the 
malar feathering of the Irondequoit Bay bird: “I also feel that the shape of the 
distal end of the ‘malar feathering’ is highly distinctive for v-nigrum and your 
bird is classic in this regard. The cautions are warranted, but I believe this is 
diagnostic in the more extreme cases and I feel your bird falls in that category.” 
The shape of the malar feathering for the two species is compared in Figure 3. 



Figure 3. Comparison of malar feathering of the female Pacific Common Eider 
S. m. v-nigrum at Irondequoit Bay (left) and an example of Northern Common 
Eider S. m. borealis on right (© R. Schain). 

Malar feathering with respect to the distal terminus of the naris: Able et al. 
(2014) also used the extension of the malar feathering on the bill past the distal 
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end of the naris, as measured by a vertical line from the distal position of the 
naris. Using photographs of the bird in question and comparing them with 
specimens, this was indeterminate for separating S. m. borealis and S. m. v- 
nigrum. 

Head shape: McLaughlin (2014) used head shape as an important feature to 
separate borealis and v-nigrum. In his words: “In borealis , the forehead is quite 
clearly discrete from the top of the bill, that is to say, two separately visible 
units, forehead and bill, are readily discernible and positioned in an obtuse angle 
in relation to one another. This contributes to a decidedly round-headed gestalt 
that is present in this subspecies. The other three subspecies have more of a 
straight line confluence of the bill and forehead, imparting a wedge-shaped 
effect to the head, with v-nigrum perhaps being the most obvious in this 
respect.” This is best shown in two figures from his paper, reproduced here with 
permission as Figure 4. Using this criterion, the Irondequoit Bay eider resembles 
v-nigrum , as shown in Figure 3. Although we are uncertain of how much 
variation can appear in this angle in a single bird due to variation in age, sex, 
molt, or posture, head shape appears to differ consistently between these 
subspecies. 



5. m. borealis 


5. m. v-nigrum 


Figure 4. Comparison of head shape (angle between forehead and bill) between 
two subspecies of Common Eider, S. m. v-nigrum and S. m. borealis. From 
McLaughlin (2014). 
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DISCUSSION 


The evidence suggests that this Irondequoit Bay eider was a Pacific Common 
Eider, S. m. v-nigrum. The shape of the bill process reduces the possible number 
of subspecies to only two, S. m. borealis and S. m. v-nigrum. Distance from 
rostral edge of eye to tip of frontal process divided by distance from process to 
bill tip and the shape of the malar feathering are both diagnostic for v-nigrum. 
The ratio of bill length to nostril extension and the head shape are supportive but 
not conclusive by themselves. And other possible measurements on the face and 
bill from the photographs were inconclusive for a variety of different reasons. 
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A NEW YORK PERSPECTIVE ON THE 2016 SUPPLEMENT TO 
THE CHECK-LIST OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS 


Angus Wilson 

Chair, New York State Avian Records Committee 
New York State Ornithological Association 


In July 2016, the AOU’s North American Classification Committee (NACC) 
published its 57 th Supplement to the Check-list of North American Birds 
(Chesser et al. 2016). As in previous years, the update has interesting and very 
real consequences for the Checklist of the Birds of New York State 
<http://www.nybirds.org/Publications/ChecklistNYS.htm>, which is maintained 
by NYSOA’s New York State Avian Records Committee (NYSARC). 

As a service to NYSOA members the present article provides a digest of the 
changes involving the species occurring in New York State with some 
background on the thinking that went into these often complex decisions. A 
strong theme in this update is improving the alignment of the AOU Check-list 
with other major lists such as those used by eBird and the Handbook of Birds of 
the World (HBW). See web addresses at the end of this article for links to these 
reference materials. 

Readers are strongly encouraged to look at the 57 th Supplement itself, and to 
read over the individual proposals and comments that the Committee 
considered. These documents provide welcome transparency to the process, 
along with a wealth of ornithological wisdom. Links to these, and also to several 
of the most prominent among other checklists, are given at the end of the present 
article. In pondering the details, it is worth reflecting on how the revisions affect 
your own perceptions of the birds themselves. Do they tell us more about their 
lives? Does this leave you with a better sense of the structure underlying the 
extraordinary diversity of living birds? It is also a good opportunity to think 
about the ways that you interact with ornithological publications, field 
checklists, sightings databases and other resources. 

Shuffling the deck: does this bring clarity or confusion? 

Modern avian systematics deals with evolutionary relationships among birds and 
relies on a combination of morphological, biochemical, biogeographical, vocal 
and behavioral evidence along with other measurable traits such as the 
relatedness of ectoparasites. In simple terms, diverse populations of birds can be 
progressively subdivided at the level of order then family then genus and finally 
species; each successive category proposing a more granular measure of shared 
ancestry. The extensive use of gene sequencing has been especially 
instructive—some might say, explosive—in terms of clarifying the higher-order 
relationships between the 35 or so orders and more than 230 families that 
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encompass all living birds (Fjeldsa 2013, Cracraft 2013). Increasingly this work 
is often performed on a scale that requires a small army of scientists spread 
across multiple institutions if not the globe. Some of the discoveries are akin to 
an earthquake, violently shaking and rearranging what we thought we knew 
about the relationships between birds. For instance, we’ve already seen the 
caracaras and falcons wrenched away from the hawks and other diurnal raptors 
to be placed awkwardly between woodpeckers and parrots. Hold on tightly to 
your binoculars, because the seismic upheavals are not over yet. 

Drawing most heavily on the congruent findings of two immense studies by 
separate research programs (Jarvis et al. 2014 and Prum et al. 2015), the 57 th 
Supplement lays out a large number of radical higher-level changes, aftershocks 
following the initial quake. From the standpoint of the Checklist of the Birds of 
New York State the positions of a whopping fifteen orders of non-passerines and 
three families of passerines (song birds) are now changed. These are 
summarized in Table 1 and have been incorporated into the online checklist. In 
addition, the following Passerine families are now listed between Bombycillidae 
(Waxwings) and Calcariidae (Longspurs & Snow Buntings): 

Passeridae - Old World Sparrows (House Sparrow) 

Motacillidae - Wagtails & Pipits 

Fringillidae - Finches & Crossbills 

The New World vultures, represented in NYS by Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 
and Black Vulture Coragyps stratus, have always been difficult to place. 
Although similar to other diurnal raptors (Old World vultures, eagles, hawks and 
falcons) on a superficial level, vultures exhibit a number of anatomical and 
behavioral differences from hawks and falcons such as the inability to grasp 
strongly with their feet and the rather disgusting habit of defecating on their bare 
legs as a way to cool themselves. When molecular studies by Sibley and 
Ahlquist (1990) indicated that American vultures, and their cousins the condors, 
were in fact closely related to storks ( Ciconiidae ), many commentators felt that 
the puzzle had finally been solved and the revision was adopted by the AOU in 
1998. Then, to the chagrin of the “of course they are storks” crowd, the AOU 
reversed its stance in 2007 and moved the New World vultures into the Falcons 
and Caracaras ( Falconiformes)\ This too was short-lived and, based on the 
newer DNA sequencing studies, the New World vultures and condors are now in 
a separate order ( Cathartiformes ). This is considered a sister grouping to the 
hawks and allies ( Accipitriformes ). Given the uncertainties, the shuffles may 
continue and indeed affinities to other orders have been noted. The one thing 
that seems to be clear is that more analysis is needed, either to cement the 
present taxonomy or support additional changes. 

Although based on the latest scientific information, there remains an 
element of subjectivity in avian systematics with the prospect of continued flux 
as more information is collected and as our thinking about evolutionary 


98 


The Kingbird 2016 June; 66 (2) 



The Kingbird 2016 June; 66 (2) 


99 


PICIFORMES (Woodpeckers) CORACIIFORMES (Kingfishers) 

FALCONIFORMES (Falcons) PICIFORMES (Woodpeckers) 

PSITTACIFORMES (Parrots) FALCONIFORMES (Falcons) 

PASSERIFORMES PSITTACIFORMES (Parrots) 

PASSERIFORMES 


relationships becomes more refined. This is a work-in-progress and it is 
impossible to know if the latest shuffles will remain in perpetuity or will 
succumb to further rearrangements. Concerned about this constant reordering 
and the confusion that results, a cadre of leading field guide authors have pushed 
for a more user-friendly and stable sequence of bird families and other 
distinctive taxa or groups that can be used in field guides and related 
publications (Howell et al. 2009). They don’t disagree with the scientific 
reasoning for taxonomic overhauls but argue that in field guides, similarities in 
appearance are more important than the underlying evolutionary relationships 
and point out that field guide designs that mirror an official taxonomic sequence 
will soon become outdated. 

I’m inclined to agree. Having learned in my youth the classic sequence used 
by Bruun and Singer (1975), I still find it difficult to flip to the right section of a 
modern field guide or jump quickly to the right place on a checklist. In the 
revised Checklist of the Birds of New York State, there are now almost eighty 
species separating the grebes from the alcids, which they can resemble, and 
twice that many between grebes and loons. When struggling to identify a fast 
diving bird it makes sense to have the main candidates only a page or two apart, 
if that. Similarly, larks and longspurs are often found in the same habitat and can 
be mistaken for one another and yet are also widely separated when presented in 
the current taxonomic order. Should seasoned birders need to use the index to 
find the ever-mobile New World vultures? The conversation about whether or 
not to follow taxonomic order or something more intuitive or at least stable is 
for another discussion. However, this is something that everyday birders, the 
ultimate users of field guides and checklists, should be expressive about. 

Buried among these tectonic shifts are a couple of comparatively trivial 
changes to the list positions within the shorebirds and vireos. The genus Actitis, 
which for us includes Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius, and the Tringa 
sandpipers, with four representatives on the NYS list, move down to just above 
the Phalaropes. Further down the list, analysis of nuclear and mitochondrial 
DNA sequences prompted a major overhaul of the organization of genera and 
the linear sequence of North American vireos (Slager et al. 2014). As a result, 
the list positions of Warbling Vireo gilvus and Philadelphia Vireo V. 
philadelphicus are swapped. These small moves are a manageable 
inconvenience. 

New genus names for two shearwaters and Sandhill Crane 

OK, let’s begin with the shearwaters. No armchair lifers for anyone, just 
recognition of the differences between two of the larger shearwaters: Sooty and 
Great Shearwater, which become Ardenna griseus and Ardenna gravis, 
respectively, and the two smaller ‘black-and-white’ shearwaters: Manx and 
Audubon’s Shearwaters, which remain in the genus Puffinus. This partition 
seems intuitive and will find ready acceptance with most field birders. It is based 
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on the findings of two now rather dated molecular studies (Penhallurick and 
Wink 2004; Austin et al. 2004) and was already recognized by a number of 
important agencies including BirdLife International (del Hoyo and Collar 2014). 



In animal cells there are two sets of genetic information, the very large and 
complex genome that is stored in the nucleus and a much smaller set in the 
mitochondria. The nuclear genes are contributed by both parents whereas the 
mitochondrial genes are inherited from the mother only. Mitochondrial genes 
are favored in molecular phylogenetic studies because they evolve fast enough 
to accumulate differences between populations that have diverged very recently; 
however, there are technical biases associated with using mitochondrial rather 
than nuclear gene sequences (Prychitko and Moore 2000). Both shearwater 
studies used the same mitochondrial gene and confirmation using nuclear genes 
is needed. That said, the Ardenna/Puffinus split makes sense in terms of the 
physical appearance of these species and, is also supported by differences in 
their geographic distribution. Sooty and Great Shearwaters breed on temperate 
islands in the Southern Hemisphere and migrate across the equator into the 
North Atlantic during their non-breeding season. Manx Shearwaters, on the 
other hand, breed in the North Atlantic, predominantly in the British Isles and 
Iceland, and make a trans-equatorial migration in the other direction. Although 
not yet proven, some of the Manx Shearwaters seen in New York might come 
from colonies in Atlantic Canada and nesting may occur as close to us as 
Massachusetts. Audubon’s Shearwater is also an exclusively northern 
hemisphere breeder, with the majority nesting in the Bahamas and presumably 
following the Gulf Stream into New York offshore waters. As a side note, the 
relationship trees cited in these studies suggest that Sooty Shearwater is more 
closely related to Great Shearwater than to Short-tailed Shearwater (A. 
tenuirostris ), which looks very similar to Sooty Shearwater and is also a 
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southern hemisphere breeder that migrates into the northern hemisphere in 
austral winter. 

The other genus name change affecting the Checklist of the Birds of New 
York State is the move of Sandhill Crane from Grus to Antigone so that the 
species name is now Antigone canadensis. As with the shearwaters, this brings 
the AOU in line with other authorities (del Hoyo and Collar 2014), and is also 
based on a study of mitochrondrial gene sequences that indicates a closer 
affinity to Antigone cranes (Saurus, White-naped and Brolga) that to the 
Bugeranus (Wattled), Anthropoides (Blue, Demoiselle) and Grus (Red-crowned, 
Whooping, Common, Hooded and Black-necked) cranes (Krajewski et al. 
2010). In this case the lineage trees are derived from complete mitochondrial 
genomes rather than just a portion of a single mitochondrial gene. That said, the 
new arrangement could still be upset by analysis of nuclear genes. An 
interesting point to consider is that, although it is no longer in the Grus genus, 
Sandhill Crane can hybridize with members of genera other than its own, such 
as Whooping Crane Grus americana. Common Crane Grus grus and even 
Wattled Crane Burgeranus carunculatus. 

Common and Hoary Redpolls survive...for now at least. 

Looking ahead, the Supplement notes that a decision on a proposal to bring 
together (‘lump’) Common ( Acanthis flammed) and Hoary Redpolls (A. 
hornemanni) into one species has been postponed. The decision—if and when it 
comes—will doubtless be influenced by a 2015 study which compared more 
than 23,000 variable sites in the Redpoll genetic material and found no evidence 
of prolonged reproductive isolation (Mason and Taylor 2015). Researchers in 
the Lovett group at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Nick Mason and Scott 
Taylor have written a less technical account of their work, which can be viewed 
here: 

<https://www.allaboutbirds.org/from-many-one-how-many-species-of-redpolls-are-there/> 

Their work is really fascinating and has important ramifications for field 
identification that again are beyond the scope of this essay. Thinking forward, if 
the NACC votes to combine the two species, then the NYS list, which currently 
stands at 490 species, will be reduced by one! 

The last modification impacting the Checklist of the Birds of New York 
State affects the English name of Alauda arvensis, an introduced species that is 
now extinct (‘extirpated’) in New York State but retained on the list. This is 
changed from Eurasian Sky Lark to Eurasian Skylark. Some readers will be 
aware that this ‘new’ name was already used by the AOU in the 34 th to 39 th 
Supplements (1982-1993) but in 1995 was changed to Sky lark and then in 1998 
to Sky Lark, with an upper case L. Exciting stuff, eh? Anyhow, Eurasian 
Skylark seems a wise choice and hopefully it will stay put for a while. It is 
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already used by most global and local taxonomies, is consistent with the names 
of other lark species and provides distinction from the closely related Oriental 
Skylark (A. gulgula) and highly localized Razo Skylark (A. razae). 

In addition to the changes discussed here, there are other changes in the 57 th 
Supplement that will be of interest to traveling birders, including the splitting of 
Western Scrub-Jay into the more coastal California Scrub-Jay (A. californica ) 
and interior southwestern Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay (A. woodhouseii). Those 
who’ve birded in California and in Arizona may well have seen both, but so far 
no Scrub-Jay of any kind has been observed in New York State. 
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LINKS TO THE 57™ SUPPLEMENT 
AND OTHER MATERIALS 


57 th Supplement to the AOU Check-List: 

<http://www.aoucospubs.Org/doi/pdf/10.1642/AUK-16-77.l> 

Proposals and comments considered for the 57 th Supplement: 

<http://checklist.aou.org/nacc/proposals/current_proposals.html> 

HBW/ BirdLife International Checklist: 

<http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/info/taxonomy> 

Clements Checklist, used by eBird: 

<http://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/> 
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WINTER WATERFOWL COUNT, JANUARY 2016 


Bill Ostrander 

80 Westmont Avenue, Elmira, New York 14905 
browncreeper@gmail.com 

A total of 352 volunteers went into the field 16-27 January 2016 and conducted 
the New York State Ornithological Association’s January Waterfowl Count. The 
volunteers logged 973 hours and counted 502,336 waterfowl. Swift (2007) 
described the methodology of the count. 

WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Weather data from Buffalo, Ithaca, Plattsburgh, Kingston, and Islip showed that 
temperatures were generally mild and above freezing through December. During 
January, temperatures were more normal and below freezing. The first weekend 
of the count period, temperatures were above normal, but returned to normal 
through the rest of the count period. Still, shallow water was frozen for the 
count, but most moving water and lakes were open. December precipitation 
throughout the state was largely in the form of rain and only trace amounts of 
snow fell in January. The lack of freezing on the lakes and the lack of snow 
cover allowed larger numbers of geese to remain in the region through the count 
period. 


RESULTS 

In this summary, I will compare the 2016 numbers with those of the decade 
2001-2010. The 2016 total count, mentioned above, was 118,630 more than the 
decade average of 383,706, which was well outside the standard deviation for 
that decade. The total was about 160,000 more than the 2015 count. Geese and 
swans accounted for the increases. Dabbling and diving ducks and non- 
Anseriformes waterfowl were all down from 2015 and all below the decade 
average, although within the decade’s standard deviation. 

Counts for 18 species were above the previous decade’s average. Of these, 
Snow Goose, Brant, Trumpeter Swan, Tundra Swan, Ring-necked Duck, 
Harlequin Duck, Hooded Merganser, and Double-crested Cormorant were 
outside the standard deviation of the previous decade. The counts 138,682 Snow 
Geese, 4065 Tundra Swans, and 105 Harlequin Ducks were the highest since the 
count began in 1973. 

Counts for 31 species were below the previous decade’s average. Those 
outside the standard deviation of the previous decade were Mute Swan, 
American Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, Canvasback, Greater Scaup, and Ruddy 
Duck. 
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LONG-TERM TRENDS 


The record number of Tundra Swans recorded in 2016 was the third record 
count for that species in four years, continuing the long-term trend of an 
increasing winter population in New York State. Following two consecutive 
years of increases since the record low count recorded in 2013, Canvasback 
numbers dropped to the second lowest count since 1973. Large fluctuations in 
Canvasback numbers has been the norm throughout the history of the count. 
Region 1 again hosted the vast majority and the species continued to decline in 
Region 10. 

Hooded Mergansers were increasing through 2008. Since then the numbers 
have fluctuated. The 2015 count was well below the average for 2001-2010, but 
well above the overall average for 1973-2015. 

A comparison of averages for the periods 1973-2000, 2001-2010, and 2013- 
2016 might detect other possible long-term trends in New York State’s winter 
waterfowl populations. Long-term increases may be indicated in this way for 
White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose, Brant, Tundra Swan, Gadwall, Eurasian 
Wigeon, Blue-winged Teal, Mallard, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser 
Scaup, Common Eider, Long-tailed Duck, Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser, Red¬ 
breasted Merganser, and Double-crested Cormorant. Long-term decreases may 
be occurring for American Wigeon, American Black Duck, Northern Pintail, 
Green-winged Teal, Common Merganser, and Great Cormorant. 


FUTURE COUNTS 

You can help with the 2017 count by contacting your regional compiler. 
Compiler contact information is available online at: 
http://nybirds.org/ProjWaterfowl.htm 
—where you can also view the historical data. 

For planning purposes, the January Waterfowl Count is conducted in a period 
that begins the Saturday before Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (the third 
Monday in January). The next two count periods will be: 

2017 - January 14-22 (target date Sunday, January 15) 

2018 - January 13-21 (target date Sunday, January 14) 
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Table 1. Regional totals for the 2016 January Waterfowl Count. 
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Table 2. Comparison of 2016 January Waterfowl Counts to Ten-year and Long Term averages. 
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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


Interactions Between Gulls and Predatory Diving Birds 
(Loons and Cormorants) 

This report is a follow up to my observations of the simultaneous predation by 
loons and gulls on the same aquatic animals of Lake Champlain in the year 2014 
(Klein, H. G. 2015. A Multi-species Feeding Aggregation Involving Gulls and 
Common Loons on Lake Champlain. The Kingbird 65: 103-105). Two 
hypotheses were suggested regarding the relationships between the Common 
Loons and the gulls (Ring-billed, Herring, Great Black-backed, and 
Bonaparte’s). One was that the plunge-diving and surface-diving of the gulls on 
the subsurface prey animals (presumably small fish) was simply coincidental 
with the feeding of the loons on these prey animals that had independently 
ventured to the surface of the lake. An alternate hypothesis was that the 
underwater activity of the loons was the cause of the effect, in that prey animals 
were induced to the lake's surface where they were vulnerable to predation by 
the gulls as well as by the loons. As reported here, the result of my more focused 
observations (in 2015) on the behavior of the loons and gulls lends more 
credence to the second hypothesis. 

The 2015 observations reported here occurred at the same place and under 
similar conditions as those of 2014. The most concentrated study period was 6-8 
October 2015, covering about a dozen intermittent observations during a total of 
seven hours. Observations were made at a variable distance of about one mile 
through a Kowa 20X-60X zoom telescope. 

The gulls were mostly Ring-billed Gulls, with small numbers of Great 
Black-backed and Herring Gull at times. The divers were always at least one 
(and possibly two, at times) Common Loons. On some occasions one Double- 
crested Cormorant was an unexpected participant; its role was unclear. 

In the following general summary, the activities seen were similar to those 
reported for 2014. A swarm of gulls, hovering above and plunge diving into a 
small area of water surface, was correlated with the presence of a loon or two 
(plus sometimes a cormorant) in the water below. Amid much splashing, the 
loons were mixed in with the plunge- and surface-diving gulls, all species 
apparently attempting to feed on the prey animals just below the water's surface. 
This activity would start quickly and end abruptly, depending on whether or not 
the loons continued to dive, a presumptive cause and effect. 

Specifically, there were some episodes that were visible in enough detail to 
further clarify the elements of cause and effect. Typically in these instances, a 
loon floating at the surface, with some gulls floating nearby, would dive. About 
20 seconds later the gulls would rise from the water and hover and plunge dive 
at the place where the loon had risen close to the surface. All species appeared to 
be feeding on an abundant prey population. This scenario was seen a number of 
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times and supports the hypothesis that the diving and underwater activity of the 
loons was causing the ensuing swarming and diving of the gulls. 

In another incident, a loon was floating some distance from a large 
concentration of gulls floating at the surface (the aftermath of a recent 
swarming). A few gulls were near the loon; it dove and soon these gulls rose 
into the air and began plunge diving where the loon had dove. Presently, a 
glimpse of a loon was seen among the splashing gulls. Moreover, nearby gulls 
immediately flew over and joined in the general predatory behavior. From this, 
and many other similar observations, it appears that the gulls realized that a 
feeding opportunity was imminent. They were quick to react by joining the 
feeding frenzy. 

In conclusion, my study of the interaction of loons and gulls in exploiting a 
food source leads me to believe that the loons were causing a prey species 
(presumably small fish) to become vulnerable to gulls at the surface of Lake 
Champlain. An interesting question is, “What were the loons doing underwater 
that caused the fish to rise to the surface?” A conservative explanation might be 
that the loons were simply pursuing a school of small fish whose instinctive 
collective behavior was to flee toward the water surface when attacked by a 
predator. 

An additional note: Although this report (and the Klein 2015 note) focuses 
on the underwater activity of the Common Loon, other predatory diving birds 
should be mentioned. In addition to Double-crested Cormorant, Common 
Merganser (and probably Red-breasted Merganser) may have the same four gull 
species (mostly Ring-billed) associated with them. Very often, gulls are seen 
floating near cormorants and mergansers, seemingly waiting for a feeding 
opportunity to occur. (In this study mergansers were not seen participating in the 
swarming, diving behavior of gulls.) Occasionally, gulls (again, mostly Ring¬ 
billed) were seen agitatedly flying about in wide circles above a flock of actively 
diving cormorants. The gulls dove down to the water surface and appeared to be 
picking up something there, presumably small fish. Sometimes a gull appeared 
to be aggressively snatching something from the bill of a cormorant. This 
activity may continue for several hours and then gradually taper off, with fewer 
cormorants diving. 

The common thread that occurs throughout these observations of loons, 
cormorants, and gulls is that the underwater activity of the predatory aquatic 
birds is the causative factor and the resulting predatory behavior of the gulls on a 
prey population made vulnerable by the underwater activity of the diving 
species. 

Harold G. Klein, 185 Stafford Drive, Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
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REGION 1-NIAGARA FRONTIER 


Mike Morgante 

6405 Woodberry Court, East Amherst, NY 14051 
morgm@roadrunner.com 

December 2015 brought record-shattering warmth and a near absence of snow. 
The mean temperature was 42.1° F, a whopping 12.0° above normal and the 
warmest December on record. A strong El Nino global pattern contributed to 
this warmth. Monthly precipitation at Buffalo-Niagara International Airport was 
2.90", 0.99" less than usual, with only 1.0" of snow, 26.4" less than usual. 
January 2016 brought periods of mild temperatures but also lake effect snows 
from the warmer lake waters. The mean temperature was 26.9°, 2.0° above 
normal. The monthly precipitation was 1.81", 1.37" below normal, with 25.6" of 
snow, 0.3" above normal. Lake Erie did not fully freeze, but the water 
temperature was at or just above freezing by the second week of January. 
February’s mean temperature was 29.7°, 3.4° above normal, although the 
coldest temperature in Buffalo since January 1982 occurred on the 14 th when - 
12° was reached. The monthly precipitation was 3.47", 0.98" above normal, with 
20.5" of snowfall, 3.2" above normal. 

The record warm December allowed most lakes and ponds to remain 
unfrozen well into January and waterfowl took advantage. Reports and numbers 
of dabblers such as Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, and Green-winged Teal were 
higher than usual for winter. For the divers, there were impressive counts of 
Hooded Merganser and Lesser Scaup at inland locations such as Chautauqua 
Lake and Cuba Lake. 

Geese lingered as well. Cackling Goose reports were up, a Brant was 
located at Beaver Island SP on 25 December, and a Ross’s Goose was identified 
three times in late December and early January around Porter. Snow Goose 
reports and numbers were higher than usual each month, with geese still headed 
south into early January and then returning in late January. High counts of 2,000 
and 1,500 were made in early February in Orleans County near Lake Ontario. 
Kim Sherwood photographed a flock of 29 Greater White-fronted Geese in 
flight at Conewango Swamp WMA on 18 February, smashing the Regional 
record maximum and perhaps setting a new State maximum. Four Greater 
White-fronted Geese were also sighted at Dunkirk Harbor on 29 February. 

Other notable waterfowl sightings included one or more King Eiders in 
Buffalo Harbor, up to five Harlequin Ducks in the raging rapids off Niagara 
Falls SP, the regular Barrow’s Goldeneye at Point Breeze, and a hybrid 
Mallard x Northern Pintail identified and photographed by Mike Morgante 
and Chris Akios during the Waterfowl Count on the Niagara River off Grand 
Island. 
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The Eared Grebe at Batavia WWTP continued until early December. 
More unusual was one photographed at Barcelona Harbor in early January. 
There were only a few scattered Red-necked Grebe reports this winter. 

Up to 11 Black Vultures wintered near the Niagara River in Lewiston for 
the fifth consecutive winter. Turkey Vultures were also present in Lewiston 
through the winter, and some seen elsewhere in late January and early February 
were likely early migrants. There were no large concentrations of Bald Eagles 
reported this winter. Ashley Casey and Cory Gregory identified and 
photographed Golden Eagles in Allegany County that were likely wintering, 
with one on 28 December in Wellsville and two in Willing on 22 February. 
Casey and Gregory also photographed an adult Northern Goshawk in Wellsville 
in December. Gary Hallick photographed an adult Northern Goshawk in his 
West Valley yard in January. 

Sandhill Cranes continue to be found with more regularity, with two 
reports this season. Two in Kiantone were a treat for the Jamestown CBC 
whereas five on the Oak Orchard CBC were less of a surprise given their regular 
presence in the area and the warm December weather. 

Five species of shorebirds is the most I recall including in a winter report. 
There was one Killdeer report for each month, with two on 21 February 
considered spring arrivals. A Purple Sandpiper was identified from Niagara 
Falls SP in early December. A Dunlin photographed at Forest Lawn Cemetery 
on 6 February was bizarre for location and date. Two Wilson’s Snipe on the 
Jamestown CBC were somewhat expected, while one in Hinsdale on 15 Feb was 
probably an overwintering bird. A Red Phalarope was an unexpected bonus for 
Jim Wojewodzki and others conducting the Waterfowl Count at Point Breeze on 
23 January. 

Bonaparte’s Gull numbers on the Niagara River dropped off after the first 
week of January. A Black-headed Gull was semi-regular along the Niagara 
River in Buffalo through December and into early January. Little Gulls were 
more prevalent on their return in February than in December or early January. 
There were several juvenile Black-legged Kittiwake reports. Lesser Black- 
backed Gulls are being reported more frequently at inland locations than 
previously and in increasing numbers on Niagara River, with a winter maximum 
of 16 this season. 

Snowy Owls were present but not widespread this winter. There was one 
Long-eared Owl report, while Short-eared Owls were reported less than in 
recent winters. 

An Eastern Phoebe on the Oak Orchard CBC 28 December was 
undoubtedly a beneficiary of the warm December compared to most years. The 
White-eyed Vireo found at Tifft NP in late November was last sighted on 1 
December, to just make it into this winter report. An American Pipit was 
regularly found during a two week stretch in January at Niagara Falls SP. A 
Fish Crow at Unity Island on 6 December was across the Niagara River and 
international boundary but relatively close to an area where several Fish Crows 
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were regularly found in Fort Erie, Ontario throughout the winter. Common 
Ravens continue their expansion into the northern portion of the Region. 

A Pine Warbler visited a suet feeder in Arcade through January and into 
February, and another was found at Niagara Falls SP in January. Yellow- 
rumped Warbler was reported from three locations. This was the second 
consecutive winter with Savannah Sparrow reports from three locations, a 
trend of increasing occurrence in winter. Fox Sparrow is slightly less than 
annual in winter; three December sightings and one in January made for a good 
winter showing. “Oregon” Junco and Rose-breasted Grosbeak continued 
from fall in Colden and Pomfret, respectively. Mike Zebehazy was treated to a 
first-year male Baltimore Oriole at his Orchard Park feeders from mid- 
December through mid-February. 

It was a second consecutive slow winter for irruptive finches. Pine Siskins 
were around but not long-lasting or in large counts in most locations. There were 
only three reports of Common Redpoll. There were no crossbill or grosbeak 
reports, and Purple Finch numbers were unremarkable. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Chris Akios, Andrea Andrews, Sue Barth, Doug Beattie, Cory Callaghan, R. 
Christopher Bohlman, Ashley Casey, Willie D’Anna, Dean DiTommaso, Brett 
Ewald, Andy Guthrie, Cory Gregory, Andy Guthrie, Gary Hallick, Alan Herdzig 
(AHe), Paul Hess, Alec Humann (AHu), Chris Kundl, Jim & Karen Landau, 
Lynne Landon, Greg Lawrence, Madeline Miles (MMi), Joe Mitchell, Donnis 
Morgan, Mike Morgante (MMo), Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke Morse, Susan 
& Tom O’Donnell, Betsy Potter, Jeff Reed, Gerry Rising, Kevin Rybczynski, 
Richard Salembier, Marty Sanden, Shelly Seidman, William Seleen, Beverly 
Seyler, Debbie Sharon, Kim Sherwood, David & Debbie Suggs, Laura Szmania, 
Jeff Tome, Gale VerHague, Jim Wojewodzki, Peter Yoerg, Mike Zebehazy. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

A1SP - Allegany SP, CATT; BeSP - Beaver I SP, ERIE; BufH - Buffalo 
Harbor, ERIE; BuSP - Buckhorn I SP, ERIE; BWWTP - Batavia Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, GENE; ChauL - Chautauqua L, CHAU; CSWMA - 
Conewango Swamp WMA, CATT; DH - Dunkirk Harbor, CHAU; DHSP - 
Devil’s Hole SP, NIAG; FLC - Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, ERIE; FMCSP 
- Four Mile Creek SP, NIAG; FNSP - Fort Niagara SP, NIAG; GHSP - Golden 
Hill SP, NIAG; INWR - Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; JAS - Jamestown 
Audubon Society, CHAU; LBSP - Lakeside Beach SP, ORLE; NF - Niagara 
Falls, NIAG; NFSP - Niagara Falls SP, NIAG; NPP - Niagara Power Project on 
NR, NIAG; NR - Niagara R; OOWMA - Oak Orchard WMA, GENE/ORLE; 
PB - Point Breeze, ORLE; PG - Point Gratiot, CHAU; Tifft NP - Tifft Nature 
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Preserve, ERIE; TRWMA - Tillman Road WMA; TWMA - Tonawanda WMA, 
GENE/NIAG. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: arr 29 

CSWMA 18 Feb (KS, ph.), flyover flock, 
record count; 4 DH 29 Feb (GV). 

Snow Goose: 200 TWMA 20 Dec; 14 
Sheridan CHAU 2 Jan; 2 Dunkirk Airport 
CHAU 6 Jan; 310 PB 30 Jan (GL); 1, 14 DH 
31 Jan, 14 Feb; 120, 125 Shelby ORLE 2, 8 
Feb; 35 Buffalo NR 3 Feb; max 2000 PB 6 Feb 
(J&KL, JW); 592 Gaines ORLE 6 Feb; 132 
LBSP 7 Feb; 1500 Lyndonville ORLE 7 Feb 
(BE); good showing for each month; early 
arrivals in Feb. 

ROSS’S GOOSE (Rl): Lewiston NIAG 23 
Dec (WD, BP); Porter NIAG 27 Dec (WD, 

BP); Bond L NIAG 1 Jan (BS); same bird in 
nearby locations. 

Brant: BeSP 25 Dec (DSh), late. 

Cackling Goose: 1, 3 Lewiston NLAG 2 Dec, 1 
Jan; INWR 3 Dec; 2, 1, 1 BWWTP 5, 26 Dec, 

7 Feb; 8 Cuba L ALLE 5 Dec (CG, AC); 
Oakfield GENE 17 Dec; Shelby ORLE 28 Dec; 
Lyndonville ORLE 2 Jan; 2 Silver Creek 
CHAU 8 Feb; 3 DH 29 Feb; good showing for 
each month. 

Mute Swan: BuSP 14-24 Jan; Silver Creek 
CHAU 17 Jan; max 7 PB 23 Jan. 

Tundra Swan: 230 NF 13 Dec; max 320,254 
BeSP 25 Dec, 2 Feb (DSh); 240 Buffalo NR 25 
Dec; 91 Ellery ChauL 17 Jan; 140 JAS 19 Jan; 
arr 38 Wilson NIAG 1 Feb. 

Wood Duck: A1SP 12 Dec; BeSP 20 Dec; 4 
Jamestown CBC 20 Dec; 9 Oak Orchard CBC 
28 Dec; Wilson- Lake Plains CBC 29 Dec; 
Barcelona Harbor CHAU 8 Jan; good showing 
for winter. 

Gadwall: 22 BWWTP 3 Jan; max 77, 141 
NFSP 16, 27 Jan (WD), good counts for 
season. 

Am. Wigeon: 28 BWWTP 12 Dec; 4 INWR 2 
Jan; 18 NFSP 2 Jan; arr 5 Celeron CHAU 21 
Feb. 

Am. Black Duck: max 30 TWMA 12 Dec; 30 
Barcelona Harbor CHAU. 

Mallard: max 2354 INWR 17 Dec (CM). 

N. Shoveler: max 118, 10 BWWTP 5,26 Dec; 
17 Jamestown CBC 20 Dec; 3 Cuba L ALLE 
23 Dec; 8 NF CBC 27 Dec; 80 Oak Orchard 
CBC 28 Dec; 26,4 BWWTP 3, 12 Jan, good 
counts for Dec and Jan; arr Tifift NP 9 Feb. 


N. Pintail: 24, 1 BWWTP 7 Dec, 3 Jan; 26 
Oak Orchard CBC 28 Dec; 2 DH 2 Jan; 2 
Grand I NR 24 Jan; 2 Wilson NIAG 30 Jan; arr 

5 BuSP 23 Feb; 20, 32 DH 27, 28 Feb. 

N. Pintail x Mallard: drake Grand I NR 24 
Jan (MMo, CA, ph.), suspected first Reg 
report. 

Green-winged Teal: max 18 BWWTP 6 Dec; 

6 Cuba L ALLE 7 Dec; 4 TRWMA 24 Dec; 
Tifft NP 1 Jan; NFSP 1-2 Jan; 2 BuSP 4 Jan; 
Carlton ORLE 20 Jan; arr 2 Cuba L 29 Feb; 
more reports than usual. 

Canvasback: 3000, 10000 NF 16 Jan, 7 Feb 
(J&KL, D&DS); 3652 Grand I NR 24 Jan 
(MMo, CA); 2600 BuSP 5 Feb. 

Redhead: 500 N Harmony ChauL 5 Dec 
(WS); 470,1320 BufH 20 Dec, Feb 7 (AHu); 
517 Grand I NR 24 Jan; 425 BeSP 28 Jan; 110 
Celeron ChauL 21 Feb; higher counts than 
most winters. 

Ring-necked Duck: 21,14 Cuba L ALLE 5 
Dec, 1 Jan; 25 BufH 20 Dec; 11 Cassadaga L 
CHAU 3 Jan; 7 BWWTP 3 Jan; max 72, 36 
BuSP 12, 21 Jan; arr 15 Celeron ChauL 28 
Feb. 

Greater Scaup: max 1418 Grand I NR 24 Jan. 
Lesser Scaup: max 400 N Harmony ChauL 5 
Dec; 212 Jamestown CBC 20 Dec; 350 Ellery 
ChauL 26 Dec (WS); 82 Grand I NR 24 Jan 
(MMo); 36 Tonawanda NR 7 Feb; arr Celeron 
ChauL 28 Feb. 

King Eider: 1, 1 BufH 15,23 Dec (DD, AHu); 
one or more reportedly taken during hunting 
season. 

Harlequin Duck: Lewiston NR 4, 6, 16 (WD); 
up to 5 NFSP 4 Dec thru; becoming regular at 
this location. 

Surf Scoter: NF 6 Dec; 1, 1 Wilson NIAG 19, 
29 Dec; 2 Olcott NIAG 22 Jan, 26 Feb; BufH 
21, 23 Feb; only reports. 

White-winged Scoter: BWWTP 25 Dec (DB); 
inland reports unusual, especially in winter. 
Black Scoter: 2,1 Olcott NIAG 19 Dec, 25 
Feb; 2 Wilson- Lake Plains CBC 29 Dec; 

Ellery ChauL 2 Jan (WS), unusual inland; 
Buffalo NR 23 Jan; BufH 24 Jan; 2 LBSP 6 
Feb; only reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 169 PB 22 Jan. 
Bufflehead: 214 Ellery ChauL 3 Dec; max 425 
BufH 5 Dec; 55 Cuba L 1 Jan (CG, AC), good 
count for location and date. 
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Com. Goldeneye: 500 Buffalo NR 30 Dec; 
max 653 Grand I NR 24 Jan. 

BARROW’S GOLDENEYE (Rl): PB 5 Dec 
thru (GL, mob), continued from fall; apparently 
same male that has wintered here since Dec 
2006. 

Hooded Merganser: 103 A1SP 12 Dec; 198 
Cuba L 13 Dec; Celeron ChauL 20 Dec; max 
600 Ellicott ChauL 20 Dec (WS), part of 973 
Jamestown CBC; good counts for Dec; double 
digits at these locations into Jan. 

Com. Merganser: 135 A1SP 4 Jan (MMi), 
good count for inland location in Jan; max 155 
Buffalo NR. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 280 GHSP 1 

Dec. 

Ruddy Duck: max 163, 42 BWWTP 5 Dec, 3 
Jan; 2 Buffalo NR 6 Dec; 49, 10, 4 Ellery 
ChauL 13, 26 Dec, 17 Jan; 2 DH 24 Jan, 2 Feb; 
4 Barcelona CHAU 3 Feb; 7 Celeron ChauL 22 
Feb. 

Red-throated Loon: max 40 Wilson NIAG 19 
Dec (WD); 6 FNSP 30 Jan (JM); 6 GHSP 31 
Jan; 3 Wilson NIAG 21 Feb (WD), only Feb 
report. 

Com. Loon: 2, 1 BuSP 8 Jan, 1 Feb; 3 
Barcelona CHAU 24 Jan; GHSP 31 Jan; only 
reports beyond Dec. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Cuba L 1 Jan; BufH 14 
Jan; BuSP 21 Jan; only reports beyond Dec. 
Horned Grebe: 10 PB 2 Jan; 3 GHSP 31 Jan; 
BuSP 29 Feb (AHu); only reports past Dec. 
Red-necked Grebe: 6, 2 PB 5 Dec, 17 Jan; 2 
A1SP 13 Dec (AHu), unusual location; 2, 1 
BufH 13 Dec, 2 Jan; 2, 1, 6 Wilson NIAG 19 
Dec, 1 Jan, 21 Feb; 2 GHSP 3 Jan. 

EARED GREBE (Rl): BWWTP thru 5 Dec 
(GL); Barcelona CHAU 7 Jan (GV ph), rare for 
date and location. 

Double-crested Cormorant: ChauL 1 Jan; 19 
Buffalo NR 9 Jan; 19 Grand I NR 24 Jan; max 
26 Tonawanda NR 7 Feb. 

Black Vulture: 11 Lewiston NIAG 16 Dec, 1 
Jan; (PY, WD), overwintered for at least 5 th 
consecutive year. 

Turkey Vulture: 30, 12 Lewiston NIAG 17 
Dec, 7 Jan; Dunkirk Airport CHAU 30 Jan 
(GV); 3 Wilson NIAG 30 Jan (JM), probably 
early migrants; Silver Creek CHAU 7 Feb 
(MS); 10 Fredonia CHAU 23 Feb; Colden 
ERIE 27 Feb. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Bald Eagle: 4 A1SP 12 Dec; max 13 Oak 
Orchard CBC 29 Dec; 4 Cuba L ALLE 29 Feb; 


no large concentrations this winter; also 
reported from other traditional wintering and 
breeding areas. 

N. Goshawk: ad Wellsville ALLE 4 Dec (CG, 
AC ph.); ad West Valley CATT 19 Jan (GH 
ph.), only reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: St. Bonaventure CBC, 
Jamestown CBC 20 Dec; JAS 21 Jan; 2 Aurora 
ERIE 18 Feb; 2 Bemus Pt CHAU 20 Feb; 2 
Canada way Creek WMA 28 Feb; some of the 
Feb records may be returning migrants. 
Rough-legged Hawk: moderate presence. 
Golden Eagle: Wellsville ALLE 28 Dec (CG, 
AC); 2 Willing ALLE 22 Feb (AC, CG); 
evidence of overwintering. 

Am. Coot: 500 Busti CHAU 5 Dec (WS); 248 
INWR 17 Dec; max 653 Jamestown CBC 20 
Dec; 113 Oak Orchard CBC 29 Dec; 35 DH 2 
Jan, 7 Feb; few reports after Dec. 

Sandhill Crane: 2 Kiantone CHAU 20 Dec 
(JT); 5 Oak Orchard CBC 28 Dec; becoming 
more regular. 

Killdeer: INWR 3 Dec; GHSP 21, 22 Jan (GR, 
DB), odd location for date; arr 2 Stannards 
ALLE 21 Feb (AC, CG). 

Purple Sandpiper: NFSP 5, 6, 23 Dec; only 
reports. 

Dunlin: FLC 6 Feb (AHe ph); unusual location 
and date; sixth Feb record. 

Wilson’s Snipe: 2 Jamestown CBC 20 Dec; 
Hinsdale CATT 15 Feb (JR), likely 
overwintered. 

RED PHALAROPE (Rl): PB 23 Jan (JW), 
only fourth winter record beyond Dec. 
jaeger sp.: NFSP 22 Dec (CK), only report. 
Black-legged Kittiwake: juv Whirlpool SP 
NIAG 5 Dec; juv NFSP 20 - 30 Dec; juv DHSP 

7 Jan; possibly same bird. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 1800 Buffalo NR, 1200 
NFSP 6 Dec; 1600 DHSP 16 Jan; 1632 
Lewiston NR 6 Feb; only short period in mid to 
late Jan of near absence from NR. 
Black-headed Gull: Buffalo NR 5, 20 Dec, 3, 

8 Jan (AHu, PY, KR); thought to be same bird. 
Little Gull: 1, 2, 2 DHSP 5-8 Dec, 23 Jan, 6 
Feb; 3 Buffalo NR 19 Dec (PY); 2, 1, max 5 
Lewiston NR 7, 16 Jan, 6 Feb (AG, BM). 
Iceland Gull: 10 NPP 30 Dec; 10,13 NFSP 1, 
13 Jan; 10 DHSP 14 Jan; max 18 Lewiston Res 
NIAG 8 Feb (CK). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 4 Cuba L ALLE 
10 Dec, 1 Jan (CG, AC); max 10, 15, 16 NFSP 
21 Dec, 13 Jan, 6 Feb (CK, CK, AG, BM); 2 
Ellery ChauL 9 Jan (WS); increasing. 

Glaucous Gull: 3 NFSP 14 Jan; max 4 
Lewiston Res NIAG 9 Feb. 
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G. Black-backed Gull: max 113 Ellery ChauL 
16 Jan (WS); 104 DH 3 Feb (GV). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Snowy Owl: Buffalo Airport ERIE 16,21 Dec; 
2, 2 BufH 20 Dec, 9 Jan; Olcott NIAG 25 Dec; 
1, 1 Yates ORLE 29, 30 Dec, 30 Jan; Wilson 
NIAG 1 Jan; Somerset NIAG 3 Jan; Dunkirk 
Airport CHAU 22 Jan; Oakfield GENE 22, 23 
Feb; limited distributions compared to 
irruptions over last two winters. 

Long-eared Owl: GHSP 3 Jan - 21 Feb; 
several sightings, uncertain if same individual. 
Short-eared Owl: 2, 4, 1 Shelby ORLE 4 Dec, 
25 Jan, 14 Feb; Wellsville ALLE 4, 6,13 Dec 
(CG, AC); Alabama GENE 6 Jan; Royalton 
NIAG 19, 20 Feb; Porter NIAG 27 Feb; only 
reports. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: no reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: PG 18 Dec - 8 Feb 

(sev), only loc. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: NF CBC 27 Dec; 
Aurora ERIE 14 Jan (LS); only reports. 

Merlin: reported from 15 locations throughout 
Reg. 

Peregrine Falcon: arr Hamburg HW 28 Feb; 
reported from other 10 locations. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

E. Phoebe: Medina ORLE 28 Dec (BM, CC); 
late. 

N. Shrike: apparent moderate numbers. 
WHITE-EYED VIREO: TifftNP thru 1 Dec 
(KR), from late November. 

FISH CROW (Rl): Unity I NR 6 Dec (CM); 
up to 4 regular thru winter in Ft Erie, Ontario, 
some or all of these may come to roost in 
Buffalo. 

Com. Raven: OOWMA 2 Dec; NPP 4, 16 Dec 
(WD); 2 Medina ORLE 17 Jan; NF 17 Jan 
(S&TO); Alabama GENE 7 Feb; 2 Tonawanda 
ERIE 12 Feb, established year round at this 
location; Shelby ORLE 22 Feb; continue 
increasing reports in northern portion of Reg; 
regular in southern portion of Reg. 

Horned Lark: max 127 Alabama GENE 19 
Feb. 

Winter Wren: NFSP 14 Jan; Ellery CHAU 15 
Jan; AmSP 28 Jan; only reports. 

E. Bluebird: well reported on CBCs. 

Hermit Thrush: LBSP 5 Dec; 2 NF CBC 27 
Dec; Wilson NIAG 28 Jan; GHSP 14 Feb 
(WD); only reports. 

Am. Robin: max 250 Porter NIAG 22 Jan. 


Gray Catbird: Olcott NIAG 19 Dec (B&BM); 
2 Beaver Meadow CBC 19 Dec; Wilson-Lake 
Plains CBC 29 Dec; Tifft NP 20-31 Jan (KR, 
RS, SS); only reports. 

Am. Pipit: NFSP 12-25 Jan (CK), Three 
Sisters Island, sighted multiple times in Jan; 
late. 

Bohemian Wax wing: no reports. 

Cedar Waxwing: uncommon this winter. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: max 20 Yates ORLE 24 
Jan; 7 other loc, small numbers. 

Snow Bunting: 250 Yates ORLE 8 Jan; max 
260 Dunkirk Airport CHAU 24 Jan. 

Pine Warbler: Arcade WYOM 2 Jan - 15 Feb 
(DM), regular at suet feeder; NFSP 21-27 Jan 
(WD). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 3,10, 1 BuSP 28 
Dec, 9 Jan, 4 Feb (AHu); 11 Oak Orchard CBC 
28 Dec; Youngstown NIAG 30 Jan - 29 Feb 
(LL), regular at suet feeder. 

SPARROWS - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: Scio CBC 19 Dec; Bethany GENE 
23 Jan (PH); Lockport NIAG 13 Feb (RCB); 
only reports. 

Chipping Sparrow: Willing ALLE 12 Dec; 
Scio CBC 19 Dec; BWWTP 3 Jan; Portland 
CHAU 4 Jan; only reports. 

Field Sparrow: 2 Scio CBC 19 Dec; Orchard 
Park ERIE 28 Jan (SB); only reports. 

Savannah Sparrow: 1, 1 Yates ORLE 1 Dec, 

4 Jan (WD, CM); Shelby ORLE 24,25 Jan 
(CM); Dunkirk Airport CHAU 25 Jan (GV); 
continues trend of more reports than usual for 
winter. 

Fox Sparrow: TifftNP 2 Dec; Grand Island 
ERIE 5 Dec; 2 Beaver Meadow CBC 19 Dec; 
Lyndonville ORLE 24 Jan (BE); only reports. 
Swamp Sparrow: Pomfret CHAU 24 Jan; 
only report beyond Dec. 

White-crowned Sparrow: 2 Yates ORLE 1 
Dec; 2 Bethany GENE 4, 25 Jan; max 12 
Dunkirk Airport CHAU 6 Jan (GV); 6 Hartland 
NIAG 15 Jan; 4 Porter NIAG 21 Jan; 3 
Sheridan CHAU 5, 7 Feb; 6 Alden ERIE 16 
Feb. 

“Oregon” Dark-eyed Junco: Colden ERIE 1 
Dec thru (J&KL!, ph), likely same ind as at this 
feeder in previous winters, continued from fall. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Pomfret CHAU 
thru 16 Dec (AA), late. 
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Red-winged Blackbird: seven winter reports; 
arr 110 Sheridan CHAU, 25 Hamburg HW 28 
Feb. 

Rusty Blackbird: 20 OOWMA 2 Dec; 2 
SPNS 8 Dec; Porter NIAG 6 Jan; arr 7-11 
BuSP 20-27 Feb (AHu); only reports. 

Com. Grackle: 3 Scio CBC 19 Dec; 11 
Wilson-Lake Plains CBC 29 Dec; arr 40 
Hamburg HW 28 Feb. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 90 Carlton ORLE 
30 Dec; max 175 Porter NIAG 2 Feb; more 
winter reports than usual. 


BALTIMORE ORIOLE (Rl): Orchard Park 
ERIE 16 Dec thru 14 Feb (MZ!); apparent 1st 
yr m coming regularly to feeders. 

Purple Finch: 28 on six CBCs; max 10 
Concord ERIE 19 Jan, 10 Golden ERIE 3-29 
Feb. 

Com. Redpoll: 2 Scio CBC 19 Dec; Attica 
WYOM 23 Jan; Shelby ORLE 13, 15,19 Feb; 
only reports. 

Pine Siskin: 56 A1SP 12 Dec; 5-39 Attica 
WYOM 1-29 Jan; 10-45 Gaines ORLE 1-29 
Jan; 31 Whitesville ALLE 17 Jan; 48 
Wellsville ALLE 21 Feb; not widespread. 
Evening Grosbeak: no reports. 


REGION 2—GENESEE 
Robert Spahn 

716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn@prodigy.net 


Winter 2015-16 provided a dramatic contrast with last winter. Long periods of 
deep snow and cold were replaced by warmth and little snow. The weather 
patterns were dominated by a very strong El Nino with warm air flow from the 
west. 

December was the warmest on record, smashing the old record by 3.2° F. 
Temperatures averaged 42.2°, 12.2° above normal. Precipitation was near 
normal at 2.73", 0.10" above normal. Snowfall was the least on record at 2.3", 
though the records for this datum only go back to 1926. Except for minor skim 
ice, all water was open through the Christmas Bird Count season. 

January was closer to normal, with temperatures averaging 27.4°, 2.7° 
above normal, and precipitation 1.52", 0.89" below normal. Snowfall totaled 
20.2", 8.0" below normal. Snow fell on 22 days, but only two days saw heavy 
snow and the 1-day maximum was only 4" and the average on the ground only 
1". Surprising in the light of the warm winter, we saw periods of only 24 hours 
of cold resulting in all the bays and ponds locking up totally in ice. 

February provided a huge contrast with last year’s coldest ever-17.3° 
warmer for the fourth warmest February on record. Temperatures averaged 
29.5°, 3.1° above normal. It still was cool, with 23 days with the low below 
freezing and 10 days with even the high below freezing. Precipitation of 3.78" 
was 1.83" above normal. Snowfall at 28.0" was 6.5" above normal, but the only 
big snow event was an official 18.3" on the 16 th , with another inch the next day. 
This was the fifth highest calendar day snowfall on record. But temperatures 
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into the 50s on the 19 th sucked the snowpack into the sky or melted it into the 
ground in short order. A warm last couple of days in the month brought a taste 
of spring migrants. 

Lake Ontario remained largely open, with only a narrow rim of shore ice 
other than after a period of north winds and the big snow event, when ice 
extended north to the horizon with only small open patches. The next shift to 
southwesterly winds blew this out quickly. 

Given the warm and relatively open winter-little snow and water open 
late-it was no surprise that waterfowl provided a number of highlights this 
season. Waterbirds provided a substantial part of the local CBC totals, with only 
the Letchworth-Silver Lake Count hurt a bit by a local heavy snowfall on the 
count day. On the Rochester CBC, record highs were set for Cackling Goose, 
Trumpeter and Tundra Swans, and Double-crested Cormorant. Maybe the 
biggest surprise was the lack of high numbers for most waterfowl species in 
spite of the good variety; back to the old discussions around too much open 
water so birds not concentrated. The species section will illustrate many of the 
peak counts. Along this same line, we did not finally see peak numbers for some 
of the migrant diving ducks in December, expected after their failure to appear 
in November. However, December brought the first of two major waterbird 
“events” of the season. On 5, 8, and 12 December, substantial numbers of Red¬ 
necked Grebes were found on the water off Hamlin Beach SP, falling off rapidly 
in numbers to the east and west over distances of 5-10 miles. On the 14 th , Bob 
Spahn counted 1677 Red-necked Grebes on the water just off our lakewatch site 
there, with visibility a bit over 14 mile either side and limited by fog and haze to 
on that order offshore. At a point 9 miles east the count was about 100. Dave 
Tetlow did a more thorough count later that day covering the water visible from 
the park to Troutburg just west, a total distance of about 4.5 miles, and tallied 
6740 birds plus noting later only 100 near Point Breeze 8 miles further west. 
This eclipses the previous high of 2754 on 4 April 1996 when the passing Fast 
Ferry flushed birds past Bill Symonds at the lakewatch. It is also in dramatic 
contrast with historical fall data. Through most of the 1990s, a double digit tally 
of Red-necked Grebes was a good day. In the past 10+ years, the numbers have 
been increasing, with a few days with several hundred counted. Nothing like 
this. This number approaches nearly a third of the higher totals passing 
Whitefish Point in fall migration in August and September. 

Next, we jump back to the start of the checklist and look at Snow Goose. 
The fall migration seemed slow. None were reported on our three local CBCs, 
though just outside the Region the Montezuma and Geneva CBCs tallied large 
numbers. By January, large counts were being reported in the Region, with sites 
slowly shifting west and north; one large flock moving about and shifting and 
splitting on occasion—or several? Some of the bigger numbers were seen in the 
latter half of January when typically all have left for the winter. Only very rarely 
have we seen a very early move back north by the end of January. And the 
numbers persisted through February across the Region, with a 50,000 count in 
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the NMWMA suggesting a spring influx on 28 February. This is the first winter 
season in this Region for Snow Goose present all season. 

This leads back to the January State Waterfowl Count, where the total 
number of individuals set a record high in the Region. But all of the difference 
from the previous high is accounted for in a single flock of 15,000 Snow Geese. 
And most of the increase over prior averages is accounted for in the total goose 
numbers 5x the 10-year average and > lOx the 1973-2015 average. The overall 
species variety was very good, but most counts were about average and dabbling 
ducks, especially Mallard, were relatively low. Other interesting waterbird 
observations included: quite a few Greater White-fronted Geese and a single 
Ross’s Goose in January and February; several puddle ducks returning in late 
February; Redhead numbers good on Conesus Lake all winter when open water 
was available and also found with scaup off the rocky points on the Lake 
Ontario shore during the waterfowl count where mostly absent in recent years; 
White-winged Scoter locally in modest numbers, but other scoters scarce; good 
numbers of Long-tailed Duck; and rarer finds including a King Eider in 
February, Harlequin Duck in January, and the usual male Barrow’s Goldeneye 
at Point Breeze through the season. Hybrids reported were a Snow x Canada 
Goose on 5, 7, and 9 February at two locations and a Common Goldeneye x 
Hooded Merganser on 24 January and 21-22 February at Braddock Bay. 

Other than the story above, loons and grebes were scarce except for the 
good numbers of Horned Grebes off Wayne County on the Waterfowl Count 
and Eared Grebes at Pultneyville on 6-8 December and Honeoye Lake on 26 
December. 

This was not a big winter for diurnal raptors. Highlights included good 
numbers of Bald Eagle, single Northern Goshawks in January and February, a 
few more Red-shouldered Hawk reports than in most recent years, and Rough¬ 
legged Hawks present, with a fair number of reports but birds not really easy to 
find. Pulling the falcons from later in the list, we had American Kestrel scarce; 
Merlin and Peregrine Falcon in good numbers for winter; and a dark Gyrfalcon 
photographed near South Livonia on 21 February by Dianne McCullough but 
not subsequently relocated, though many searched. 

Back to the water’s edge and marshes, the usual Virginia Rail was not seen 
in Mendon Ponds Park (probably too much open water out in the marsh), but 
Chris Wood located one in the Turning Point Park area along the Genesee River 
on 2 January. A Common Gallinule found by Jay McGowan and Nathan 
Goldberg in the Van Dyne Spoor area of the NMWMA on 12 December was 
about the 15 th winter record for the Region. American Coot numbers were poor 
other than at Van Dyne Spoor early and Conesus Lake through the season. 
Surprisingly, Sandhill Cranes were present all season, most in the NMWMA, 
with a peak of 67 there on 4 December, but also 10 seen on 1-4 January in a 
field north of the village of Honeoye and just west of Taylor Marsh, a new high 
count for that area. 
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As usual for winter, shorebirds were scarce. The last “fall” Killdeer were 
seen on 20 December, then none until singles in Hamlin and at Braddock Bay on 
20 and 28 February. Purple Sandpipers were found at Irondequoit Bay Outlet on 
2-3 January and two at Sodus Point from 5-9 January. Most surprising was a 
Long-billed Dowitcher on Salmon Creek, Town of Greece, on 1 January found 
by Jessie Barry and Chris Wood and seen later by several others. This is record 
late for the Region. Finally, Bruce Cady found a lingering Wilson’s Snipe in the 
High Acres Nature Area (HANA) from 14-16 December. 

The lack of stable, dependable ice edges on the bays and ponds resulted in 
fewer than usual reports of our “winter” gulls. Bonaparte’s Gull lingered in 
small numbers to the end of January, then was not reported in February. Adult 
Little Gulls were see at Braddock Bay on 13 December and Ontario Beach on 1 
January, but there was no late fall through early January gathering along the 
Rochester lakeshore. There were a couple of good counts of Herring Gull, but 
otherwise relatively low numbers for gulls generally. White-winged gulls started 
slowly, but numbers picked up into double digits in February. Lesser Black- 
backed Gull was found in good numbers through the season. Gull highlights 
included adult Thayer’s Gull found at Northrup Creek, Town of Greece, on 1 
January by Jessie Barry and Chris Wood and photographed at the Riga landfill 
on 4 January by Brian Morse. A presumed Herring x Lesser Black-backed Gull 
was seen on 16 December at the south end of Irondequoit Bay and on 9 January 
on Long Pond, Town of Greece. 

Among the non-passerine landbirds, 1-2 Eurasian Collared-Doves were 
seen off and on at the Greenwell farm in the Town of Hamlin in January and 
February. Eastern Screech-Owls were found in the usual good numbers on the 
CBCs, with a maximum of 64 on the Rochester CBC. Snowy Owls were present 
mainly at a few regular sites and were way down in numbers from the past two 
years, but 87 reports of about 27 individuals in January is still a decent number. 
Long-eared Owl was found on 1 January in Bergen Swamp (a typical location 
for the date) and then on the last day of the season at the Owl Woods roost area. 
Short-eared Owls were found in good numbers on the biweekly DEC raptor/owl 
surveys and by others at the same sites through the season. A N. Saw-whet Owl 
on the Rochester CBC was a rarity for the count, with possibly the same bird 
refound on 9 January. Among the woodpeckers, notes of interest included no 
reports of Red-headed Woodpecker and reports of lingering Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker in each month. 

For an open winter, the passerine scene was interesting and in some ways a 
bit surprising. There were some unexpected species for winter, but surprisingly 
low numbers for most of the half-hardy lingerers. Back to the old “not enough 
snow cover to push birds to feeders or otherwise concentrate them.” Really? 

Let’s tackle the passerines by starting with more detail on the lingering 
half-hardy species-a bit of a “bag of snakes” due to likely different perceptions 
among observers. Starting with the species I would consider rarer, we find eight 
species present in December and add one later. An Eastern Phoebe was found on 
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8 December. Three State-record-late Cliff Swallows were photographed on 15 
December off Webster Park by Mike Gullo. Ruby-crowned Kinglets were found 
in two locations on 4 and 23 December, then at new locations on 1 January and 
7 February. American Pipits are scarce in winter, so as many as 40 on 1 
December and birds on 30 January and 28 February were interesting reports. 
Warblers of any kind have been scarce in recent winters, so a State-late Hooded 
Warbler was a surprise on the Rochester CBC in Durand-Eastman Park. Eastern 
Towhees are found fairly regularly in winter, but this year none until two in 
mid-February. Fox Sparrow is rarely reported here in winter, but there was one 
on 13 December and another on 26 January. Finally, an immature Baltimore 
Oriole was found in Durand Eastman Park from 24-26 December by Steve 
Daniel and Dick Horsey. 

Next we have a list of species that are found nearly every winter in small 
numbers which were seen at least several times this winter: Winter Wren, Marsh 
Wren, Hermit Thrush, Gray Catbird, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Eastern 
Meadowlark and Rusty Blackbird. Even more regular in my view are: Eastern 
Bluebird, American Robin, and Song, Swamp, White-throated, and White- 
crowned Sparrows. 

In winter, we also look for some species that irrupt in larger numbers 
irregularly. None of these were especially numerous this winter. Northern Shrike 
was present all season with approximately 60 reports over the period peaking in 
January. Red-breasted Nuthatch and Cedar Waxwing numbers were both low. 
Lapland Longspur and Snow Bunting were present but hard to evaluate for 
numbers with little snow cover to push them to road edges. Winter finches were 
essentially missing, with only scattered reports of Common Redpoll and Pine 
Siskin and no others. 

One more interesting event was a large gathering of blackbirds in late 
January in the Town of Rush just west of the village of Honeoye Falls. On 28 
January Bob and Sue Spahn noted a male Yellow-headed Blackbird with a large 
mixed flock and passed along the word. Over that day and the next three days, a 
second immature male Yellow-headed Blackbird was found and peak counts of 
blackbirds in the area included 16,000 Red-winged Blackbirds, 1750 Common 
Grackles, a Rusty Blackbird, and 3000 Brown-headed Cowbirds. This location 
is less than 5 miles south of a site where many blackbirds, including Yellow¬ 
headed, were observed last year and 3 miles SW of Brad Carlson’s feeders 
where similar flocks of blackbirds have been seen in recent, prior years. 

For the season, we received about 45,638 eBird “records” plus information 
from other sources such as geneseebirds, the CBC summaries, the Waterfowl 
Count, and personal communications. The total species count was 
approximately 150. Species totals for December and January were near their 10- 
year averages, while February was about 10% above its 10-year average. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Jim Adams, Janet Akin, Cheryl Arnold, Richard Ashworth, John Ballou, Carolyn & Jerry 
Barnhart, Jessie Barry, Jim & Liz Barry, Sue Barth, Doug Bassett, Doug & Sharon 
Beattie, Don Bemont, Steven Benedict, Linda Clark-Benedict, Mike Bergin, Lynn 
Bergmeyer, Barry Bermudez, John Boettcher, Phillip Bonn, Justine Bower, Wes Boyce, 
George Briggs, Joe Brin, Robert Buckert, Bruce Cady, Brad Carlson (BC1), Steve 
Carlson, Donna Carter, George Chiu, Jill Church, Jim Cleveland, Kelly Close, Fran 
Colby, Seaghan Coleman, Clyde Comstock, Andrew Consler (AC), Don Cowley, 
Kathleen Dalton, Steve Daniel, Doug Daniels, Willie D’Anna, Elaine Dart, Pete Debes, 
Mark Denecke, Rose DeNeve, Bob Dobson, Jon Dombroski, Crystal Doyle, Tony 
Dvorak, Wayne Fidler, Daena Ford, George Ford, Drew Fowler, Kurt Fox, Kyle Gage, 
Liz Galusha, Cathy Gardner, Andy Garland (AGa), Chris Gates, Kristine Genagan, Bill 
& Linda Gillette, Nathan Goldberg, Charles Goulet, Sheryl Gracewski, Jay Greenberg, 
Kevin Griffith. Ralph & Georgia Guenther, Michael Gullo, Judy & Lew Gurley, Andrew 
Guthrie (AG), Chris Guthrie, Richard Guthrie, Anita Geara, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Helen & 
Chris Haller, David & Vanna Harding, Kim Hartquist, Jim & Allison Healy, Sue Heffner, 
Monika Hermann-Kokis, Dick Horsey, Bill Howe, IBA Monitoring, Carolyn Jacobs, 
Nicholas Kachala, Laura Kammermeier, Tom Kerr, Jim Kimball, Kathy Kirsch, Mike 
Klimeczko, J. Gary Kohlemberg, Hans Kunze, Chris Lajewski, Edith Lank, Tom 
Lathrop, Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence (GL), Tim Lenz, Chuck Linn, Joan & Vem 
Lindberg, Paul Lindemann, Peggy Mabb, Ryan MacLean (official hawk counter), Mary 
Magistro, Bill Maier, Melissa Mance-Coniglio, Cindy Marino, David Mark, Pat Martin, 
Lauri Mattie, Dianne McCullough, Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Kevin McGowan, 
Chita McKinney, Feme Merrill, Jim Miles, Joyce Miller, Adrielle Mitchell, Joseph 
Mitchell, Celeste Morien, Roy Morris, Brian & Brooke Morse, Sheila Mumpton, Alan 
Nash, Ann Nash, Tom Nash, Dave Nicosia, Dave Nutter, Sue O’Neill, Joe Ovsiovitch, 
Kris Palermo, Michael Palermo, Andrea Patterson, Jim Pawlicki, Carol Phillips, Norma 
Platt, Betsy Potter, Jay Powell, Dave Prill, RBA Field Trips, Carolyn Ragan, Dave 
Robertson, Michelle Rosenbaum, Vicki Rothman, Wade & Melissa Rowley, Jesse 
Rubenstein, Jennifer Rycenga, Livia Santana, Michael Scheibel, Zaphir Shamma, Shirley 
Shaw, Dominic Sherony, Judy Slein, Tom & Pat Smith, Cathy Spahn, Robert & Susan 
Spahn, Dave Spier, Kathleen Squires, Chris Stanger, Joseph Stevenson, Kim Sucy, Jim 
Tarolli, Steve Taylor, Mike & Joann Tetlow, Larry Toole, Matt Voelker, Brad Walker, 
Mike Wasilco, Bridget Watts, Doris Waud, Dave Wheeler, Kinsley Whittum, Tim 
Wilder, Joseph Wing, Chris Wood, Martha Zettel. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

BB - Braddock Bay, T Greece, MONR; BB-WS - Braddock Bay - West Spit; CHCBC - 
Conesus-Hemlock CBC 26 Dec; CL - Conesus L, LIVI; DEP - Durand-Eastman P, 
MONR; H - T Hamlin, MONR; HBSP - Hamlin Beach SP, MONR; IBO - Irondequoit 
Bay Outlet, MONR; LSLCBC - Letchworth-Silver L CBC on 20 Dec; MP - Mendon Pd 
P, MONR; NMWMA - Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area, T Savannah, 
WAYN; PB - Point Breeze, T Carlton, ORLE; RCBC - Rochester Christmas Bird Count 
on 14 Dec; SB - Sodus Bay, WAYN; SPt - Sodus Pt. WAYN; TCEA - Twin Cedars 
Environmental Area at Avon DEC offices; WP - Webster Park, MONR. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
WINTER 2015-16 



Barrow’s Goldeneye, Pt. Breeze, Orleans , 28 Jan 2016, © Doug Daniels. 
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Lark Sparrow, Jones Beach West End, Nassau, 7 Feb 2016, © David Krauss. 




Gambel's White-crowned Sparrow, the subspecies breeding in the western boreal forest, 
occurs rarely but fairly regularly in New York State, apparently most often in late fall and 
winter. These individuals were nicely documented this winter: an immature at Canoga, 
Seneca , 30 Jan 2016, © Jay McGowan (middle) and an adult near Pine Island, Orange, 
13 Jan 2016, © M. Ofenloch (bottom). 
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Western Grebe, Piermont Pier, Rockland , 8 Jan 2016, © John Haas. 



Barnacle Geese, Riverhead, Suffolk, 7 Feb 2016, © Derek Rogers. These two adults and a 
juvenile appeared to be a family group. 
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This male Aythya at Santapogue Creek, Suffolk was thought to be a hybrid Ring-necked 
Duck x scaup. Photos © Pete Morris, 21 Feb 2016. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: arr 2 

NMWMA( Savannah muck) 8 Dec (W&MR); 2 
Mendon Ponds P 30 Jan - 10 Feb (JeB, CW, 
mob), 1-4 ind seen at different times; 2-3 Kings 
Bend P, Pittsford 6-11 Feb (D&DS, mob), 
possibly some overlap with Mendon Ponds; 2 
North Ponds P, Webster 6-7 Feb (GF, KH); 6 
NMWMA (Camcross Rd) 5 Feb (W&MR, JW); 
3 NMWMA (VanDyne Spoor) 28 Feb 
(W&MR). 

Snow Goose: 12,500 Reg 2 sectors of 
Montezuma CBC WAYN 14 Dec; thousands 37 
Reg 2 loc all Jan, 65+ rep; 15,000 Avon 16 Jan 
(JK); 10,000 Livonia Center LIVI12 Jan 
(MW); 7500 CL 12 Jan (MW); 5600-7500 
Honeoye Fall area 28-30 Jan (sev); 9500 
Hamlin 5 Feb (AGu); 7000 Hamlin 28 Feb 
(AGu); max 50,000 NMWMA (Railroad Rd) 28 
Feb (JGK). 

Ross’s Goose: arr NMWMA( Savannah muck) 
9 Jan (W&MR); West Port Bay WAYN 4 Feb 
(W&MR). 

Cackling Goose: 15+ ind 6 loc 4-23 Dec, 9 rep; 
max 20 HBSP 1 Jan (AGu); 39 ind sev loc all 
Jan, 22 rep; 16 ind 10 loc all Feb, 11 rep. 
Canada Goose: max 13,875 LSLCBC 19 Dec. 
Snow x Canada Goose: NMWMA (Camcross 
Rd) 5 Feb (W&MR, JW); North Ponds P 
Webster 7, 9 Feb (KH, JW). 

Mute Swan: 48 BB-ES 20 Dec; max 67 Sodus 
Bay bridge 3 Jan (LL); 47 BB 15 Feb; peak 
counts down some. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 34 T Savannah WAYN 
14 Dec; 12 BB-ES 20 Dec (R&CS), record high 
RCBC; 25 NMWMA (T Savannah) 9 Jan (JMc, 
LS). 

Tundra Swan: 100 CL 1 Dec; max 173 
NMWMA (Hidden Marsh) 8 Dec (IBA); 76 BB 
28 Feb (RMa). 

Wood Duck: 2 DEP 1 Jan (PMar); Van Lare 
Sewage Treatment Plant Rochester 30 Jan 
(BriM, sev); Genesee R Rochester 30 Jan (GF); 
arr BB-WS 21 Feb (JiM, LM). 

Gadwall: arr 10-14 BB-WS 21 Feb (B&BM, 
AGu). 

Am. Wigeon: max 20 BB 20 Dec; arr 20 BB 21 
Feb. 

Am. Black Duck: max 358 CL 17 Jan (MW). 
Mallard: max 1150 NMWMA (Hidden Marsh) 
8 Dec; total 3576 Waterfowl Count 16- 23 Jan, 
low. 

N. Shoveler: 1-2 sev loc thm, unusual in late 
winter. 


N. Pintail: 37 HBSP 1 Jan (NK), high for Jan; 
arr 3-22 BB area 21 Feb. 

Green-winged Teal: 18 Round Pd Greece 1 
Jan (JeB, CW), good count for date; 1-2 sev loc 
thm, scarce in winter, no spring arrival. 
Canvasback: max 35 BB-WS 3 Feb, low peak. 
Redhead: max 4761 CL 17 Jan (MW), 
Waterfowl Count, similar thm season. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 700 Hemlock L 14 
Jan. 

Greater Scaup: max 385 BB-WS 7 Feb, low; 
peaks other months even lower. 

Lesser Scaup: max 272 CHCBC 26 Dec, low. 
King Eider: 1 fern BB-WS area 6-19 Feb (EG, 
GL, mob). 

Harlequin Duck: 1 imm m SPt 7 Jan (JW, 
W&MR). 

White-winged Scoter: max 225 BB-WS 20 
Feb, scarce except here, PtB, & SPt. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 3005 RCBC 20 Dec, 
numbers good thm; total 3814 Waterfowl Count 
16-23 Jan. 

Bufflehead: max 357 CHCBC 26 Dec. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 850 SPt 30 Jan (AL, 
NM); total 2417 Waterfowl Count 16-23 Jan. 
Barrow’s Goldeneye: 1 m PB 5 Dec, 15-30 
Jan, 7, 14, & 26 Feb, present sev winters, 
moves from the edge of Region 1 to a mile or 
so east into Region 2. 

Com. Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser: lm 

BB-WS 24 Jan (AGu, ph); BB 20-21 Feb (AGu, 
B&BM)> 

Hooded Merganser: max 227 mostly Silver 
Lake 19 Dec. 

Com. Merganser: max 350 Ontario Beach 20 
Feb. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 1600 IBO 3 
Dec (JiM); total 2055 Waterfowl Count 16-23 
Jan. 

Ruddy Duck: max 29 CL 17 Jan, low. 
Red-throated Loon: max 14 CL 5 Dec (BH), 
high for loc; scarce thm. 

Com. Loon: max 12 SPt 16 Jan; scarce this 
winter. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 3 IB 16 Dec (R&SS). 
Horned Grebe: max 50 HBSP 5 Dec (AGu); 
total 108 Waterfowl Count 16-23 Jan. 
Red-necked Grebe: 637 HBSP 5 Dec (RS); 

436 HBSP 8 Dec (AGu); 1677 off lakewatch 
HBSP 14 Dec (RS); max 6740 HBSP to 
Troutburg 14 Dec (DTe), State record high, 
intro; 11 HBSP 1 Jan (AGu), late for number. 
Eared Grebe: Pultneyville 6-8 Dec (JW); 
Honeoye L 26 Dec (RS). 
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Double-crested Cormorant: max 71 RCBC 20 
Dec, CBC record high; 29 IB 16 Dec (R&SS), 
high for date; 11 Summerville Pier 5 Feb 
(BCar, JG), high for date. 

Turkey Vulture: max 15 Bergen 1 Jan, low 
max. 

HAWKS - ALCIDS 

N. Harrier: max 9 Nations Rd IBA 6 Feb, 
good winter count. 

N. Goshawk: N. Wolcott WAYN 30 Jan, 3 Feb 
(W&MR, DF); only reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: 3 rep Jan; 8 rep Feb; 
rep up a bit this season. 

Red-tailed Hawk: max 39 BB hawkwatch 28 
Feb (MT, GL). 

Rough-legged Hawk: total 9 sev loc Dec; total 
25 at 21 loc Jan; total 20 sev loc Feb. 

Virginia Rail: Turning Pt P, Genesee R 2 Jan 
(CW); none at Mendon Pd Site. 

Com. Gallinule: NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) 
12 Dec (JMc, LS), approx 15th Reg winter 
record. 

Am. Coot: max 185 CL 17 Jan, low max. . 
Sandhill Crane: max 67 NMWMA (T 
Savannah) 4 Dec (KB); 7 CHCBC 26 Dec 
(sev), CBC record high; 50 NMWMA (T 
Savannah) 28 Dec; 10 CR 37 n of Honeoye, T 
Richmond ONTA 1,3-4 Jan (R,S,&CS, BH); 5 
T Clyde WAYN 6 Feb (TLe, BWal); not 
usually present thru. 

Killdeer: Seneca P Rochester 20 Dec; last 
Letchworth SP 22 Dec; arr Hamlin 2o Feb 
(KS). 

Purple Sandpiper: IBO 1-2 Jan (KH, PMar, 
mob); last 1-2 SPt 5-9 Jan (JW, W&MR, mob). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: 1 Salmon Crk, Greece 
1 Jan (JeB, CW, et al.\ Reg record late. 
Wilson’s Snipe: HANA 14-16 Dec (BCad, et 
al .), late. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 156 Ontario Beach 
area 1 Jan (JeB, CW), low max; last off 
Edgemere Dr Greece 31 Jan (BeB, Ji&LB, 

CW). Little Gull: 1 ad BB 13 Dec (GL); 1 ad 
Ontario Beach area 1 Jan (JeB, CW). 

Herring Gull: max 2200 Millseat Landfill T 
Riga 4 Jan (BriM). 

THAYER’S GULL: 1 ad Northrup Crk, 
Greece 1 Jan (JeB, CW); 1 ad Millseat Landfill 
T Riga 4 Jan (BriM, ph). 

Iceland Gull: approx totals - 6 in Dec, 11 in 
Jan, & 13 in Feb. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: approx, totals - 13 
in Dec, 8 in Jan, & 15 in Feb. 


Herring x Lesser Black-backed Gull: IB-S 16 

Dec (BriM); Long Pd, Greece 9 Jan (AGu). 
Glaucous Gull: totals approx. - 1 in Dec, 6 in 
Jan, and 7 in Feb. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: 1-2 
Greenwell farm, Hamlin 10, 30, 31 Jan, 5-28 
Feb (AGu, RGu, CW), site of most records 
recent yrs 

E. Screech-Owl: 64 RCBC 20 Dec; 45 
CHCBC 26 Dec, good CBC counts. 

Snowy Owl: 3+ three loc 13-31 Dec; ~87 rep, 
26 ind six loc Jan; Genesee County airport 3, 7, 
& 22 Feb; BB 28 Feb. 

Long-eared Owl: Linear P, Bergen 1 Jan (GL); 
Owl Woods, Manitou 29 Feb (JCay), early at 
site. 

Short-eared Owl: max 22 DEC (Avon) owls 
survey 29 Dec; 36 rep, 24+ ind five loc Jan; 
intro. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: RCBC, LMP 20 Dec (CM, 
AP); DEP 9 Jan (MG); rarely reported in 
winter. 

Belted Kingfisher: 12 rep sev loc 2-28 Jan, 
good number of rep for winter. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: no reports. Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker: total 8 rep sev loc, good 
number for winter. 

Am. Kestrel: 16 rep, 12 ind Feb, low. 

Merlin: total - 13 all Dec; 21 all Jan; 10 all 
Feb. 

GYRFALCON: dark morph S. Livonia LIVI 
21 Feb (DM, ph). 

Peregrine Falcon: total - 6 all Dec; 6 all Jan; 

12 all Feb. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

E. Phoebe: CL 8 Dec (KC), late. 

N. Shrike: totals approx -13 in Dec, 15 in Jan, 

6 8 in Feb. 

Blue Jay: max 486 CHCBC 26 Dec, good total. 
Am. Crow: max 24,000 Ford St bridge, 
Rochester 8 Dec (SSh), higher than later CBC 
tally; 1500 Pinnacle Rd, T Rush 3 Feb (NK); 
1500 SUNY Geneseo campus 3 Feb (SB). 

FISH CROW (R2): max 14 Summerville Pier 

7 Feb (BCar); IBO 30-31 Jan (JeB, CW, KH, 
PMar); present all winter. 

Com. Raven: max 20 CHCBC 26 Dec, CBC 
record high. 

Horned Lark: max 100 Nations Rd IBA 9 Dec 
(NK). 
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Cliff Swallow: 3 Webster P at Lake Ontario 15 
Dec (MG, ph). State record late. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: 214 CHCBC 26 
Dec, very good count. 

Winter Wren: Oatka Crk P 8 Feb (JAd), first 
for year; N Wolcott WAYN 16 Feb (W&MR); 
only reports. 

Marsh Wren: Turning Pt P 20 Dec (KH); 
Taylor Marsh, T Richmond ONTA 26 Dec 
(DB); Turning Pt P 2 Jan (CW); rare in winter. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Webster P 4 Dec 
(JW); Beechwoods SP WAYN 23 Dec (NP); 
Webster P 2 Jan (JeB, CW); Beechwoods SP 
WAYN 7 Feb (JW); scarce in winter. 

Hermit Thrush: totals - 6 in Dec; max 6 Owl 
Woods, Manitou 2 Jan (CW); 12 seven loc 2-24 
Jan; 2 rep 14, 20 Feb. 

Gray Catbird: e of Silver Springs 19 Dec (AC, 
JK); Hamlin 21 Dec (GL, KB); Hemlock L area 
26 Dec (BH); N Wolcott WAYN 14, 22 Jan 
(W&MR); T Huron WAYN 22 Jan (W&MR); 
scarce in winter. 

Am. Pipit: max 40 Nations Rd IBA 1 Dec; T 
Conesus LIVI30 Jan (KC); T Rush 30 Jan 

KH) ; arr BB hawkwatch 28 Feb (GL, MT). 
Cedar Waxwing: max 160 Webster P (Whiting 
Rd) 16 Dec (JiM), scarce. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: max 80 H 30 Jan (AGu). 
Snow Bunting: max 2000 T Kendall ORLE 22 
Jan (DB, RS); 250 Nations Rd IBA 23 Feb 
(BH). 

Com. Yellowthroat: IB-S 16 Dec (BriM); 
NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) 26 Dec (NP). 
Hooded Warbler: DEP 20 Dec (JPow, MK, 

JS) , State record late. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: total 5 three loc 5- 
20 Dec; 2 N Wolcott WAYN 20 Jan (W&MR); 
MP 4 Feb (MG). 


SPARROWS - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: T Ogden MONR 15 Feb (LO, ph); 
RotterdamRd, T Sodus WAYN 14-15 Feb 
(JW). 

Am. Tree Sparrow: max 110 T Penfield 19 
Feb. 

Chipping Sparrow: Webster 12 Dec (PMab); 

N Wolcott WAYN 14-15 Feb (W&MR). 

Field Sparrow: Whiting Rd, Webster 4 Dec 
(JiM); Butcher Rd, T Hilton 20 Dec (R&CS). 
Savannah Sparrow: 5 Nations Rd IBA 18 Feb 
(KG), 1 next day. 

Fox Sparrow: Mt Hope Cemetery, Rochester 
13 Dec (SG), late; Brown Rd, Wolcott WAYN 
26 Jan (W&MR), rare in winter. 
White-crowned Sparrow: max 21 N Wolcott 
WAYN 26 Feb (W&MR). 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 44 Nations Rd IBA 18 
Feb, low max. 

Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco: Webster thru at 
least 8 Dec (MR, ph). 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 16,000 Works Rd 
& CR 6, T Rush MONR 31 Jan (JeB, CW), 
high count; 4500 Oak Openings LIVI 30 Jan 
(JeB, CW), very short distance s on same road 
as previous record. 

E. Meadowlark: Nations Rd IBA 27 Jan (JSt); 
BB hawkwatch 3 Feb (GL); rare in winter now. 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: 1 ad m 
& 1 subad m Works Rd & CR 6, T Rush 
MONR 28-30 Jan (R&SS, mob, ph), intro. 
Rusty Blackbird: 4 BB 13 Dec; 1-2 MP 23 Jan 
- 11 Feb; Manitou 24 Jan; Works Rd & CR 6, T 
Rush MONR 30 Jan; 1-2 Victor 13, 24 Jan; 
typical of winter. 

Com. Grackle: max 1750 N Avon Rd T Avon 
LIVI 30 Jan (5 obs). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: max 3000 Works Rd 
& CR 6, T Rush MONR 30 (JeB, CW). 
Baltimore Oriole: imm m DEP 24-26 Dec 
(SD, DH), rare in winter. 

Com. Redpoll: max 85 HBSP 8 Dec (AGu); 
few other rep. 

Pine Siskin: max 65 DEP 26 Dec (JiM), rep 
scattered thru.. 
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REGION 3-FINGER LAKES 


Bill Ostrander 

80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9@gmail.com 


The winter of 2015-16 was unusually mild with little snowfall and little 
persistent snow cover, allowing waterfowl and many half-hardy species to linger 
through the season. At Ithaca, low temperatures averaged 33° F, 13° above 
normal, and highs averaged 48°, 12° above normal, in December. January was 
colder, with the average low temperature at 17°, 3° above normal, and the 
average high at 32°, 1° above normal. Low temperatures in February averaged 
18° and highs averaged 37°, both 4° above normal. Total precipitation in 
December was 2.79", 0.39" above normal; in January, 1.65", 0.43" below 
normal; and in February, 3.79", 1.81" above normal. Total snowfall in 
December was 0.8", 11.8" less than normal; 7.6" in January, 10" below normal; 
and 9.5" in February, 4.7" below normal. 

Six Greater White-fronted Geese were at Montezuma NWR for much of 
December then reappeared on Canandaigua Lake in the latter part of January 
where they stayed through the end of the season. Snow Geese were present in 
large numbers, and among them were a few Ross’s Geese. Good numbers of 
dabbling ducks of all sorts were still at Montezuma NWR and elsewhere in the 
Region through early January. A single Eurasian Wigeon was at Montezuma 
NWR in mid-December, and another was at Frontenac Park on Cayuga Lake on 
28 February. Numbers of diving ducks were generally unremarkable. There 
were only single reports of Surf and Black Scoters. A Tufted Duck was in the 
northern part of Cayuga Lake in mid-January. Perhaps the same bird was at the 
south end of the Lake in mid-February and then seen at the north end of Seneca 
Lake right after that for a couple days. 

Notable other waterfowl included a Pacific Loon that Nathan Goldberg and 
Jay McGowan found on the west side of Cayuga Lake. The annual Eared Grebe 
was again on Cayuga Lake at Aurora. Neil Paprocki found a Western Grebe at 
Montezuma NWR on 25 December. 

The high count of 18 Bald Eagles at Frontenac Harbor Marina and 
numerous other reports from all parts of the Region indicated that the species 
continued to have a significant presence in the Region. On the other hand, there 
were only two reports of Golden Eagle in the Region. Red-shouldered Hawk and 
Northern Goshawk were also scarce, with only single reports of each. 

As many as 50 Sandhill Cranes lingered in the Town of Tyre nearly 
through the end of December. Killdeer were reported through mid-January. A 
Long-billed Dowitcher lingered at Montezuma NWR through mid-December. 
American Woodcocks were reported from two locations in Tompkins County in 
December. 
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There were several interesting gull sightings during the season. Observers 
reported high counts of Iceland (10) and Glaucous (4) Gulls. They also reported 
Thayer’s Gulls at two locations and hybrids of Herring Gull with various other 
species-Lesser Black-backed, Glaucous, and Great Black-backed Gulls. 

A Snowy Owl spent most of the winter in the vicinity of the Fayette- 
Seneca town line. Short-eared Owl counts were low in the Region. 

One Eastern Phoebe lingered near Beebe Lake on the Cornell University 
campus into early December. Perhaps coincidentally, one was present at the 
same location from early February through the end of the season. Other 
lingering songbirds included Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Yellow Warbler, 
numerous Field Sparrows, Fox Sparrow, Savannah Sparrows, and Baltimore 
Orioles. 

The rarest bird of the season was a Western Tanager that appeared on the 
Cornell University campus on 9 February and stayed in the same small area, 
where many birders observed it through the end of the season. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Janet Akin, Tom Auer, Jessie Barry, Angelika Beckmann, Wes Blauvelt, Philip 
Bonn, Matthew Brown, Donna Carter, J.B. Churchill, Doug Daniels, Susan 
Danskin, Ian Davies, Michael DeWispelaere, Jeff Doyle, Andrew Dreelin, Eaton 
Birding Society, Wayne Fiddler, John Fitzpatrick, Brendan Fogarty, Benjamin 
Freeman, Nathan Goldberg, Menachem Goldstein, Michael Gullo, Eric Gulson, 
Ethan Gyllenhaal, Meena Haribal, IBA monitoring, Logan Kahle, Kenneth 
Kemphues, Dave Kennedy, Max Kirsch, J Gary Kohlenberg, Greg Lawrence, 
Alexander Lees, Tim Lenz, Mary Magistro, Brian Magnier, Jay McGowan, 
Kevin McGowan, Bob McGuire, Matthew D. Medler, Ann Mitchell, Brian 
Morse, Brooke Morse, Diane Morton, Andrea Mott, Nargila Moura, Dave 
Nutter, Neil Paprocki, Jon Podoliak, Jay Powell, Ken Rosenberg, Livia Santana, 
A Serpiello, Dan Serpiello, Russ Smiley, Roger Smith, Joshua Snodgrass, Kevin 
Stewart, Kevin Stewart, Peter Thompson, Sarah Toner, Lee Ann van Leer, Brad 
Walker, Liam Waters, David Weber, David Wheeler, Alex Wiebe, Chris Wood, 
Suan Yong. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CayL - Cayuga L; CIth - C Ithaca; CU - Cornell University; MNWR - 
Montezuma NWR; MyPt - Myers Pt, TOMP; TPr - Prattsburg; SenL - Seneca 
L; SML - Seneca Meadows Landfill, SENE; SPt - Salt Pt; SRC - Stevenson 
Road Compost, TOMP; TDry - T Dryden; TFay - T Fayette; THec - T Hector; 
TIth - T Ithaca; TLan - T Lansing; TSen - T Seneca Falls, TSpr - T Springport. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 
(R3): max 6 MNWR 13-27 Dec (DC!) & 6 
Canandaigua L 20 Jan thru (mob!), high. 

Snow Goose: max 200,000 TFay 2 Jan (EBS), 
high. 

ROSS’S GOOSE (R3): 1-2 MNWR 4-14 Dec 
(mob!); MyPt 15 Dec (JM!); TDry 3 Jan (JM, 
KM!, LS); Sapsucker Woods TOMP 4 Jan 
(CW!>; T Canandaigua 30 Jan (DD!). 

Snow x Ross's Goose (hybrid): MNWR 12 
Dec (NG, JM). 

Cackling Goose: max 13 MNWR 12 Dec Dec 
(NG, JM), high. 

Snow x Canada Goose (hybrid): Dry den L 
TOMP 5 Dec (CW); MNWR 12 Dec-2 Jan (JM, 
LS); Hibiscus Harbor CAYU 16 Jan (mob); 
Mud Lock CAYU 20 Jan (LK, TL, ST); T 
Varick 27 Jan (JM, LS). 

Mute Swan: max 8 SenL SP 23 Jan. 
Trumpeter Swan: max 20 MNWR 28 Dec 
(PT), high. 

Tundra Swan: max 3000 CayL T Aurelius 
CAYU 12 Dec (NG, JM), high. 

Wood Duck: max 11 Ladoga Pt TOMP. 
Gadwall: max 500 MNWR 30 Dec (JM, LS), 
high. 

EURASIAN WIGEON (R3): MNWR 13 Dec 
(KR, ST, AW); Frontenac P CAYU 28 Feb 
(mob!). 

Am. Wigeon: max 120 Hog Hole TOMP 27 
Feb (JGK), high. 

Am. Black Duck: max 300 MNWR 2-3 Jan; 
CayL TSpr CAYU 3 Feb. 

Mallard: max 7000 MNWR 30 Dec (LW). 

N. Shoveler: max 317 MNWR 14 Dec (PB), 
high. 

N. Pintail: max 180 MNWR 2 Jan (JM, LS), 
high. 

Green-winged Teal: max 26 MNWR 11 Dec 
(IBA). 

Canvasback: max 900 CayL T Aurelius 
CAYU 6 Feb (LK). 

Redhead: max 15,600 East Shore P TOMP 19 
Feb (ID). 

Ring-necked Duck: max 4000 MNWR 12 Dec 
(NG, JM), high. 

Redhead x Ring-necked Duck (hybrid): CayL 
CIth 14-17 Jan (JM, DN, LS). 

TUFTED DUCK: CayL TSpr CAYU 16-17 
Jan (mob!); CayL CIth 14-19 Feb (mob!); SenL 
SP 20-21 Feb (mob!). 

Greater Scaup: max 600 Kozy Kove CayL 
TSpr CAYU 17 Jan; 600 CayL Canoga CAYU. 


Lesser Scaup: max 1800 MNWR 13 Dec (KR, 
ST, AW), high. 

Surf Scoter: SenL Dresden 2 Jan (GL, JoP), 
only report. 

White-winged Scoter: max 19 Long Pt SP 
CAYU 28 Feb (mob), high. 

Black Scoter: max 5 Long Pt SP CAYU 13 
Dec (DN), high, only report. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 18 East Shore P 
TOMP 1 Jan. 

Bufflehead: max 66 Stewart P CayL TOMP 16 
Dec. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 400 Ladoga Pt, CayL 
31 Jan. 

Hooded Merganser: max 195 MNWR 18 Dec 
(IBA), high. 

Com. Merganser: max 1100 Frontenac Harbor 
Marina T Spr CAYU (AL, NM). 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 193 CayL 
Aurora CAYU 16 Jan (LAvL), high. 

Ruddy Duck: max 270 Harris P CAYU 12 Dec 
(JM), high. 

Red-throated Loon: max 2 CayL TLan TOMP 
2 Dec; 2 SPt SCHU 5 Dec. 

PACIFIC LOON: CayL T Ovid TOMP 12 
Dec (NG, JM!). 

Com. Loon: max 125 CayL Sheldrake SENE 
13 Dec. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 11 MNWR 18 Dec. 
Horned Grebe: max 21 CayL Aurora 2 Feb. 
Red-necked Grebe: Ithaca Yacht Club TOMP 
5 Dec (TL); SenL Watkins Glen 16 Jan (TL); 
CayL Aurora 2 Feb (AMi, DN); SenL SP 21 
Feb (mob). 

EARED GREBE (R3): CayL Aurora 2-25 Jan, 
23 Feb (mob!); CayL SP 7 Feb (mob!). 
WESTERN GREBE: MNWR 25 Dec (NP!) 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 33 Perry Pt 
YATE (EGy, GL), high. 

Great Blue Heron: max 5 MNWR 2 Jan 
(RuS), low. 

BLACK VULTURE (R3): CU 1 Jan (DWe!) 
Turkey Vulture: max 34 SRC 12 Dec (KM), 
high. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Bald Eagle: max 18 Frontenac Harbor Marina 
CAYU 20 Feb (LK, TL, BW), high. 

N. Harrier: max 9 MNWR 27 Dec; 9 Geneva 7 
Feb. 

N. Goshawk: TPr 27 Feb (LK, TL, BW), only 
report. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: TPr 9 Jan (RoS, ph), 
only report. 

Red-tailed Hawk: max 46 SRC 14 Feb. 
Rough-legged Hawk: max 3 THec 7 Jan, low. 
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Golden Eagle: TPr 20 Jan (RoS, ph); 

Stevenson Road Compost 5 Feb (CW!); only 
reports. 

Am. Coot: max 600 MNWR. 

Sandhill Crane: max 72 T Tyre 7 Dec (DK), 
high; last 50 T Tyre 28 Dec; 2 T Tyre 6 Feb 
(DC). 

Killdeer: T Farmington 7 Dec; TDry 7 Jan; 
MyPt 9-16 Jan; arr Mark Twain SP 20 Feb. 

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER: MNWR 5- 
16 Dec (mob, ph!). 

AM. WOODCOCK (R3): Durland Preserve 
TOMP 17 Dec (JM!); TIth (KR). 

Bonaparte's Gull: max 16 CayL SP 27 Dec; 
last CayL TIth 14 Feb, late. 

Herring Gull: max 8000 CayL TSen 31 Jan 
(JM, KM), high. 

THAYER’S GULL: SenL T Dix 22 Jan (TL, 
JM!, LS); Van Cleef L SENE 30 Jan (AL, 

NM!). 

Iceland Gull: max 10 SML 31 Jan (TL), high. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 3 CayL 
Ladoga Pt TOMP 31 Jan; 3 SRC 7 Jan; 3 
Savannah Mucklands SENE 7 Jan; 3 TIth 21 
Feb; 3 SenL THec 27 Jan; 3 Stewart P TOMP 
27 Jan. 

Herring x Lesser Black-backed Gull 
(hybrid): Van Cleef L Seneca Falls 30 Jan 
(AL, NM); CayL TSen 31 Jan (JM, KM); SML 
31 Jan (TL). 

Glaucous Gull: max 4 CayL TSen 31 Jan 
(mob); 4 SML 31 Jan (TL, NG), high. 

Herring x Glaucous Gull (hybrid): Van Cleef 
L TSen 30-31 Jan (mob). 

Herring x Great Black-backed Gull (hybrid): 
CayL CIth 24-25 Jan (mob!); Van Cleef L TSen 
30 Jan (AL, NM); CayL TSen 31 Jan (mob); 
SRC 11-12 Feb (TL, BW, CW). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Snowy Owl: Seybolt Rd TFay SENE 13 Dec- 
27 Feb; Martin Rd TSen and TFay 13 Dec; 
MNWR 3 Feb; Finger Lakes Regional Airport 
10 & 28 Feb. 

Short-eared Owl: max 6 T Milo YATE 4 Feb. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: max 2 TDry & 2 Roy H. 
Park Preserve 26 Jan. 

Merlin: many reports. 

Peregrine Falcon: many reports. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

EASTERN PHOEBE (R3): last Beebe L CU 8 
Dec (JD), late; first Beebe L CU 2 Feb thru 
(BFo, BMa), early. 


N. Shrike: T Hopewell 10 Dec-5 Feb; T 
Addison 12 Dec; T Seneca 2 Jan; T Mentz 17 
Jan. 

Blue Jay: max 42 T Enfield 29 Dec, low. 

Fish Crow: max 25 Elmira Dam CHEM 5 Dec 
(LK, TL, ST), high. 

Com. Raven: max 17 TPr STEU 1 Jan. 

Horned Lark: max 450 TLan 23 Jan. 
Black-capped Chickadee: max 115 TDry 1 
Jan, low. 

Tufted Titmouse: max 22 TIth 1 Jan, low. 
Brown Creeper: max 6 TOMP 28 Feb, low. 
Marsh Wren: MNWR 6 Dec-7 Feb (mob). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: SenL SP 8 Dec (DK); 
SPt TOMP 21 Dec-1 Jan (BFr, JM. LS); 
Portland Pt TOMP 1-17 Jan (mob), scarce in 
winter. 

E. Bluebird: max 13 SPt TOMP 21 Dec & 31 
Jan, low. 

Hermit Thrush: THec 30 Dec-5 Jan; 

Sapsucker Woods TOMP 20 Feb; T Coming 12 
Feb, only reports. 

Am. Robin: max 340 Portland Pt TOMP 16 
Jan. 

GRAY CATBIRD (R3): Commonland TOMP 
5-24 Dec (SY!); Portland Pt TOMP 16 Jan 
(mob). 

BROWN THRASHER (R3): Jetty Woods 
TOMP 14-16 Jan (mob!). 

N. Mockingbird: max 3 SPt TOMP 28 Feb, 
low. 

Am. Pipit: max 13 MyPt 9 Jan (AL, NM). 
Cedar Waxwing: max 200 Robert Treman SP. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: max 40 T Genoa 19 Dec. 
Snow Bunting: max 450 T Ovid 23 Jan. 
YELLOW WARBLER: CIth 6 Dec (JB, CW) 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 4 TLan 3 Jan 
(mob); last Portland Pt 25 Jan (JM), late. 

TOWHEES- WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: TDry 13 Dec (CW); T Phelps 27 
Jan-16 Feb; T Torrey 28 Feb (MB), only 
reports. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: max 100 TIth 1 Jan. 
FIELD SPARROW (R3): MNWR 2 & 18 Dec 
(DK, ph); SPt TOMP 21 Dec (JM!); Cascadilla 
Creek TOMP 1 Jan (JF!); Freeville Marshes 
TOMP 16-17 Jan (JB, JM, CW!). 

SAVANNAH SPARROW (R3): 3 MNWR 2 
Dec-23 Feb (mob!), high; 2 TLan 19 Feb (KK, 
DM!). 

FOX SPARROW (R3): TDry 1-30 Jan (mob!). 
Song Sparrow: max 36 Cascadilla Creek 
TOMP 1 Jan (JF). 
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Swamp Sparrow: max 9 Cascadilla Creek 
TOMP 1 Jan (JF). 

White-throated Sparrow: max 17 T Throop 
15 Feb. 

White-crowned Sparrow: 3 T Covert 12-24 
Jan (JS); 2 TFay 30 Jan (JM, LS); T Genoa 20 
Feb (LK, TL, ST), only reports. 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 60 TFay 2 Jan, low. 
WESTERN TANAGER: CU 9 Feb thru 
(mob!). 

N. Cardinal: max 41 TFay 2 Jan. 


Rusty Blackbird: max 3 TDry 5 Dec. 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE (R3): SPt TOMP 20- 
21 Dec (JM, KM!, LAvL); Allan H. Treman 
State Marine P 2-7 Feb (mob!). 

House Finch: max 120 T Horseheads 25 Jan, 
low. 

Purple Finch: max 50 T Horseheads 18 Dec. 
Com. Redpoll: 2 Dryden L TOMP 5 Dec 
(CW); TDry 23 Jan (CW), only reports. 

Pine Siskin: max 50 TDry 27 Jan (KM), high. 
Am. Goldfinch: max 74 TDry 19 Dec. 


REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 


No report was received this season. 


REGION 5—ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 
Matt Perry 

3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 

mperry63@roadrunner.com 

David Wheeler 

20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 

tigger64@aol.com 


Wintery weather was off-again, on-again this season and generally mild, in stark 
contrast with the two previous winters that were characterized by consistent cold 
temperatures and near-maximum amounts of ice cover. In Syracuse the average 
temperature in December was 41° F, a notable 12° warmer than average for that 
month. Precipitation was 1.6" higher than normal and snowfall for December 
was 30" less than normal for that notoriously snowy city. January was a little 
more conventional. In Syracuse the average temperature for the month was 
nearly 26°, 2.3° warmer than normal. Snowfall rebounded in January and totaled 
39", which was 4.8" above the average. February was another rollercoaster ride, 
and though the average temperature was only 1.7° higher than normal, 
precipitation was 2.74" higher than average and a total of 25" of snow fell, 
which is typical for that month. In Syracuse the high temperature for the month 
was 63°, which came on 28 February, and the low was a thoroughly bone- 
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chilling - 23°, which occurred on 14 February. On that same date even colder 
temperatures were recorded in the Region’s remote rural valleys. 

The lakes that did freeze in the Region froze late. Oneida Lake didn't 
freeze over until 15 January. Except for its shallow bays, Skaneateles Lake 
never froze over at all. Otisco Lake, which is normally frozen by Christmas day, 
remained open until 23 January. Neither Onondaga Lake nor Oswego Harbor 
froze for any length of time, but both the pond and bay at Fair Haven were 
frozen; typical even in mild winters. The Utica Marsh’s shallow pools are 
typically locked tight with ice by mid-December, but this winter they remained 
open and available to ducks at least through the start of the New Year. This lack 
of ice in the Region provided a respite for waterfowl and their allies, which 
suffered serious deprivations during the previous two winters. Significant ice 
cover serves to concentrate birds, and conversely the lack of ice allows flocks 
and individuals to remain widely dispersed and to remain in areas with plentiful 
food supplies. This could explain why the season’s counts of diving ducks, 
especially Aythya species, weren’t very high. According to Gary Lee, even in 
the Adirondacks the lakes didn’t freeze over until 5 January. Still somehow two 
Common Loons, one on 6 January and the other three days later, managed to be 
taken by surprise. Both had to be rescued from the ice and relocated to open 
water. Despite relatively mild conditions and seemingly adequate food 
resources, the data shows a surprising lack of half-hardy songbirds in the 
Region. Notable exceptions were American Robins and Brown-headed 
Cowbirds, which collected in large flocks in some areas. 

Good numbers of Snow Geese were found throughout the period, 
indicating they wintered in or near the Region. By February, some optimistic 
flocks were seen flying along the Ontario Lakeshore making “test” migrations. 
A small flock of Brant over Limekiln Lake in the Adirondacks on 2 January was 
unusual and is the only report for that species. A maximum of nine Trumpeter 
Swans in the vicinity of Fair Haven State Park on 31 January could be 
considered a respectable number for that species. Numbers of dabbling ducks 
were generally good this season. A count of 11 Northern Shovelers at the Utica 
Marsh at the end of December may have been unprecedented for that location, 
but it’s hard to say definitively since the difficult to access site receives poor 
coverage. Wayne Fidler located a female King Eider at Selkirk Shores State 
Park on 6 January. The rarity remained through the balance of the month and 
was observed by many people. A female Barrow’s Goldeneye was found at 
Brewerton on 2 February by Bill Purcell and remained there for a week. 

Loons and grebes were fairly easy to come by throughout the period. An 
Eared Grebe at Oswego Harbor on 28 January was an excellent find by 
Michael Gullo and the first for the Region since 1998. Though Oswego seems 
an excellent place for the species, this is only the second time the species has 
been found there and the twelfth Regional record overall. Previously most were 
at Onondaga and Oneida Lakes. The Eared Grebe remained at the site for five 
days giving great looks as it dove close to shore. Greg Dashnau picked out a 
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Western Grebe at Oswego on 16 December, a first in twenty years and only a 
third Regional record, and first for the winter season. The bird continued for 
four days and was widely seen and photographed though many reported the bird 
had become increasingly distant. 

Ruth Florey was surprised to find an American White Pelican at the inner 
harbor of Onondaga Lake on 12 January. Local news outlets made a celebrity of 
the bird, and its every move was covered on some form of social media. Birders 
and non-birders alike flocked to see this wonderful bird, which could be enjoyed 
without expensive optics. While this constituted a first winter record of Am. 
White Pelican in Region 5, it wasn’t unprecedented in the northeast this winter. 
eBird data shows that several other wayward Am. White Pelicans turned up 
north of their usual range in January. For virtually its entire two week stay, there 
was a great amount of speculation regarding the state of the pelican’s health. 
According to observers, diving ducks and gulls seemed to be having little 
trouble securing fish prey, but the pelican was not seen successfully feeding. 
Ultimately, on 26 January, the bird expired and its body was retrieved by the 
DEC. An examination revealed that the pelican was emaciated and hosted 
parasites on its vital organs. Were these picked up here or did it arrive with 
them? This was a sad end for a charismatic bird that captured the attention of 
many. The pelican showed few outward signs of distress and thus capture 
seemed risky, but the authors cannot help but wonder if intervention might have 
saved it. 

Raptor numbers were unremarkable this period. There was only a single 
report of Golden Eagle, and Rough-legged Hawk sightings were relatively few. 
It was determined that an adult Red-tailed Hawk from Syracuse brought to a 
Wildlife Rehabilitator on 3 January had been intentionally shot with a pellet 
gun. Despite this incident being conveyed to the New York State Department of 
Environmental Protection and to United States Fish and Wildlife Service, no 
investigation was initiated. 

Single Dunlin were seen at Fair Haven and Port Ontario on 7 and 17 
January, respectively. Was it the same bird working its way along the Lake 
Ontario shoreline? On 6 December one Purple Sandpiper was found at Fair 
Haven but never relocated. Less expected was a Wilson’s Snipe that Greg 
Dashnau found at Three Rivers on 7 December. The bird lingered for two days. 
A total of four Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen over Derby Hill. All occurred 
between 3 December and 3 January. Bonaparte’s Gulls persisted half way into 
the period and sometimes in respectable numbers. Bill Purcell found a lingering 
Virginia Rail at the Andrews Rd. feeder canal in DeWitt, always a hot spot for 
unusual half-hardies. 

There was no significant influx of Snowy Owls into the Region this period, 
although the species was present in a few traditional locations. None were seen 
after 9 February. On 18 January Jason Luscier found a Long-eared Owl in a park 
in Syracuse. Short-eared Owls were observed in Verona, Baldwinsville, and 
Manheim in Herkimer County, but apparently none of them lingered or were 
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found after 20 January. Single Northern Saw-Whet Owls were seen in three 
locations, though none could be relocated after their initial discoveries. 

A Red-headed Woodpecker was seen frequently near the Lake Ontario 
shoreline between 17 January and 21 February. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were 
found at six locations, but it’s conceivable that two of those sightings could 
represent early spring migrants. In early February pairs of Merlin were thought 
to be establishing breeding territories at Onondaga Park in Syracuse and at a site 
in Tully. Resident pairs of Peregrine Falcons in Syracuse and Utica both 
remained on their breeding territories through the winter. Single Peregrines were 
observed in three other locations. 

Northern Shrikes were difficult to come by this winter and were especially 
rare in the eastern part of the Region. Three Rivers WMA proved to be the only 
reliable location to find the species. One shrike was seen there repeatedly 
between 8 December and 28 February. 

Despite the mild conditions, relatively few Winter Wrens wintered in the 
Region. However, David Nash did find a Marsh Wren at the Clay Marsh on 17 
December, which was not the first time one had lingered at that location. There 
was one report of Hermit Thrush and three reports of Gray Catbird, which is less 
than one might expect given the mild conditions. There were a handful of 
Bohemian Waxwing sightings this period, all of them near the Lake Ontario 
shoreline. Our only Yellow-rumped Warbler reports came from Oswego, and 
there were none after 17 January. There were one or two reports each of Eastern 
Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, and White-crowned 
Sparrow, none of which persisted long. All in all our quotient of half-hardies 
just barely contributed to the “mild” complexion of this period. 

One of the season’s best birds was a female Summer Tanager at a 
Constantia bird feeder between 30 December and 5 January. The bird was 
brought to the attention of Wayne Fidler through a post on Facebook that 
involved a mystery bird showing up at a feeding station for about a week. 
Fortunately photographs were taken before the homeowner restricted access to 
the site. This represents the sixth Regional record, with all five previous being in 
May and the last in 1996. 

On 16 January, a female Dickcissel was found to be keeping company with 
a flock of 20 House Sparrows at a feeding station in Fulton. The bird, which was 
sometimes difficult to discern from its similarly-attired flock mates, stayed in 
the vicinity until at least 2 February. There was no appreciable invasion of 
winter finches this winter, though Purple Finches and Pine Siskins were fairly 
well represented. A smattering of reports of Red Crossbills all came from 
northern Herkimer County where the species is often found in non-invasion 
years. Reports of Common Redpolls were scarce; all took place in February and 
all from Oswego County. There were only three reports of Evening Grosbeaks. 

A total of 140 species was found this period, which is 10 more than the 
most recent decade’s average. The highlights included: Greater White-fronted 
Goose, Cackling Goose, Eurasian Wigeon, King Eider, Barrow’s Goldeneye, 
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EARED GREBE, WESTERN GREBE, AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN, 
Golden Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk, Virginia Rail, Dunlin, Purple Sandpiper, 
Wilson’s Snipe, Black-legged Kittiwake, Bonaparte’s Gull, Snowy Owl, Long¬ 
eared Owl, Short-eared Owl, N Saw-whet Owl, Marsh Wren, Bohemian 
Waxwing, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Fox 
Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, SUMMER TANAGER, Dickcissel, and 
Red Crossbill. 

The winter season produced 29,211 eBird records, which were processed 
by Swan Swan Hummingbird v4.02. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Dennis Anderson, Faith Baker, Adam Bleau (AB1), Brenda Best, Sue Boettger, 
Carla Bregman, Joseph Brin, Matthew Brown, Ken & Rose Burdick (KRB), 
Andrea Burke, Bernie Carr, Gerald Case, David Cesari, Gary Chapin, Richard 
Cohen, Jim D’Angelo, Abby Darrah, Greg Dashnau, Rose DeNeve, Wayne 
Fidler, Ruth Florey, Elizabeth Frascatore, Louise Gomez, Bill Gruenbaum, 
Michael Gullo, Barbara & Larry Hall (BLH), Eddie Harlow, Jody Hildreth, Teri 
Holland, Gene Huggins, Jonathan Kresge, William Kuk, Joshua LaCelle (JaL), 
Josiah LaCelle, Robert LaCelle III, Gary Lee, Jason Luscier (JLu), Mark 
Magistro (MMa), Mary Magistro (MM), Sue March, Kevin McGann, Gary 
Meyers, Eric Moody, David Nash, Cody Nichols, Mitch Nusbaum, Kevin Pace, 
Neil Paprocki, Matt Perry, Bill Purcell, Margaret Rusk, Linda Salter (LSr), 
Stephanie & Thomas Schmidt, Mickey Scilingo, Tony Shrimpton, Jean 
Soprano, Chris Spagnoli, Taylor Sturm, Jim Tarolli (JTa), Judy Thurber (JT), 
Matt Voelker, Drew Weber (DWe), Lisa Welch, Lydia Wells, David Wheeler 
(DW), Brian White, Robert G. Williams III, Joe Wing, Judy Wright, Matt 
Young, Ken Zoller. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BLNC - Beaver Lake Nature Center, Baldwinsville; Bville - Baldwinsville; 
Canas - Canastota; Caz - Cavenovia L; CM - Clay Marsh, Clay; Const - 
Oneida L at Constantia; DB - Ditch Bank Rd & vicinity, T Sullivan/Lenox; DH 

- Derby Hill, T Mexico; FH - Fair Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and vicinity; GLSP 

- Green Lakes SP, Fayetteville; Hast - Hastings; HI - Howland IWMA; MCL - 
Madison County Landfill, T Lincoln; OF - Old Forge; OLC - Onondaga L 
Creekwalk; OneiL - Oneida L; OnonL - Onondaga L; OswH - Oswego Harbor; 
OtisL - Otisco L; RCFS - Rice Creek Field Station, Oswego; SFNS - Spring 
Farm Nature Sanctuary, Kirkland; SH - Southern Highlands of ONON & 
MADI; Skan - Skaneateles; SNC - Sterling Nature Center; SSSP - Selkirk 
Shores SP; SVB - Sylvan & Verona Beach; Syr - Syracuse; TR - Three Rivers 
WMA, Lysander; VBSP - Verona Beach SP; WP - Woodman Pd, Hamilton 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: max 2 Van 

Buren 3 Dec (JB); 2 BLNC 6 Dec (GD); WP 
thru 13 Dec (GM, mob). 

Snow Goose: max 2895 Belgium 1 Jan; 2045 
OswH 2 Feb, flying east. 

Snow Goose X Canada Goose: GLSP 24 Jan 
(JC). 

Brant: small flock OF 2 Jan, only report. 
Cackling Goose: max 2 Van Buren 4 Dec 
(MM); singles at 7 other Iocs; none after 2 Jan. 
Canada Goose: max 4000 BLNC 8 Dec; 3400 
Mexico 13 Dec; 3500 Pompey 14 Dec. 

Mute Swan: 14 OLC 29 Jan; max 29 FH 22 
Feb. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 9 FH 31 Jan (MM); 8 
OswH 9 Feb (WF); 5 SSSP 28 Feb (GD); 
reports from 4 other Iocs. 

Tundra Swan: max 224 Const 26 Dec (BP); 
167 SP 17 Jan; 50 FH 17 Jan; good numbers. 
Wood Duck: 3 UM 28 Dec; max 4 Fulton 7 Jan 
- 22 Feb; 3 Belgium 21 Feb; reports from 6 
other Iocs. 

Gadwall: max 75 FH 17 Dec, good number; 11 
WP 26 Dec; 9 OnonL 22 Jan. 

Eurasian Wigeon: W Loop Rd, MNWR 25 
Feb (AB1). 

Am. Wigeon: max 26 WP 11 Dec; 22 OLC 21 
Feb; 18 Brewerton 25 Feb. 

Am. Black Duck: 55 WP 26 Dec; 54 Caz 30 
Dec; 40 OnonL 16 Jan. 

Mallard: 280 FH 17 Dec; max 800 OnonL 10 
Feb; 330 OswH 20 Feb. 

Am. Black Duck x Mallard: max 4 WP 3 Jan; 
singles at 2 other Iocs. 

N. Shoveler: 2 FH 17 Dec; max 11 UM 28 
Dec; none after Dec. 

N. Pintail: 8 WP 7 Dec; 5 Brewerton 25 Feb; 

21 Skan 26 Feb; max 300 W Loop Rd, MNWR 
27 Feb. 

Green-winged Teal: max 16 Kirkville 6 Dec; 8 
Canas 13 Dec; singles at 5 other Iocs. 

Redhead: 300 FH 5 Jan; max 430 OnonL 4 
Feb; 300 OswH 26 Feb. 

Canvasback: max 13 WP 26 Dec, OswH 27 
Feb; 11 OLC 21 Feb. 

Ring-necked Duck: 52 Const 26 Dec; 79 WP 
15-18 Dec; max 109 Hatch L 6 Jan. 

Greater Scaup: 210 Const 26 Dec; 200 FH 5 
Jan; max 300 OswH 21 - 28 Feb. 

Lesser Scaup: 14 Const 26 Dec; max 150 
OnonL 16 Jan; 26 OswH 27 Feb. 
Greater/Lesser Scaup: max 250 Const 26 Dec. 
Aythya species: max 350 OnonL 16 Jan. 

King Eider: f SSSP 6 - 31 Jan (WF, mob, ph). 


Surf Scoter: f DH 15 Dec; f Warren HERK 15 
Dec; m DH 3 Jan; only reports. 

White-winged Scoter: 28 DH 3 Dec; 12 FH 17 
Jan; max 35 OswH 21 Feb. 

Black Scoter: max 4 Port Ontario 23 Dec 
(KM); 2 OneiL 1 Jan (BP, KM); 2 DH 3 Jan 
(DW). 

Long-tailed Duck: max 350 DH 3 Jan; 105 FH 
12 Feb. 

Bufflehead: 31 Otisco Lake 5 Dec; max 45 FH 
17 Dec; 26 OneiL 9 Jan. 

Com. Goldeneye: 88 FH 14 Jan; 182 Otisco 
Lake 19 Jan; max 230 Brewerton 25 Feb. 
BARROW'S GOLDENEYE (R5): f 
Brewerton 2-9 Feb (BP, mob). 

Hooded Merganser: 95 Otisco Lake 5 Dec; 
max 98 DL 10 Dec; 178 New Woodstock CBC 
30 Dec, good number; 60 Belgium 22 Jan. 

Com. Merganser: 250 Fulton 23 Dec; max 550 
OnonL 4 Feb; 450 Phoenix 14 Feb. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 340 FH 24 
Dec; 250 OswH 15 Jan; 154 DH 27 Feb. 

Ruddy Duck: max 15 WP 2-19 Dec; 11 
BLNC 4 Dec; 5 OnonL 17 Jan; none after 17 
Jan. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: 2 TR 20 Dec; 2 Fulton 
15 Jan; singles in 5 other areas. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 4 Mexico 2 Jan, 1 Feb; 3 
Hamilton 7 Feb; most reports south & east of 
OneiL. 

Wild Turkey: 54 Little Falls 29 Dec; 48 
Manheim 6 Jan; max 72 SH 30 Jan. 
Red-throated Loon: max 8 OswH 12 Dec; 5 
Oswego 17 Dec; 3 SVB 26 Dec. 

Com. Loon: 5 FH 16 Dec; 3 OF CBC 19 Dec; 
max 9 OswH 17 Jan; 4 OnonL 16, 17 Jan. 
Pied-billed Grebe: 2 BLNC 2-21 Dec; max 4 
UM 20 Dec; 2 Belgium 29 Jan - 1 Feb. 

Horned Grebe: 4 DH 11 Dec; max 8 OnonL 
21 Jan; most reports from Lake Ontario. 
Red-necked Grebe: 2 OswH 7-20 Dec; WP 8 
Dec; Otisco Lake 27 Dec. 

EARED GREBE (R5): OswH 28 Jan - 2 Feb 
(MG, mob, ph), 12 th Reg rec, only 2 nd for 
Oswego. 

WESTERN GREBE: OswH 16-20 Dec (GD, 
mob, ph, NYSARC), 3 rd Reg rec, 1 st for winter. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 28 OswH 24 
Dec, 28 OnonL 1 Feb. 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN: OnonL 12 
- 25 Jan (RF, mob, ph), expired, 1 st Reg rec for 
winter, intro. 

Great Blue Heron: max 3 WP 26 Dec, 3 
OnonL 8-25 Jan. 
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HAWKS - LARIDS 

Turkey Vulture: max 28 Fayetteville 6 Dec, 
good number; arr Belgium 22 Feb. 

Golden Eagle: juv Norway 11 Dec (LH, EH), 
only rep. 

Bald Eagle: 6 Minetto 20 Jan; 6 Williamstown 
18 Feb; 8 OnonL 27 Feb; max 10 DH 27 - 28 
Feb. 

N. Harrier: max 2 Cicero 19 Dec; 2 
Mindenville, HERK 2 Jan; 2 Dolgeville 11 Jan; 
2 Fairfield 6 Feb. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: close to 45 reports of 
singles. 

Cooper's Hawk: about 100 reports of singles. 
N. Goshawk: SH 8 - 30 Dec (LS), only rep. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Georgetown 30 Dec 
(KRB), only rep. 

Red-tailed Hawk: 5 TR 13 Dec; 5 HI 14 Dec; 
ad Syr 3 Jan, shot, expired; max 35 DH 27 Feb. 
Rough-legged Hawk: max 3 SH 30 Dec - 10 
Feb; 2 Fairfield 30 Dec - 2 Feb; 2 Pulaski 28 
Feb; relatively scarce. 

Virginia Rail: DeWitt 7 Jan (BP). 

Am. Coot: 16 UM 20 Dec; max 35 Skan 13 
Jan; 13 OnonL 17 Jan. 

Killdeer: arr SFNS 23 Feb; Fully 25 Feb; only 
reports. 

Dunlin: FH 7 Jan (JB); Port Ontario 17 Jan 
(KM, WF). 

Purple Sandpiper: FH 6 Dec (GD), only 
report. 

Wilson's Snipe: TR 7-9 Dec (GD), only 
report. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: ad DH 3 Dec (BP); 2 
imm DH 15 Dec (DW, BP); imm DH 3 Jan 
(DW). 

Bonaparte's Gull: 50 OnonL 10 Dec; 41 FH 

16 Dec; max 140 South Bay, OneiL 27 Dec 
(KM); none after 15 Jan. 

Iceland Gull: 2 MCL 29 Dec - 2 Feb; 2 OswH 

17 Jan; max 3 DB 6 Feb, 3 OnonL 8 Feb; 2 
OneiL 6 Feb. 

Ring-billed Gull: 1033 DH 15 Dec; max 2000 
OnonL 19 Dec. 

Herring Gull: max 100 VBSP 26 Dec; 850 
MCL 29 Dec. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 2 OneiL 6 Feb 
(DW); singles at six Iocs. 

Glaucous Gull: max 2 Oswego 17 Jan, 2 
OnonL 7-19 Feb; singles at 6 other Iocs. 

Great Black-backed Gull: 50 VBSP 26 Dec; 
max 75 OneiL 6 Feb; 50 OnonL 18 Feb. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Rock Pigeon: 220 Pheonix 15 Jan; 240 
Brewerton 26 Jan; max 367 Cicero 26 Jan. 


Mourning Dove: max 96 Dolgeville 18 Jan; 55 
Const 15 Feb. 

E. Screech-Owl: max 4 Skan 3 Jan; 2 
Baltimore Woods 3 Jan; singles at 6 other Iocs. 
Great Horned Owl: 2 Manlius 13 Dec - 19 
Feb; 2 Mexico 25 Dec; 2 Hannibal 23 Feb; 2 
Skan 3 Jan; 2 TR 4 Feb; 2 Erieville 14 Jan - 6 
Feb; pair SNC 28 Feb, nesting in heron 
rookery; widespread reports of singles. 

Snowy Owl: Waterville 2 Dec; max 3 OswH 16 
Dec; Fulton 17 Dec; Syr Airport 29 Dec - 3 
Jan; last Port Ontario 9 Feb. 

Barred Owl: 2 New Haven 6 Jan; 2 Port 
Ontario 28 Feb; singles at 9 other Iocs. 
Long-eared Owl: Syr 18 Jan (JLu), only rep. 
Short-eared Owl: Verona 1 Jan; TR 6-7 Jan; 
Bville 7 Jan; max 2 Manheim, HERK 17 Jan, 
one thru 20 Jan; only reports. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: Mexico 9 Dec (WF); 
Oswego 20 Dec (KM, WF); Manlius 5 Feb 
(AB1); only reports. 

Belted Kingfisher: 2 UM 20 - 28 Dec; 2 
Dewitt 9-16 Jan; 2 WP 21 Feb. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Scriba 17 Jan-21 
Feb; FH 21 Feb (DW). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: 5 GLSP 5 Dec; max 
7 Memphis 4 Feb. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: max 2 GLSP 20 
Feb; singles 5 other Iocs. 

Downy Woodpecker: max 10 HI 14 Dec. 
Hairy Woodpecker: max 4 SH 2 Dec, 4 TR 23 
Dec. 

N. Flicker: max 4 HI 14 - 26 Dec, 4 GLSP 19 
Dec; widespread reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: 4 GLSP 6 Dec; max 8 
HI 26 Dec. 

Am. Kestrel: max 2 Mexico 7 Dec; widespread 
reports of singles. 

Merlin: 2 Tully 2 Feb; max 3 Syr 9 Feb; 2 DH 
28 Feb; pairs reported setting up territories. 
Peregrine Falcon: pairs hold territory Syr & 
Utica thru; OswH 29 Jan; Fulton 19 Feb; 
Phoenix 28 Feb. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

N. Shrike: TR 8 Dec - 28 Feb; singles in 
expected areas, low numbers. 

Blue Jay: 24 Williamstown 5 Feb; 35 Taberg 6 
Feb. 

Am. Crow: 1500 Utica 15 Feb; max 6250 Syr 
19 Dec; 4452 DH 28 Feb. 

Fish Crow: Skan 3 Jan; max 7 OnonL 16 Jan. 
Com. Raven: max 8 Norway 13 Dec; 4 
Erieville 31 Jan; 4 Const 26 Dec; 4 Hast 29 
Feb. 

Horned Lark: 50 Fabius 23 Jan; max 85 SH 25 
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Jan; 40 Skan 20 Feb. 

Black-capped Chickadee: max 34 Osw 17 
Dec; 33 Memphis 4 Feb. 

Tufted Titmouse: max 8 DH 20 Dec, 8 
Memphis 4 Feb, 8 Chittenango 12 Feb. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 7 Highland 
Forest 13 Dec, 7 OF 7 Feb. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: 7 TR 13 Dec; max 

13 HI 14 Dec; 7 Fayetteville 19 Dec; 9 CM 7 
Jan. 

Brown Creeper: max 3 TR 13 Dec, 3 Mexico 
23 Dec, 3 OnonL 16 Jan; 3 DH 17 Jan. 

Winter Wren: max 2 Mexico 23 Dec; singles 
at 4 other Iocs. 

Marsh Wren: CM 17 Dec (DN!), rare in 
winter. 

Carolina Wren: 2 Manlius 14-31 Dec; max 3 
Camillus 12 Feb; fairly widespread reports of 
singles. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 4 TR 13 Dec; max 

14 Williamstown 26 Dec; 4 OF 7 Feb. 

E. Bluebird: 15 Williamstown 13 Dec; max 17 
TR 24 Dec. 

Hermit Thrush: max 2 RCFS 17 Dec, only 
loc. 

Am. Robin: 110 SFNS 12 Dec; max 300 
Sterling Nature Center 26 Dec. 

Gray Catbird: Oswego 17 Dec - 17 Jan; SFNS 
4 Jan; Elbridge 8 Jan; only reports. 

N. Mockingbird: 2 Elbridge 8 Dec; 2 OswH 16 
Dec; 2 Skan 18 Jan; max 3 GLSP 7 Feb. 
European Starling: 1100 Tully 7 Jan; max 
2000 DB 22 Jan. 

Bohemian Waxwing: Oswego 7 Dec; max 42 
SSSP 22 Feb; several more reports from 
vicinity of SSSP. 

Cedar Waxwing: 70 TR 19 Dec; 80 SFNS 9 
Feb; max 160 SSSP 17 Feb. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: Big Moose, HERK 31 
Dec; Manlius 4 Jan; max 3 Fabius 23 Jan; SH 
25 Jan; Mexico 28 Jan; Pulaski 28 Jan - 20 
Feb. 

Snow Bunting: max 120 OswH 5 Jan; 75 
Bouckville 13 Feb; 80 Fabius 18 Feb. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 4 RCFS 17 
Dec; last 17 Jan, same loc. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: 2 SH 8 Dec (LS), only report. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: 56 Oswego 17 Dec; max 
58 Dolgeville 23 Feb. 


Chipping Sparrow: Verona 1 Jan (BB, MV), 
only report. 

Field Sparrow: SH 30 Dec (BP, KM); 

Memphis 4 Feb (KB); only reports. 

Fox Sparrow: 2 SH 8 Dec (LS); Middleville 12 
Feb (STS); only reports. 

Song Sparrow: max 7 DB 22 Jan; 5 Fairfield 
11 Feb. 

Swamp Sparrow: 3 Osw 17 Dec, only report. 
White-throated Sparrow: max 25 SFNS 12 
Dec; 23 Fayetteville 19 Dec. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Skan 24 Jan; 
Marcellus 12 Feb, one other report. 

Dark-eyed Junco: 38 Mindenville, HERK 2 
Jan; 31 Sterling 14 Jan. 

SUMMER TANAGER: f Const 30 Dec - 5 Jan 
(WF, ph, NYSARC), 6 th Reg rec, 1 st for winter. 
N. Cardinal: max 21 Cicero 15 Feb; 17 
Camillus 16 Feb; 17 CM 22 Feb. 

DICKCISSEL (R5): Fulton 16 Jan - 2 Feb 
(GD, ph, mob). 

Red-winged Blackbird: 70 DB 12 Dec; max 
711 TR 29 Feb; singles and small flocks thru. 

E. Meadowlark: Mindenville HERK 2 Jan, 
only report. 

Com. Grackle: 8 DeWitt 16 Jan; 40 Weedsport 
28 Feb; max 150 TR 29 Feb. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 103 Salisbury 30 
Dec; 200 DB 31 Dec; max 210 Clinton 29 Jan; 
large flocks overwinter. 

Purple Finch: 20 SH 7 Jan; 8 Wilmurt 8 Feb; 
max 38 Fabius 21 Feb; 31 Dolgeville 24 Feb; 
many reports of mostly small flocks. 

House Finch: 23 SH 5 Dec; max 26 Phoenix 
10 Dec. 

Red Crossbill: 5 OF 7 Feb; max 8 Atwell, 
HERK 20 Feb; all sightings from n. HERK. 
Com. Redpoll: max 5 Pulaski 17 Feb; 4 SSSP 
27 - 28 Feb; very few reports. 

Pine Siskin: 40 SH 30 Dec; 40 BLNC 15-18 
Feb; max 50 SSSP 28 Feb. 

Am. Goldfinch: 120 Cazenovia 30 Dec; 120 
Mexico 9 Feb; max 127 Dolgeville 19-25 Feb. 
Evening Grosbeak: Deruyter 30 Dec; Norway 
21 Dec; 3 Fairfield 29 Dec. 

House Sparrow: max 60 OnonL 19 Dec, 60 
Belgium 22 Jan. 

DOMESTICS 

Graylag Goose: max 5 West Eaton, MADI thru 
(mob). 

Muscovy Duck: 8 Salisbury 27 Feb. 
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REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 

98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@yahoo.com 

Winter was mild and with much less snow than normal. December was 
especially warm, with high temperatures exceeding 50° F on 12 days and a 
maximum of 67° on 14 December. January and February were cooler but mostly 
mild, with daytime highs mostly in the 20s and 30s interspersed with periodic 
brief cold snaps during which temperatures were closer to normal. The most 
sustained cold of the season occurred 11-14 February, culminating in the coldest 
night of the year on the 14 th , when the temperature dropped to -37° in 
Watertown, which is about as cold at it typically gets in Jefferson County. 
Snowfall was light all season, but freezing rain was a regular occurrence 
although there were no major storms. 

Waterfowl diversity was better than most years, although maximum counts 
for some of the most common species were modest. The Snow Goose migration 
has been occurring progressively later in the year for more than a decade, but 
was especially late this winter, largely occurring during the last few days of 
December and first week of January. Until recently Snow Geese were unheard 
of after December. Rare geese included a single Cackling Goose and two reports 
of Greater White-fronted Goose. Impressive numbers of waterfowl congregated 
in Black River Bay during December, including an apparent Regional record 
count of 1150 Tundra Swans on 19 December. More than 5000 Greater Scaup 
were on Black River Bay that day as well, more than have been observed here in 
several years. Among the more significant duck reports were a single female 
King Eider at Montario Point 15 January and at least two different Barrow’s 
Goldeneye at Fisher’s Landing. 

Several species of waterbird were present in above average and perhaps 
unprecedented numbers, most notably Common Loon, with more than 25 
reports, many of multiple individuals. The four reports each of Red-throated 
Loon and Red-necked Grebe is above average. An immature Great Cormorant 
was in the St. Lawrence River in Massena on 6 December. 

Except for Bald Eagle, which was widespread, raptor numbers were rather 
low. It was yet another poor year for Rough-legged Hawk, and Red-tailed Hawk 
numbers were down as well. Cooper’s Hawks were among the bright spots as 
they seemed to be everywhere this winter, although I suspect many were 
misidentified as Sharp-shinned Hawks by some observers based on eBird data, 
which showed nearly identical numbers of Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks. 
By contrast a survey of a few of the most experienced birders in Region 6 
suggests that Cooper’s actually outnumbered Sharpies by 4 or 5 to 1. 

A late Dunlin at Coles Creek State Park on 6 December was a welcome 
sight in a Region where any shorebird in winter is noteworthy. It was a rather 
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strange winter for gulls. Unlike most years, Ring-billed Gulls persisted 
throughout the winter, especially near Lake Ontario where they were relatively 
common. White-winged gulls were tough to find, especially Iceland Gull for 
which there was just one report. Glaucous Gulls also seemed to be scarce, 
although there were a few reports of multiple individuals from Hawkins Point. 

Snowy Owls were much scarcer than the previous two winters and were 
tough to find away from western Jefferson County. It was also a modest year for 
wintering Short-eared Owls, although a few individuals apparently made it 
through the winter. Eastern Screech-, Long-eared, and Saw-whet Owls were all 
reported, something that doesn’t occur most seasons. 

The rarest bird of the season was a Varied Thrush that visited a Canton 
feeder briefly each day from early January through the end of the period. The 
homeowners didn’t wish to have the bird advertised, but a few Canton-area 
birders were lucky enough to see it. Another surprise was a Boreal Chickadee 
that appeared at a Fort Drum feeder for a few days in January. Otherwise 
passerine highlights included more half-hardies than usual, most notably Winter 
Wrens at three locations, a Hermit Thrush at Lakeview WMA, a Nashville 
Warbler at Upper and Lower Lakes WMA, a Fox Sparrow at Perch River 
WMA, and a White-crowned Sparrow and an Eastern Meadowlark on Point 
Peninsula. 

Bohemian Waxwings and most species of irruptive finch were present this 
winter, but mostly in small numbers. Scattered flocks of Bohemian Waxwings 
were present in central and northern St. Lawrence County but were scarcely 
reported elsewhere. Unlike the past few winters, Purple Finches were fairly 
common throughout the winter. Red Crossbills apparently nested in southern St. 
Lawrence County, but the few reports I received lacked details. A flock of 18 
Pine Grosbeaks at Wilson Hill WMA on 31 January and six White-winged 
Crossbills at Upper and Lower Lakes WMA on 28 February were the only 
reports for these species. Common Redpolls were nearly as scarce, with one 
flock of 70 at Coles Creek State Park on 17 January and just three other reports 
at feeders. 

For the season I received reports of 124 species, the highest winter tally in 
at least a decade and beating the species total from the winter of 2011-12, 
another unusually warm winter, by just one species. This season’s tally was 
certainly a product of a mild winter, but also of the continuing increase in the 
number of birders regularly submitting checklists to eBird from nearly all 
portions of Region 6. The highlight of the season was certainly the Varied 
Thrush, although it’s unfortunate that so few were able to see it. Perhaps the 
biggest disappointment was the scarcity of finches in a year when nearly every 
species of irruptive finch came south to some degree. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Patricia Aitken, Jim & Marsha Akins, John Barthelme, Adam Bleau, Jeff 
Bolsinger, Richard & Marion Brouse, Carol Cady, Allison Deshane, Benjamin 
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Dixon, Lee Ellsworth, Doug & Ann Emlin, Michael Greenwald, Tom Langen, 
Tim Lenz, Nick Leone, Richard MacDonald, Daniel Miller, Ellen Miller, 
Elizabeth Morgan, Cody Nichols, Bill Purcell, Mandi Roggie, Robert Scranton, 
Antony Shrimpton, Gerry Smith, Mary Beth Warburton, Hans van der Zweep. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

BI - Barnhart I, T Massena; BRB - Black River Bay; BRV - Black River 
Valley; CCSP - Coles Creek SP; CPSP - Cedar Pt SP; CV - T Cape Vincent; 
FD - Fort Drum Military Reservation; FL - Fisher’s Landing, T Alexandria; 
GPSP - Grass Pt SP; HH - Henderson Harbor; HP - Hawkins Pt, T Massena; 
ICNC - Indian Creek Nature Center, T Canton; KC - Kelsey Creek, T 
Watertown; LWMA - Lakeview WMA; MP - Montario Pt, T Ellisburg; PilPt - 
Pillar Pt; PRWMA - Perch River WMA; PtPen - Pt Peninsula; PtSal - Pt 
Salubrious; RWSP - Robert G. Wehle SP; SBSP - Southwick Beach SP; SLR - 
St. Lawrence Ri; SLV - St. Lawrence Valley; StPt - Stony Pt, T Henderson; 
ULLWMA - Upper & Lower Lakes WMA; WI - Wellesley I; WHWMA - 
Wilson Hill WMA. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: 2 ICNC 12 
Dec (JB); 2 CV 20 Dec (DM, ph). 

Snow Goose: bulk of the “fall” migration 30 
Dec to 9 Jan, late; max 5000 T Ellisburg 31 
Dec. 

Cackling Goose: CV 20-26 Dec (TLe, NL), 
only report. 

Mute Swan: max 21 GPSP 31 Jan. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 19 ULLWMA 12 Dec; 
12 additional reports from PRWMA & Lake 
Ontario shoreline. 

Tundra Swan: max 1150 BRB 26 Dec (JB), 
Reg record high. 

Gadwall: max 104 PRWMA 19 Dec. 

Am. Wigeon: max 3 SBSP 20 Dec; last T 
Orleans 24 Jan. 

Am. Black Duck: max 185 BRB 26 Dec. 
Mallard: max 285 BRB 19 Dec, low. 

N. Shoveler: 5 BRB 19 Dec (JB); ULLWMA 
22 Dec (RM); rare in winter. 

N. Pintail: max 7 BRB 19 Dec; 7 other reports. 
Green-winged Teal: ULLWMA 21 & 22 Dec 
(RM); PtSal 9Jan (CN); only reports. 
Canvasback: max 9 BRB 19 Dec; 10 other 
reports. 

Redhead: max 330 RWSP 25 Jan. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 90 PRWMA 19 Dec; 
StPt 31 Jan to 2 Feb, only reports after Dec. 
Greater Scaup: max 5400 BRB 19 Dec. 
Lesser Scaup: max 15 PRWMA 20 Dec. 

King Eider: f MP 15 Jan (JB), only report. 


Surf Scoter: HH & MP 15 Jan, only reports. 
White-winged Scoter: max 59 HH 9 Jan. 

Black Scoter: PtPen 30-31 Jan & FL 8 Jan, 
only reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 620 MP 15 Jan, low 
for such a mild winter. 

Bufflehead: max 125 WI 2 Jan, high. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 550 WI 2 Jan. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: f FL 12 Jan to 28 Feb 
(NL, JB, RB); 1 st win m FL 28 Feb (NL). 
Hooded Merganser: max 16 BI 3 Dec. 

Hooded Merganser X Com. Goldeneye: m & 
f FL 12 Jan to early Feb (NL). 

Com. Merganser: max 750 PilPt 5 Jan; high 
count 310 CCSP 17 Jan, low. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 481 CV 26 
Dec. 

Ruddy Duck: FL 22 Jan (NL); StPt 31 Jan 
(AS); only reports. 

Red-throated Loon: HH 1 Dec; StPt 4 Dec; 
BRB 19 & 26 Dec; only reports. 

Com. Loon: max 7 CV 25 Jan (DM), high; 27+ 
reports more than usual. 

Horned Grebe: max 7 StPt 12 Dec. 
Red-necked Grebe: 2 BI 6 Dec; HH & StPt 13 
-26 Jan; PtPen 20 Jan; CPSP 30 Jan; more than 
usual. 

Double-crested Cormorant: lastHH 15 Jan. 
GREAT CORMORANT (R6): immature BI 6 
Dec (JB). 

Great Blue Heron: last KC 15 Feb. 
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Turkey Vulture: T Brownville 26 Dec (LE, 
ph), rare in winter; arr T Croghan & T Leray 26 
Feb. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Bald Eagle: 85 reports to eBird; widespread. 

N. Harrier: many Dec to early Jan; scarce after 
15 Jan. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: 15 reports to eBird of 
which many suspected to be Cooper’s Hawks. 
Cooper’s Hawk: 15 reports to ebird. 

N. Goshawk: imm T Canton 21 Dec. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: T Parishville 15 Dec 
(DE, AE, ph), rare but possibly increasing in 
winter. 

Red-tailed Hawk: fewer than most winters. 
Rough-legged Hawk: mostly 1-4/day in 
favored locations; max 12 Line Road T Lisbon 
& Oswegatchie 21 Jan; another poor year. 
Golden Eagle: PRWMA 4 Dec (AB). 

Am. Coot: PilPt 6 Jan (AB); CV 15 Jan (NL); 
only reports. 

Dunlin: last CCSP 6 Dec (JB), late. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: max 39 BRB 26 Dec. 

Little Gull: PilPt 7 Dec (NL), only report. 
Ring-billed Gull: small numbers persisted 
Lake Ontario & SLR thru. 

Herring Gull: max 230 BI 6 Dec. 

Iceland Gull: BI 7 Dec, only report! 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 3 reports BRB & 
Chaumont Bay 24-26 Dec. 

Glaucous Gull: max 10 HP 22 Jan. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 225 HP 23 
Jan. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

E. Screech-Owl: 2 reports NW JEFF. 

Snowy Owl: many reports 1-2 W JEFF & 

BRV, scarce elsewhere; many fewer than 
previous 2 winters. 

Long-eared Owl: T Potsdam 24 Dec, only 
report. 

Short-eared Owl: 2-7/day CV thru; T Colton 2 
Feb; 4 reports elsewhere W JEFF late Dec & 
Jan. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 2 PtPen 27 Dec. 

Belted Kingfisher: last FL 25 Jan. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: none FD, 1 st winter 
since 2011-12. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: 35 reports to eBird 
mostly W JEFF but several T Canton. 

N. Flicker: max 8 PtPen 25 Dec; 22 other 
reports mostly W JEFF and T Massena. 

Am. Kestrel: 21 reports mostly Dec but at least 
two late Feb suggesting winter survivors. 


Merlin: 6 reports, below average for recent 
winters. 

Peregrine Falcon: T Hammond 19 Jan, only 
report away from T Massena & T Louisville 
where resident. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

N. Shrike: 15 reports; scarce for 2 nd 
consecutive year. 

Horned Lark: max 300+ CV Feb (GS). 

Boreal Chickadee: at FD feeder 5 Jan (EMo). 
Tufted Titmouse: about 50 reports mostly T 
Watertown & Lake Ontario shore but 5 reports 
SLV. 

Carolina Wren: ICNC 22 Dec; T Croghan 14 
& 20 Feb; only reports. 

Winter Wren: StPt 20 Dec (TL); MP 29 Jan 
(NL); ULLWMA 7 Feb (JB); rare in winter. 

E. Bluebird: 8 rep Lake Ontario shore & 5 rep 
central SLV. 

Hermit Thrush: LWMA 17 Jan (TL); T 
Canton late Jan (MG); rare in winter. 

Am. Robin: max 585 KC 9 Feb; good numbers 
T Watertown, Lake Ontario shore, and SLR 
thru. 

VARIED THRUSH: T Canton feeder early Jan 
thru (JA, MA, ph), intro. 

Bohemian Waxwing: 20 reports N STLA 
where max 140 T Madrid 7 Feb; 2 MP 15 Jan & 
72 T Lowville 8 Feb, only reports outside 
STLA. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 150 StPt 20 Dec, where 
relatively common thru; mostly scarce 
elsewhere. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: 8 widely scattered reports; 
max 6 CV 4 Jan. 

Snow Bunting: max 1000 CV Jan (GS). 
Nashville Warbler: ULLWMA 21 Dec (RM!), 
rare in winter. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 3 reports T 
Henderson, where max 4 StPt 28 Feb; 
apparently wintered StPt in small numbers. 

SPARROWS - WEAVERS 

Am. Tree Sparrow: max 48 PtPen 22 Jan. 

Fox Sparrow: PRWMA 28 Feb (JB), rare in 
winter. 

Song Sparrow: more than 20 reports of up to 
10/day, more than usual. 

White-throated Sparrow: 50+ reports of up to 
10/day, good numbers. 

White-crowned Sparrow: PtPen 22 Jan (BP), 
rare in winter. 
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Dark-eyed Junco: 250+ plus reports including 
many groups 10-35, more than usual. 
Red-winged Blackbird: 12 reports more than 
usual; max 10 T Croghan 29 Feb, may be early 
migrants. 

E. Meadowlark: sev rep PtPen to 22 Jan. 

Com. Grackle: 3 reports, scarce. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 4 reports, max 5 
Ogdensburg 14 Feb. 

Pine Grosbeak: 18 WHWMA 31 Jan (HVZ), 
only report. 

Purple Finch: 50+ reports; max 32 T Colton 29 
Jan; more than most recent winters. 


Red Crossbill: sev rep Adirondacks lacked 
details; 5 T Potsdam 24 Dec (PA), only report 
outside Adirondacks. 

White-winged Crossbill: 6 ULLWMA 28 Feb 
(JB), only report. 

Com. Redpoll: 70 CCSP 17 Jan; only 3 other 
reports of 1-2 at feeders. 

Pine Siskin: many reports of up to 45 at 
feeders. 

Evening Grosbeak: max 11 T Stockholm 
feeder 2 Jan. 


REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


No report was received this season. 


REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 
Tom Williams 

153A Consaul R<±, Albany, NY 12205 

trwdsd@fastmail.fm 

In Region 8, Winter 2015-2016 will long be remembered for being remarkably 
warm and snow-free, with bare ground and unfrozen water the rule rather than 
the exception. At Albany, December 2015 averaged 13.3° F above normal; not a 
misprint, as fourteen days had a high temperature of 50° or more, and only nine 
nights fell below freezing. Rivers, lakes, and ponds remained largely ice-free, 
with 3.67" of precipitation falling as rain for the most part and only 2.2" of 
measurable snow. 24 December may well have been the warmest day in 
Albany’s recorded meteorological winter (Dec.-Feb.) history, with a high 
temperature of 72° and a daily mean 32° above normal. January remained warm 
at 5.1° above the norm, and dry with only 1.24" of precipitation, nearly all in the 
form of rain. Only 3.3" of snow fell in January, and the ground remained bare 
for the most part. February had a warm start and finish but also the first real cold 
spell mid-month. 13-15 February all had below 0° minima, hitting -13°F on the 
14 th at Albany. Nevertheless, the month averaged 4.7° above normal. 
Precipitation was well above normal, too, at 4.07", which was nearly two inches 
more than usual. Snowfall was only 4.8", and a snow depth of an inch or more 
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was only recorded on four days during the month. The cold spell did finally 
freeze over many bodies of water, but heavy rain and warmer temperatures 
towards the end of the month quickly began to open them up again. 

Some highlights from the Christmas Bird Count season included: On 15 
December, Palm Warbler and Virginia Rail, both at RamsHorn-Livingston 
Sanctuary in Catskill, Green County, on the Catskill-Coxsackie CBC. On 19 
December, Common Yellowthroat at U. of Albany, Albany County, on the 
Schenectady CBC. On 20 December, American Woodcock and Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet at Schodack Island SP, Rennselaer County, on the Albany CBC, and 
eight American Pipits and a Pine Warbler near Saratoga Springs, Saratoga 
County, on the Saratoga CBC at a very late date for both species. And on 2 
January, Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush, White-crowned Sparrow, Common 
Redpoll, and a Lark Sparrow discovered near Brunswick, Rennselaer County, 
found by Naomi Lloyd and her field party on the Troy CBC. Photos of the Lark 
Sparrow were submitted with an eBird checklist summarizing their sector effort. 

2 January was also Snow Goose migration day, with flocks finally heading 
southbound throughout the day. Many observers noted several thousand geese 
overhead, moving in wave after wave, continuing throughout the day. 

On 8 January a report of Red Crossbills was received from Rensselaerville 
SF in Albany County. The birds had been present for some time, and some 
indications of breeding behavior were noted. Many observers ventured to the 
area, and, as of the end of February, as many as eight or more were still present. 
Many thanks to T. Lloyd Williams for alerting the local birding community and 
for his faithful monitoring of the status of the crossbills. It will be interesting to 
see what transpires in the coming months. 

At Bell’s Pond, near Livingston, Columbia County, Richard Nord observed 
five Tundra Swans on 11 January, quite unusual for the middle of winter. 
Another Regionally rare sighting was reported by Jamie Glydon on 7 February 
in three Sandhill Cranes on a private farm in Halfmoon, Saratoga County. 

The three winter-visitant gull species seemed to occur in smaller numbers 
this season, with reports of Lesser Black-backed Gull, Iceland Gull, and 
Glaucous Gull mostly confined to a few locations in the Cohoes-Crescent 
corridor along the Mohawk River between Albany and Saratoga Counties. The 
frequent lack of a substantial ice cover along the river may have been a factor. 

Bruce Dudek continued to monitor a now long-staying immature Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker near his home in Colonie, Albany County. The bird was 
last seen in mid-February; hopefully it will stay in the area into the breeding 
season. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Larry Alden, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, Mike Birmingham, 
Matt Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, Steve Chorvas, 
Jeremy Collison, Bill Cook, Alan Devoe Bird Club recent sightings, Amanda 
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Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Lindsey Duval, Larry Federman, Debra 
Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Jamie Glydon, Bernie & Chris 
Grossman, Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, David 
Harrison, Ron Harrower, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, Bill Lee, 
Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh McBride, Thom 
McClenahan, Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, Frank Murphy, Jenny 
Murtaugh, Richard Nord, Ellen Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal Reilly, 
John Roosenberg, Jeanette Roundy, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz-Weinstein, 
Marian Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison Van Keuren, 
Phil Whitney, Tom & Colleen Williams, Donna Wright, Will Yandik, Robert 
Yunick. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


APBP - Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR - Alcove Res, ALBA; BCM - 
Black Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR - Basic Creek Res, ALBA; BMB - Bog 
Meadow Brook Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP - Coxsackie Creek Grasslands 
Preserve, GREE; CF - Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL - Collins L, SCHE; CRM - 
Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FR - Five Rivers Environmental Education Center, 
ALBA; FtEG - Ft. Edward Grasslands, WASH; FV - Franklinton Vlaie, SCHO; 
HP - Huyck Preserve, ALBA; OCA - Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; 
PRWMA - Partridge Run WMA, ALBA; SNHP - Saratoga National Historical 
Park, SARA; TR - Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP - Vischer Ferry Nature 
& Historic Preserve, SARA; WMP - Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, 
COLU. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: max 5600 Troy CBC RENN 2 
Jan. 

Cackling Goose: Coming Preserve ALBA 9 
Jan (TL); max 2 Ft Plain MONT 20 Jan (LBH); 
Ft Miller WASH 11 Feb (TW). 

Tundra Swan: 5 Bells Pond, Livingston 
COLU 11 Jan (RN), uncommon. 

Wood Duck: max 14 Schodack RLNN 24 Feb. 
Gadwall: max 59 Stanton Pond ALBA 23 Dec. 
Am. Wigeon: max 35 Stanton Pond ALBA 9 
Dec. 

N. Shoveler: Guilderland ALBA 1 Jan.; 

Stanton Pond ALBA 2 Jan., late. 

N. Pintail: max 50 Schodack RENN 25 Feb. 
Green-winged Teal: max 6 Schodack RLNN 
26 Feb. 

Canvasback: max 4 Saratoga L SARA 19 Dec. 
Redhead: 7 reports 5 Dec- 27 Feb. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 850 Loughberry L 
SARA 5 Dec. 

Greater Scaup: max 45 Loughberry L SARA 5 
Dec. 


Lesser Scaup: max 375 Loughberry L SARA 
24 Dec. 

Black Scoter: Green I ALBA 7 Jan. 
Long-tailed Duck: 3 reports 5 Dec - 4 Feb. 
Bufllehead: max 120 Saratoga L SARA 12 
Dec. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 275 Saratoga L SARA 
19 Dec. 

Hooded Merganser: max 250 Galway L 
SARA 9 Dec. 

Red-breasted Merganser: 3 reports 12 Dec - 
19 Feb. 

Ruddy Duck: max 135 Copake L RENN 24 
Dec. 

Wild Turkey: max 132 Valley Falls RENN 9 
Jan. 

Red-throated Loon: Blenheim Gilboa Upper 
Res SCHO 10 Dec; AR 3 Jan 
Horned Grebe: 2 reports 5 Dec -17 Dec. 
Red-necked Grebe: 2 reports 5 Dec - 20 Jan. 
Double-crested Cormorant: last South Bay 
WASH 25 Dec. 
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HAWKS - LARIDS 

Black Vulture: max 44 HVCC campus RENN 
9 Feb. 

Turkey Vulture: last Westmere ALBA 13 
Dec; arr Glenmont ALBA 20 Feb. 

Golden Eagle: 9 reports 4 Dec - 22 Feb. 

N. Harrier: max 10 FtEG21 Feb. 

Virginia Rail: RamsHom-Livingston 
Sanctuary GREE 15 Dec, late. 

Am. Coot: AR 24 Jan., late. 

SANDHILL CRANE (R8): 3 Halfmoon 
SARA 7 Feb (JG), regionally rare. 

Killdeer: arr Selkirk ALBA 25 Feb. 

Am. Woodcock: Schodack I SP RENN 20 Dec, 
late. 

Iceland Gull: max 2 Cohoes ALBA 30 Dec - 
26 Feb. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 2 Cohoes 
ALBA 28 Dec - 14 Feb. 

Glaucous Gull: arr The Crossings ALBA 4 
Dec. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Snowy Owl: 5 reports 2 Dec - 9 Jan. 
Short-eared Owl: max 4 FtEG 18 Dec. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 2 reports 2 Jan - 30 Jan. 
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (R8): Old 
Valley Rd., Colonie ALBA 11 Dec -12 Feb., 
continuing regional rarity 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

E. Phoebe: 5R 4 Dec - 17 Jan., late. 

N. Shrike: arr T Broome SCHO 4 Dec. 

Horned Lark: max 270 FtEG 30 Dec. 

Am. Pipit: 3 reports 20 Dec - 28 Feb. 
Bohemian Waxwing: max 6 Hague WARR 23 
Jan. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 80 FR 20 Dec. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: 2 reports 2 Jan - 13 Jan. 
Snow Bunting: max 150 Northumberland 
SARA 2 Jan. 

Com. Yellowthroat: U Albany ALBA 14 Dec - 
24 Dec (TL), late. 

Pine Warbler: Saratoga CBC SARA 20 Dec 
(SM), late. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 4 reports 5 Dec - 24 
Jan. 

SPARROWS - WEAVERS 

LARK SPARROW: Troy CBC Brunswick 
RENN 2 Jan (NL), NYSARC, intro 
Fox Sparrow: 3 reports 14 Dec - 6 Jan. 
White-crowned Sparrow: 2 reports 18 Feb - 
21 Feb. 

Vesper Sparrow: 2 Ft. Plain CBC MONT 2 
Jan. 

Red Crossbill: Rensselaerville SF ALBA 8 Jan 
- 28 Feb, breeding behavior. 


REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 
Michael Bochnik 

70 Hutchinson Boulevard, Mt Vernon, NY 10552 

BochnikM@cs.com 

December was the warmest on record. Poughkeepsie averaged 44.3° F, an 
incredible 13.2° above normal. There were 22 days where the high was 50° or 
more, six days 60° or higher, and 24 December had a high of 72°. Precipitation 
was slightly above normal at 3.9", all in the form of rain. White Plains only saw 
six days with lows below freezing; 29 December was the coldest with only a low 
of 28°. As expected, most ponds and lakes remained unfrozen. 

January was also warm, and averaged 5.9° above normal. Poughkeepsie 
saw only 1.2" of precipitation, and without any accumulating inches of snow. A 
major snow storm on 23 January that affected the mid-Atlantic and Northeast 
states only had impacts on the southern half of Region 9. Westchester had up to 


The Kingbird 2016 June; 66 (2) 


153 



24" of snow, Rockland up to 17", Orange and Putnam up to 12". Snowfall was 
absent to the north just past the Dutchess County line. Above-average 
temperatures followed, and the snow cover mostly disappeared within a week. 

February was also warm, with twelve days being 50° or warmer and seven 
days 60° and over. A night of subzero temperatures did arrive mid-month on the 
morning of 14 February. Poughkeepsie dipped to -6°. Ponds froze momentarily 
but unfroze when the temperature rose to 58° two days later. The month 
averaged 5.8° warmer than normal, with 4.5" of precipitation. 

There were numerous reports for both Greater White-fronted Goose and 
Cackling Goose and sites included most of the counties. The overall population 
of Greater White-fronted Goose is up. The Cackling Goose numbers are due to 
more knowledgeable birders, but I still caution against runt or small forms of 
Canada Geese. More photographs are being shared which show many of these 
reports are correct. Canvasback numbers were way down in December, with 
lows and misses for many Christmas Bird Counts. The numbers did pick up a bit 
when normal cold weather finally arrived in January. Many of the other pond 
ducks overwinter in the southern part of Region 9, but the warm season saw 
more reports further north than normal due to the open water. 

John Haas found and photographed an adult WESTERN GREBE off 
Piermont Pier 7 January. Getting the word out, a number of birders got to view 
the bird. The bird was present until 10 January and was last seen far out from the 
pier. 

A couple of Ospreys returned much earlier than normal, with two sightings 
at the end of February. A “Western” Red-tailed Hawk was discovered by Steve 
Sachs along Skinners Lane in the Black Dirt region of Orange County on 7 
January. Photos of the bird were shared with Jerry Ligouri and he confirmed that 
it is a rufous morph of the subspecies calurus. Linda Scrima relocated the bird 
the following day. At least seven Golden Eagles were in the Dover Plains region 
of Dutchess County in late January, a high number for recent years. 

A Common Gallinule found on the last day of December in Amenia was 
Dutchess County’s second winter record. 

A Black-headed Gull was once again found on Premium Mill Pond in 
New Rochelle on 2 January and was seen again on 26 January and 6 February. 
This could be the same bird that appear here last year. Laughing Gulls lingered 
in Long Island Sound from December to as late as 20 January. These sightings 
are the first January records for Westchester County. 

Anne Swaim found a light morph GYRFALCON along the entrance road 
of the Shawangunk Grasslands National Wildlife Refuge on 25 December. It 
was relocated just south in Blue Chip Farm later in the day. This may be the 
same individual that visited the same area last year. A second Gyrfalcon was 
photographed at the end of the season at Wallkill River National Wildlife 
Refuge by Linda Scrima on 26 February. It was seen perched and in flight after 
being harassed by Northern Harriers. 
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Three Tree Swallows were found on the Westchester side of the 
Greenwich-Stamford Count [CTGS] in Wampus Brook Park on 20 December. 

The warm winter did not produce many notable warblers, with only Black- 
and-white Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, and Yellow-breasted Chat reported. 
There were some early hard freezes in October 2015 which may account for this. 

Karen Ohearn discovered and photographed a Lark Sparrow at Croton 
Point Park on 13 December. The bird was seen daily and made it to the Peekskill 
CBC six days later. It remained through the winter and into the spring. This is 
Westchester County’s tenth record. Very rarely found in winter was a Lincoln’s 
Sparrow found along the Harlem Valley Rail Trail in Amenia on 2 and 7 
February by Carena Pooth and Herb Thompson. 

David Baxter photographed and reported a sub-adult Bullock’s Oriole at 
his feeder in Milton in Ulster County on 18 February. The bird had been around 
for about a week. It was subsequently seen by many and continued to the end of 
the month. 

Other notable species include Sandhill Crane, Snowy Owl, and Red 
Crossbill. 

Additional highlights from the Christmas Bird Counts are as follows: 

The Peekskill CBC [NYPE] found 90 species including the Lark Sparrow 
in Croton Point Park on 19 December. A Virginia Rail, Marsh Wren, twenty 
American Pipits, and two Merlins were also found. 

East Orange CBC [NYEO] on 19 December found 81 species including a 
Bonaparte’s Gull. High counts were recorded for Snow Goose, 385; Black 
Vulture, 96; Fish Crow, 1156; and Common Grackle, 2755. 

Rockland County CBC [NYRC] on Sunday, December 20, recorded 78 
species plus two count week species, Red-shouldered Hawk and Eastern 
Towhee. New maximum counts were established for Turkey Vulture (105 vs. 78 
in 2014), Common Raven (16 vs. 15 in 2014), and American Robin (3701 vs. 
1115 in 2009). Typical of the current trends on the counts, there were five 
notable misses: scaup sp, American Kestrel, Brown Creeper, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, and Brown-headed Cowbird. These misses represent the decline of 
these species on all of the local counts over the last two decades. 

Mohonk Lake/Ashokan Reservoir CBC [NYML] found 78 species on 19 
December under exceptionally mild and pleasant field conditions. Highlights 
were two Cackling Geese, associating with a large flock of Canada Geese on 
Spring Lake off Lucas Avenue in Kingston, and one American Woodcock in full 
courtship display over a private field in Marbletown. A Northern Shrike was 
seen count week. High counts were established for Bald Eagle, 18; Cooper's 
Hawk, 12; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 97; Northern Flicker, 24; Tufted Titmouse, 
419; American Pipit, 41; and Fox Sparrow, 7. Twenty-five Common Ravens tied 
last year's record high count. 

The Monticello CBC [NYMT] found 57 species on 20 December and had a 
high count of 1240 Snow Goose. The Ulster-Dutchess CBC [NYUD] had 86 
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species on 26 December, including a Snow Goose, American Woodcock, and 
three White-crowned Sparrows. 

The Bronx-Westchester CBC [NYBW] recorded 114 species on 27 
December, with 105 species seen in Westchester. Highlights in Westchester 
were Great Egret in Rye and Black-and-white Warbler in Five Islands Park, 
New Rochelle. New High counts were set for Snow Goose, Double-crested 
Cormorant, Merlin, and Fish Crow. An all-time low of 26 was set for American 
Tree Sparrow and only one Canvasback was found. Once again, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker outnumbered Downy Woodpecker. 

The Putnam County CBC recorded 79 species on 2 January. A possible 
Broad-wing Hawk was reported by Eric Lind and two others, pending 
verification. Other highlights were two N. Saw-whet Owls and 435 Eastern 
Bluebirds, a new high for the count. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Julie Aitchison, Ajit Antony, Liza Antony, Kathleen Ashman, Bob & Cyd 
Averill, Scott Baldinger, David Baxter, Edward Becher, Gail Benson, Michael 
Bochnik, Matt Britt, Tom Burke, Deborah Busby, Sean Camillieri, Steve 
Chorvas, Judith Cinquina, Jim Clinton, Jim Coe, Rebekah Creshkoff, Renee 
Davis, Mark Dedea, Evan Edelbaum, Menachem Goldstein, Marge Gorton, 
Melissa Guevara, John Haas, Nick Hawvermale, David Hayes, Jesse Jaycox, 
Tait Johansson, Tim Johnson, Yong Kong, Deborah Krai, Michael Lavin, Paul 
Lewis, Eric Lind, Karen Maloy, Liz Martens, Barbara Mansell, Steven Martin, 
Leigh McBride, John McBride, Mike McBrien, Curt McDermott, Ken 
McDermott, Dan Mercurio, Michael Newhouse, Bruce Nott, Paul Novak, 
Suzanne O’Rourke, Karen Ohearn, Gina Palmer, Gerhard Patsch, Carena Pooth, 
Adrienne Popko, Deborah Powell, Jessica Prockup, Sue Rayano,Steve Ricker, 
Stacy Robinson, Susan Rogers, Steve Sachs, Larry Scacchetti, Peter 
Schoenberger, Bob Schriber, Linda Scrima, Jarvis Shirky, Mariam Sole, Barbara 
Strobino, Anne Swaim, Roxanne Taylor, Herb Thompson, Wendy Tocci, Matt 
Tozer, Larry Trachtenberg, Michael Turso, Benjamin Van Doren, Lance 
Verderame, Chet Vincent, Susan Ward, Mike Warner, Carol Weiss, Jim Yates, 
Matthew Zeitler, Adam Zorn. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

CPP - Croton Pt P; EGR - Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary; MC - Marshlands 
Conservancy; RNC - Rye Nature Center; SGNWR - Shawangunk Grasslands 
NWR. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Ryder P, 
Stanfordville 8, 9 Dec (AP); Blue Chip Farm 1 


Dec-29 Feb (MD,SB,JH,KM); Lavalle Road P, 
Amenia 13 Dec (AP,CV); Middletown 17 Jan 
(KM,CM); EGR 8,21,22 Jan (TB,BS); Wallkill 
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24,25 Jan (MD); Black Dirt Region 29,31 Jan, 
10, 17,21 Feb (JH); Hunn’s Lake Stanfordville 
5, 6 Feb (AP,DK); Six and a half Station Sane 6 
Feb (KA); Round P, Amenia 11 Feb (CV); 
Millerton 17 Feb (CV). 

Snow Goose: Cross River Res 14 Dec; 950 
Bashakill 27 Dec; 169 NYBW 27 Dec, late 
moving; 300 Blue Chip Farm 2 Jan (JJ); 33 
Muscoot Farm 4 Jan; EGR 8 Jan; 800 Wallkill 
NWR21 Feb (JS). 

Brant: max 275 Five I P, New Rochelle 26 Jan. 
Cackling Goose: Round P, Stanfordville 8 Dec 
(AP); 2 Spring Lake, Kingston 8, 18,19 Dec 
(MD); Blue Chip Farm 6 Dec-29 Feb (MM); 

Six and a Half Station Sanctuary 28 Dec (KA); 
Spring Lake, Kingston 1 Jan (PS); Redwing 12, 
13 Jan (CP); Black Dirt Region 15 Jan, 10,14, 
19,21 Feb (JHJBN); Wallkill 24 Jan(MD); 
Amenia 29 Feb (CV). 

Tundra Swan: 2 Rhinebeck 23 Feb; 6 Amenia 
28 Feb. 

Wood Duck: 2 Ulster P 19 Dec; 3 Kingston Pt 
21 Feb; 21 Crestwood L, Yonkers 27 Dec; 48 
Cross River 24 Jan; 46 Bashakill 29 Feb (JH). 
Gadwall: 8 Stone Ridge 19 Dec. 

Eurasian Wigeon: Esopus Meadows 22 Feb 
(JY). 

Am. Wigeon: 5 Stone Ridge 19 Dec. 

Redhead: North Salem 19,20 Feb. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 330 North Salem 19 
Feb (TJ). 

Surf Scoter: 4 Rye 27 Jan. 

White-winged Scoter: max 30 EGR 22 Feb. 
Black Scoter: 1-3 EGR 10 Dec-17 Feb. 
Long-tailed Duck: Poughkeepsie 23-25 Jan 
(CP,BM,LMa); max 46 EGR 25 Jan. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Newburgh 2 Feb, 
normal numbers on LI Sound. 

Red-throated Loon: max 25 Rye 27 Dec. 

C. Loon: max 8 Rye 25 Dec. 

Horned Grebe: Mills-Norrie SP 5 Dec; 
Pawling 20 Jan; CPP 30 Jan; low numbers in LI 
Sound. 

WESTERN GREBE: Piermont Pier 7-10 Jan 
(JH.mob), ph. 

Red-necked Grebe: EGR 25 Dec; West 
Branch Res 15 Jan; EGR 22 Feb. 

N. Gannet: EGR 9, 21,24, 27 Dec, 1 Jan. 

Double-crested Cormorant: 392 NYBW 27 

Dec. 

Great Egret: Iona I 5 Dec; EGR 5 Dec; MC 10 
Dec; Rye 27 Dec. 

Black Vulture: 14 CPP 28 Feb 

Turkey Vulture: 175 Croton-on-Hudson 7, 8 

Dec. 


HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: 1-87 New Paltz 25 Feb (SRo); Red 
Hook 25 Feb (MGu), very early. 

N. Harrier: max 11 SGNWR 4 Jan. 

N. Goshawk: Youngsville 5 Jan; Parksville 7 
Jan. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: few reports from most 
counties; not as prevalent as past couple of 
years. 

Broad-winged Hawk: NYPC 2 Jan (EL), some 
details received. 

“Western” Red-tailed Hawk (B. j. calurus ): 
Black Dirt region ORAN 8 Jan (SS,LiS,MZ), 
rufous morph, intro . 

Rough-legged Hawk: max 5 Black Dirt region 
ORAN 30 Jan. 

Golden Eagle: 2 1-84 Hawk watch 4, 31 Dec; 
Amenia 8 Dec; Dover 24 Dec-27 Jan; 2 Amenia 
28 Dec; Storm King 17, 20 Jan; 7 Dover Plains 
19 Jan; Ten Mile River Preserve 21,22 Jan, 27 
Feb; Liberty 30 Jan; Dover Plains 30 Jan, 6,21 
Feb; 2 Storm King 8 Feb; New Paltz 8 Feb; 
Wingdale 21 Feb. 

Virginia Rail: CPP 19 Dec; 2 MC 27 Dec; 
Liberty Marsh 28 Feb. 

Com. Gallinule: Sharon Station Road, Amenia 
31 Dec (DK), second DUTCH winter record. 
Sandhill Crane: flyover CPP 31 Dec (JM). 
Purple Sandpiper: max 11 EGR 17 Dec. 
Wilson’s Snipe: SGNWR 10 Jan. 

Am. Woodcock: displaying Marbletown 19 
Dec; arr Mo honk Preserve 3 Feb. 

Bonaparte's Gull: 6 EGR 1 Jan; CPP 6 Feb 
(MN). 

Black-headed Gull: Premium Mill Pd 2,26 
Jan, 6 Feb (JCo, TB,GB); Five Island Park 19 
Jan (TB). 

Laughing Gull: lingered in the LI Sound from 
Dec to late Jan; MC 3 Dec; EGR 5 Dec; 7 EGR 
8, 9, 13 Dec, 1 Jan; max 8 EGR 10 Dec; 6 Rye 
27, 31 Dec; EGR 7, 10,12, 13, 15, 20 Jan. 
Iceland Gull: Wallkill 5 Dec (CM); 2 Newburg 
19-21 Jan (CM); EGR 4 Feb (TB). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Wallkill 5 Dec 
(CM); Newburg 19-21, 26-29 Jan (CM); 

Tappan Zee Bridge, Tarrytown 18 Jan (MTu); 
Piermont Pier 12 Feb (CW). 

Glaucous Gull: EGR 19 Jan (TB). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Barn Owl: Wallkill 28 Jan. 

Snowy Owl: Indiana Rd, Black Dirt region 
ORAN 14-15 Jan (MZ); Kingston 27 Jan (PS). 
Short-eared Owl: max 6 SGNWR 17 Jan; 
James Baird SP 4 Jan. 
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N. Saw-whet Owl: Sloan Gorge 16 Dec, 2 Jan; 
Saugerties 16,25 Dec; Accord 19 Dec; Red 
Hook 26 Dec; Yonkers 27 Dec; Kingston Res 1 
Jan; Black Rock Forest 1,31 Jan; Cornwall 2 
Jan; 2 East Kent 2 Jan; Willow 24,25 Jan; 
Calicoon 7, 8 Feb. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: max 8 Weston 
Swamp 16 Jan; Middletown 14 Dec; Esopus 6 
Jan; 4 Swartekill Creek,New Paltz 8 Feb. 
Merlin: 3 NYML 19 Dec; 2 NYPE 19 Dec; 5 
NYBW 27 Dec; Ossining 27 Jan; CPP 20 Feb. 
GYRFALCON: SGNWR & Blue Chip Farm 
25 Dec (AS,KM,AA,KM,LaS,KF), ph, intro ; 
Wallkill River NWR 26 Feb (LSc), ph. 

Monk Parakeet: 3 Yonkers 27 Dec; 39 New 
Rochelle 26 Jan. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

E. Phoebe: Dover Plains 25 Dec (DK); 
Forestburgh 25 Dec (JH); Bashakill 29 Feb 
(JH), very early. 

N. Shrike: New Paltz 18 Dec (NYML); 
Amenia 20 Dec; Livingston Manor 23 Dec 
(RD,MaGo); Wappingers 31 Feb (B&CA). 

Fish Crow: 234 NYBW 27 Dec. 

Horned Lark: 60 SGNWR 6 Jan; 200 
Millerton 16 Feb. 

Tree Swallow: 3 Wampus Brook Park 20 Dec 
(MW, CTGS). 

Marsh Wren: CPP 19 Dec. [Date Dec; can’t 
even call it a tongue-in-cheek March Wren.] 

E. Bluebird: 435 NYPC 2 Jan 
Gray Catbird: more winter reports than 
normal, especially from the northern counties. 
Am. Pipit: 41 Lomontville 19 Dec; 20 CPP 19 
Dec; 28 CPP 14 Jan; 15 CPP 13 Feb. 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: Claryville 5 Jan (JH); 2 
Pine Island 19-21 Jan (CM); Mohonk Preserve 
12 Feb (JC). 

Black-and-white Warbler: f Five Island Park, 
New Rochelle 27 Dec (MTo,AS,LT). 

Com. Yellowthroat: MC 3 Jan (BS); Muscoot 
Farm 20 Jan (PL); Kingston Pt 21 Feb 
(MD,PS). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: EGR 7, 8, 17,19, 21, 
22 Jan (AS,RT,SO,TB). 

SPARROWS - WEAVERS 

Chipping Sparrow: Westmoreland Sanctuary 
6 Dec (AZ,SRi); Kingston 19 Dec 
(MD,NYML); 1-2 CPP 16, 17 Jan (LT,CR), ph; 
CPP 24 Jan; 12 SGNWR 18 Feb. 

LARK SPARROW: CPP 13 Dec - 21 Feb 
(KO, mob), ph. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Harlem Valley Rail Trail, 
Amenia 2, 7 Feb (CP,HT), adequate description 
for this rare over winterer. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Amenia 20 Dec; 2 
Rhinebeck 26 Dec; 2-3 Wallkill R NWR 15, 
17-22 Feb; Millerton 15 Feb. 

Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco: f Shenorock 14 
Jan (JA). 

E. Meadowlark: EGR 9, 10 Jan; Blue Chip 
Farm 4 Feb; 3 SGNWR 6,20 Feb. 
BULLOCK’S ORIOLE: Milton 18-29 Feb 
(DBa,PS). 

Red Crossbill: 2 Clinton Comers 23 Feb (JC1). 
Com. Redpoll: 2-4 Tanglewood 13-15 Feb; 2-5 
Warwick 12,15,21,27 Feb. 

Pine Siskin: fewer reports than normal; max 60 
MC 9 Jan. 


REGION 10-MARINE 

Derek H. Rogers 

PO Box 537, Bayport, NY 11705 
drogers0031 @gmail.com 

Winter weather in Region 10 was dominated by the influence of El Nino, which 
brought some of the mildest conditions on record. Central Park’s weather station 
recorded a mean temperature of 50.8° F in December, a profound 13.3° above 
normal. Similarly, Islip recorded a mean temperature of 48.4°, 12.8° above 
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normal. Precipitation totals for the month at these two stations were 0.72" and 
1.27" above the expected. 

The exceptional warmth continued into early January, with Robert J. Kurtz 
noting cherry blossoms blooming on 10 January. Observations like these were 
commonplace throughout the Region, but as the month progressed winter finally 
took hold. By the end of January Central Park’s mean temperature had dropped 
to 34.5°, just 1.9° above normal, while Islip recorded a mean temperature of 
33.3°, 2.7° above normal. Precipitation totals were 0.83" and 0.76" above the 
mean, but these slightly higher totals came at the expense of Winter Storm 
Jonas, which was without question the most memorable weather event of the 
winter season. Dubbed as one of the great blizzards of the century, the 22-23 
January storm deposited record snowfall accumulations in western parts of the 
Region. Snow totals from the blizzard reached over two feet in certain areas, 
with Islip recording 25.9" and Central Park recording 27.5", the largest 
snowstorm recorded in NYC’s history. 

February did not loosen its grip on the Region. While mean temperatures 
from Central Park and Islip were 2.4° and 2.9° above normal, respectively, the 
indelible freeze-out in mid-February recorded a record low temperature of 0° at 
Islip’s weather station on 13 February. The majority of the Region’s lingering 
Great Egrets disappeared after this harsh event leaving many, if not all 
freshwater and estuarine environments completely frozen. 

The record early-season warmth allowed some lingering neotropicals to 
thrive well into mid-January. Thirteen warbler species were recorded, many of 
which survived until Winter Storm Jonas. Keeping with the recently observed 
trend, two Ovenbirds were reported from city parks, one of which was seen 
through 20 January. Additional notable sightings include a Worm-eating 
Warbler from Forest Park on 18 December, three Wilson’s Warblers, one of 
which was reported through 20 January at Bronx Zoo, a Prairie Warbler found at 
Robert Moses State Park on 20 December, and a Yellow Warbler at Floyd 
Bennett Field that was seen through 15 January. Up to five Common 
Yellowthroats were reported throughout the Region until 3 January, and, 
remarkably, at least twenty-eight Orange-crowned Warblers were reported, 
coming from all counties with several remaining until mid-January. After the 
winter blizzard, the only sighting came from a backyard in Richmond County on 
26 January. Yellow-breasted Chat was scarce this winter, with a single bird 
found in Baldwin on 2 January during a Christmas Bird Count (CBC) and 
another in Montauk on 7 February. None of the neotropicals persisted through 
freeze-out of 13 February save for two Baltimore Orioles that were 
photographed at feeders during the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC). 

Region 10 produced yet another exciting goose season. Highlights include 
at least five, possibly six, Barnacle Geese, two Pink-footed Geese, and three 
Ross’s Geese found within the various goose strongholds in central and eastern 
Long Island. Moderate numbers of Greater White-fronted Geese and large 
numbers of Cackling Geese were reported during the season, with 11 and 33, 
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respectively. An apparent “Gray-bellied” type Brant was photographed among 
the abundant Atlantic Brant at Point Lookout on 29 December. 

Aside from the exceptional numbers of western Palearctic geese, the 
Region recorded its first ever juveniles, the first being a young Pink-footed 
Goose found on Millers Pond in Smithtown on 1 January, likely the first 
juvenile ever recorded in New York State. In addition, what appeared to be a 
family group of three Barnacle Geese was discovered on Roanoke Avenue in 
Riverhead on 7 February, consisting of two adults and an immature bird. Subtle 
markings on the plumage indicated that this trio was also photographed on 3 
January in Broad Brook, Connecticut but remained undetected until being 
discovered on Long Island. Subsequent efforts to relocate the trio were 
unsuccessful, reminding us that wintering goose flocks can wander extensively 
and evade detection, even in well-birded areas. 

Waterfowl arrivals were somewhat delayed, undeniably the result of the 
record warmth experienced throughout the Region in December. Nonetheless, 
concentrations began filling in by late January as more northerly areas began to 
freeze. By early February there were tens of thousands of Greater Scaup 
stretched across the Great South Bay. A report on 4 February estimated 17,000 
individuals from Gardiner County Park in Bay Shore with subsequent reports of 
at least 10,000 further east off Blue Point on 12 February. This large influx of 
scaup would account for at least three, probably four, Tufted Ducks along 
Central Suffolk’s south shore, the first found earlier in the season on 13 
December on Lake Capri, and a probable second individual later found on 
nearby Santapogue Creek on 10 February. Additional Tufted Ducks were seen 
further east on 12 February in Blue Point and 21 February on Patchogue Lake. 
Noteworthy is the fact that all four of these individuals appeared to be young 
males. The latter three Tufted Ducks were seen during a major freeze-out event 
when inland Aythya were fleeing their freshwater haunts in search of open water 
on the bay. Additional Eurasian waterfowl include a total of 11 drake Eurasian 
Wigeon, with no hens detected, and three “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal. 

Three Eared Grebes were discovered this season, all within a three-day 
window. The first was seen and photographed on 27 February at Oak Beach in 
Babylon, with the others on 28 and 29 February from Jones Inlet and Lake 
Montauk, respectively. 

Despite an overall lack of irruptive raptor species the Region produced two 
exciting highlights just shortly after the start of the season. A gray morph 
Gyrfalcon was sporadically seen from the parking area at Cedar Beach Marina 
in Babylon from 8-10 December, a proven reliable location to find this powerful 
falcon of the north. The raptor highlight of the season was a Swainson’s Hawk, 
discovered soaring above a reclaimed landfill near Fresh Kills Park on Staten 
Island on 15 December. Restricted access to the site made for some tricky 
viewing, but sporadic sightings were still enjoyed by several observers through 
30 December. 
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An injured Common Gallinule surviving in the Pond at 
EPCAL/Grumman since the fall season did not make it through the persistent 
freezing temperatures in early February. 

Black-legged Kittiwakes were reported in modest numbers at traditional 
seawatch sites from Central Suffolk County east to Montauk Point, as well as 
during a pelagic trip out of Brooklyn. Bonaparte’s Gull numbers continue to 
drop, with small congregations remaining at traditional wintering sites such as 
Jones Inlet, Gravesend Bay, etc. Once a Bonaparte’s stronghold, Shinnecock 
Inlet produced only one report of eight individuals in mid-December. 
Nonetheless other rare gulls continue to be found. At least three different Black¬ 
headed Gulls were reported in Brooklyn, with widespread sightings of at least 
two first cycle individuals plus an adult. A Little Gull was noted off of Montauk 
Point on 29 February. Iceland, Glaucous, and Lesser Black-backed Gulls were 
reported in modest numbers, and a very early Laughing Gull was discovered in 
Long Beach on 20 February. The gull highlight of the season was an apparent 
California Gull photographed at Gravesend Bay on 19 January but not 
relocated despite some effort. 

Warmer than usual ocean surface temperatures may have been a 
contributing factor to a small handful of shearwaters recorded from land during 
seawatches. These included two Sooty Shearwaters, a single seen from 
Shinnecock Inlet on 12 December and another from Amagansett on 18 
December. The Amagansett seawatch also produced four Northern Fulmars, a 
species seldom seen from land but perhaps providing evidence of more inshore 
activity this season. On 9 January an organized pelagic trip out of Brooklyn, NY 
tallied thirteen Northern Fulmars, some of which were seen as close as 8.5 miles 
from land. Two Manx Shearwaters were recorded from Robert Moses State 
Park, a single seen on 1 December plus an additional bird during an intense 
coastal storm on 10 January. The latter observation date also produced a single 
shearwater species. 

In addition to the above-mentioned tubenoses, the most unexpected report 
of the winter season came on 15 December when an albatross was viewed for 
fifteen minutes during a seawatch from Montauk Point. Days later it was 
concluded that this was an immature Black-browed Albatross, a species not 
previously recorded in the state. Unfortunately no photographs were obtained 
during the fifteen-minute viewing period; however, written descriptions have 
been submitted to the New York State Avian Records Committee (NYSARC). 

Two American White Pelicans first reported in the fall continued at 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge’s East Pond until 7 January, when presumably the 
same pair were photographed circling over Fort Tilden. On 16 January two 
American White Pelicans, possibly the same pair again, were photographed 
flying west over the ocean at Jones Inlet. 

As usual, Montauk Point held most of the interesting alcid activity, the 
highlight being a Common Murre photographed on 1 January. This species 
remains rare inshore but less so offshore, where another was found during an 
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organized pelagic trip out of Brooklyn on 9 January. A Black Guillemot was 
photographed on 1 January at Montauk Point, with an additional sighting on 9 
January from Camp Hero probably a second individual. There were four reports 
of Dovekie, three of which came from Montauk Point between 19 December 
and 1 January. The fourth was photographed at Jones Inlet on 17 February. Four 
Thick-billed Murres were discovered, the first from Culloden Point on 9 Jan. 
The discovery of another individual at Montauk Inlet on 19 February followed 
by two more on 21 February from Ditch Plains and Coney Island indicated a 
small incursion of this increasingly scarce species. 

Two Selasphorous hummingbirds were documented in Suffolk County. A 
Rufous Hummingbird on private property in the Town of Riverhead persisted 
through 23 January, but presumably did not survive the blizzard. A second 
copiously photographed Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird from private property 
in Watermill was seen through 13 December. The latter individual exhibited 
features suggestive of Allen’s Hummingbird, a first record for New York State 
if accepted by NYSARC. 

A well-documented Ash-throated Flycatcher was discovered during the 
Montauk CBC at a cemetery east of Fort Pond. This cooperative bird delighted 
many observers until shortly after the New Year. Coming off a steady fall 
influx, resulting from a strong movement of southwest air current, Cave 
Swallows managed to linger into the winter season and were recorded from 
Jones Beach West End, Montauk Point, and Smith Point County Park into mid- 
December. Unfortunately none were recorded during any of the CBCs. 

Lark Sparrows numbers remained high following a productive fall season 
for this species, with an unprecedented total of six individuals, the most 
recorded during a winter season. Only the Jones Beach bird persisted through 
the season, with most of the others going undetected after the late January 
blizzard; likely a combination of weather and decreased effort. A Clay-colored 
Sparrow was found at Flushing Meadows Corona Park during the Queens CBC 
and remained until 30 January. Despite the exceptionally warm December few 
saltmarsh Ammodramus sparrows were detected this winter. Three Nelson’s 
Sparrows were photographed on Dune Road on 9 December. A single 
Saltmarsh Sparrow was discovered during the Southern Nassau CBC on 2 
January plus another from the Marine Nature Study Area in Oceanside in mid- 
February. No Seaside Sparrows were reported. Swamp Sparrows seem to have 
fared well, with many persisting, even after the noted severe weather events. 

Two Painted Buntings were recorded. Prospect Park’s famous adult male, 
which made news headlines putting on a colorful show for hundreds of people- 
birders and non-birders alike-was last seen on 3 January. An immature 
male/female type Painted Bunting was photographed at Caumsett State Park on 
19 December and was not found again, likely in part to the site's remote access 
and limited relocation effort. A Dickcissel, Regionally rare outside of fall 
migration, spent most of January along the edge of the tennis courts at Southards 
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Pond Park in Babylon. Keeping with the common theme, this bird was not seen 
after late January blizzard. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Italics : Sent end-of-season report. Robert Adamo, Patricia Aitkin, Seth Ausubel, 
Andrew Baksh (ABk), Robert Bate, Gail Benson, Bobby Berlingeri, Mary Beth 
Billerman, Shawn Billerman (SBi), Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp (BBo), 
Thomas W. Burke, Ben Cacace, Vincent Cagno, Sean Camillieri, Chase 
Cammarota, Keith Cashman, Cesar Castillo (CCa), Anthony Ciancimino (ACi), 
Anthony Collerton, Mike Cooper, Dale Dancis, Joe DiCostanzo, Patrice 
Domeischel, Jacob Drucker, Tim Dunn, Andrew Farnsworth, Corey Finger, 
Brendan Fogarty, Richard Fried, Ken Fuestel, Suzy Fuestel, Doug Futuyma, 
Arie Gilbert, John Gluth (JG1), Doug Gochfeld, Menachem Goldstein, Isaac 
Grant, Andy Guthrie, Tim Healy, Mike Higgiston, Bruce Horwith, David 
Klauber, Robert J. Kurtz (RJK), David Lamagna (DLM), Patricia J. Lindsay 
(PJL), Ethan Maitra, Joshua Malbin, Roberta Manian, Peter Martin , Michael 
McBrien (MMcB), Shaibal S. Mitra (SSM), Pete Morris (PMo), Melissa 
Murgitroyde, Mary Normandia, J. O’Sullivan, N. O’Reilly, Patrick Palladino, 
Aidan Perkins, Stephane Perrault, Mike Rath, Derek H. Rogers (DHR), Karen 
Rubinstein, Michael Scheibel (MSc), Eileen Schwinn, John Sepenoski (JSp), 
Mike Shanley (MSh), John Shemilt, Sean Sime, Nicholas Sly, Nadir Souirgi, 
Jordan Spindel, Jonathon Stocker (JSt), Taylor Sturm, Russell Taylor, Phil 
Uruburu, Alan Wells, Gabriel Willow, Angus C. Wilson (ACW), Holly Wilson, 
Phillip Wilson-Camhi, Seth Wollney (SWo) 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Ama - Amagansett, SUFF; APP - Alley Pd P, QUEE; BLSP - Belmont L SP, 
SUFF; BRP - Big Reed Pd, SUFF; BBCP - Blydenburgh CP, SUFF; BBP - 
Brooklyn Bridge Pk, KING; CP - Culloden Pt, SUFF; FMCP - Flushing 
Meadows Corona P, QUEE; GCP - Gardiner CP, SUFF; GB - Gravesend Bay, 
KING; JBWE - Jones Beach West End, NASS; OMNSA - Marine Nature 
Study Area, Oceanside, NASS; Mass - Massapequa Preserve, NASS; MI - 
Montuak Inlet, SUFF; MP - Montauk Pt, SUFF; Nap - Napeague, SUFF; PP - 
Prospect Pk, KING; SC - Santapogue Creek, SUFF; SPCP - Smith Point CP, 
SUFF; WBP - Willowbrook Pk, RICH. 

CBC Codes: BKCC - Brooklyn; MKCC - Montauk; SNCC - Southern Nassau. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: juv Millers Pd, 
SUFF 1-11 Jan (PU, mob), ph; Riverhead 17 
Jan-7 Feb (SSM, PJL); intro. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: 11+ ind 
reported QUEE thru SUFF; 3 ad Hook Pd & 


East Hampton vicinity thru 21 Feb (mob); 
Shorts Pd, SUFF 9 JAN (KR); 3 ad BLSP 3 
Dec, ranging throughout area thru 17 Feb (PU, 
mob); Lake Success, NASS 6 Jan (SP); Lake 
Ronkonkoma 8 Jan (PJL); FMCP 21-28 Feb 
(CF); imm BLSP 16 Feb (Carlos Sanchez). 
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Snow Goose: multiple reps throughout Region; 
max migr 1445 JBWR 23 DEC (MG). 

ROSS’S GOOSE (RIO): Eastport Pd 12-25 
Dec (KC, mob); Amityville 2 Jan-2 Feb (Ed 
Walsh, ph), last seen Bergen Pt GF; 
Massapequa 9-22 Jan (DHR, ph) ranging to 
BLSP and as far north as Melville; intro. 

Brant: max 32,143 SNCC 2 Jan. 
“Gray-bellied” Brant: Point Lookout 29 Dec 
(MMcB, ph). 

BARNACLE GOOSE: 6 reps, 5+ ind all SUFF 
& MARA thru 28 Jan later seen side-by-side 
with a 2 nd ind along Alvahs Lane 19 Dec 
(JSp); North Babylon ranging as far north as 
Centerport 10 Jan-16 Feb (Ethan Goodman, 
BBo, mob); 3 Roanoke Ave, Riverhead 7 Feb 
(JS, fide DHR, ph), 1 imm 2 ad, NYSARC; 
intro. 

Cackling Goose: Uplands Farm, SUFF 1 Dec 
(DHR); MARA thru 11 Jan (mob); 2 FMCP 6 
Dec-14 January (CF); 5 Melville 7 Dec 
(DHR); Oakdale 20 Dec (CPCC); 1 Babylon 
30 Dec (PMo); HLSP 31 Dec (mob); Miller 
Field, RICH 1-16 Jan (SWo); Eastport L 1 Jan 
(John Gaglione); Baiting Hollow 1 Jan 
(K&SF); BLSP 7 Jan (DHR); Riverhead 8 Jan 
(SSM, PJL); Lake Ronkonkoma 7 Jan (PJL); 
Central Islip 9 Jan (DLM & MR); 3 Melville 11 
Jan (DHR); 6 Calverton 15 Jan (DHR); 
Centerport Pd 15 Jan (BBo); Hook Pd 16 Jan 
(ABk); Riverhead 7 Feb (DHR); Southaven CP 
11-28 Feb (K&SF); Eastport L 28 Feb (mob). 
Canada Goose: max 5500 Riverhead 8 Jan 
(DHR). 

Tundra Swan: max 4 ind Hook Pd thru 4 Dec; 

1 pr thru (mob); 3 Mount Loretto, RICH 28 
Dec (ACi); 11 Hudson River Greenway 24 Jan 
(Dominic Garcia-Hall). 

Eurasian Wigeon: 11 drakes throughout 
Region, no fern; Centerport thru 17 Jan, later 
discovered Fort Solonga 1 Feb (BBo), persisted 
thru; 2 JBWR thru 22 Feb; Mattituck 6 Dec-10 
Feb (JSp); Mass 6 Dec (JO); 2 Setauket 12 
Dec-22 Feb (mob); BBCP 25 Dec-5 Jan 
(Sandra Reynolds); Bush Terminals Pier P 31 
Dec (RM); Swan L, Patchogue 1 -6 Jan (DHR); 
SMNC 14 Jan-28 Feb (Isabel Conte). 
Blue-winged Teal: Bellmore, NASS 5 Dec-10 
Jan (mob); 3 JBWE 6 Dec (Nathan O’Reilly). 
“Eurasian” Green-winged Teal: Mass 6 Dec 
(JO); Smith Pd, NASS 2 Jan (EM, Nina Bai); 
Setauket Mill Pd, SUFF thru. 

Canvasback: max 48 Centerport 7 Feb (SSM, 
PJL). 

Redhead: max 56 Amityville, SUFF 8 Jan 
(SSM, PJL). 


Ring-necked Duck x scaup sp: SC 27 Jan thru 
(PMo, ph). 

TUFTED DUCK: Lake Capri 13 Dec-6 Jan 
(JSt); SC, Babylon 10-28 Feb (EM); Blue Point 
Ave, SUFF, 12-13 Feb (DHR, ph); Patchogue 
L 21-27 Feb (DHR, ph). 

Greater/Lesser Scaup: max 17,000 GCP 4 
Feb (KF); 10,000 Blue Point Ave SUFF 12 Feb 
(DHR), intro. 

King Eider: ad male MP thru (TS); fem OP 24 
Jan-27 Feb (JSp). 

Harlequin Duck: max 6 Point Lookout (mob); 
also at traditional sites such as Montauk, Orient 
Pt. (OP), Jones Inlet, Long Beach Jetties; two 
reps RMSP. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: ad m Sands Point 25 
Jan-24 Feb (SP); fem FH Beach, RICH 8-9 Jan 
(SWo). 

N. Bobwhite: increasingly scarce, most 
populations now introduced. 

Red-necked Grebe: max 4 CP 9 Jan (SSM, 
PJL); arr MP 12 Dec (ACW); additional reps 
from traditional coastal sites thru. 

EARED GREBE (R10): 3 reps within 2 days; 
Oak Beach, Babylon 27-29 Feb (PMo, ph); 
Jones Inlet 28 Feb (PA, JG); LM 29 Feb (mob). 
BLACK-BROWED ALBATROSS: Montauk 
Pt 15 Dec (AG, PA), reps to NYSARC, intro. 

N. Fulmar: 4 Ama 18 Dec (ACW), very rare 
from land; 13 encountered in shelf waters 
southeast of Brooklyn 9 Jan. 

Sooty Shearwater: Shinnecock Inlet 12 Dec 
(ABk); Ama 18 Dec (ACW). 

Manx Shearwater: RMSP 1 Dec (KF); RMSP 
10 Jan (SSM, PJL, PMo). 

Shearwater sp: RMSP 10 Jan (SSM, PJL, 
PMo); 3 SMCP 10 Jan (DHR). 

AM. WHITE PELICAN: 2 JBWR thru 6 Jan 
(mob, ph); 2 Fort Tilden 7 Jan (DG, SS, ph); 2 
JBWE 16 Jan (TH, ph). 

Am. Bittern: reps from traditional wintering 
Iocs. 

Great Egret: few reps after the mid-February 
freeze. 

Green Heron: Nap 19 Dec (CC), very late, 1 st 
MKCC record since 1973. 

Black Vulture: reps KING, RICH, BRON, 
NEWY; single rep SUFF, Huntington Bay 27 
Feb (Jessica Donohue). 

Turkey Vulture: widespread, multiple reps all 
counties. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: Baldwin Harbor P, NASS 2 Jan (SSM, 
PJL, HW, PWC); HLSP 12 Jan (Edward 
Becher); both very late. 

N. Goshawk: RMSP 28 Jan (Joan Quinlan). 
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Bald Eagle: increasing reps all counties. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: well-reported in w 
part of Region (RICH, NEWY, KING, 

QUEE); few reps NASS & SUFF. 
SWAINSON’S HAWK: Freshkills P, RICH 
15-30 Dec (Dick Veit & Tom Brown), ph. 
Clapper Rail: single reps RICH, KING & 
NASS; few reps SUFF thru 20 Feb. 

Virginia Rail: max 3 BRP 12 Dec thru 17 Jan 
(mob); RICH 1 Jan (SWo); Arsh 2 Jan (John 
Brush Jr.); 2 Mass 2 Jan (BF & TH); GCP 12 
Jan (K&SF). 

Com. Gallinule: EPCAL thru 5 Feb (mob). 

Am. Oystercatcher: recorded Jones Inlet 
thru. 

Semipalmated Plover: last JBWE 30 Dec 
(BA). 

Greater Yellowlegs: recorded KING, QUEE, 
NASS & SUFF thru. 

Ruddy Turnstone: recorded RICH, KING, 
QUEE, NASS & SUFF thru. 

Red Knot: very well reported JBWE; max 319 
2 Jan SNCC. 

Western Sandpiper: JBWE 26 Dec (K&SF). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: max 11 Babylon, 
SUFF thru 19 Jan (PMo, mob), plus a single rep 
21 Feb (PMo); also reps from KING; JBWR 
thru mid-Dec; 3 Broad Channel 17 Jan (CCa). 
Wilson’s Snipe: single rep QUEE, FMCP 5 
Dec (CF); additional reps NASS and SUFF, 
mostly along south shore, thru 17 Feb. 

Am. Woodcock: few reps after late Dec; 
typical arrlate Feb. 

Dovekie: 3 MKCC 19 Dec; MP 31 Dec (SC & 
MM); MP 1 Jan (AC); JBWE 17 Feb (Jim 
Pecquex, ph). 

COMMON MURRE: MP 1 Jan (SC), very 
rare inshore, ph; single also noted in shelf 
waters SE of Brooklyn 9 Jan. 

THICK-BILLED MURRE: CP 9 Jan (SSM, 
PJL); MI 19-28 Feb (EM); Ditch Plains 21 Feb 
(SSM, PJL); Coney Island, 21 Feb (JM); single 
specimen found on LI Sound, Southold (fide 
SSM). 

Razorbill: arr mid-Dec; max 78 Ama 19 Dec 
(ACW). 

Black Guillemot: MP 1 Jan (SC, MM); MP 9 
Jan (TH). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: Agawan Lake 12 
Dec (DK), unusual location; Ama 13 Dec 
(ACW); Ama 18 Dec (ACW); 3 RMSP 20 Dec 
(SSM, PJL, RT); 15 shelf waters SE of 
Brooklyn 9 Jan (mob); 3 MP 9 Jan (SBi, MBB, 
NS); 2 CH 9 Jan (JG, TD); 10 SPCP 10 Jan 
(DHR); 5 RMSP 10 Jan (SSM, PJL, PMo); MP 
17 Jan (AC); 2 CH 17 Feb (RB, RF). 


Bonaparte’s Gull: max 400 Fort Wadsworth 
11 Jan (IG). 

Black-headed Gull: at least 3 ind: sev reps 1 st 
cycle at least 3 loc plus single ad rep; Prospect 
P 6 Dec (Roberta Manian, mob); BBP 2 Feb 
(Heather Wolf); ad Bush Terminal Piers 5 Feb 
(RB); Sheepshead Bay 28 Feb (Kevin Topping, 
Nathan O’Reilly). 

Little Gull: MP 29 Feb (DD). 

Laughing Gull: Long Beach, NASS 20 Feb 
(SS). 

CALIFORNIA GULL: GB 19 Jan (Daniel 
Frazer, ph). 

Glaucous Gull: SMCP 13 Dec (DHR); Ama 13 
Dec (ACW); Camp Hero 27 Dec (Rafael 
Campos-Ramirez); MI 9 Jan (SSM, PJL); 
Centre Island, NASS 15 Jan (MN); 
Blydenburgh CP 17 Jan (Sharon and Marc 
Brody); GB 21 Jan (IG); Brooklyn Army 
Terminal & vicinity 29 Jan thru (Josh Malbin). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Barn Owl: Smithtown CBC Dec 27; SNCC Jan 
2; Southampton 20 Feb (ABk). 

Snowy Owl: small numbers traditional Iocs 
across Region. 

Long-eared Owl: single rep BRON 12 Feb. 
Short-eared Owl: Tobay 2 Jan; 2 EPCAL 9 
Jan-28 Feb; Nap 15 Jan. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: two reps; NASS 2 Jan; 
RICH 28 Feb. 

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: present thru 23 
Jan, private property, ph. 

RUFOUS/ALLENS HUMMINGBIRD: 
Watermill thru 13 Dec, present since 25 Nov; 
ph on private property, report to NYSARC. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: WBP thru; BBCP 
27 Dec thru (Dick & Beth Cartwright); 
Mashomack Preserve 27 Jan (MSc). 
GYRFALCON: Cedar Beach Marina 8-10 
Dec (K&SF). 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

E. Phoebe: HLSP 5 Dec (BB); Mass 6 Dec 
(JO); JBWE 1-18 Jan (mob); Nesconset, SUFF 
2 Jan (PD). 

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER: 

Montauk 19 Dec thru 1 Jan (JG1, ph). 

Com. Raven: widely reported throughout 
Region. 

Tree Swallow: persisted JBWE thru; max 43 
SNCC. 

CAVE SWALLOW: JBWE 9 Dec (DHR, ph); 
6 MP 12 Dec (mob); SPCP 18 Dec (DHR, ph). 
House Wren: Mass 22 Jan (Eric Miller). 
Marsh Wren: undetected after 2 Jan until one 
late Feb rep; Dune Rd, East Quogue 6 Dec 
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(ES); Hecksher SP 7 Dec (K&SF); BRP 12 
Dec (TD, TS); OMNSA 30 Dec-2 Jan (RB, 
SSM, PJL); Van Cortland P 28 Feb (ACW). 
Am. Pipit: 200 Southold 11 Jan (MSc), large 
number. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Cedar Waxwing: 300 Captree SP (K&SF), 
large number. 

Lapland Longspur: Randalls I 31 Jan-2 Feb 
(Paul Bourdin, ph); Cutchogue, SUFF 11 Feb 
(Don Bindler, ph). 

Ovenbird: BBP 5 Dec (DG); IBM Atrium, 
NEWY 5-20 Jan (J. Bishop). 

Worm-eating Warbler: Forest Park 18 Dec 
(Karlo Mirth). 

Black-and-white Warbler: single rep Central 
P thru 8 Jan. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: 28+ reps from all 
counties; 2 PP thru 5 Jan (mob); Hook Pond 2 
Dec (TS); WBP 3 Dec (ACi); at least 1 rep 
Central P 5 Dec-Jan 21 (mob); Pelham Bay P 6 
Dec (Richard Aracil); JBWE 6 Dec (JG1); 
Kissena Park 9 Dec (CCa); FBF 12 Dec (Tom 
Preston); Richmond Ave, Marine P 14 Dec 
(Ronald Borque); RICH 16 Dec (DG, SS); 

Glen Cove 16 Dec (BB); (Canarsie Beach P 19 
Dec (GW); FBF 19 Dec (DG, SS); Spring 
Creek P, QUEE 19 Dec (Sam Stuart, Rhys 
Marsh); Flushing Airport 20 Dec (CCa); RMSP 
20 Dec (RT); Oakdale 20 Dec (Russ Ogden); 
Southards Pnd 25 Dec (SF); Swindler Cove 1 
Jan (NO); JBWE 2 Jan (BF, TH); Randalls I 3 
Jan (AF); Wagner College, RICH 4 Jan (IG); 
Mass 6 Jan (NS); Plum I 7 Jan (JSp); APP 17 
Jan (mob); private res RICH 26 Jan (IG). 
Nashville Warbler: 10+ ind reported thru 23 
Jan throughout region. 

Com. Yellowthroat: 2 reps NEWY; single 
reps from QUEE, KING, and SUFF 20 Dec-3 
Jan. 

Am. Redstart: Central P thru 4 Dec. 

Yellow Warbler: FBF 19 Dec (BKCC), 
reported thru 15 Jan. 

Palm Warbler: 6 reps SUFF; 6 reps KING, 
last Nap 12 Jan (Joe Giunta). 

Pine Warbler: max 4 MKCC, Nap 19 Dec; 
16+ reps from across Region. 

Prairie Warbler: RMSP 20 Dec (PJL). 


Wilson’s Warbler: 3 reps from city parks; 
Kissena P thru 8 Jan (mob); Bronx Zoo thru 20 
Jan (Todd Olson); Central P thru 7 Jan (mob). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: Baldwin, NASS 2 Jan 
(MMcB); MP 7 Feb (ES). 

SPARROWS - WEAVERS 

Nelson’s Sparrow: 3 Dune Road, Triton Lane 
9 Dec (VC). 

Saltmarsh Sparrow: SNCC during count 
week; OMNSA 10 February thru (Michael 
Farina, ph). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: FMCP 20 Dec-30 Jan 
(CCa, mob). 

LARK SPARROW: very well reported, incl 
three reps SUFF: Yaphank 23 Dec-13 Jan 
(VC); Deep Hollow 27 Dec-1 Jan (K&SF); 
Riverhead Jan 18; single reps QUEE: FMCP 20 
Dec-17 Jan (CCa, mob); KING: East River SP 
20 Dec (Adam Bradley); NASS: PL/JBWE 1 
Jan thru (AW, mob), intro. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: FBF 5 Dec (HL). 
PAINTED BUNTING: bright ad m Prospect 
Park thru 3 Jan (KR, mob); imm m/fem 
Caumsett SP 19 Dec (K&SF, ph). 

Dickcissel: Southards Pnd 1-22 Jan (JG, ph), 
rare in winter. 

E. Meadowlark: max 40 EPCAL 14 Jan (ES, 
MH), most reps from this site; 4 additional 
single reps SUFF; 2 reps KING. 

Rusty Blackbird: max 63 APP 15 Jan (Eric 
Miller); additional reps at traditional wintering 
grounds in all counties. 

Com. Grackle: 10,000+ Northville 30 Jan 
(SSM, PJL). 

Boat-tailed Grackle: max 139 SPCP(DG, et 
a!.). 

Baltimore Oriole: 8+ reps thru 6 Jan, then 
absent until 2 reps GBBC mid-Feb, at feeders, 
ph. 

Purple Finch: sev reps from all counties; 14 
SMSP 7 Dec (Vinny Pellegrino); 12 BBCP 11 
Jan (SSM, PMo); 14 Quogue, SUFF 24 Feb 
(VC). 

Com. Redpoll: Montauk 19 Dec (MMcB), 
only rep. 

Pine Siskin: generally low numbers reported; 
max 20 Dune Road Westhampton 16 Jan (AC). 
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STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! - details seen by Regional Editor; ad - adult; Alt - 
Alternate plumage; Am. - American; arr - arrival or first of season; BBS - 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS - bird of the season; CBC - Christmas Bird 
Count; CO - confirmed nesting; Com. - Common; E. - Eastern; EL - fledgling; 
FY - adult feeding young; I - Island; imm - immature; intro - see introduction 
to report; juv - juvenile; L - Lake; max - maximum; mob - multiple observers; 
N. - Northern; NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR - National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC - report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P - park; Pd - Pond; ph - photographed; 
Pt - Point; Res - Reservoir; Ri - River; SP - State Park; spm - specimen; subad 
- subadult; T - Town of; thru - throughout period; Twn - township; W. - 
Western; WMA - Wildlife Management Area; y - young. 

REPORTING REGIONS 

Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 

the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 

NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 

the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 

the boundary is NY Route 31. 

REPORTING DEADLINES 

Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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New York State Ornithological Association, Inc. 

69 th Annual Meeting, Elmira, New York 
September 10, 2016 

The 69 th Annual Meeting of the New York State Ornithological Association, Inc. 
(NYSOA) was held at the Riverview Holiday Inn, 760 East Water Street, 
Elmira, New York on September 10, 2016. President Joan Collins called the 
meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. Roll call of member clubs revealed 24 delegates 
from 17 clubs were in attendance and that a quorum was present. Michael 
Bochnik made a motion to approve the October 3, 2015 Annual Meeting 
minutes as published in the The Kingbird vol. 65, No. 4. Mike DeSha seconded 
the motion and it was unanimously approved. 

President's Report presented by Joan Collins 

Joan presented her written report, which she made available to the delegates. 
Joan highlighted many activities over the past year beginning with the 2015 
Annual Meeting. The October 2015 Annual Meeting, hosted by the Hudson- 
Mohawk Bird Club and co-chaired by Kathy Schneider and Jory Langer, was a 
great success and a memorable weekend that was enjoyed by 165 participants. 
The NYSOA Archive continues to be maintained by Linda Clark Benedict and 
is housed at the Cornell University Library. The Awards Committee, chaired by 
Bill Ostrander, presented the Lillian Stoner award to Joseph Hernandez and the 
Emanuel Levine Memorial Award was given for the year's best journal article in 
The Kingbird. The Conservation Committee, chaired by Andy Mason, continues 
to be one of NYSOA's strengths, by advocating for birds, their habitats and with 
regard to other conservation issues facing NYS. Once again, Carena Pooth did 
an excellent job compiling the annual County and State Bird List Report, which 
can be found on the NYSOA website. The NYSOA hat giveaway at the 2015 
Annual Meeting, spearheaded by Tim Baird, was well received. The 2015 winter 
field trip in the central Adirondacks was well attended. NYSOA will soon begin 
work on moving its membership process to an online management system. The 
New York State Young Birders Club, chaired by Carena Pooth, continues to 
grow in membership and many young birders have gone on to study ornithology 
in college. The newly formed Publications Committee, chaired by Seth Ausubel, 
held regular conference calls with editors and committee members. The 2016 
Checklist of the Birds of New York State , produced by Carena Pooth, included 
six new species accepted by NYSOA's New York State Avian Records 
Committee, and two American Ornithologists’ Union changes. Carena also 
created a trifold field version of the checklist that can be downloaded from the 
NYSOA website. Greg Lawrence of the Research Committee (chair Kevin 
Griffith), announced the formation of a grant program that plans to offer grants 
for ornithology research. Joan reminded everyone to visit the always up-to-date 
NYSOA website to learn all the latest information and news about NYSOA and 
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thanked Carena Pooth for her commitment to the website. Joan also reminded 
everyone that with all the challenges facing our world, NYSOA continues to 
play an ever more important role in documenting the ornithology of NYS. 

Treasurer's Report by Andy Mason 

Andy provided the following documents: the Balance Sheet and Statement of 
Fund Activity and Balances through June 30, 2016, and December 31, 2015; and 
the Detailed Statement of General Operating Fund Activity through December 
31, 2015. Andy reported that production and distribution of The Kingbird is the 
largest expense in the budget and encouraged members to renew at a higher 
level. 

Audit Report by Andy Mason 

John Cairns, Irving Cantor and Steven Chang examined the financial statements 
submitted by the treasurer. The final report, dated December 31, 2015, found the 
documents present fairly the financial condition of the association. Andy noted 
Irving Cantor will be retiring from the Auditing Committee in 2016. NYSOA is 
grateful to Irving for his dedicated service to the organization for over 30 years. 

NYSOA Committee Reports 

Bill Ostrander gave the Awards Committee Report. The following awards 
were to be presented at the banquet: Certificates of Appreciation to John and 
Marilyn Paarlberg for hosting the Harris's Sparrow and Richard Guthrie, who 
provided guidance to birders for visiting that property; the Prospect Park 
Alliance and Rob Bate for hosting and guiding birders who viewed the Painted 
Bunting; and, Laurie LaFond, who has been avidly raising funds to help protect 
the IBA in Washington County, which is often home to numerous Short-Eared 
Owls and Northern Harriers during the winter. Other awards would be 
announced at the annual dinner in the evening. 

Andy Mason gave the Conservation Committee Report. Andy introduced 
the Committee members and provided a written report of some of the highlights 
of the year's activities. The Committee continues to be involved with the 
following: Participation in the Plum Island coalition to ensure Plum Island, 
located off Long Island, is protected rather than developed; continued 
involvement with the Enterprise Park at Calverton (EPCAL) coalition, which 
monitors development proposals for this large grassland habitat in eastern Long 
Island; submission of comments on the Environmental Assessment for 
restoration of the West Pond at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge; and 
submission of a letter of support to the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the 
proposed Great Thicket National Wildlife Refuge, a large area of non¬ 
contiguous parcels including lands in NYS. The refuge provides habitat for the 
New England cottontail rabbit, whose population has declined 86% since 1960. 
The Committee has plans to meet with the new Deputy Commissioner at DEC, 
Kathy Moser, to discuss the dangers posed by lead ammunition and submit some 
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ideas on how to eventually eliminate it from the environment. Andy Mason's 
article about lead poisoning from ammunition and its effects on Bald Eagles and 
other wildlife was published in NY Birders, July 2016. 

Carena Pooth gave the County Listing Report. Carena reported that 17 
participants submitted sightings from the recently added Pelagic Zone. The 
completed 2015 County Listing Report, dated April 2016, is now on the website 
and the deadline for submission of 2016 data is March 1, 2017. The form will be 
in the October issue of NY Birders as well as on the website. 

Tim Baird gave the Marketing & Publicity Committee Report. Tim 
reported the registrants for the 2016 annual meeting were receiving a stainless 
steel water bottle with the NYSOA logo on it. Tim distributed a press release to 
media contacts titled “New York State's Bird List Approaches 500,” announcing 
that the New York State Avian Records Committee added six new species to 
the list of birds in the new Checklist of the Birds of New York State. 

Mary Beth Warburton reported locations and leaders for 2017 Winter and 
Spring field trips are being researched. 2016 field trips included a winter 
weekend in the Adirondacks in January and Derby Hill/Montezuma in April. 

Greg Lawrence gave the Facebook Report. The NYSOA Facebook page is 
reaching a wider audience and advertising programs and services provided by 
NYSOA. 

Joan Collins gave the Membership Committee Report that was submitted 
by Berna Lincoln and Pat Aitken. Membership has decreased slightly during 
2016, with 497 individual members and 42 club and organization memberships. 

Joan Collins gave the NYSARC Committee Report for Angus Wilson. 
Angus submitted a written report that stated, due to heavy travel schedules of 
several members, the Committee has not been especially active and has fallen 
behind with the publication of the Annual Report. NYSARC Secretary Gary 
Chapin continues to archive reports and respond to inquiries concerning past 
decisions. The prompt review of potential new additions (first state records) 
remains a priority. Angus has worked closely with Carena Pooth to enable her to 
keep all instances (several online and paper versions) of the NYS Checklist 
current. Angus wrote an article called “A New York Perspective on the AOU’s 
2016 Checklist Updates,” which was been posted on the NYSOA website. The 
NYSARC Committee is striving to find new ways to accelerate the review 
process of submitted documentation and develop mechanisms to integrate better 
with eBird in the future. 

Carena Pooth gave the NYS Young Birders Club Report. The total of all 
NYSYBC scholarships awarded since 2010 is expected to top $23,000.00 in 
2016. There was no World Series of Birding team in 2016, but nine young 
birders participated in their own Big Day fundraising events that were very 
successful. Carena thanked the clubs that are NYSYBC partners for their 
support and assistance with field trips, and said that she was looking for a club 
to host the NYSYBC kickoff event on January 15, 2017. 

Seth Ausubel gave the Publications Committee Report. The Committee 
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had two conference calls this year and is working to ensure The Kingbird is 
published on time. Shai Mitra, Pat Lindsay, Carena Pooth and Joan Collins were 
thanked for their outstanding work on NYSOA publications. Regional editors of 
The Kingbird gathered together the previous evening to discuss ways to 
streamline the reporting process and help attract new editors. Bill Ostrander has 
helped develop a process of extracting information from eBird that has 
benefitted the regional editors. An electronic option for receiving The Kingbird 
is being discussed for the future. 

Shai Mitra gave The Kingbird report. Shai reported that the time between 
issues of The Kingbird has been reduced and he thanked the Publications 
Committee and Pat Lindsay, Production Manager, for keeping things on track. 

Joan Collins gave the New York Birders Report. The October issue will 
feature highlights from the annual weekend and information from Ron 
Pittaway's Winter Finch Forecast. The “Profile of a NYSOA Volunteer” column 
has been well received and will continue to be included in each issue. Joan 
encouraged all to submit articles and photos for New York Birders. 

Carena Pooth gave the Checklist of the Birds of New York State Report 
that stated the 2017 iteration of the Checklist will contain the AOU re¬ 
sequencing and updates from the 57 th Supplement (July 2016) to the Check-list 
of North American Birds and will be printed in the Fall of 2016. 

Greg Lawrence gave the Research Committee Report. The Research 
Committee is moving forward with creating a grant program that will help 
supplement funding for appropriate research projects. Sources for funding and 
ideas from other agencies regarding projects are being explored. Recipients of a 
NYSOA grant will be required to present their work at the paper session during 
NYSOA's Annual Meetings. 

Bill Ostrander gave the NYS Waterfowl Count Report. The dates for the 
2017 Waterfowl Count are January 14—January 22, with a target date of January 
15. 

Joan Collins gave the Breeding Bird Atlas Report. The BBAIII committee 
had two meetings in 2016 and stated that eBird will serve as the main portal for 
data collection during the upcoming atlas project. Wisconsin is the first state 
using eBird for its atlas project, which should provide valuable information for 
New York’s BBAIII. DEC is applying for a Federal Aid and Restoration grant to 
help fund the BBAIII project. The BBAIII begins in 2020. 

Carena Pooth gave the Website and Information Services Report. Carena 
submitted a written report based on research using Google Analytics, showing 
which topics and pages received the most usage. The NYSOA home page 
received the most and the second most popular item was the NYS Checklist. 
Overall, there is more activity this year than last on both the NYSOA and 
NYSYBC (NYS Young Birders Club) websites. 

Mike Wasilco gave the annual DEC Report. Mike is the Regional Wildlife 
Manager for Region 8. Mike presented information on the following subjects. 
NYS has finalized the Bald Eagle Conservation Plan; a copy can be found on the 
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DEC website. Lead bullets that fragment and contaminate carcasses that are 
discarded and then consumed by scavenging animals may be the main source of 
lead poisoning that has affected Bald Eagles and other wildlife in NYS. DEC is 
encouraging the use of non-lead ammunition and is spreading the message 
mostly through hunter education. This issue needs to be addressed in an ongoing 
manner and NYSOA will continue to be a leader in monitoring the progress of 
the non-lead ammunition program. No cormorants were managed in New York 
in 2016. The Spruce Grouse reintroduction program continued this year which 
relocated a total of 60 birds from Maine and Ontario to NYS. The Grassland 
Bird Conservation Strategy is researching a new approach for increasing habitat 
and developing core conservation areas that will create a landscape more 
conducive to maintaining a viable population of grassland birds. The Migratory 
Game Bird team at DEC is devising a plan to refresh and gather new data on 
wintering waterfowl concentration areas. The team plans to apply for a Federal 
aid grant in 2017 that would assist with the program. The plan will identify 
where the largest concentrations of wintering waterfowl exist and how to help 
safeguard those areas in the future; aerial surveys may be needed to assist with 
monitoring these areas. The goal of Young Forest Initiative (YFI) program is to 
convert and maintain up to 10% of forested lands in selected WMA's to young 
forest. Young forest habitat has declined in NYS and is required by several 
species, such as Ruffed Grouse, New England Cottontail, Golden-winged 
Warbler and American Woodcock. The YFI program has hired staff and has 
received approval to begin clearing and cutting at eight Wildlife Management 
Areas. More details on the YFI can be found on the DEC website. 

Election of Officers 

Bob Adamo presented the Nominating Committee Report. The committee 
nominated the following 2016-2017 slate of Officers/Directors: 

Joan Collins - President 
Seth Ausubel -Vice President 
John Kent - Recording Secretary 
Andy Mason - Treasurer 
Greg Lawrence - Director (2018) 

Richard Guthrie - Director (2018) 

Doug Futuyma - Director (2018) 

Shirley Shaw - Director (2018) 

Mary Beth Warburton - Director (2018) 

Mike Bochnik made a motion to elect the slate of Officers and Directors. Shai 
Mitra seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. Mary Beth 
Warburton resigned as a Director. The Nominating Committee nominated Bob 
Spahn to fill the position vacated by Mary Beth’s resignation, resulting in an 
amended slate of Officers and Directors including: 
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Bob Spahn - Director (2018) 

Andy Mason made a motion to accept the amended slate of Officers and 
Directors. Kevin Griffith seconded the motion, and it was unanimously 
approved. 

Election of Nominating Committee 

Joan Collins, on behalf of the NYSOA Board of Directors, presented the 
following names for election to the 2016-2017 Nominating Committee: 

Bob Adamo (Chair), Janet Allison, and Dominic Sherony. 

Andy Mason made a motion to elect the Nominating Committee as proposed. 
Shai Mitra seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

Election of Auditing Committee 

Joan Collins, on behalf of the NYSOA Board of Directors, presented the 
following names for election to the 2016-2017 Auditing Committee: 

Stephen Chang (Chair), John Cairns and Tom Burke. 

Kevin Griffith made a motion to elect the Auditing Committee as proposed. Bob 
Adamo seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: The location for the 2017 Annual Meeting is not known at this 
time. The Rochester Birding Association will host the 2018 Annual Meeting. 
Mike DeSha made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Greg Lawrence seconded 
the motion and it was unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned at 12:06 p.m. 

Addendum: Awards presented during the Saturday evening banquet: 

Certificates of appreciation were presented to: 

• John and Marilyn Paarlberg for welcoming and assisting the birders who 
came to enjoy the Harris’s Sparrow at their home in November 2015. 

• Richard Guthrie for arranging access for birders to see the Harris's Sparrow 
in Loudonville in November 2015. 

• Prospect Park Alliance for welcoming the birders who came to enjoy the 
Painted Bunting in Prospect Park in December 2015. 

• Rob Bate for his constant communication with both the Prospect Park 
Alliance and the birding community to ensure birders' enjoyment of the Painted 
Bunting with minimal impact to the park, in December 2015. 

• Laurie LaFond for her strong and effective advocacy of the Washington 
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County Grasslands IB A. 

• Chemung Valley Audubon Society for organizing and hosting the 2016 
NYSOA Annual Meeting / NYS Birders Conference. 

The Emanuel Levine Memorial Award, which recognizes the best Kingbird 
article each year, went to Kathryn Schneider for ‘The case for adding Carolina 
Parakeet ( Conuropsis carolinensis) to the Checklist of the Birds of New York 
State," published in The Kingbird , Vol. 65, No. 3, September 2015. 

The Lillian C. Stoner Award was presented to Kai Victor, a high school senior 
from New York City (nominated by the New York State Young Birders Club). 

The President's Award was given to Irving Cantor to recognize his more than 
30 years of outstanding service on NYSOA/FNYSBC's Auditing Committee. 
His sage advice will be greatly missed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Beth Warburton 
Recording Secretary 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Maxwell Corydon Wheat, Jr. (1927-2016) 


Maxwell C. Wheat, Jr., longtime Conservation Chairman of the Federation of 
New York State Bird Clubs, (predecessor to NYSOA), and founder and editor of 
New York Birders , the organization's newsletter, died June 7, 2016 in 
Alexandria, VA. 

Max Wheat was born in Geneva, NY and graduated from Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges with a degree in English. Following service as a Marine 
in World War II, he went on to earn Masters degrees in English and education. 

Max settled on the south shore of Long Island, where as an avid birder, he 
became involved with the Federation in the 1960s. In 1972 he began a periodic 
bulletin called Conservation Now. Out of this grew the now regular newsletter, 
New York Birders. He edited or co-edited this publication for 23 consecutive 
years. His knowledge and experience as a published writer and poet served him 
and the organization well in this role. 

He also fully realized the importance of bird conservation and put in 12 
years as chairman of the Conservation Committee. Max was so committed to 
this work that in 1970, then Federation President Edgar Reilly stated, “Max 
Wheat and conservation are synonyms.” 

In addition to his involvement with the Federation, Max was a prolific poet. 
His subjects were varied and broad and often included birds, but at times 
touched on controversial topics. In 2007 he was named Nassau County's first 
poet laureate. However there was opposition to this within the county 
legislature, due to the anti-war nature of some of his poems. Despite this 
rejection, his peers and community rallied behind him and gave him the title by 
acclaim. 

For many Federation members, their fondest memory of Max are his 
readings of bird poems to close the papers session at the group's annual 
meetings. This was a tradition for many years and provided a thoughtful 
counterpoint to the scientific presentations. 

Max Wheat received the Gordon M. Meade Distinguished Service Award in 
1976 for his outstanding service to the Federation. In the 1998 supplement to 
The Kingbird , "Federation of New York State Bird Clubs History of the First 
Fifty Years", author Stanley Lincoln singled out Max Wheat for praise: 

“Clearly, accolades must go to Wheat, who, in addition to his 
work on the Conservation Committee, produced an early 
publication, Conservation Now , and then edited New York Birders 
for nearly a quarter century. This rare combination must be 
viewed as fundamental to the success of our conservation focus.” 

Max Wheat is survived by his wife Ginger and three daughters. Our 
condolences go out to the Wheat family. 
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Warblers Outside Her Sickroom Window 


A Poem for Ruth Williston Stevens Wheat 
March 28, 1902-November 24,1934 

May 13, 1933, Saw yellow warbler 
and two blackburnian warblers , 

my mother pencil-dashed into her three-year diary, 1932-34, 
brief space for each year, her last years 


Birds listed only for April-May, 

time of radiantly plumaged passerines from the South, from rain forests, 
birds she enjoyed out window or bedded on back porch. 

Born a “Blue Baby,” heart defect at birth, 
bluish skin discoloration, heart failure comes 


Doctor warns her, no school prom! 

“I am going to live my life!” she declares to her mother. 
Doctor warns her—no baby! 

“I will have a child!” 

May 10, 1933: Saw first oriole—Hypo at night-complete ease! 


In bed in my blue-walled room upstairs, 
lights blaring throughout house, 
voices from living room re-arranged for her care, 
Dr. Doran’s, Dr. Allen’s, my father’s 


Eager for life: 

riding astern my father’s motorcycle, arms firm ‘round his waist 

Appleton’s restaurant, downtown Seneca Street, Geneva, cocktails, lunch 

Belhurst Inn, once Under Ground Railroad refuge, evening dining 

Seneca Yacht Club, covered sailing races for Geneva Daily Times 

reporting her husband usually taking winning gun 

cruising with him aboard his 32-foot cabin yawl, Lotus 

the 38 miles of Seneca Lake, 

longest of upstate New York’s Finger Lakes 

And her warblers—her magnificent warblers: 
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Palm, Parula, Prairie, Yellow-rumped, Yellowtthroat 
Black-throated Blue, Black-throated Green 
Blackpoll, Black and White 
Canada— necklace of black on yellow 
Yellow— rainfall of rusty stripes down yellow breast 
Blackburnian— throat flamed orange— “firethroat” 

Reds tart— striking orange wing and tail patches on robe of black 
Chestnut-sided— flanks streaked reddish, head capped by sun 
Cape May— tiger striped, face solar-eclipsed by chestnut cheek patch 
Magnolia— contest of contrasts: ebony streaks race down yellow breast, 
fair-weather cumulus glorifies dark wings and tail 

May 14, 1934: Saw scarlet tanager and 7 warblers from my porch. 

Maxwell Corydon Wheat, Jr. 

Founder & First Editor, New York Birders 

First Poet Laureate, Nassau County, New York (2007-09) 



Photo by Scott Stoner 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEASON-SPRING 2016 


S. S. Mitra 

Biology Department, College of Staten Island 
2800 Victory Boulevard, Staten Island, NY 10314 
shaibal.mitra@csi.cuny.edu 


Among the many rare and regionally significant birds recorded this spring, 
several stand out for me, in part because they occurred in interesting groupings. 
The trifecta of a Western Willet, three Short-billed Dowitchers, and an 
American Avocet observed on 17 May in Washington County would have been 
an exciting find anywhere in the state; in the context of Region 8’s challenging 
shorebirding environment, they were particularly noteworthy. The same is true 
regarding the duo of a Western Willet and a Marbled Godwit found via Greg 
Lawrence’s exceptional effort and tenacity in Region 6. Had these two birds not 
been there on 22 May, Greg might have lost a bit of enthusiasm for such work, 
but following these rewards, we can be sure he’ll keep at it. Furthermore, these 
records helped to refine our very incomplete understanding of the migratory 
status of Western Willet in New York State—as did the unusual number of 
reports from Region 3. 

At another end of the Empire State, Region l’s exceptionally long and deep 
ornithological history was shaken up by the appearance of two Western 
Tanagers—tripling the Region’s tally of documented records. And these were 
just part of the story of this species this season. Another continued from winter 
at Cornell University in Region 3, finally departing on 3 April; and another was 
at a Region 9 feeder 23 March-10 April, sharing similar timing with the Ithaca 
bird and further explaining why this and other other western vagrants are often 
found at migrant traps in early to mid April. 

In central New York, Piping Plovers have shown an uptick in occurrence 
and breeding activity on the eastern shores of Lake Ontario, as shown again this 
spring. And one on Oneida Lake this season (just the third record there) hints at 
the potential for more records of upstate migrants in the future. 

Region 10 always records lots of rare birds, owing to its geography and 
demography. Even as this pattern engenders much racing around by year-listers, 
it also contributes to a sort of sanguine (or is it envious?) resignation among the 
patch-birding purists, as well as a mesmerized (or is it stupefied?) inertia among 
the arm-chair birders struggling to keep up with things. Regardless, everyone 
had to marvel at this spring’s trio of warbler megas: Audubon’s, Swainson’s, 
and Hermit! This writer certainly did, despite not seeing any of them, and 
notwithstanding certain sanguine (and stupefied) tendencies. 

All of these examples of potential Birds of the Season owe part of their 
impact to numbers, as componnents of interesting groupings. This advantage 
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was not shared by Region 2’s Gray Kingbird, nor by Region 9’s Bullock’s 
Oriole. These were simply remarkable birds. 

But my choice for Bird of the Season for Spring 2016 exhibited personal 
qualities far beyond its rarity, which was admittedly on a slightly lower scale 
than some of the birds mentioned above. In terms of beauty, charisma, and 
cooperativeness, Broome County’s long-staying Yellow-headed Blackbird will 
surely remain one of Region 4’s most memorable rarities for years to come. 
Found by Jonathan Weeks on 2 April and seen and heard by many visitors to 
Boland Pond over several weeks, this was for many an unforgettable bird. 



Photo © Gorge Chiu, 13 Apr 2016. 


SPRING ARRIVAL DATES FOR 2016 


Region 

Species 

Reported 1 

Seasonality 2 
vs. 1987-15 

Advance 3 

(Days) 

Record 
Early Spp. 

1 

92 

-3.89 

-1.74 

10 

2 

93 

-3.68 

-2.34 

4 

3 

93 

-4.46 

-2.84 

6 

4 





5 

87 

-2.04 

1.65 

8 

6 

89 

-5.25 

5.29 

10 

7 





8 

90 

-4.66 

1.20 

3 

9 

79 

-2.77 

-0.90 

10 

10 

71 

-0.10 

-0.33 

6 


'Maximum number of species = 93. 

2 Average arrival in a Region compared to that Region’s 30-year average. 

3 Average arrival in a Region compared to the average of all Regions. 

Given difficulties in estimating arrivals of some species in some Regions, estimates of 
Seasonality and Advance should be interpreted with caution. 
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| Species | 

| American Bittern | 

| Green Heron | 

| Wood Duck | 

| Green-winged Teal | 

| Northern Pintail | 

| Blue-winged Teal | 

| Osprey 1 

| Virginia Rail | 

| Sora | 

| Common Moorhen | 

| Black-bellied Plover | 

| Semipalmated Plover | 

| Killdeer | 

| Greater Yellowlegs | 

| Lesser Yellowlegs | 

| Solitary Sandpiper | 

| Spotted Sandpiper | 

| Sanderling | 

| Semipalmated Sandpiper | 

| Least Sandpiper | 

| Pectoral Sandpiper | 

| Wilson's Snipe | 

| American Woodcock | 

| Caspian Tern | 

| Common Tern | 

| Black Tern | 

| Marsh Wren | 
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| Species | 

| Black-billed Cuckoo | 

| Common Nighthawk | 

| Chimney Swift | 

| Ruby-thr Hummingbird | 

| Y ellow-bellied Sapsucker | 

| Olive-sided Flycatcher | 

| Eastern Wood-Pewee j 

| Alder Flycatcher | 

| Willow Flycatcher | 

| Least Flycatcher | 

| Eastern Phoebe | 

| Gr. Crested Flycatcher | 

| Eastern Kingbird | 

| Purple Martin | 

| Tree Swallow | 

|N. Rough-winged Swallow | 

| Bank Swallow I 

| Cliff Swallow | 

| Barn Swallow | 

| House Wren | 

| Ruby-crowned Kinglet | 

| Blue-gray Gnatcatcher | 

| Eastern Bluebird | 

1“ 

> 

|Swainson's Thrush | 

| Hermit Thrush j 

| Wood Thrush | 

| Gray Catbird | 

| Brown Thrasher | 

| Blue-headed Vireo | 

| Y ellow-throated Vireo | 

| Warbling Vireo | 

| Red-eyed Vireo I 
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REGION 1-NIAGARA FRONTIER 


Mike Morgante 

6405 Woodberry Court, East Amherst, NY 14051 
morgm@roadrunner.com 

The mild winter continued into March 2016. The mean temperature at the 
Buffalo weather station was 39.9° F, 5.9° above normal, and temperatures hit 
the 70s by then end of the month. There was 2.85" of precipitation, 0.02" below 
average. There was only 0.9" of snowfall, 12.0" below average. Lake Erie never 
froze this winter, and a strong seiche event occurred on the 29 th after several 
wind storms. April was cooler and barely distinguishable from March. The mean 
temperature was 43.1°, 2.8° below average. Precipitation was 1.90", 1.11" below 
average, with 7.1" of snowfall, 4.4" above normal. The first two weeks were 
cold and with occasional snow that drove migrants to roadsides and feeders. The 
only warm spring days occurred during the third week of the month. May was 
dry, with cool weather prevailing over the first three weeks and then summer- 
like warmth for the remainder of the month. The average temperature was 58.9°, 
2.0° above normal. Rainfall was 1.21", 2.25" below normal, with a trace of snow 
on the 15 th to dampen the spirits of those conducting the Buffalo Ornithological 
Society May Count. 

The waterfowl migration started early with the warm winter, and geese and 
swans had largely passed by the end of March. A few large counts of Snow 
Geese continued along Lake Ontario in early March. There were five sightings 
of Greater White-fronted Goose within a small window in early March. The 
maximum Cackling Goose flock count was 20, and this species is becoming less 
noteworthy. The most unusual goose sighting this spring was a group of four 
Brant at Batavia WWTP, originally found by Greg Lawrence on the early date 
of 1 May. The next day, a Harlequin Duck was identified at Batavia WWTP, 
thought to be the first at this location. It remained through 10 May. Harlequin 
Ducks grew in number in the Niagara River off Niagara Falls SP to seven in late 
April, and several continued well into May. There were two King Eider 
sightings on Lake Ontario, which might have been of the same immature male. 
There were four to five Eurasian Wigeon reports, a few more than in other 
recent spring seasons. Other notable duck sightings included a high count of 400 
Gadwall on Chautauqua Lake at Ellicott by Nathan Goldberg and Mary 
Margaret Ferraro, who later in the month had a nice count of 1,350 Redhead 
there. Blue-winged Teal numbers remain a concern, as the maximum spring 
count was only 12 and low numbers were recorded on both BOS counts, with 
only 75 in April and just eight in May. 

Red-necked Grebes were sighted in good numbers on Lake Ontario in 
March and into mid-April. It’s tough to say whether the Eared Grebe 
discovered at Batavia WWTP on 31 May was “coming or going” as that is early 
for when this species usually shows up in summer at this location. Bob Peterson 
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was delighted to find and photograph five American White Pelicans along 
Lake Erie at Wright Beach in Dunkirk during the BOS May Count. Charles and 
Nicholas Militello observed one flying over Buffalo a few days later on 22 May. 
No uncommon or rare waders or ibis were found this spring. 

There were no rarities reported from the raptor migration. There were four 
Golden Eagle sightings, including Ripley and Hamburg Hawkwatch data. 
Rough-legged Hawks remained relatively scarce. A Northern Goshawk in 
Alfred was the only one other than a few at the hawk watches. 

The spring shorebird migration was unspectacular. An early highlight was 
an American Golden-Plover at Carol Hardenburg’s farm in Portland. The 
weather conditions on 1-2 May that brought Brant, Harlequin Duck, and more 
White-winged Scoters than usual for Batavia WWTP may have had something 
to do with putting small groups of Willets down. There were seven at Batavia 
WWTP, three at Point Breeze, and five at Dunkirk Harbor on those days. 
Adding one later at Chautauqua Lake made for an impressive showing. An early 
Short-billed Dowitcher was documented off Route 98 in Batavia. 

An adult Thayer’s Gull nicely photographed by Willie D’Anna at Niagara 
Falls SP was the only notable larid find this spring. D’Anna was also surprised 
to find and photograph a Common Tern on the pier at Wilson on the record early 
date of 13 March. Forster’s Terns were notable, with four on the BOS April 
Count and a few sightings in May including three on Chautauqua Lake on 17 
May. 

A few Snowy Owls could be found around Buffalo Harbor in March, 
lasting into early April with only one other report. Northern Saw-whet Owl 
was reported on two dates in March at Wilson-Tuscarora SP. There were only 
two Short-eared Owl reports, with one a daytime migrant sighted at the 
Hamburg Hawkwatch. 

Common Nighthawk reports were relatively few and in low numbers. An 
Eastern Whip-poor-will sighted on 6 May at Forest Lawn Cemetery allowed 
many birders to look at this Regional rarity during daylight. Merlin and 
Peregrine Falcon sightings are now too numerous to include all the records in 
this account. An Olive-sided Flycatcher photographed by Marcia Dirnberger 
near the University at Buffalo was remarkably early on 30 April. There were 
only two other reports of this species. Carolina Wrens have decreased in the last 
few years, as evidenced by only nine on this year’s BOS April Count compared 
with 75 two years ago. The harsh winters of 2013-14 and 2014-15 are likely the 
cause of this decrease. There were higher counts of Lapland Longspurs in early 
April, in part as snow pushed them to roadsides. Vicki Rothman had an 
impressive count of 215 in Hartland on 7 April. 

Birders were content with the songbird and warbler migration, especially at 
Forest Lawn Cemetery, where the number of birders continues to increase in this 
urban migrant oasis. Besides higher warbler species counts and often excellent 
looks, Forest Lawn Cemetery boasted two rarities, or perhaps “semi-rarities” 
given their increasing occurrence in spring, in Worm-eating Warbler and a 
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Yellow-throated Warbler. Another Yellow-throated was found in late May in 
Chautauqua. There were six Golden-winged Warbler sightings plus one 
Brewster’s and one Lawrence’s. This is about par or slightly above for Golden¬ 
winged in recent Mays. The only Prothonotary Warbler was at the regular 
breeding location at Tonawanda WMA. Tim Lenz described a “Yellow” or 
“Eastern” Palm Warbler on 23 April at Tifft NP. While this subspecies is 
infrequently reported in this Region it is likely overlooked as well. 

Clay-colored Sparrows are becoming more regular. There were seven 
sightings in May, with many of them in Niagara County. The loyal “Oregon” 
Junco remained at the Landau feeders through at least 30 April. 

Western Tanager takes claim for the biggest rarity this spring. Only 
documented once before in this Region, in April 2013, there were two sighted in 
different locations during the first week of May. Alan Baczkiewicz was greeted 
with quite the yard bird on the morning of 7 May when he found a male Western 
Tanager. He diligently used the local rare bird text system and phone alert to 
spread the word and many made it in time to see the bird in his Williamsville 
neighborhood. The tanager was rediscovered that afternoon at nearby Amherst 
State Park. Photos spread later of another male Western Tanager visiting Pam 
Bliss’s feeder in Rushford, Allegany County 3-7 May, along with a female 
Scarlet Tanager. Nice feeder action! To complete the regional tanager hat trick, 
Bill and Linda Seleen found a Summer Tanager in Ellery, which was observed 
by a few others during its stay of 15-16 May. 

A male Painted Bunting was photographed by Sue and George Anthony 
as it visited their feeder in the Town of Allegany near Olean over a three day 
period during the third week of May (I’ve yet to be able to determine the exact 
dates). This is only the fourth record for the Region, all of which have occurred 
in May. Rounding out the rarities was an adult male Yellow-headed Blackbird 
visiting a backyard in Buffalo for several days in April. 

Similar to the winter, there were just a few Common Redpoll reports, and 
Pine Siskins were present but not in overwhelming numbers. 

The 81 st BOS April Count was held on 10 April, and totals of 144 species 
and 111,177 individuals were recorded. The totals were affected by the weather, 
as temperatures barely broke into the 30s and some light snow occurred. The 
most notable sighting was a Rose-breasted Grosbeak by Michael DeSha, a first 
in the history of the count. No record high counts were reported. 

The BOS May Count was held on 15 May, with the aforementioned cold 
weather and trace of snow, with 202 species recorded. High counts vs. the last 
50 years included Northern Shoveler (30), White-winged Scoter (224), Osprey 
(39), Bald Eagle (40), Cliff Swallow (337), Northern Mockingbird (46), 
Northern Parula (32), and Pine Warbler (21). Fifty-year low counts included 
Wilson’s Snipe (1), Belted Kingfisher (39), Eastern Wood-Pewee (9), Wood 
Thrush (103), Savannah Sparrow (65), Swamp Sparrow (53), and Bobolink 
(241). 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Connie Adams, Sue & George Anthony, Rick Bacher, Alan Baczkiewicz (ABa), 
Sue Barth, Doug Beattie, Jim Berry (JBe), Pam Bliss, Julie Braun (JBr), Anna 
Bressan (ABr), Willie D’Anna, Marcia Dirnberger, Kathy Eberling, Brad Felton, 
Mary Margaret Ferraro, Chris Gainey, Ozzerina Gall, Dennis Gralak, Nathan 
Goldberg, Becky Harbison, Carol Hardenburg, Alec Humann, Nate Johnson, 
Tom Kerr, Chris Kundl, Jim & Karen Landau, Greg Lawrence (GLa), Tim Lenz, 
Garner Light (GLi), Kevin McGann, Jim Miles, Charles & Nicholas Militello, 
Joe Mitchell, Celeste Morien, Brian Morse, Bob Peterson (BPe), Ralph 
Peterson, Betsy Potter (BPo), Jay Powell, John Rosenburg, Vicki Rothman, AJ 
Ryan, James & Ann Sawusch, Shelly Seidman, William & Linda Seleen, Mike 
Tetlow, Alison Van Keuren, Kirk Vanstrom, Gale VerHague, Brad Walker, 
Jonathan Weber, Chris Wood, Peter Yoerg. 

ABBREVIATIONS 


A1SP - Allegany SP, CATT; AmSP - Amherst SP, ERIE; BeSP - Beaver I SP, 
ERIE; BMAC - Beaver Meadow Audubon Center, WYOM; BOSAC - Buffalo 
Ornithological Society April Count - 10 Apr; BOSMC - Buffalo Ornithological 
Society May Count - 15 May; BufH - Buffalo Harbor, ERIE; BuSP - Buckhorn 
I SP, ERIE; BWWTP - Batavia Waste Water Treatment Plant, GENE; ChauL - 
Chautauqua L, CHAU; CSWMA - Conewango Swamp WMA, CATT; DH 
I)unkirk Harbor, CHAU; FLC - Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, ERIE; FMCSP 
- Four Mile Creek SP, NIAG; GHSP - Golden Hill SP, NIAG; Hamburg HW - 
Hamburg Hawk Watch, ERIE; INWR - Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; LBSP - 
Lakeside Beach SP, ORLE; NF - Niagara Falls, NIAG; NFSP - Niagara Falls 
SP, NIAG; NPP - Niagara Power Project, NIAG; NR - Niagara R; 00WMA - 
Oak Orchard WMA, GENE/ORLE; PB - Point Breeze, ORLE; PG - Point 
Gratiot, CHAU; RWNP - Reinstein Woods NP, ERIE; Ripley HW - Ripley 
Hawk Watch, CHAU; Tifft NP - Tifft Nature Preserve, ERIE; TRWMA - 
Tillman Road WMA, ERIE; TWMA - Tonawanda WMA, GENE/NIAG; 
WFWMA - Watts Flats WMA, CHAU; WoBSP - Woodlawn Beach SP, ERIE; 
WTSP - Wilson-Tuscarora SP, NIAG. 

WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Dunkirk 
CHAU 4 Mar; max 5 Medina ORLE 4 Mar; 3 
PB 6 Mar; 2 INWR, 4 Porter NIAG 8 Mar; 
sightings occurred in this small window. 

Snow Goose: max 1000, 3200 Yates ORLE 7, 

9 Mar (WD); 6, 5 INWR 7,10 Mar; 12 Amherst 
ERIE 9 Mar; 65 Orangeville WYOM 11 Mar. 

Brant: 4 BWWTP 1, 2 May (GLa), early. 


Cackling Goose: 4 Yates ORLE 7 Mar; max 20 
INWR 8 Mar (PY); 4 Newstead ERIE 21 Mar; 

3 Hartland NIAG 26 Mar; last BOSAC. 

Mute Swan: sev reports along L Ontario shore; 
20 BOSAC; 9 BOSMC. 

Trumpeter Swan: 2 Elba GENE 31 Mar (DB), 
only report. 

Tundra Swan: 406 Celoron ChauL 2 Mar; max 
825 Elba GENE 9 Mar (DB); 381 INWR 10 
Mar; 80 TWMA 5 Apr; last BOSMC. 
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Wood Duck: arr 3 WTSP, 3 BWWTP, 2 
Dunkirk CHAU, Pomfret CHAU 7 Mar; max 
71 INWR 20 May. 

Gadwall: max 400 Ellicott ChauL (NG, MMF), 
record count; 125 TWMA 29 Mar (DB). 
Eurasian Wigeon: Dunkirk CHAU 3 Mar 
(CH), early; 1, 1 TWMA 8, 26 Mar (PY, JW); 
OOWMA 19 Mar (WD); Tifft NP 25 Apr 
(DGr). 

Am. Wigeon: 275 Ellicott ChauL 25 Mar; max 
407 TWMA 29 Mar (DB). 

Blue-winged Teal: arr 2 Alexander GENE 10 
Mar; max 12 WFWMA 27 Apr; 75 BOSAC; 8 
BOSMC. 

N. Shoveler: 48 OOWMA 19 Mar; max 71 
Elba GENE 31 Mar. 

N. Pintail: 212 INWR 5 Mar; max 1850 Elba 
GENE 9 Mar (DB); 500, 535 TWMA 30 Mar, 5 
Apr; 2 BuSP 25 May. 

Green-winged Teal: 65 TWMA 27 Mar; max 
76 INWR 6 May. 

Canvasback: max 100 NF 6 Mar, low; last 13 
BOSAC. 

Redhead: max 1350 Ellicott ChauL 25 Mar 
(MMF, NG); 87 BWWTP 26 Mar; 300 S 
Dayton CATT 30 Mar; BWWTP 31 May. 
Ring-necked Duck: max 881, 1022 INWR 22 
Mar, 6 Apr; 442 TWMA 26 Mar. 

Greater Scaup: max 300 NF 6 Mar; last 4 
BWWTP 5 May. 

Lesser Scaup: max 1300 Ellicott ChauL 25 
Mar (MMF, NG); BWWTP 31 May. 

King Eider: Somerset NIAG 26 Mar (WD); 
imm m PB 9, 10 Apr (KM, GL); only reports. 
Harlequin Duck: 4-7, 4, 4, 2 NFSP 23-27 Apr, 
1, 17, 19 May (CK; JM; WD); BWWTP 2-10 
May (MT), believed to be first time at this 
location. 

Surf Scoter: Olcott NIAG 3 Mar; BufH 4 Mar; 
max 12,4 Wilson NIAG 22 Mar, 1 Apr; 
Somerset NIAG 26 Mar; 2 GHSP 9 May; PB 10 
May. 

White-winged Scoter: max 159 Wilson NIAG 
22 Mar; 12 NFSP 25 Apr; 15, 20 BWWTP 1, 2 
May (GLa, MT), good count for location; last 8 
Carlton ORLE 28 May. 

Black Scoter: Wilson NIAG 1 Apr, only 
report. 

Long-tailed Duck: max 861 Wilson NIAG 1 
Apr; 45 Porter NIAG 20 May. 

Bufflehead: 162 Grand I NR 1 Mar; max 185, 
222, 140 BWWTP 26 Mar, 11 Apr, 2 May; last 
16 BOSMC. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 1249 Grand I NR 11 
Mar; last 2 GHSP 9 May. 
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Hooded Merganser: 30 DH 3 Mar; max 47 
Tifft NP 26 Mar. 

Com. Merganser: max 1600 Grand I NR 8 
Mar. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 552 Wilson 
NIAG 1 Apr. 

Ruddy Duck: 16 Ellery ChauL 14 Mar (JBe); 
20 OOWMA 19 Mar; 8 BMAC 24 Mar (TK); 
max 248,400, 20 BWWTP 26 Mar, 6 Apr, 30 
May; 160 N Harmony ChauL 26 Apr. 
Red-throated Loon: max 274, 345 Wilson 
NIAG 22 Mar, 1 Apr (WD); last Yates ORLE 
28 May. 

Com. Loon: arr 2 BufH 21 Mar; max 75 
Portville CATT 4 Apr (KE); 22 Alma ALLE 12 
Apr (ABr); 37 Cassadaga CHAU 13 Apr; some 
good inland counts. 

Pied-billed Grebe: arr Dunkirk CHAU 4 Mar; 
15 S Dayton CATT 15 Apr. 

Horned Grebe: 67 BWWTP 23 Mar; max 108 
Amherst ERIE 25 Mar; 21 Ellery ChauL 14 
Apr; 14 Cuba L ALLE 24 Apr; 2 GHSP 18 
May. 

Red-necked Grebe: 2 Somerset NIAG 9 Mar; 
max 135 Somerset NIAG 26 Mar; 32 Wilson 
NIAG 22 Mar; 657 BOSAC, good count; Ellery 
ChauL 14, 16 Apr; GHSP 9 May. 

EARED GREBE (Rl): BWWTP 31 May 
(CM, SB), early if this was ‘summer’ arrival. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 1110 BufH 
20 Apr; 358 Ellery ChauL 9 May; 445 
Tonawanda NR 26 May. 

AM. WHITE PELICAN: 5 Dunkirk CHAU 
BOSMC (BPe, ph.); Buffalo ERIE 22 May 
(C&NM); rare, but most likely to appear in 
May. 

Am. Bittern: arr Tifft NP 25 Apr; Pomfret 
CHAU 27 Apr; 1,4 INWR 29 Apr, 27 May; 3 
TWMA 25 May. 

Least Bittern: arr 1, 4 INWR 4, 28 May; 
OOWMA 30 May. 

Great Egret: arr Tifft NP 24 Mar; max 70 
Tonawanda NR 25 Apr. 

Green Heron: arr 2 BOSAC. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr 4 Grand I 
NR 16 Mar. 

Black Vulture: 8, 3 Lewiston NIAG 16 Mar, 

30 Apr, reg loc where resident; Hamburg HW 
17 Mar (JL). 

Turkey Vulture: max 2274, 1480 Hamburg 
HW 16 Mar, 1 Apr. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: arr 2 CSWMA 25 Mar; max 31 
Hamburg HW 14 Apr. 
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Bald Eagle: max 33 Hamburg HW 4 Apr. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 246 Hamburg HW 
4 May. 

N. Goshawk: 1, 2 Ripley HW 24 Mar, 3 May; 
Alfred ALLE 19 Apr(RP); 1, 1, 1 Hamburg 
HW 16,28, 30 Apr; only reports. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: arr Alden ERIE, 
Cassadaga CHAU 4 Mar; max 35 Hamburg 
HW 16 Mar. 

Broad-winged Hawk: arr BOSAC; max 1749, 
1342 Hamburg HW 25, 30 Apr. 

Rough-legged Hawk: max 3 CSWMA 4, 5 
Mar. 

Golden Eagle: OOWMA 7 Mar (WD); 

BOSAC; INWR 17 Apr (J&AS); Ripley HW 7 
May; only reports. 

Virginia Rail: arr Tifft NP 3 Apr; 2 Pomfret 
CHAU 1 May; 2 BWWTP 21 May. 

Sora: arr BWWTP 16 Apr; 2 BWWTP 1 May; 
max 4 Jamestown Airport CHAU 4, 7 May. 
Com. Gallinule: arr INWR 17 Apr; max 26 
INWR 12 May. 

Am. Coot: arr TWMA 5 Mar; max 123 
Celoron ChauL 27 Mar; 122 Ellery ChauL 16 
Apr. 

Sandhill Crane: too many to report all; 12 
eleven loc Mar & Apr, 1-4 each; 11 BOSAC; 5 
BOSMC; 2 Jamestown CHAU 25 May; 3 
INWR 20,28 May. 

Black-bellied Plover: arr Batavia GENE 18 
May; 1, 1 BWWTP 19, 30 May; only reports. 
AM. GOLDEN-PLOVER (Rl): Portland 
CHAU 7, 11 Apr (CH), rare in spring. 
Semipalmated Plover: arr 3 BWWTP 10 May; 
max 41 BWWTP 20 May. 

Spotted Sandpiper: arr Amherst ERIE 1 Apr 
(BM), record early; max 27 BWWTP 20 May. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr 4 Chautauqua CHAU, 
2 Alexander GENE, LBSP 23 Apr; last 
Chautauqua CHAU 24 May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr 8 INWR 26 Mar; max 
21 BWWTP 1 May. 

Willet: 7 BWWTP, 3 PB 1 May (SB; SB, 

GLa); 5 DH 2 May (GV); Ellery ChauL 17 May 
(KV); good showing. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr 2 CSWMA 23 Mar; 
max 72 BWWTP 10 May. 

Upland Sandpiper: arr 2, max 4 TRWMA 20 
Apr, 22 May; 3 Java WYOM 22 Apr; regular 
loc. 

Whimbrel: no reports. 

Ruddy Turnstone: arr BufH 19 May, only 
report. 

Sanderling: BWWTP 30 May (CW), 
uncommon inland, only report. 

Dunlin: arr 6, max 12 INWR 29 Apr, 20 May. 
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Least Sandpiper: arr 2 BWWTP 1 May; max 
449 INWR 12 May (CM). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: arr Batavia GENE 
18 May; 2 Chautauqua CHAU 24 May; LBSP 
26 May; only reports. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 7 Portland CHAU 16 
Mar. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr 2 LBSP 12 
May; max 30 CSWMA 27 May. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr Batavia GENE 2 
May (MT; JP, BH), early; LBSP 9 May; only 
reports. 

Wilson’s Snipe: arr 4 Portland CHAU 17 Mar; 
max 37 N Harmony CHAU 9 Apr. 

Am. Woodcock: arr Ashford CATT, 

Forestville CHAU 7 Mar. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 32 CSWMA 25 Mar; max 
945 Unity I NR 5 Apr; 41 Ellery ChauL 10 
May. 

Little Gull: arr 1,3, 4 Lewiston NR 22,23 
Mar, 2 Apr; 4 Unity I NR 28 Mar; 2 BOSAC. 
Thayer’s Gull: NFSP 27 Apr (WD, ph), rarely 
documented. 

Iceland Gull: max 5 NPP 6 Mar; 2 NFSP 11 
Mar; GHSP 27 Mar; last Porter NIAG 1 Apr. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 4,2, 1 NFSP 
6 Mar, 23 Apr, 1 May; Somerset NIAG 27 Mar; 
WoBSP 21 Apr; ad Shelby ORLE 1 May 
(AVK, ph.). 

Glaucous Gull: WoBSP 12 Mar; 3 BOSAC; 
NFSP 23 Apr; FMCSP 15 May; last BOSMC. 
Caspian Tern: arr 2 DH 7 Apr; max 65 PB 10 
May. 

Black Tern: arr 17, max 31 INWR 30 Apr, 28 
May; N Harmony CHAU 1 May (KV); 2 
Newstead ERIE 1 May (JM); 2 BWWTP 7 
May; 2,1 Ellery ChauL 18, 19 May (WS). 

Com. Tern: arr Wilson NIAG 13 Mar (WD, 
ph.), record early; max 180 Unity I NR 18 May. 
Forster’s Tern: arr 4 BOSAC, good showing; 
BWWTP 1-2 May; 3 Ellery ChauL 17 May 
(SB). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr Canadaway Creek 
WMA CHAU 11 May. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: arr FLC 11 May. 

Snowy Owl: 1 -4 BufH thru 1 Apr; Somerset 
NIAG 24 Mar (CA); last BOSAC; only reports. 
Long-eared Owl: no reports. 

Short-eared Owl: 3 HartlandNIAG 17 Mar; 
Hamburg HW 16 Apr (RB); only reports. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 1, 1 WTSP 9, 28 Mar; only 
reports. 
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Com. Nighthawk: arr Buffalo ERIE 12 May; 
max 8 Orchard Park ERIE 27 May. 

E. Whip-poor-will: FLC 6 May (GLi, NJ), 
sighted during daytime allowing many 
observers to see, only report 
Chimney Swift: arr 4 FLC 19 Apr; max 300 
Tonawanda ERIE 8 May. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr Ellery 
CHAU 1 May. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 1,4 PG 8 Mar, 29 
May; 3 Emery Park ERIE 28 May; reg loc. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: arr TifftNP 24 
Mar. 

Merlin: over 20 locations; 4 Chautauqua 
CHAU 29 May (XL, BW), apparent new 
breeding site. 

Peregrine Falcon: sev reports Mar-May near 
known breeding sites; Somerset NIAG 14 Mar; 

15 BOSAC; 21 BOSMC. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Amherst ERIE 30 
Apr (MD,ph.), record early; FLC, AmSP 11 
May; Emery Park ERIE 28 May; only reports. 

E. Wood-Pewee: arr BuSP, Sheridan CHAU 12 
May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr FLC 14 May. 
Acadian Flycatcher: arr Chautauqua CHAU 
14 May; max 3 INWR 21 May. 

Alder Flycatcher: arr Stockton CHAU, 
WFWMA, Alabama GENE 20 May. 

Willow Flycatcher: arr INWR, Forestville 
CHAU 12 May. 

Least Flycatcher: arr FLC 30 Apr. 

E. Phoebe: arr Pomfret CHAU, Porter NIAG 

16 Mar. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr Hamburg ERIE 
26 Apr. 

E. Kingbird: arr Jamestown Airport CHAU 22 
Apr. 

N. Shrike: last OOWMA 22 Mar; few reports. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: arr AmSP 25 Apr. 
Blue-headed Vireo: arr Chautauqua CHAU 16 
Apr. 

Warbling Vireo: arr 2 FLC, Tiflft NP 26 Apr. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr FLC 13 May. 

Red-eyed Vireo: arr Jamestown CHAU, FLC 7 
May. 

Com. Raven: Tiflft NP 3 Mar; RWNP 3 Mar 
thru 17 Apr; 2 Somerset NIAG 9 Mar; NF 11 
Mar; max 3 Hamburg HW 24 Apr; INWR 7, 30 
May. 

Purple Martin: arr INWR 7 Apr. 
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Tree Swallow: arr 32 TWMA 16 Mar; general 
thought that cold snaps in Apr and May 
impacted local population. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr Tiflft NP 3 
Apr. 

Bank Swallow: arr Tifft NP 12 Apr. 

Cliff Swallow: arr BufH 19 Apr. 

Barn Swallow: arr 3 Tifft NP 3 Apr. 

House Wren: arr Clarence ERIE 16 Apr. 
Winter Wren: RWNP 19,20 Mar; 2, 1 FLC 
27, 29 Mar; Tifft NP 27 Mar; hard to judge if 
arrivals or wintered at these locations. 

Marsh Wren: arr Tifft NP 25 Apr. 

Carolina Wren: only 9 on BOSAC and 16 
BOSMC; plummeted over last two years 
following harsh winters of ‘13-‘14, ‘14-‘15; 
there were 75 on BOSAC just two years ago. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr Tifft NP 16 Apr. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr Tifft NP 22,25 
Mar (BF; SSe); Buffalo ERIE 5 Apr; last Attica 
WYOM 26 May. 

Veery: arr A1SP 28 Apr. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr Wilson NIAG 13 
May. 

Swainson’s Thrush: arr FLC, AmSP 9 May. 
Hermit Thrush: arr 2 Tifft NP 29 Mar 
Wood Thrush: arr FLC, 4 WFWMA 26 Apr. 
Gray Catbird: Tifft NP 6, 7 Mar, 3 Apr; 
Westfield CHAU 20 Mar; more likely wintering 
than early arrivals. 

Brown Thrasher: arr BeSP 1 Apr. 

Am. Pipit: arr 28 Dunkirk Airport CHAU 2 
Apr; last BOSMC. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: 2 Bethany GENE 19 Mar; 
38 Shelby ORLE 5 Apr; max 215 Hartland 
NIAG 7 Apr (VR); 70 BOSAC; last Portland 
CHAU 15 Apr. 

Snow Bunting: last Hartland NIAG 7 Apr; few 
reports. 

Ovenbird: arr Tifft NP 1 8 Apr (CG), early. 
Worm-eating Warbler: FLC 13-16 May (AH), 
observed by many; less than annual in spring. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: arr Chestnut Ridge P 
ERIE 22 Apr. 

N. Waterthrush: arr FLC 23 Apr. 
Golden-winged Warbler: arr BeSP 2 May; 
AmSP 8, 10 May; FLC 9 May; Tonawanda 
ERIE 13 May; 2 BOSMC; only reports. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr WFWMA 26 Apr. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: GHSP 12 May (BPo, 
WD, CM), only report. 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler: Ashford CATT 4 
May (JR), rare. 
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Black-and-white Warbler: arr TifftNP 21 
Apr. 

Prothonotary Warbler: TWMA 16 May, 
regular breeding location. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr 3 INWR, 2 Aurora 
ERIE 5 May. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: arr NFSP 27 Apr. 
Nashville Warbler: arr FLC, AmSP 25 Apr 
Mourning Warbler: arr 2 Canadaway Creek 
WMA CHAU 8 May. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr WFWMA 26 Apr 
(JBe). 

Hooded Warbler: arr 2 Sheridan CHAU, 
Jamestown CHAU 2 May. 

Am. Redstart: arr 3 Canadaway Creek WMA 
CHAU 30 Apr. 

Cape May Warbler: arr FLC, Jamestown 
CHAU 4 May. 

Cerulean Warbler: arr INWR, Chestnut Ridge 
P ERIE 4 May. 

N. Parula: arr Tifft NP 16 Apr (OG, A JR); 

FLC 19-20 Apr, early. 

Magnolia Warbler: arr 2 FLC, Ward ALLE 1 
May. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr Jamestown CHAU 
8 May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: arr AmSP 27 Apr. 
Yellow Warbler: arr 3 AmSP, FLC 23 Apr. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr Tifft NP 30 Apr. 
Blackpoll Warbler: arr 2 TifftNP 7 May. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr Amherst 
ERIE 27 Apr. 

“Western” Palm Warbler: arr Tifft NP 17 
Apr. 

“Yellow” Palm Warbler: TifftNP 23 Apr 
(TL), rarely documented but likely more regular 
in spring than reported. 

Pine Warbler: arr Wilson NIAG 1 Apr. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: BuSP 30 Mar; arr 
TWMA 9 Apr. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: FLC 14 May (PY); 
Chautauqua CHAU 29 May (TL, BW); no 
reports from A1SP this spring or last. 

Prairie Warbler: arr Tifft NP 15 Apr (NJ). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr FLC 25 
Apr. 

Canada Warbler: arr 3 Alma ALLE, 
Canadaway Creek WMA CHAU 7 May. 
Wilson’s Warbler: arr FLC 12 May. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: arr Dunkirk Airport CHAU 19 
Mar. 


Am. Tree Sparrow: last BMAC 30 Apr. 
Chipping Sparrow: arr Fredonia CHAU 31 
Mar. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: arr GHSP 8 May; 
reported from six other loc mostly in NIAG. 
Field Sparrow: arr Pomfret CHAU 17 Mar. 
Vesper Sparrow: arr Dunkirk Airport CHAU 2 
Apr. 

Savannah Sparrow: arr Sheridan CHAU 24 
Mar. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: arr TRWMA 25 Apr. 
Fox Sparrow: arr Pomfret CHAU 15 Mar; last 
Tifft NP 2 May. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr TifftNP 25 Apr; last 
Sheridan CHAU 25 May. 

Swamp Sparrow: too difficult to guess at migr 
arr vs. wintering; arr early Apr. 

White-crowned Sparrow: four loc Mar; arr 
Tifft NP 16 Apr; last BWWTP 30 May. 
Dark-eyed Junco (J.h. oreganus): Colden 
ERIE thru 30 Apr (J&KL); continued from 
winter. 

SUMMER TANAGER: Ellery CHAU 16-17 
May (W&LS, JBe); becoming nearly annual. 
Scarlet Tanager: arr Jamestown CHAU 30 
Apr. 

WESTERN TANAGER: Rushford ALLE 3-7 
May (PB, ph.), at feeder; Williamsville ERIE 7 
May (ABa), observed by many; 2 nd and 3 rd 
records for Reg. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr BO SAC, early; 
Chautauqua Institution CHAU 21 Apr. 

Indigo Bunting: arr 2 Ellery CHAU 3 May. 
PAINTED BUNTING: m Allegany CATT 
dates uncertain but over three days in third 
week of May (S&GA, ph.), visiting feeder; 4th 
record for Reg, all May. 

Bobolink: arr 2 Hinsdale CATT, 2 Dunkirk 
Airport CHAU 25 Apr. 

E. Meadowlark: arr Kiantone CHAU 4 Mar. 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: ad m 
Buffalo ERIE 22-26 Apr (JBr, TK), observed 
by many at feeder/yard. 

Rusty Blackbird: max 65 TWMA 27 Mar; last 
9 BO SMC. 

Orchard Oriole: arr Gerry CHAU 2 May. 
Baltimore Oriole: arr Portland CHAU 25 Apr 
(CH), slightly early. 

Com. Redpoll: four Mar reports; 3 BOSAC; 2 
BOSMC, on late side. 

Pine Siskin: max 63 Gaines ORLE 2 Mar; 
numbers in double digits in all three spring 
months. 
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REGION 2—GENESEE 


Robert Spahn 

716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn@prodigy.net 

Again we see year-to-year contrasts and the birding scene heavily influenced by 
the weather. The warm winter spilled over into a warm start to spring in March. 
After a cool first week, the 8 th brought the first 70° F day of the season followed 
by a record high 75° on the 9 th and record high lows on 9, 10, and 13 March. For 
the month, temperatures averaged 40.1°, 5.8° above normal, for the 13 th warmest 
March on record. Precipitation at 1.82" was 0.68" below normal, with 3.2" of 
snowfall the 11 th lowest on record for the month. Light rain fell on two thirds of 
the days in the last three weeks of the month, with wind storms in the final few 
days. April switched gears to persistent cold for the first half and the most 
snowfall for an April since 1995 at 8.8", 4.9" above normal and more than each 
of December, January, and March this year. Mid-month saw a week of warmth 
and a burst of migrant arrivals, but temperatures for the month averaged 42.3°, 
4.0° below normal, and precipitation at 1.56" was 1.17" below normal. There 
were rain and snow showers on about half the days, but only one day with over 
half an inch. The warm shot brought good passerine banding to BBBO in their 
opening week, but no break from a weak month at the hawkwatch, where only 
the 27 th was a really good day. Late in the month trees near the lakeshore looked 
like it was still March. May began with cool periods for the first three weeks, 
with slow-moving cold fronts bringing showers and even snow pellets on the 
15 th . The last 10 days finally turned warmer with bursts of migrants and a taste 
of summer. The first 80° day was on the 12 th , with a 91° day on the 28 th about 
three weeks early. Temperatures averaged 58.5°, 1.5° above normal, and 
precipitation at 2.93" was just 0.06" above average, however, over half the rain 
fell on the 29 th , with the rest of the month relatively dry. 

The open winter and warm March led to a great deal of observer activity 
and a record-tying species count for March. All expected waterfowl were 
reported, the hawk count was the second highest in the past 10 years, and there 
was a good selection of the typical early arrivals. There were a few early April 
arrivals in spite of the cold, then the burst mid-month, and finally more in the 
last few days. For the month, approximately 43,218 eBird records was a good 
total after over 29,000 for March. May saw too many days with northerly 
components to the winds. Migration was “clumpy”; good at the right place and 
time, but near zero nearby at those same times. May numbers were low in most 
family groups, though species counts were high and eBird reports exceeded 
64,000. Events like Migratory Bird Day and Global Big Day reported through 
eBird add to the volume of records. For the season, each month’s species total 
exceeded the respective 10-year average for the month—March: 148 vs. 138.2; 
April: 203 vs. 195.8; and May: 243 vs. 233.1. 
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Moving along to looking at our families in detail, we start with waterfowl. 
This year the peak counts for Snow Goose in March exceeded those for Canada 
Goose, with a couple of 10,000 Snow Goose reports. With that many geese 
around, it was not surprising to have reports of the rarer Greater White-fronted 
Goose, Ross’s Goose, and Cackling Goose and also reports of Snow x Canada 
Goose on 7 March and 31 May. However, Brant was missed for the season, 
contrasting with neighboring Regions 1 and 5. The Tundra Swan passage was 
good, with a maximum of 1300 on the Groveland Flats, a typical site historically 
for the bulk of their movement through the SW corner of our Region. Trumpeter 
Swan reports have decreased, especially later in the season when we hope to see 
breeding pairs. Puddle duck numbers were generally poor throughout the season 
and across the Region other than several good counts for Northern Pintail. By 
May there were almost no noteworthy sightings. The highlight of this group was 
record observations of Eurasian Wigeon; record early on 3, 12, and 17 March. 
Birds continued to 17 April, with as many as four males at a single site. Other 
hybrid waterfowl included a Eurasian x American Wigeon and Blue-winged x 
Cinnamon Teal. Diving duck peak counts were also modest at best. Only reports 
of 800 and 970 Long-tailed Ducks, 450 Common Mergansers, and 1100 Red¬ 
breasted Mergansers really approach historically noteworthy. Other interesting 
records include: the Region’s sixth Tufted Duck, a male found by Mike Wasilco 
on Conesus Lake on 4 April and seen by many to 14 April; King Eiders from 3- 
8 March and 9-16 April; and good numbers of Buffiehead on Honeoye Lake on 
6 March and Conesus Lake on 4 May. 

Loon and grebe numbers were relatively poor, with even a maximum of 
625 Common Loon historically fairly low. It is hard to tell how much of this is 
population change or migration related and how much is related to no regular, 
concerted lakewatch. Among the herons and egrets, American Bittern and Great 
Egret arrived toward the early end of their date ranges in late March, and two 
Glossy Ibis seen by many 29-30 March in the Carncross Road area of the 
Northern Montezuma Wildlife Management Area (NMWMA) were record early 
for our Region, though they were reported even earlier in adjacent Region 3 in 
the Montezuma NWR. Black Vulture made it back onto our Regional reports 
again on 30 March at the HANA area, then through the season at several other 
sites. Turkey Vulture numbers again remained very high at the Braddock Bay 
hawkwatch (see the hawkwatch table). 82% of the March hawkwatch total was 
7588 Turkey Vultures. 

Moving to the raptors, Osprey started things off with a record early 
Regional arrival found by Steven Benedict and Linda Clark-Benedict on 7 
March at the Morgan Road area of the NMWMA. Ryan MacLean was the 
official hawk counter at Braddock Bay this spring. As noted above, he started 
out with a good March. However, after that things slowed dramatically with the 
cold April and then mainly northerly breezes of May. Fortunately, there were a 
couple of good days for Broad-winged Hawk on 27 and 30 April, pushing that 
species’ count past Turkey Vulture to stay for the year—back to normal after 
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last year. May saw some good pulses on the 13 th , 25 th , and 27 th , with the 25 th 
bringing a Mississippi Kite and two Swainson’s Hawks, one of these latter also 
seen on the 26 th passing the Derby Hill hawkwatch to our east. By season’s end, 
Peregrine Falcon numbers reached a record high and shortly after (actually just 
past month’s end) the Bald Eagle count followed suit. Black Vulture, Northern 
Goshawk, and Red-shouldered Hawk remained at relatively low counts. The 
Sandhill Cranes passing the hawkwatch were not specifically tallied closely for 
the season. Counts overall were down across the Region and there were few 
reports with any details around potential breeding, though birds were seen in the 
usual sites. 

Among the shorebirds, the expected early species all arrived during March, 
or earlier in the case of Killdeer. Some were very early, though none record 
early. In April, shorebird variety and numbers were both very low, with only 11 
species recorded. May continued poor for numbers, but the Region’s third spring 
Piping Plover was seen passing Hamlin Beach SP on 27 May by Brad Carlson, 
and both Willet and Whimbrel were reported, plus the less rare but relatively 
scarce-in-spring species: Stilt Sandpiper, Sanderling, White-rumped Sandpiper, 
and Long-billed Dowitcher. Wilson’s Phalarope was the only expected spring 
species missed. 

Gulls and terns continued the litany of relative scarcity, while seeing all of 
the regular spring species reported. The white-winged gulls of winter saw fewer 
than normal lingering into spring, but Iceland Gull continued to 13 May, an 
adult Thayer’s Gull was reported on 10 May, and an Iceland x Thayer’s Gull 
was seen and photographed in the period 8-15 March. Adult Little Gulls were 
reported in April and May, and Lesser Black-backed Gull numbers were high 
through the season, with the total on the order of 100 individuals. The terns all 
appeared at expected April arrival dates, and good peak counts included 222 
Caspian Terns on 4 May and 34 Black Terns on 7 May, the latter in their last 
breeding stronghold in the Van Dyne Spoor area of the NMWMA. 

Among the non-passerine landbirds, we start with reports of 1-2 Eurasian 
Collared-Doves, all from the Greenwell farm in the Town of Hamlin in the date 
ranges 12-27 March and 7-24 April. It is interesting that this species that has 
spread widely around the country seems to barely hang on here. Snowy Owls 
lingered at only the Genesee County Airport near Batavia and on the Greenwell 
farm in Hamlin, with the last date 12 March at the latter location. The Long¬ 
eared and N. Saw-whet Owl picture was interesting and a bit confusing this 
spring. The roost counts in the “Owl Woods” area along Manitou Beach Road 
found only low numbers from 10 March through 23 April; totals of 11 Long¬ 
eared and 18 N. Saw-whet owls were tallied. Yet N. Saw-whet Owls were 
banded nearby (0.2-0.4 miles ENE)) at the BBBO passerine banding area from 
7-29 March, and 26 had been banded by 12 March, with 12 banded on just that 
date, by which time only two had been found roosting. By the 29 March, 37 had 
been banded. Clearly there was a large difference between those trapped in the 
evenings and those roosting nearby. This detail was provided by Jim Adams in a 
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seasonal summary report of the owl roost monitoring effort (Jim Adams, 
“Braddock Bay Raptor Research Owl Woods 2016 Roost Survey Results,” July 
17, 2016, 14 pp.). The DEC Short-eared Owl monitoring effort continued with 
its biweekly counts to late April, with good counts through the period. A major 
surprise was Christina Hoh, the DEC leader of the owl monitoring project, 
finding a freshly dead Barn Owl on 1-390 near the Rush Exit on 6 April. The 
species is very rarely reported locally anymore. Both E. Whip-poor-will and 
Common Nighthawk reports were low this spring, though Whip-poor-will 
reports were scattered from 17 April to 17 May, and there was one very good 
count of 142 Common Nighthawks on 27 May by Andy Guthrie at the 
Greenwell farm area. 53 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds is about average for 
recent springs at BBBO. The first Red-headed Woodpecker report for the year 
was not until 1 April, which is late. Reports of all three of our regular falcons 
were typical of recent years. Peregrine Falcon nesting was underway and being 
closely monitored on the downtown Rochester nesting box (see 
http://rfalconcam.com for details), but we awaited news confirming continued 
local Merlin nesting. 

The passerine story follows along with those above for other groups. There 
were early arrivals of Tree Swallow, Eastern Phoebe, and Fox Sparrow in the 
first half of March, then ten other species later in the month, mostly in the last 
week and none record early. There were many early arrivals in April, six of 
which were prior to the record early dates of the 1985 Monroe County Checklist 
arrival date distributions, but all having even earlier arrival dates in years in the 
intervening 30-year span; we clearly need an update of the distributions. The 
BBBO passerine banding station started off with a great first week into the lb- 
22 April warm spell, with three days with more than 100 birds banded. After 
that banding was much slower for most of the season and no more days reached 
that level until 13 May. The total banded was the least in the past five years, 
with most species running from average to half or less for totals. The species 
section of this report following will include some peak and total numbers for 
illustration. 

Still, all the fairly regular passerine species except for Kentucky Warbler 
and Connecticut Warbler were reported this spring. Given all this, it was 
interesting that Bay-breasted and Black-throated Blue Warblers jumped up a bit, 
but then in contrast Orange-crowned Warbler dropped from a record high 18 
banded last year to a more normal one banded this spring. The season included a 
good number of rarer records: the Region’s third Gray Kingbird found at the 
Conesus Lake inlet WMA on 2 May by Greg Lawrence and Ethan Gyllenhaal 
and seen by many through the 4 th ; White-eyed Vireo; Worm-eating, 
Prothonotary, and Yellow-throated Warblers; the Region’s twelfth Harris’s 
Sparrow at a feeder in Kendall, Orleans County, from 7-9 May; a “Gambel’s” 
White-crowned Sparrow found by Andy Guthrie on 7 May on Center Road in 
Orleans County; a Summer Tanager banded at BBBO on 16 May and seen there 
through the 18 th ; and a passing Dickcissel at Hamlin Beach SP heard by both 
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Andy Guthrie and Chris Wood on 28 May. With people tracking the status of 
Rusty Blackbird, it is worth noting that we had a fairly good number of reports, 
with a maximum of 800 at the West Spit of Braddock Bay on 21 April. While 
we observe, as others do, that numbers are way down from those of the not-too- 
distant past, this maximum is on the high end of comparable reports going back 
to the early 1950s here. Winter finches included only a few Common Redpolls 
through a last report on 17 April and Pine Siskins in mainly small numbers but 
with a maximum of 166 on 18 April. 

We celebrate our hawk watch and at times talk about the waterbird 
movement along the lake, but most people often overlook some other annual 
large movements, such as Blue Jays, American Crows, and American Robins as 
well as the general flood of passerines sampled by the banding effort. Recording 
these depends on someone with the time and interest taking/making the time to 
actually record data. A few counts will be included as illustrations. 

Overall, the season was interesting, as are all for one reason or another. 
The general theme of good species counts with increasing numbers of reports to 
eBird but mainly low peak counts for many species is a concerning trend. As 
noted in previous Regional reports, some care is needed in examining high 
counts to take into account the level of aggregation—length of time and size of 
area covered—in the various counts. Still the concern remains, numbers of 
individuals of many species are (note dropping the use of the “weasel words”, 
“seem to be”) seriously decreasing. Knowledgeable observers can still go to the 
right places at the right times and build month, year, and county lists comparable 
with past years, but those tallies mean little relative to tracking what is going on. 


BRADDOCK BAY HAWKWATCH TOTALS 


Species 

Arrival 

Max 

Max Date 

Total 

Black Vulture 

18 Apr 

1 

18 Apr 

1 

Turkey Vulture 

3 Mar 

2409 

1 Apr 

25718 

Mississippi Kite 

25 May 

1 

25 May 

1 

Osprey 

26 Mar 

18 

3 May 

182 

Bald Eagle 

4 Mar 

62 

27 May 

664 

N. Harrier 

5 Mar 

48 

15 Apr 

587 

Sharp-sh. Hawk 

9 Mar 

432 

30 Apr 

4402 

Cooper’s Hawk 

8 Mar 

25 

30 Apr 

311 

N. Goshawk 

9 Mar 

1 

10 dates 

10 

Red-shld Hawk 

9 Mar 

240 

17 Mar 

404 

Swainson’s Hawk 

25 May 

2 

25 May 

2 

Broad-wngd Hawk 

16 Apr 

9835 

27 Apr 

32932 

Red-tailed Hawk 

1 Mar 

154 

9 Mar 

2049 

Rough-legd Hawk 

6 Mar 

12 

9 Mar 

60 

GoldenEagle 

17 Mar 

4 

3 May 

24 

Am. Kestrel 

9 Mar 

46 

16 Apr 

301 

Merlin 

8 Mar 

3 

9 Mar, 22 Apr 

27 

Peregrine Falcon 

6 Mar 

7 

4 May 

51 

Total including unidentified raptors: 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Jim Adams, Janet Akin, BBBO (Betsy Brooks, etal.), John Ballou, John Banks, 
Ted Barnett, Jessie Barry, Jim & Liz Barry, Mitchell Barry, Sue Barth, Bob 
Beal, Doug Beattie, Don Bemont, Steven Benedict, Linda Clark-Benedict, Mike 
Bergin, Lynn Bergmeyer, Barry Bermudez, Adam Bleau, John Boettcher, Lynn 
Braband, Terry Bohling, Emma Brittain, Robert Buckert, Sara Burch, Ken 
Burdick, Kris Byrd, Bruce Cady, Doug Cameron, Brad Carlson, Donna Carter, 
Gary Chapin, Jill Church, Robert Cicotta, Kelly Close, Seaghn Coleman, 
Andrew Consler, Kathleen Dalton, Doug Daniels, Willie D’Anna, Elaine Dart, 
Gregg Dashau, Ian Davies, Kim Denise, Bob Dobson, Tom Donohue, Crystal 
Doyle, Judy Faress, Wayne Fidler, Mark & Kelly Fitzsimmons, Daena Ford, 
George Ford, Drew Fowler, Tom Gabruk, Kyle Gage, Andy Garland, Chris 
Gates, Nathan Goldberg, Sheryl Gracewski, David Graham, Jane Graves, Jay 
Greenberg, Kevin Griffith, Bill Gruenbaum, Ralph & Georgia Guenther, 
Michael Gullo, Judy Gurley, Andrew Guthrie, Rich Guthrie, Anita Gwara, 
Ethan Gyllenhaal, John Haas, Mike Habberfield, Helen & Chris Haller, Dave & 
Vanna Harding, Claire Hartl, Kim Hartquist, Jim & Allison Healy, Christina 
Hoh, Debi Holt, Dick Horsey, Bill Howe, Alec Humann, Marshall Iliff, Carolyn 
Jacobs, Nichlas Kachala, Logan Kahle, Laura Kammermeier, Ryan Kayhart, Jim 
Kimball, Kathy Kirsch, Max Kirsch, Tom Klotzbach, J. Gary Kohlenberg, 
Kevin Koss, Kent Kowalski, Elijah Kruger, Chris Lajewski, Tom Lathrop, 
Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence, Alexander Lees, Tim Lenz, Joan & Vern 
Lindberg, Jason Lucifer, Mark Lyons, Peggy Mabb, Garrett MacDonald, Ryan 
MacLean, Mary Magistro, Bill Maier, Melissa Mance-Coniglio, Cindy Marino, 
David Mark, David Marsh, Pat Martin, Lauri Mattie, Jacob McCartney, Kevin 
McGann, Jay McGowan, Kevin McGowan, Bob McGuire, Chita McKinney, 
Matt Medler, Feme Merrill, Jim Miles, Adrielle Mitchell, Ann Mitchell, Joe 
Mitchell, Celeste Morien, Patti & Jim Morris, Brian & Brooke Morse, Linda 
Mott, Nargila Moura, Allen Nash, Ann Nash, Tom Nash, Frank Nicoletti, Dan 
Niven, Johan Nilsson, Dave Nutter, Sue O’Neil, Annie O’Reilly, Bill Ostrander, 
Joe Ovsiovitch, Michael Palermo, Andrea Patterson, Norma Platt, Tom & Nancy 
Poeth, Jon Podoliak, Betsy Potter, Jay Powell, David Prill, Bill Purcell, Carolyn 
Ragan, RBA Field Trips, Jay Reisinger, Rosemary Reilly, Thomas Riley, Dave 
Robertson, Sue Robertson, Ken & Janet Root, Michelle Rosenbaum, Ken 
Rosenberg, Adrian Rouse, Wade & Melissa Rowley, Jesse Rubenstein, Kevin 
Rybczynski, Jennifer Rycenga, Ed Sailor, Scott Salber, Zaphir Shamma, Livia 
Santana, Michael Scheibel, Shirley Shaw, Dominic Sherony, Judy Slein, John 
Slowik, Christine Smith, Pat & Tom Smith, Johan Sodercrantz, Tom & Laura 
Somerville, Robert & Susan Spahn, Dave Spier, Donna Mason-Spier, Chris 
Stanger, Joseph Stevenson, Taylor Sturm, Kim Sucy, Steve Taylor, Joyce Testa, 
Dave Tetlow, Mike & Joann Tetlow, Mary Jane Thomas, Joan Thomsen, Luke 
Tiller, Brian Tuttle, John & Bonnie VanDerMeid, Alison Aan Keuren, Lee Ann 
van Leer, Tom & Jeanne Verhulst, Brad Walker, Amber Walraven, Mike 
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Wasilco, Ann Watson, Bridget Watts, Kinsley Whittum, Joe Wing, Chris Wood. 
[In addition there were over 300 other casual eBird observers.] 


ABBREVIATIONS 


b - indicates banded this season, usually at BBBO’s Kaiser-Manitou passerine 
banding station; BB - Braddock Bay, MONR; BB-H - Braddock Bay 
Hawkwatch; BB-WS - West Spit of Braddock Bay; BBBO - Braddock Bay 
Bird Observatory; CIWMA - Conesus Inlet WMA, LIVI; ConL - Conesus L, 
LIVI; DEP - Durand-Eastman P, Rochester; ED - off Edgemere Dr., T Greece, 
MONR; G - T Greece, MONR; H - T Hamlin, MONR; HANA - High Acres 
Nature Area, MONR; HB - Hamlin Beach SP, MONR; ICW - Island Cottage 
Woods, T Greece, MONR; IBO - Irondequoit Bay Outlet to Lake Ontario; LSP 

- Letchworth SP; M - Manitou Beach area, MONR; MP - Mendon Ponds P, 
MONR; NMWMA - Northern Montezuma WMA, T of Savannah, WAYN; 
NMWMA (AR) - north side of Armitage Rd.; NMWMA (CM) - Colvin Marsh 
area near MAC; NMWMA (CR) - along Carncross Road east of Savannah- 
Spring Lake Rd.; NMWMA (MT) - Marten Tract off Savannah Spring Lake Rd; 
NMWMA (RR) - Railroad Rd area between Morgan Rd and Van Dyne Spoor; 
NMWMA (VDS) - area along Van Dyne Spoor, T Savannah, WAYN; 
NMWMA (SCU) - Sandhill Crane Unit, T Savannah, WAYN; OB - Ontario 
Beach P, Charlotte, MONR; PtB - Point Breeze, Orleans County at border with 
Region 1; SB - Sodus Bay, WAYN; SC - Salmon Creek, T Greece, MONR; SPt 

- Sodus Pt, WAYN; TCEA - Twin Cedars Environmental Area, T Avon, LIVI; 
W - T of Webster, MONR. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: 2 Groveland 
Flats LIVI 4 Mar (MW, SBa, WD’A, CMo); 
last 3 PtB 6 Mar (GL). 

Snow Goose: 7000 Rt 36 LIVI 2 Mar; max 
10000 NMWMA (CR) 4 Mar (W&MR); max 
10000 Groveland Flats LIVI 4 Mar (R&SS); 
last 1 NMWMA (SCU & VDS) thru 31 May 
(mob), injured bird. 

Ross’s Goose: HB 8 Mar (ID). 

Snow x Canada Goose: 1 SC 7 Mar (BriM); 

SB 31 May (W&MR). 

Brant: none. 

Cackling Goose: total approx 33 many loc 5 
Mar - 23 Apr; max 10 SC 5 Mar (AGu). 
Canada Goose: max 5560 HB 8 Mar, low 
max. 

Mute Swan: max 52 SC 7 Mar; 44 Buck Pnd T 
Greece 21 May. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 5 NMWMA 11 Mar & 
13 Apr; again fewer repts across Reg than in 
recent years. 


Tundra Swan: max 1300 Groveland Flats 4 
Mar (R&SS); 583 BB 8 Mar (RM), high for 
loc; last 2 NMWMA (CR) & 4 Nations Rd IBA 
1 Apr. 

Wood Duck: max 105 CIWMA 28 May 
(MW), marsh survey. 

Gadwall: max 100 BB 4 Apr; max 100 
NMWMA (VDS) 2 Apr (JMc, LS). 

Eurasian Wigeon: arr lm Groveland Flats 
LIVI 3 Mar (JK), Reg record early; lm 
muckland WAYN 12 Mar (W&MR, ph), 
before prior record early; lm Beechwood SP 
WAYN 17 Mar (JW), before prior record 
early; lm CIWMA 22-31 Mar (DBea, mob, 
ph); l-2m E. Swamp Rd, Conesus 1-10 Apr 
(MW, mob); max 4m E. Swamp Rd, Conesus 4 
Apr (J&BV); lm NMWMA (MT) (1-13 Apr 
(GD, mob); last lm BB-WS 17 Apr (GL, EG, 
AGu, RB, JeB). 

Eurasian x Am. Wigeon: lm NMWMA (CR) 
27 Mar (JMcG, LS). arr 4-16 sev loc 10 Mar; 
max 180 BB 28 Mar, low; last Greece 25 May. 
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Am. Wigeon: max 300 NMWMA (VDS) 2 
Apr & NMWMA (MT) 10 Apr (JMcG, LS), 
good counts. 

Am. Black Duck: max 80 NMWMA (VDS) 2 
Apr (JMcG, LS), low max. 

Blue-winged Teal: arr 2 Sodus 11 Mar. 

BLUE-WINGED X CINNAMON TEAL 
(R2): NMWMA (RR) 24 Mar (AB). 

N. Pintail: max 1620 NMWMA (CR) 19 Mar 
(AL, NM); last 1 NMWMA (CM) & 11 
NMWMA (RR) 4 May. 

Green-winged Teal: arr 3-7 sev loc 4 Mar; 
last 3 NMWMA (VDS) 23 May. 

Canvasback: max 100 ConL 19 Mar; last 
ConL 2 May. 

Redhead: max 350 ConL 11 Mar. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 279 Burger P, 

Greece 25 Mar; 260 NMWMA (VDS) 2 Apr; 
last 3 NMWMA (VDS) 10 May. 

TUFTED DUCK: 1 m ConL 4-14 Apr (MW, 
mob, ph), 4 th Reg record. 

Greater Scaup: max 500 off Manitou Beach, 
Greece 6 Mar; last 4 Cranberry Pnd, Greece 
14 May. 

Lesser Scaup: max 300 ConL 4 Apr; last 2 
Cranberry Pnd, Greece 14 May. 

King Eider: 1 f IBO 3-5 Mar (JiM, et al .); 1 f 
off Manitou Beach, Greece 6 Mar (NK); If 
BB-WS 8 Mar (DD); 1 f PtB 9-10 Apr 
(KMcGa, GL); last 1 f off Manitou Beach, 
Greece 16 Apr (mob). 

Surf Scoter: last 1 PtB 10 May, early 
departure. 

White-winged Scoter: max 125 BB-WS 10 
Mar, low max; last HB 26 May. 

Black Scoter: last off Manitou Beach, Greece 
2 May. 

Long-tailed Duck: 970 off OB 8 Mar; max 
980 ED 14 May (Ji&LB). 

Bufflehead: max 165 Sandy Bottom P, 
Honeoye L 6 Mar (BH); 160 CIWMA 4 May 
(TLe, NG, SBu, JMcC); last HB 25 May. 

Com. Goldeneye: last BB-WS 20 May. 
Hooded Merganser: 1 ad f + 7 yng Bushnell’s 
Basin pond 31 May (C&HH), don’t receive 
many breeding records. 

Com. Merganser: max 450 off OB 6 Mar. 
Red-breasted Merganser: max 1100 ED 17 
Apr (JeB). 

Ruddy Duck: max 65 Sandy Bottom P, 
Honeoye L 12 Apr (BH); last Canberry Pnd, 
Greece 28 May (sev). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: max 13 Nations Rd 
IBA survey 29 May (MW), high for recent 
years. 

Red-throated Loon: max 17 ED 17 Apr, low; 
last 4 HB 29 May (AGu), late. 
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Com. Loon: max 625 ED 23 Apr (Je, Ji, & LB, 
CW). 

Horned Grebe: max 80 Silver Lake North 24 
Mar; last 1 HB 19 May. 

Red-necked Grebe: max 54 HB 8 Mar, low 
max; last 6 HB 10 May. 

Double-crested Cormorant: arr 1-5 sev loc 
26 Mar; max 900 IB west side boat launch 19 
Apr (AGa). 

Am. Bittern: arr ED 26 Mar (JeB, CW). 

Least Bittern: arr HANA 30 Apr (JPow, MG), 
early. 

Great Egret: arr BB-H 25 Mar (GL, JRy, et 
al), early. 

Green Heron: arr NMWMA (MT) 9 Apr. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr NMWMA 
(MT) 9 Apr. 

Glossy Ibis: 2 NMWMA (CR) 29-30 Mar-2 
Apr (mob, ph), Reg record early, though seen 
earlier nearby in Region 3. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Black Vulture: arr HANA 30 Mar (JPow); T 
Ontario WAYN 16 Apr (JW); BB-H 18 Apr 
(RM, et al.)- 3 LSP 22-27 Apr (EK, et al ); T 
Nunda LIVI 12 May (EB); DEP 25 May 
(JSle). 

Turkey Vulture: 1654 BB 28 Mar (RM, et 
al); 1059 Broadway Rd, T Wolcott 27 Mar 
(BP);max 2409 BB 1 Apr (RM, etal); 1091 
Broadway Rd, T Wolcott 7 Apr (BPu);. 
Osprey: arr 1 NMWMA (Morgan Rd) 7 Mar 
(SBe, LC-B), Reg record early. 

MISSISSIPPI KITE: 1 BB-H 25 May (RM, 
MT, ES, ph), near ad. 

Bald Eagle: 117 BB +12 others many loc Mar; 
81 BB + approx. 108 other many loc Apr; 472 
BB + approx. 131 other many loc May; 664 for 
the season passing BB-H was a new record 
high. 

N. Goshawk: 10 singles BB-H 9 Mar - 6 May; 
approx 6 rep away from BB. 

Broad-winged Hawk: arr 3 BB-H 16 Apr 
(RM, etal). SWAINSON’S HAWK: It morph 
sub ad & drk morph ad BB-H 25 May (DNi, 
MT, RM, et al). 

Rough-legged Hawk: last BB-H 7 May. 
Golden Eagle: arr NMWMA (Savannah 
Mucklands) 12 Mar; approx 18 rep away from 
BB 12 Mar-21 May; last 1 HB 21 May. 

Sandhill Crane: arr 2 NMWMW Morgan Rd) 
7 Mar (KK); approx 35 BB-H thru season; 59 
rep of 46+ ind other loc thru season, likely 
some overlap across months, especially in 
breeding loc. 
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Black-bellied Plover: arr HB 19 May; last HB 
27 May. 

PIPING PLOVER: HB 27 (BCar), 3 rd Reg 
spring record, flyby. 

Spotted Sandpiper: max 17 BB-ES 13 May, 
good count now. 

Solitary Sandpiper: arr south Caledonia 9 
Apr, early; last 2 HANA 24 May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr NMWMA 19 Mar 
(MG), early; last 2 Hogan Pt, Greece 18 May. 
Willet: 3 PtB 1 May (SBa, GL); 1 BB 2 Apr 
(AGu, KS). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr 1-15 sev loc 1 Apr; 
last HANA 20 May. 

Upland Sandpiper: arr SC 23 Apr (JeB, CW). 
Whimbrel: 2 Brown Rd, T Wolcott WAYN 5 
May (W&MR), ties Reg record early, only 
report. 

Ruddy Turnstone: arr HB & SPt 19 May. 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr HB 13 May (AGu), rare 
in spring 

Sander ling: arr SPt 25-27 May (W&MR, JW, 
etal.), sometimes missed in spring. 

Dunlin: arr Nations Rd 26 Mar (JPow, et al.), 
Reg record early; 2-6 NMWMA (VDS) 31 
Mar (JPow, mob), very early; max 184 SR 25 
May (W&MR). 

Least Sandpiper: arr.2 HANA 28 Apr; max 
30 NMWMA 18 May, low. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: arr TCEA 20 May 
(MW); 2 Groveland Hill Pnd LIVI 28 May 
(MW). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 4 Sand Rd, T W 
Bloomfield ONTA 20 Mar (MT), early; max 
68 NMWMA (CR) 2 Apr (KMcGa); last SR 
27 May. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr 3 Groveland Hill 
Pnd LIVI 3 May; last 3 SR 26 May. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: 4 NMWMA (CM) 3 
May (JW), rare in spring. 

Wilson’s Snipe: max 84 Peter Smith Rd, T 
Kendall ORLE 26 Apr (GL). 

Wilson’s Phalarope: none. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: arr 50 HB 8 Mar; max 60 
SB 4 Apr, low max. 

Little Gull: arr 1 ad SB 4 Apr (W&MR, ph); 1 
ad ED 27 May (CW). 

THAYER’S GULL: 1 ad Martin Rd, Hamlin 
10 Apr (LT). 

THAYER’S GULL/ICELAND GULL: 
Hamlin 8-15 Mar (ID, AL, NM, AGu, ph), 

ID? 

Iceland Gull: 7 rep, 5 ind sev loc 6-17 Mar; 
approx 10 ind sev loc 10-23 Apr; total 6 sev 
loc 1-14 May; last 1 H 14 May (AGu). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 28 rep, 23 ind sev 
loc thru Mar; approx 42+ ind 18+ loc thru 
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Apr; max 8 Hamlin 16-18 Apr & Hamlin 1 
May (AGu); approx 36+ ind sev loc 1 -26 
May. 

Glaucous Gull: 6 rep, 6 ind many loc 2-27 
Mar; approx 8 at 6 loc 8-30 Apr. 

Caspian Tern: arr 1 IBO & SB 9 Apr; max 
222 IBO 4 May (PMar). 

Black Tern: arr 2 NMWMA (VDS) 23 Apr 
(W&MR), early; max 34 NMWMA (VDS) 7 
May, good count 

Com. Tern: arr 2 ED 17 Apr (JeB). 

Forster’s Tern: arr 2 BB 8 Apr (FN), early; 
last PtB 23 May (RS, KW). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: 1-2 

Greenwell farm, Hamlin 12-27 Mar; 1 
Greenwell farm, Hamlin 7, 12, 24 May. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr BB-WS & Oak Leaf 
Ln MONR 13 May; max 15 Hamlin 27 May 
(AGu), good count. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: arr sev loc 14 May; max 
15 Hamlin 27 May (AGu), good count. 

BARN OWL: 1 1-390 near Rush Exit 6 Apr 
(CHo), freshly killed, rare locally. 

Snowy Owl: Genesee County Airport, Batavia 
3 Mar; last Greenwell farm. Church Rd, Hamlin 
12 Mar. 

Long-eared Owl: total roost count 11 M (Owl 
Woods) 29 Feb-23 Apr, intro. 

Short-eared Owl: max 15 DEC SEOW 
Survey 8 Mar, data from C. Hoh, intro ; last 
NMWMA (MT) 17 Apr. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: total roost count 18 M 
(Owl Woods) 10 Mar - 23 Apr, intro ; 37 
banded at the BBBO site 7-29 Mar; max b 12 
M (Owl Woods) 12 Mar, intro. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr Grand View Ln, Greece 
12 May; max 142 Church Rd, Hamlin 27 May 
(AGu), good count. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr ICW 17 Apr (BB); last 
M (BBBO) 19 May. 

Chimney Swift: arr HANA 24 Apr. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr South 
Conesus 24 Apr (KC), very early; total b 53 M 
12-29 May (BBBO), typical of recent years. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: arr CIWMA 1 Apr, 
late for arr; max 10 HB 21 May, still the best 
site locally. 

Merlin: 19 rep, 20 ind sev loc 8-30 Mar; total 
14 incl hawkwatch 2-27 Apr; total incl 
hawkwatch 21 sev loc 2-29 May; no reports of 
nesting in Reg. 

Peregrine Falcon: total 4 BB-H + 6 sev other 
loc 6-30 Mar; total 13 BB-H + 6 sev other loc 
2-27 Apr; total 34 BB-H + 11 sev other loc 2- 
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29 May; hawkwatch total of 51 was Record 
high for the season; nesting in downtown 
Rochester, typical, see posts rfalconcam 
website. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr Powder Mills P 
MONR 14 May (KS, 8 others); Riverside 
Cemetery, Rochester 17 May (DD); Whiting Rd 
NP, Webster 27 May (GF). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr BB-WS 14 
May; total b 28 M 25 May thru. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr Norway Rd GENE 
24 May, late arr. 

“TrailPs” Flycatcher: arr lb M 13 May; max 
b 37 M 27 May; total b 129 M 13 May thru. 
Alder Flycatcher: max 10 ICW 27 May (RS). 
Least Flycatcher: total b 48 7-30 May. 

E. Phoebe: arr IB - West 9 Mar (RS), early. 
GRAY KINGBIRD: 1 CIWMA 2-4 May 
(EG, GL, mob, ph), 3 rd Reg record. 

N. Shrike: 5 rep, 4 ind sev loc 5-27 Mar; last 
NMWMA (VDS) 10 Apr. 

White-eyed Vireo: arr Highland P, Rochester 
10 May (KH, 6 others), rare. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: arr HAN A 27 Apr 
(BCad), early. 

Blue-headed Vireo: arr Whiting Rd NP, 
Webster 20 Apr (EG, GL), early. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr Hamlin 12 May; last 
Ontario Center Green way P WAYN 30 May, 
early for last. 

Red-eyed Vireo: total b 63 M 21-31 May; 
max 29 HHSpencer SRA ONTA 30 May, 
indicative of forest numbers. 

Blue Jay: 1450 BB-H 7 May (JPow), good 
count; 690 Hamlin 7 May (AGu), decent 
count, same day; max 1500 BB-WS 13 May 
(BriM, AGu), modest max; 947 HB 21 May 
(JN, CW, JSo); 1000 HB 27 May (BCar); 
numbers illustrate movement thru month. 

Am. Crow: max 1000 Broadway Rd, Wolcott 
WAYN 8 Mar, low max. 

Fish Crow: 1- 8 Charlotte area thru; max 11 
Dewey Ave/Dobson Rd, Greece thru (RD); 1 
downtown Rochester 13 Mar (FM); Brown Rd, 
T Wolcott WAYN 11 May (W&MR); showing 
up in more locations. 

Horned Lark: max 156 Hamlin 15 Apr. 

Purple Martin: arr MAC 30 Mar (CL); max 
60 Hemlock L 4 May. 

Tree Swallow: arr 1 BB-H 9 Mar; max 900 
CIWMA 2 Apr (MT). 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr SC 26 Mar 
(JeB, CW), early; max 100 CIWMA 2 May. 
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Bank Swallow: arr 2 BB-H 2 Apr; max 650 
HB 19 May (AGu). 

Barn Swallow: arr 1 Burger P, Greece & 2 BB- 
H 27 Mar. 

Black-capped Chickadee: total b 7 M 15 Apr 
- 7 May, illustrates a “down” year. 

Brown Creeper: total b 79 M (BBBO) 15 Apr- 
3 May. 

Winter Wren: arr 1 Beechwood SP WAYN & 

2 Ellison P 19 Mar; again scarce. 

SEDGE WREN (R2): 1 Mendon Pnds P 8 
May (J&AH), only rep. 

Marsh Wren: arr NMWMA (CR) 24 Mar 
(BMc), early. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 75 M (Owl 
Woods) 17 Apr (BCar); max b 57 M (BBBO) 

17 Apr; total b 230 15 Apr-16 May. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr Livonia LIVI 7 
Apr; max b 77 M (BBBO) 21 Apr; total b 532 
M (BBBO) 15 Apr-21 May; last 1 Church Trail, 
Greece 22 May. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr 1 Webster 13 
May; total b 7 M (BBBO) 26-29 May, very 
low. 

Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: total b 3 M 
(BBBO) 25-29 May, low. 

Swainson’s Thrush: arr Cobbs Hill, Rochester 
9 May; max b 37 M (BBBO) 26 May; total b 
112 M (BBBO) 13-31 May; max 66 Hamlin 27 
May (AGu), night calls. 

Hermit Thrush: arr 2 Fields Hill Rd, T 
Wolcott WAYN 22 Mar; total b 35 M (BBBO) 
15 Apr-21 May. 

Wood Thrush: arr LSP & South Conesus 24 
Apr, early. 

Am. Robin: 520 HB 8 Mar; 616 BB-WS 27 
Mar; only 4 other counts over 100; max 1000 
BB-WS 21 Apr (LT), low max - contrast with 
max 21,572 HB 2 Apr 2015. 

Gray Catbird: arr BB-WS 17 Apr; total b 230 
M (BBBO) 3-31 May; max b 32 M (BBBO) 25 
May; max 35 HB - YC 26 May. 

Am. Pipit: max 110 Church Rd, Hamlin 12 
Mar; last 1 HB 26 May. 

Cedar Waxwing: 760 HB 27 May (AGu); 
max 7230 HB 29 May (AGu); 1565 OB 29 
May (CW). 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: max 41 Hamlin 26 Mar; 
last HB 19 May (AGu). 

Snow Bunting: max 120 Hamlin 7 Mar; last 
Hamlin 27 Mar. 

Ovenbird: arr Honoye Crk WMA 28 Apr 
(BH), early. 
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Worm-eating Warbler: Grand View Ln, 
Greece 22 May (KG), rare but almost annual. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: arr 2 Jersey Hill Rd, 
Honeoye ONTA 27 Apr. 

N. Waterthrush: total b 46 M (BBBO) 21 Apr- 
30 May. 

Golden-winged Warbler: arr Fire House & 
Church Trails, Greece (KG, RM, JPow) & U. of 
Rochester (EG) 7 May; Fire House Trail, 

Greece 14 May (AGu, KS); Center Rd, T 
Murray ORLE 28 May (AGu, CW). 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr T Bristol ONTA 27 
Apr (KKi), early. 

Golden-winged Warbler x Blue-winged 
Warbler: Highland P, Rochester 12 May (KH), 
f not fitting either named hybrid well. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler: T Gates MONR 8 
May; Mendon Pnds P MONR 15 May. 
Black-and-white Warbler: max 14 BB - WS 
14 May (AGa). 

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (R2): arr 

HANA 3 May (JRe); 1-2 NMWMA (AR) 6 
May thru (DCar, 58+ others). 

Tennessee Warbler: arr Nations Rd 6 May; 
max 23 River Rd survey LIVI 14 May (MW); 
total b 24 M (BBBO) 12 May thru. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr Braddock Bay 
P 4 May (BW); lb M (BBBO) IMay, only one 
banded; 5 other rep all lakeshore loc 8-21 May. 
Nashville Warbler: total b 20 M (BBBO) 4-25 
May. 

Mourning Warbler: arr CIWMA 12 May; 
total b 27 M (BBBO) 17 May thru. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr NMWMA (AR) 26 
Apr (W&MR), early; max b 26 M (BBBO) 21 
May; 25 M 21 May; max 26 HB-YC 26 May; 
total b 134 M (BBBO) 27 Apr-31 May. 

Hooded Warbler: arr Mendon Pnds P 4 May. 
Am. Redstart: arr TCEA 28 Apr (MW), early; 
max b 30 M (BBBO) 21 May; 36 HB-YC 21 
May (AGu); max 54 HB-YC 26 May (RS): 
total b 172 M (BBBO) 9-31 May; fewer this 
spring. 

Cape May Warbler: last Firehouse Woods, 
Greece 29 May. 

Cerulean Warbler: arr NMWMA (VDS) 3 
May; found in expected sites. 

N. Parula: last Church Trail, Greece 27 May. 
Magnolia Warbler: max b 58 M (BBBO) 13 
May; total b 246 M (BBBO) 10-30 May. 

Yellow Warbler: arr Bushnell’s Basin T 
Pittsford 22 Apr (C&HH), very early; max 54 
BB-WS 14 (AGa); max b 13 M (BBBO) 17 
May; total b 91 M (BBBO) 1-30 May. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: total b 40 M 
(BBBO) 8-28 May. 
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Blackpoll Warbler: total b 35 M (BBBO) 21- 
31 May. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: total b 98 M 
(BBBO) 8-30 May. 

Palm Warbler: arr BB 14 Apr (DTe), early; 
total b 35 M (BBBO) 22 Apr-22 May; last M 
(BBBO) 25 May (JRu); none identified as 
“Yellow” Palm this spring. 

Pine Warbler: Rochester 8 Mar (AdM), likely 
overwintering; arr T Victor 2 Apr (AGa), early. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr 2 DEP 15 Mar 
(JSle), early; max 102 BB - WS 13 May (AGu); 
total b 29 M (BBBO) 18 Apr-22 May. 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (R2): 
BB - WS 28 May (ST), rare 
Prairie Warbler: arr HH Spencer SRA - South 
10 May (KKi); Lake Ave, Rochester 16 May 
(AGa); HB 21 May (JN, JSo, CW); T Conesus 

30 May (AC). 

Canada Warbler: total b 18 M (BBBO) 12-28 
May. 

Wilson’s Warbler: total b 57 M (BBBO) 13- 

31 May. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: MP 14 May (J&AH, 
AGu, PMar, MG), now rare locally. 

TOWHEES-WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: Rochester 17 Mar (AdM), early. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: last CIWMA & HANA 4 
May. 

Chipping Sparrow: T Pittsford 5 Mar (PMar); 
HANA 9 Mar (PMab); arr Hamlin 28 Mar. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: arr BB - H 6 May 
(RM, etal)\ 1-2 Cook Rd, T Hamlin (17 obs); 
MAC 12 May (CL, DG, JTh); T York LIVI 27 
May (AC); T Kendall ORLE 28 May (AGu, 
CW). 

Field Sparrow: T Ontario WAYN 28 Mar. 
Savannah Sparrow: SC 26 Mar (CW), early. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: arr T York LIVI 20 
Apr (MW). 

Fox Sparrow: arr North Pnds P, Webster 14 
Mar (JW); last T Ontario WAYN 3 May (JW); 
no high counts reported. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Max b 21 M (BBBO) 26 
May; total b 71 M (BBBO) 10-30 May. 

Swamp Sparrow: max 32 CIWMA 12 May. 
White-throated Sparrow: total b 126 M 
(BBBO) 16 Apr-24 May, low; last T York LIVI 
27 May.lb M 24 May. 

HARRIS’S SPARROW: 1 ad m Center Rd, T 
Kendall ORLE 7-9 May (K&JR, AGu, 9 others, 
ph), 12 th Reg record, very hospitable 
homeowners. 


203 


White-crowned Sparrow: last Church Trails, 
Greece 28 May, often found into June. 
“GAMBEL’s” WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW: Center Rd, T Kendall ORLE 7 
May (AGu, ph). 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 150 Mt Hope 
Cemetery, Rochester 11 Apr. 

SUMMER TANAGER: lb M (BBBO) 16-18 
May, lingered to be seen by many. 

Scarlet Tanager: arr Brown Rd, T Wolcott 
WAYN 27 Apr (W&MR), early; max 14 BB- 
WS 12 May (AGu), good count. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr Greece 22 Apr 
(LB). DICKCISSEL: HB 28 May (AGu, CW), 
calling while passing. 

Bobolink: max 75 Nations Rd survey 29 May 
(MW). 


Red-winged Blackbird: max 4000 T Macedon 
WAYN 19 Mar. 

E. Meadowlark: arr BB-H 8 Mar. 

Rusty Blackbird: 180 BB-WS 27 Mar; 150 
CIWMA 30 Mar; 120 BB-WS 16 Apr; max 
800 BB-WS 21 Apr (LT); May max 15 IB - 
South 2 May; last 1 & 3 HB 27 May; sample 
counts. 

Com. Grackle: max 1095 HB 8 Mar. 

Orchard Oriole: arr 2 Lakeshore Marshes, T 
Sodus WAYN 5 May (W&MR). 

Baltimore Oriole: max 63 BB-WS 12 May 
(AGu); 56 BB-WS 14 May (AGa). 

Com. Redpoll: last Hamlin 17 Apr. 

Pine Siskin: max 166 Hamlin 18 Apr (AGu). 


REGION 3-FINGER LAKES 
Bill Ostrander 

80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9@gmail.com 

Spring 2016 was dryer than normal in the Finger Lakes Region, with a warm 
March, cold April, and normal May. The average low temperature in Ithaca in 
March was 28° F, 6° above normal. The average high was 51°, 9° above normal. 
April was only slightly warmer with an average low of 29°, 4° below normal 
and an average high of 53°, 2° below normal. The average low in May was 44° 
and the average high was 68°, both 1° above normal. Precipitation in March was 
1.36", 1.28" less than normal. There was only 0.2" of snowfall, 11.5" less than 
normal. April precipitation totaled 2.61", 0.68" less than normal. April snowfall 
was 5.4", 2.0" more than normal. There was 1.90" of rainfall in May, 1.29" less 
than normal. Only a trace amount of snow fell during the month, and that was on 
the late date of 16 May. 

The mild winter and the warm month of March allowed waterfowl to pass 
out of the Region quickly. Consequently, the only late departures among the 
waterfowl were a lingering Greater White-fronted Goose on Cayuga Lake, a 
Greater Scaup at Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge (MNWR), and a likely 
injured Red-throated Loon on Canandaigua Lake. Some of the dabbling duck 
species passing through the Region occurred in high numbers, particularly Blue¬ 
winged and Green-winged Teal and Northern Shoveler. The other species 
passing through in high numbers were Red-breasted Merganser and Common 
Loon. Greater White-fronted Goose, Ross’s Goose, Cackling Goose, and 
Eurasian Wigeon are all species that have become regular in recent years and 
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were all present again this year. Very small numbers of Brant, Surf Scoter, and 
Black Scoter were reported. The highlight species was a Tufted Duck that was 
observed for about a week in early March on Canandaigua Lake. 

The most exciting wading birds of the season were Snowy Egret and 
Glossy Ibis. Individual Snowy Egrets appeared in Steuben County and at 
MNWR in late April. Two more showed up at MNWR in late May. Two Glossy 
Ibises lingered in the Savannah Mucklands for about a week. Another showed 
up at MNWR in the middle of May. 

The migrant raptor watchers at Sapsucker Woods produced some 
Regionally good numbers: individual Golden Eagles on three consecutive days 
in early March, six Red-shouldered Hawks on one day in mid-March, and 45 
Broad-winged Hawks and 12 Ospreys on a single day in early May. Elsewhere, 
Kyle Gage counted 20 Northern Harriers foraging over the wetlands of MNWR. 

The status of Sandhill Crane in the Region continues to change. The 7 
March arrival date was early and the count of 10 at the end of the season was a 
seasonal high. Conditions for American Coot were good at MNWR, where 
observers estimated a seasonal high of 800. 

It was an exciting year for shorebird watching. Several species that are 
more commonly seen in the Region during fall migration made appearances. 
American Avocets appeared along Canandaigua Lake, unprecedented numbers 
of “Western” Willets were at several locations, and numerous Long-billed 
Dowitchers foraged at MNWR in early May. In mid-May, American Golden- 
Plovers, a Hudsonian Godwit, and Stilt Sandpipers were at MNWR. Another 
Willet and Sanderlings were on the shores of Canandaigua Lake, and a Wilson’s 
Phalarope was at MNWR in late May. 

Little Gull reports were unusually frequent, with a half dozen scattered 
from early April through mid-May, including Chemung County’s first record. 
One Laughing Gull showed up on Cayuga Lake. A Thayer’s Gull visited the 
compost piles near Reynolds State Game Farm. Possibly the same bird was at 
Myers Point on Cayuga Lake 12 days later. A count of 33 Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls at the compost piles was very high for this species. The 124 Common 
Terns at one location on Cayuga Lake might indicate that this species is making 
a comeback in the Great Lakes Region. The normally much more common 
Caspian Tern also had a relatively high count of 54 at MNWR. 

Jay McGowan and Brad Walker happened upon an Eastern Whip-poor-will 
in the road. In addition to the nesting pair at MNWR, Red-headed Woodpeckers 
were reported from Tompkins and Schuyler Counties. Observers reported high 
counts of all the other woodpecker species except Downy. Many observers were 
able to observe the Loggerhead Shrike that lingered for several days in late April 
near the Ontario-Yates county line. 

Several species of passerines that typically arrive in April had early 
arrivals: Purple Martin, Cliff Swallow, Hermit Thrush, Brown Thrasher, 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, and Eastern Towhee. Among neotropic migrants, only 
Lincoln’s Sparrow and Orchard Oriole arrived early. 


The Kingbird 2016 September; 66 (3) 


205 


The only Golden-winged Warbler found this spring was in Northeast 
Ithaca, but many birders were able to see this bird. The only Prothonotary 
Warbler away from MNWR was one at Stewart Park in Ithaca. Many observers 
found the lone Henslow’s Sparrow in Tompkins County. Clay-colored Sparrow 
returned to the Cornell University campus. Another was found in the Town of 
Dry den. The Western Tanager that spent most of February on the Cornell 
campus stayed there through 3 April. Logan Kahle and Tim Lenz found the 
Region’s only Red Crossbill at Farley’s Point. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Judy Abrams, Janet Akin, Steve Arena, Tom Auer, Jessie Barry, Sue Barth, 
Doug Beattie, Dorothy Bedford, Linda Clark Benedict, Steven Benedict, Susan 
Bergeson, Birding Club at Cornell, Birding with Ferris, Wes Blauvelt, Adam 
Bleau, Anne Booth, Marty Borko, Oliver Bracko, Nancy Brooks, Tayler Brooks, 
Matthew Brown, Adrian Burke, Lea Callan, Doug Cameron, Donna Carter, 
Ethan Chaffee, Gary Chapin, George Chiu, Kelly Close, Richard Cohen, Omia 
Damaj, Doug Daniels, Willie D’Anna, Susan Danskin, Abby Darrah, Gregg 
Dashnau, Ian Davies, Greg Delisle, Renee DePrato, Andrew Dreelin, Gates 
Dupont, Sarah Dzielski, William Earley, Jody Enck, Jennifer Fee, Wayne Fidler, 
Cameron Finucane, E First, Martha Fischer, Kelly & Mark Fitzsimmons, Lauren 
Flesher, Elizabeth Fogarty, Kyle Gage, Brianna Gary, Jeff Gerbracht, Suzanne 
Giffin, Lindsay Glasner, Nathan Goldberg, Menachem Goldstein, Jane Graves, 
Melissa Groo, John Gross, Bill Gruenbaum, Michael, Gullo, Eric Gulson, 
Andrew Guthrie, Ethan Gyllenhaal, Ken Haas, Scott Haber, Ryan Hall, Becky 
Harbison, Meena Haribal, Wesley Hochachka, Diane Horning, Bill Howe, Alec 
Humann, Jasdev Imani, Carolyn Jacobs, Ava Jarvis, Anne Marie Johnson, 
Connor Jones, Nick Kachala, Logan Kahle, France & Francois Kehas-Dewaghe, 
Kenneth Kemphues, Dave Kennedy, Max Kirsch, J Gary Kohlenberg, Stuart 
Krasnoff, Jen Kuhn, Leona Lauster, Greg Lawrence, Alexander Lees, Tim Lenz, 
Kyra Leonardi, Nancy Loomis, Garrett MacDonald, Mark & Mary Magistro, 
Brian Maltzan, Patricia Martin, Nathan Martineau, Victor Martinez Moll, Lauri 
Mattie, Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Kevin McGowan, Catherine McGrath, 
Bob McGuire, Norma McKean, Matthew Medler, Jim Miles, Eliot Miller, Ann 
Mitchell, Mike Morgante, Celeste Morien, Brian & Brooke Morse, Diane 
Morton, Linda Mott, Nargila Moura, Dana Neufeld, David Nicosia, Johan 
Nilsson, James Norwalk, Dave Nutter, Tyler Olson, James Osborn, Bill 
Ostrander, Andrea & Mike Perko, Alex Petzke, John Podoliak, Jay Powell, Mike 
Powers, John Pumilio, Bill Purcell, Amy Reges, Paul Rodewald, Jajean Rose- 
Burney, Ken Rosenberg, Melissa & Wade Rowley, Reid Rumelt, Lisa Saam, 
Johan Sandercrantz, Livia Santana, Kelly Schaeffer, Michael Scheibel, Matt 
Schloss, Nolan Scholes, Katy Schwingle, Tom Schulenberg, Tom Shepard, 
Dominic Sherony, Hugh Shipley, Antony Shrimpton, Eric Sibbald, Maria Smith, 
Kimberly Snyder, Robert Spahn, Andrew Spencer, Dave Spier, Linda Stager, 


206 


The Kingbird 2016 September; 66 (3) 


Kimberly Sucy, Jim Tarolli, Gabrielle Tepp, Chris Tessaglia-Hymes, Michael 
Tetlow, Kevin & Peter Thompson, Sarah Toner, Diane Traina, Brian Tuttle, 
Benjamin Van Doren, Bonny & John VanDerMeid, Brad Walker, Michelle 
Wall, Emily Waterman, Dan Watkins, David Weber, Drew Weber, Alex Wiebe, 
Joe Wing, Max Witynski, Chris Wood, Thomas Yaglowski, Suan Yong, Lea 
Yuhas, Matthew Zeitler. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CanL - Canandaigua L; CCan - City of Canandaigua; CygL - Cayuga L; CU- 
Cornell University; DryL - Dryden L, TOMP; ED - Elmira Dam, CHEM; FHM 

- Frontenac Harbor Marina, CAYU; FLNF - Finger Lakes National Forest, 
SCHU; HHSF - Hammond Hill State Forest, TOMP; HO - Hawthorn Orchard, 
TOMP; Ith - Ithaca; LF - Lott Farm, SENE; LPBP - Lindsay-Parsons 
Biodiversity Preserve, TOMP; MH - Michigan Hollow, TOMP; MNWR - 
Montezuma NWR; MyPt - Myers Pt, TOMP; NE Ith - Northeast Ithaca; OBP - 
Ontario Beach P, ONTA; RSGF - Reynolds State Game Farm, TOMP; SPtSCH 

- Salt Pt, SCHU; SSP - Sampson SP; StP - Stewart P, TOMP; SW - Sapsucker 
Woods, TOMP; TCar - T Caroline; TDry - T Dryden; TGor - T Gorham; TLan 

- T Lansing; TPh - T Phelps; TSum - T Summerhill. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: max 6 MNWR 
11 Mar (GaC), high; TDry 19 Mar; last FHM 
29 May (mob), late. 

Snow Goose: max 100,000 MNWR 5 Mar; 5 
MNWR 30 May. 

Ross’s Goose: arr Village of Cayuga 6 Mar; 2 
CU 9 Mar; TPh 11 Mar; CU 20 Mar (JMc!, 
LSan). 

Snow X Ross’s Goose (hybrid): Cayuga Castle 
CAYU 20 Mar. 

Brant: CanL (mob) 1 May; SPtSCH 1 May 
(mob), only reports. 

Cackling Goose: arr 4 Seneca L SP 5 Mar; 
max 13 SW 7 Mar (JMc, BW!), high; last ED 
29 Mar. 

Canada Goose: max 7160 CU 9 Mar. 

Mute Swan: last Clifton Springs Hospital Pd 
ONTA 18 May (DSp). 

Tundra Swan: max 1000 CygL, T Aurelius 5 
Mar; last MNWR 7 May. 

Eurasian Wigeon: last MNWR 20 May. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 82 MNWR 13 
Apr(JO), high. 

N. Shoveler: max 400 MNWR 2 Apr (JMc, 
LSan), high. 

N. Pintail: max 5000 Savannah Mucklands 
SENE 5 Mar. 
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Green-winged Teal: max 1200 MNWR 27-28 
Mar (ID, JI, TL), high. 

Redhead: max 13,000 Harris P 13 Mar. 
Ring-necked Duck: last CanL, CCan 24 Mar. 
TUFTED DUCK: CanL at various locations 5- 
11 Mar (mob!). 

Greater Scaup: last MNWR 24 May (DSh, 
MT), late. 

Lesser Scaup: max 900 Harris P CAYU 13 
Mar; last MNWR 27 May; MyPt 27 May (TL!, 
JMc!). 

Ring-necked Duck X scaup (sp.) (hybrid): 

CygL, Ith 20 Mar-2 May. 

Surf Scoter: MNWR 16 Apr (DWa); 4 DryL 
19 Apr (mob), only reports. 

White-winged Scoter: max 19 Willard Town P 
SENE 20 May; last 2 CanL, TGor 3 May; 

CygL, C Ith 3 May. 

Black Scoter: CanL 11 Mar (WF), early; CygL 
14 May (ID, JNi, JS), only reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr 9 CU 7 Mar (MG), 
early; max 59 SPtSCH 4 Apr (ID), high; last 5 
OBP 3 May. 

Com. Goldeneye: last Mud Lock CAYU 14 
May. 

Com. Merganser: max 1100 Frontenac P 
CAYU 5 Mar. 


207 


Red-breasted Merganser: max 500 CygL SP 
15 Apr (MH), high. 

Ruddy Duck: max 150 MNWR 1 Apr. 
Red-throated Loon: 28 Perkins Rd Gravel Pits 
TOMP 4 Apr; last CanL, CCan 27 Apr thru 
(mob!), late, possibly injured. 

Com. Loon: max 255 CygL, T Varick 24 Apr 
(AL), high. 

Horned Grebe: last Emerson P CAYU 27 
May; MyPt 27 May. 

Red-necked Grebe: last OBP 3 May. 
Double-crested Cormorant: max 1000 FHM 
18 May (JMc), high. 

Am. Bittern: max 3 MNWR 10 Apr (DNu), 
high. 

Least Bittern: arr T Middlesex 4 May (MBr), 
early; MNWR 20 May (StB), only reports. 
Great Egret: arr MNWR 1 Apr; last Freeville 
28 May; MNWR 28 May. 

SNOWY EGRET (R3): Cohocton R 
Environmental Easement STEU 21 Apr (JoG!); 
MNWR 26 Apr (mob!); 2 MNWR 28 May 
(mob). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr StP 17 Apr. 
GLOSSY IBIS (R3): 2 Savannah Mucklands 
26 Mar-2 Apr (mob); MNWR 14 May (JMc, 
MMe). 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: arr Addison High School STEU 4 Mar 
(LY), early; MNWR 17 Mar; max 12 SW 4 
May. 

Golden Eagle: arr Mt Pleasant TOMP 6 Mar; 
last Bluegrass Lane Natural Area TOMP 6 
May. 

N. Harrier: max 20 MNWR 2 Mar (KG), high. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: max 6 SW 12 Mar. 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr Long Pt SP 16 Apr; 
CU 16 Apr; TLan 16 Apr; Bluegrass Lane 
Natural Area TOMP 16 Apr; max 45 SW 4 
May (CF, MaSc, DrW), high; 31 Moakley 
House TOMP 4 May. 

Rough-legged Hawk: last MNWR 7 May 
(EW), late. 

Virginia Rail: max 7 MNWR 20 May. 

Am. Coot: max 800 MNWR 10 Apr (JMc, 
LSan), high. 

Sandhill Crane: arr 3 MNWR 7 Mar (DK), 
early; max 10 MNWR 30 May (JAb), high. 
AM. AVOCET (R3): 2 CanL, CCan 1-2 May 
(mob!). 

AM. GOLDEN-PLOVER (R3): 3 MNWR 20 
May (mob!), high. 

Solitary Sandpiper: last TDry 24 May. 
WILLET (R3): CanL, CCan 1 May (mob!); 
MNWR 1 May (mob!); 5 Sulllivanville Dam 
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CHEM 1 May (mob!), first county record; 8 
MyPt 1 May (mob!); CanL, CCan 30 May 
(DD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr 2 MNWR 26 Mar 
(mob!), early; last MNWR 26 May. 

Upland Sandpiper: arr LF 16 Apr; max 3 LF 
14 May. 

Whimbrel: arr 2 OBP 3 May (BHo!), early; 
max 12 CanL, CCan 25 May (mob!); last 
MNWR 28 May (mob!). 

HUDSONIAN GODWIT (R3): MNWR 9-12 
May (mob!). 

Ruddy Turnstone: arr CanL, CCan 2 May 
(MBr), early; max 10 CanL, CCan 25 May; last 
CanL, CCan 27 May. 

STILT SANDPIPER (R3): MNWR 10 May 
(mob!); 2-3 MNWR 20-22 May (mob!). 
SANDERLING (R3): 12 CanL, CCan 25 May. 
Dunlin: arr MNWR 30 Mar; max 210 MNWR 
18 May (mob). 

Least Sandpiper: arr MNWR 2 Apr (ABu!), 
early; max 400 MNWR 21 May. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: arr MNWR 7 May. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: max 40 MNWR 30 Apr; 
last MNWR 26 May. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 80 MNWR 26 
May. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr MNWR 10 May; 
max 6 MNWR 20 May; last MyPt 25 May. 
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER (R3): 45 
MNWR 1 May (JMc!, LSan), high; 5 MNWR 
14 May (JMc, BW). 

Wilson’s Snipe: max 35 Savannah Mucklands 
SENE 1 Apr (GDa), high; last Bluegrass Lane 
Natural Area 10 May. 

Am. Woodcock: max 5 TLan 20 Mar; 5 T Ith 
30 Apr; 5 SSP 24 May. 

WILSON’S PHALAROPE (R3): MNWR 26 
May (TL!). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: StP 18 Mar; max 261 CygL, 
TLan 14 Apr. 

LITTLE GULL (R3): MyPt 4 Apr (CW!); StP 
25 Apr (JMc!); ED 1 May (NG!, TL), first 
Chemung County record; Long Pt SP 8 May 
(AL, JMc, NMo); 2 FHM 17-19 May (mob!). 
LAUGHING GULL (R3): FHM 29 May 
(mob!). 

Ring-billed Gull: max 6100 SPtSCH 4 Apr 
(ID), high. 

THAYER’S GULL: RSGF 22 Mar (ID!, JMc); 
MyPt 3 Apr (JMc, LSan). 

Iceland Gull: max 6 RSGF 21 Mar (JMc), 
high; last MNWR 13 Apr; ED 13 Apr. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: max 33 RSGF 22 
Mar (JMc), high; last RSGF 28 May. 

Glaucous Gull: last StP 26 Apr (JMc), late. 
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Western Tanager, Amherst SP, Erie, 7 May 2016, © Willie D’Anna. 
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Summer Tanager, Chautauqua, Chautauqua , 17 May 2016, © Sue Barth. 



Yellow-throated Warbler, Connetquot River SP, Suffolk , 10 Apr 2016, Ken Fuestel. 
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Yellow-headed Blackbird, Boland Pond, Broome , 13 Apr 2016, © George Chiu. 





Red-necked Grebe, Buckingham Pond, Albany , 9 April 2016, © Scott Stoner. 
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This intriguing duck at Fisher’s Landing, Jefferson (photo 5 Mar 2016, © Willie 
D’Anna), was thought to be a hybrid involving a small merganser species (Smew or 
Hooded Merganser) and a Bucephala species. The two most widely supported hypotheses 
(invoking a total of four species!) were Smew x Common Goldeneye and Hooded 
Merganser x Bufflehead. 
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Caspian Tern: max 54 MNWR 30 Apr (TB, 

ID, ASp), high. 

Black Tern: max 27 MNWR 20 May. 

Com. Tern: max 124 FHM 17 May (JMc), 
high. 

Forster’s Tern: arr DryL 8 Apr (Jay & 
KMcGo, CW), early; max 8 Wyers Pt SENE; 8 
CanL, T Italy; last MyPt 24 May. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr TSum 14 May; 
MNWR 14 May; HO 14 May. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: max 9 NE Ith 26 May. 
Great Horned Owl: max 7 DIL Woods TOMP 
4 Mar (LK), high. 

Snowy Owl: last T Fayette 20 Mar; Finger 
Lakes Regional Airport CAYU 20 Mar. 
Short-eared Owl: max 5 TPhl3 Apr; last 2 
TPh 29 Apr. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: HHSF 5 Mar; City of Ithaca 
Cemetery 20 Mar; T Danby 14 May, only 
reports. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 7 TCar 27 May. 

E. WHIP-POOR-WILL (R3): T Danby 14 
May (JMc, BW). 

Chimney Swift: 14 CU 25 Apr; max 50 T 
Ledyard 8 May; 50 Owasco L Inlet CAYU 8 
May. 

Belted Kingfisher: max 5 LPBP 28 Apr (AM, 
WB), high. 

RED HEADED WOODPECKER (R3): 

Brooktondale 10 May (MGr); 1-2 MNWR 14 
May thru (mob); T Hector 21 May (AR). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: max 12 SW 12 May 
(MWa), high. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: max 20 FLNF 16 
Apr (JMc, LSan); 20 MH 17 Apr (JMc, LSan), 
high. 

Hairy Woodpecker: max 11 TDry 7 May 
(BMa), high. 

N. Flicker: max 25 FLNF 16 Apr (JMc, LSan), 
high. 

Pileated Woodpecker: max 6 FLNF 16 Apr 
(JMc, LSan), high. 

Merlin: max 3 City of Geneva 11 & 24 Apr 
(JNo), high. 

Peregrine Falcon: last & max 2 MNWR. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: last T Starkey 22 
May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: SW 12 May 

(MWa), early; MNWR 14 May (DK); TCar 20 
May (SKe), only reports. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr T Locke 12 May. 
Willow Flycatcher: max 14 MNWR 25 May 
(JAk), high. 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE: TGor & T 
Middlesex 24-29 Apr (mob!). 

N. Shrike: last T Hopewell 23-29 Mar. 
Philadelphia Vireo: arr SW 8 May; TDry 8 
May; last MNWR 30 May. 

Red-eyed Vireo: max 30 HHSF 21 May. 

Fish Crow: max 18 T Seneca Falls 29 Mar. 
Purple Martin: arr Finger Lakes Community 
College ONTA 24 Mar (BroM), early; max 58 
MNWR 14 May. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 160 
Woodville Boat Launch ONTA 27 Apr (EGy, 
GL), high; 75 MyPt 1 May; 75 Dresden 
Overlook YATE 2 May. 

Cliff Swallow: arr Big Flats Trail CHEM 2 Apr 
(MPo!), early. 

Winter Wren: arr MH 24 Mar. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr MH 17 May. 
Swainson’s Thrush: max 100 NE Ith 26 May. 
Hermit Thrush: arr TDry 21 Mar (CW), early; 
max 16 Danby State Forest TOMP 3 Apr (JMc, 
LSan), high. 

Am. Robin: max 400 TDry 4 Apr (KMcGo). 
Brown Thrasher: C Ith 17 Mar (DNu); arr C 
Ith 1 Apr (WLH), early; max 8 MNWR 9 May 
(JO), high. 

Am. Pipit: arr Sullivanville Dam CHEM 3 
Mar; last MNWR 21 May; Elmira Holiday Inn 
CHEM 21 May. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Lapland Longspur: 10 MNWR 27 Mar (ID, 

JI, TL); LF 24 Apr (AL, NMo), only reports. 
Snow Bunting: DryL 4 Apr (JGe, CW); 
MNWR 29-30 Apr (DCar!), low and late. 
Worm-eating Warbler: LPBP 14-18 May 
(mob); Ford Hill TOMP 24 May (LK, CW), 
only reports. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: arr Shindagin Hollow 
State Forest TOMP 2 Apr (JB, CW), early. 
GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER (R3): NE 
Ith 8 May (mob!). 

Blue-winged Warbler: arr 2 TDry 26 Apr. 
“Brewster’s” Warbler (hybrid): CU 8 May 

(mob!). 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler (hybrid): HO 13 May 
(JGK!); TCar 27 May (TA!). 

Golden-winged x Blue-winged Warbler 
(hybrid): CU 8 May (mob!). 

Black-and-white Warbler: arr T Ovid 25 Apr; 
TCar 25 Apr; Split Pd P YATE 25 Apr; max 10 
LPBP 7 May. 

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (R3): 1-2 

MNWR 6 May thru (mob); Seneca Trail SENE 
16 May (KL!); StP 10 May (JMc!). 
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Tennessee Warbler: last MNWR 26 May; T 
Enfield 26 May; TDry 26 May. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: arr SSP 30 Apr; 
last HO 24 May (BMc!), late. 

Hooded Warbler: arr CU 4 May. 

Am. Redstart: max 22 Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
Bird Sanctuary TOMP 24 May. 

Cape May Warbler: max 5 NE Ith 17 May; 
last HHSF 28 May (AM, JGK, SDa), late. 
Cerulean Warbler: arr MNWR 7 May; max 8 
MNWR 21 May. 

N. Parula: last Uhl Woods TOMP 27 May. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: T Ovid 9 May; last 
TDry 25 May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: max 12 HHSF 7 May. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: max 15 

Shindagin Hollow State Forest TOMP 14 May. 
Palm Warbler: max 20 SSP 30 Apr; last 
MNWR 20 May. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr Jetty Woods 
TOMP 13 Mar (TL), early; max 100 Wyers Pt 
SENE 29 Apr (TL), high. 

Prairie Warbler: arr T Lindley 28 Apr; 2 
LPBP 28 Apr; C Ith 28 Apr. 

Canada Warbler: max 8 HHSF 30 May 
(KMcGo, LAvL), high. 

Wilson’s Warbler: last Ithaca Tompkins 
Airport 27 May; MyPt 27 May; CU 27 May; 
TLan 27 May. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: arr T Homellsville 19 Mar (NG, 
GM, TL), early; max 18 Bare Hill Unique Area 
YATE 21 Apr (KaS), high. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: max 40 MNWR 10 Mar; 
last MNWR 6 May. 

Chipping Sparrow: max 33 CU 3May. 


CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (R3): CU 6 

May thru; TDry 23 May. 

Field Sparrow: arr T Homellsville 19 Mar. 
Vesper Sparrow: max 7 Mt Pleasant TOMP 13 
Apr (JMc), high. 

Savannah Sparrow: T Fayette 5 Mar (NMa, 
DNe, ST); Ithaca Tompkins Airport 24 Mar 
(JMc); arr TDry 31 Mar; max 40 RSGF 26 Apr 
(LK, TL, ST), high. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: arr Lake Rd fields 
CAYU 9 May. 

HENSLOW’S SPARROW (R3): W King Rd 
fields TOMP 30 Apr-24 May (mob!). 

Fox Sparrow: max 35 TDry 4 Apr, high (SDa); 
last T Starkey 30 Apr. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr 2 T Middlesex 27 Apr 
(EGy, GL!), early; last MyPt 27 May. 

Swamp Sparrow: max 46 MNWR 16 Apr 
(JO), high. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 100 TGor 27 
Apr (TL), high; last T Ith 28 May. 
White-crowned Sparrow: last Amot Forest 
SCHU 23 May. 

WESTERN TANAGER: CU thm 3 Apr 
(mob!). 

Bobolink: 2 South Hill TOMP 30 Apr. 

E. Meadowlark: arr T Tyre 8 Mar 
Rusty Blackbird: max 700 MNWR 1 May 
(JMc, LSan); last T Hopewell 11 May. 

Orchard Oriole: arr SW 27 Apr (Jay & 
KMcGo, BW), early; max 4 Cass P TOMP 31 
May. 

House Finch: max 35 SW 2 Mar (TSc), high. 
Purple Finch: max 18 TCar 19 Mar. 

RED CROSSBILL (R3): Farley’s Pt CAYU 
20 Mar (LK, TL), only report. 

Pine Siskin: max 35 T Prattsburgh 10 Mar. 
House Sparrow: max 60 CU 4 Mar (NMa, 
DNe), high. 


REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 

No report was received this season. 
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REGION 5—ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 


Matt Perry 

3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 
mperry63@roadrunner.com 

David Wheeler 

20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 
tigger64@aol.com 

Continuing where winter left off, the spring 2016 season began on a mild note. 
In Syracuse the average temperature for March was 39.7° F, fully 5.5° warmer 
than normal. Rainfall for the month totaled 2.45", which was one half inch lower 
than average. Snowfall in March was 5.4" in Syracuse which is more than a foot 
below par. Unlike last year, Lake Ontario was ice-free right from the onset of 
March. In Old Forge in the Adirondacks, ice-out at First Lake occurred on 17 
March. The month of April was decidedly rawer, with an average temperature of 
42.6°, which was 4.3° colder than normal. One birder noted that April was more 
like March and vice versa. In Syracuse rainfall was over an inch below normal 
in April, but 8" of snow provided the month with a 4.3" surplus. 

Some birders noted that arrival dates for many species were earlier by at 
least a week. Perhaps lulled into a false sense of security by a mild March, early 
nesters faced incubation challenges in April and harsh weather was ultimately 
blamed for some nest failures. A half-foot of snow which blanketed parts of the 
Region on 3 April compelled Killdeer, Fox Sparrows, and American Robins 
(disparate companions) to take to the shoulders of roads and busy highways in 
an attempt to find open ground where they could forage. The latter species 
became an especially common casualty of vehicle impacts. The mean 
temperature in May was 58.2°, only 0.6° above average. Rainfall for the month 
amounted to 3.6" which was slightly higher than average. Persistent northerly 
winds along the Ontario Lakeshore inhibited leaf-out into late May. A happy 
consequence of this was that migrant warblers and other neotropicals could be 
more easily viewed in the treetops. 

There was little remarkable about this spring’s waterfowl migration, with 
the expected species found in average or below average numbers. At Derby Hill 
the peak flight of Snow Geese happened on 7-8 March, three weeks earlier than 
the previous year. Eurasian Wigeon had its best showing ever in the Region, 
being found in four places for a total of 4-5 individuals. Although species 
diversity was lackluster this season, a few novel hybrids helped to keep things 
interesting. At Howland Island on 4 May, Ken Burdick identified a Blue- 
winged Teal X Cinnamon Teal hybrid, presumably the same bird as at 
Montezuma in fall having successfully overwintered. On 2 March, Jason Luscier 
found a Mallard X Northern Pintail hybrid on Onondaga Lake. Neither bird was 
relocated after their initial discoveries. The first two weeks of March saw a good 
flight of Northern Pintail. Tim Lenz observed an estimated 6500 Pintails in the 
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Loop Road floodlands east of the Seneca River and one of the few parts of the 
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge in Region 5. Generally, counts of Aythya 
species were low and there was little significant staging noted. At Phillip’s Point 
on Oneida Lake on 19-20 May, Bill Purcell observed the Region’s only Surf 
Scoters for the season. Only a single Black Scoter was reported for the period. 

There were widespread reports of Wild Turkey, but the small flock sizes 
encountered seems to confirm an already recognized downward population 
trend. A maximum count of 40 came from the Utica area on 28 March, but most 
reports were of much smaller numbers and even singles. In light of these trends 
the NYS DEC may want to reconsider the annual month-long turkey hunting 
season. Holding the hunt during the month of May, while turkeys are engaged in 
breeding activities seems inconsistent with sound conservation management. A 
closing of the spring turkey season is recommended in order to help stabilize 
and/or grow Wild Turkey populations. In the Adirondacks in the latter part of 
May, Gary Lee noted that only two of the expected five pairs of Common Loons 
were present at Woodhull Lake. Lee speculated that resident Bald Eagles may 
be hazing the loons and forcing them to leave. 

American Bitterns were reported from expected areas. On 18 May, Wayne 
Fidler and Mary and Mark Magistro found one in the marsh at Derby Hill 
calling in plain sight. The marsh outlet had been temporarily blocked and the 
water level was two feet higher than usual, causing marsh birds to be much more 
visible than usual. The bittern was seen gulping air and producing its unique 
hiccuping call. After several days the outlet blockage cleared and the water level 
dropped to normal. A Least Bittern was also heard. Only one other Least Bittern 
was found during the period. On 19 May, Mitch Nusbaum found a Snowy Egret 
at Jamesville Beach, and Dennis Anderson and Matt Voelker relocated it there 
on the 21 st . The bird represents the 18 th spring record and 30 th overall for the 
Region. Single Black-crowned Night-Herons were reported at a few sites, but 
their visits were short. 

The season’s hawk flight at Derby Hill was somewhat disappointing even 
if the final count was similar to the previous year. Observers speculated that a 
mild winter was responsible for the low tallies of early migrating buteos and 
accipiters—record low numbers in some cases. Many hawks likely wintered 
further north than usual and therefore had no opportunity to pass over Derby 
Hill. After a mild March, a conspiracy of meteorological factors served to 
suppress the April flight, with wintry weather early in the month and day after 
day of northeast winds during the second half. In his capacity as official hawk 
counter at Derby Hill, Dave Wheeler reported the number of raptors counted in 
April (17,392) was barely half that of the same month in 2015. A reversal of 
fortune happened for late May however, with a decent flight of “Florida” Bald 
Eagles (winter-breeding birds of the Deep South) and immature Broad-winged 
Hawks. Rarities included two Black Vultures and a light-morph Swainson’s 
Hawk. Photos of the Swainson’s Hawk (with a missing central tail feather) that 
passed Derby Hill on 26 May led to it being recognized as one of two that 
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passed over Braddock Bay the previous day. There are approximately 25 prior 
Derby Hill records of the species, which may not be noted but almost certainly 
passes every year. 

A small number of Soras was reported this period, which is typical. The 
most interesting report came via the web cam on the Peregrine Falcon nest box 
in downtown Utica. There on 12 May, the adult male falcon brought in a Sora as 
prey to feed its nestlings. How precisely a Peregrine Falcon obtains a 
notoriously low-flying Sora is open to speculation. One would assume that the 
Peregrine would catch a rail by flushing it from cattail beds and chasing it down 
rather than diving after it in a stoop. Singles and small numbers of Sandhill 
Crane were reported mostly from expected areas, but one also came in from the 
Utica Marsh on 24 March. The crane may indeed constitute a first for that 
location. 

A Piping Plover with an orange leg band was spotted by Dennis Anderson 
on 7 May at Oneida Shores County Park in Brewerton, a first for Onondaga 
County and third record for the shores of Oneida Lake. The plover may be one 
of the birds attempting to breed 35 miles north in Jefferson County. Several had 
returned to the Sandy Pond area by late May. A flock of 13 Whimbrels passed 
by Oneida Lake at Constantia on 24 May. At Ditch Bank Road on 2 May, Jerry 
Case observed and photographed a male Ruff, the fifth spring record for the 
Region and eighth overall. It appeared to be molting to breeding plumage or 
possibly a first year bird. After about five minutes, the rarity flew north along 
with a small flock of Lesser Yellowlegs and was not seen again. Bonaparte’s 
Gulls arrived in late March but thereafter were found in relatively unimpressive 
numbers. Gull diversity was disappointing this period and numbers were 
generally low. In May, Gary Lee reported that for the first time in 50 years there 
was no Herring Gull nest at Limekiln Lake. One Forster’s Tern was reported 
from Oneida Lake on 3 May. Kevin McGann and Wayne Fidler spotted a distant 
Parasitic Jaeger from Phillips Pt (Oneida Lake) on 8 May. Spring jaegers are 
represented historically by only a few records for the Region. 

On 6 March a maximum of three Long-eared Owls was reported at Beaver 
Lake Nature Center in Baldwinsville. One remained there until at least 16 
March. The Short-eared Owl that flew past Derby Hill on 29 April represented 
the only report for that species. There were two reports of Northern Saw-whet 
Owls. The last one was heard calling in Williamstown on 20 April. A high count 
of 462 Common Nighthawks from Derby Hill was very noteworthy for a single 
day. Wayne Fidler kept count of the birds, which started moving earlier in the 
day than usual. Dave Wheeler speculated that the flight was likely a large 
percentage of the typical total season count compressed into a four-hour period, 
probably by the influence of weather. On 29 May at the Stillwater Hotel in the 
Adirondacks, the annual banding of hummingbirds took place. Gary Lee 
reported that a total of 47 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were banded that 
morning. Six of those captured were previously banded at the same location— 
four in 2014 and two in 2015. Merlin numbers were lower than usual this period, 
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and only one instance of possible nesting was reported. Resident pairs of 
Peregrine Falcons in the downtown areas of Syracuse and Utica were both 
confirmed as breeding. In Utica the first egg appeared on the nest scrape on 26 
March, which is nearly a week earlier than the previous year. Ultimately two out 
of four eggs hatched in the Utica nest. Notable prey species brought back by the 
Utica Peregrines included the aforementioned Sora, American Woodcock 
(many), Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo, American Redstart, and 
Orchard Oriole. 

An Acadian Flycatcher was found on 22 May at Sunset Bay Park. The 
species was found at two other locations, including a wooded gorge near 
Skaneateles Lake, but was not reported from the Whiskey Hollow spot in May. 
On 23 May, Gene Huggins observed a White-eyed Vireo at the South Meadows 
Nature Area in Tully. He managed to get a good look at the rarity, which 
apparently never sang and did not linger. The sighting is the 18 th Regional 
record of the species for the spring season. At Derby Hill large flights of 
northbound migrant Blue Jays took place between 11-26 May. On 14 May close 
to 2,500 Blue Jays flew over. Gene Huggins reported that Tree Swallows arrived 
at his Tully property on 24 March, which surpassed their prior earliest arrival 
date by eleven days. No significant movement of Black-capped Chickadee or 
Red-breasted Nuthatch was noted during the period. There were only three 
reports of Gray-cheeked Thrushes, which is not unusual. For the second 
consecutive spring season, at Spring Farm Nature Sanctuary in Kirkland, a 
Gray-cheeked Thrush was seen keeping company with a Swainson’s Thrush. 

A handful of reports of Bohemian Waxwings all emanated from the 
Mexico area near Lake Ontario. A “Lawrence’s” Warbler was observed and 
photographed by several birders at Great Bear Recreation Area in Fulton, 
presumably the same bird returning to the spot year after year. On 23 May Linda 
Clark-Benedict and Steven Benedict took part in a mission to find Prothonotary 
Warblers at Howland Island. Their efforts yielded three of the enigmatic species. 
The birds’ locations were recorded on GPS by the DEC. On that same day their 
10 mile journey also yielded 16 singing Cerulean Warblers, which was an 
impressive number but not unexpected given the distance and in the Region’s 
last stronghold for the species. Several birders noted that Cape May Warblers 
were more plentiful this season than normal. Interestingly, Dave Cesari, who 
laments the absence of migrant neotropicals at his Rome property, reported that 
the only migrant warbler to grace his land this season was a Cape May Warbler. 
A maximum number of seven Cape Mays at Sunset Bay Park on 8 May can be 
considered quite respectable for this modern era, even if it pales in comparison 
to the high totals achieved in the 1970s. 

Only three Clay-colored Sparrows were found this spring. One non-singing 
bird on the bluff at Derby Hill on 21 May was probably a female. Interestingly, 
a Chipping Sparrow that remained at Derby Hill through the month of May 
consistently sang a Clay-colored-like song. It was suggested that the song was 
the species’ “dawn” song, but the bird consistently sang the same variation 
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throughout the day and was never heard producing a more typical song. Vesper 
Sparrows arrived in a bit stronger numbers than usual. It remains to be seen if 
any stayed to breed. Fox Sparrow numbers were particularly good this spring 
with several observers reporting more than 10 per location. It’s no surprise that 
the high counts were concurrent with a shift to harsh weather and snow cover, 
which undoubtedly served to concentrate the birds. Dave and Janet Muir 
photographed a first summer male Summer Tanager at their bird feeders on 6-7 
May, the sixth spring record and eighth overall for Region 5 (but second of 
2016). A male Dickcissel was observed at a feeding station in Marcellus on 15 
May. Photos taken by the owner of the residence where the bird occurred 
substantiated the sighting, but it’s not known how long the bird remained at the 
site. This occasional stopover but likely regular passage migrant has been 
recorded 30 times previously in the Region but only six times for spring. Winter 
finches were scarce this season just as they were during the previous period. 
Only Pine Siskins attained respectable numbers. On 28 March, at her residence 
in the Southern Highlands near Sheds, Linda Salter had Pine Siskin fledglings 
showing up at her birdfeeders. 

This season a total of 249 species and five hybrids was reported, which is 
three above the recent 10-year average for the Region. Highlights of the season 
included: Ross’s Goose, Eurasian Wigeon, Blue-winged Teal X Cinnamon 
Teal (hybrid), Snowy Egret, Black Vulture, SWAINSON’s HAWK, PIPING 
PLOVER, Whimbrel, RUFF, Forster's Tern, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared 
Owl, Black-backed Woodpecker, WHITE-EYED VIREO, “Lawrence’s” 
Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, and DICKCISSEL 

Spring 2016 produced 81,495 eBird records for Region 5, and these were 
processed by Swan Swan Hummingbird v 4.02. Reports were contributed by 
352 people. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Dennis Anderson (DA), Linda Clark Benedict (LCB), Steven Benedict (SBd), 
Brenda Best (BB), Adam Bleau (AB), Sue Boettger, Carla Bregman, Donald 
Brightsmith, Joseph Brin (JB), Matthew Brown, Ken & Rose Burdick (KRB), 
Andrea Burke (ABu), Bernie Carr (BC), Jerry Case (JC), David Cesari, Richard 
Cohen, Jim D’Angelo (JD), Greg Dashnau (GD), Rose DeNeve, Jane Fagerland, 
Wayne Fidler (WF), Elizabeth Frascatore, Louise Gomez, Bill Gruenbaum, 
Barbara & Larry Hall (BLH), David Hall, Gene Huggins, Timothy Johnston, 
Scott Kinzey, Joshua LaCelle (JaL), Josiah LaCelle (JhL), Gary Lee (GL), Tim 
Lenz, Jason Luscier (JL), Mark Magistro (MaM), Mary Magistro (MM), Anne 
Mayville (AM), Ben McGann, Jay McGann, Kevin McGann (KM), Jay 
McGowan (JM), Dave & Janet Muir (DJM), David Nash (DN), Cody Nichols, 
Mitch Nusbaum (MN), Matt Perry (MP), Jon Podoliak, John Pumilio, Bill 
Purcell (BP), Carl Richardson, Paul Richardson, Mandi Roggie, Margaret Rusk, 
Linda Salter (LS), Livia Santana (LSa), Stephanie Schmidt, Thomas Schmidt 
(TSc), Mickey Scilingo (MS), Tony Shrimpton (TS), Gerald Smith, Jean 
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Soprano, Chris Spagnoli (CS), Chris Stanger, Jim Tarolli (JT), Mike Tetlow 
(MT), Judy Thurber, Andrew Van Norstrand (AVN), Matt Voelker (MV), Drew 
Weber (DWe), David Wheeler (DW), Brian White, Robert G. Williams III 
(RW), John Wojcikiewicz, Judy Wright. 

DERBY HILL HAWK MIGRATION TOTALS 


Species 

Arrival 

Black Vulture 

27 Mar 

Turkey Vulture 

6 Mar 

Osprey 

24 Mar 

Bald Eagle 

28 Feb 

No. Harrier 

28 Feb 

Sharp-sh. Hawk 

7 Mar 

Cooper's Hawk 

28 Feb 

N. Goshawk 

15 Mar 

Red-sh. Hawk 

6 Mar 

Broad-wng. Hawk 

15 Apr 

Red-tailed Hawk 

28 Feb 

Rough-lgd. Hawk 

28 Feb 

Swainson’s Hawk 

26 May 

Golden Eagle 

9 Mar 

Am. Kestrel 

9 Mar 

Merlin 

9 Mar 

Peregrine Falcon 

9 Mar 

Total, inc. unid. 



Max 

Max Date 

Total 

1 

X 

2 

2233 

27 Mar 

18301 

41 

3 May 

314 

53 

26 May 

450 

95 

7 Apr 

409 

245 

6 May 

2031 

21 

27 Mar 

167 

1 

X 

5 

68 

17 Mar 

339 

4244 

3 May 

18392 

223 

27 Mar 

2159 

18 

9 Mar 

67 

1 

26 May 

1 

3 

17, 27 Mar, 7 Apr 24 

24 

7 Apr 

179 

4 

7 Apr 

36 

3 

9 Mar 

14 


42,952 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ADK - Adirondacks, n. HERK; BLNC - Beaver Lake Nature Center, 
Baldwinsville; Brew - Oneida L at Brewerton; Bville - Baldwinsville; CM - 
Clay Marsh, Clay; Const - Oneida L at Constantia; DB - Ditch Bank Rd & 
vicinity, T Sullivan/Lenox; DH - Derby Hill, T Mexico; DL - Delta L; 
Dolgeville - Dolge, HERK; FH - Fair Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and vicinity; 
GB - Great Bear Rec Area, Fulton; GLSP - Green Lakes SP, Fayetteville; GSC 

- Great Swamp Conservancy and vicinity; HV - Happy Valley WMA, Parish; 
MCL - Madison County Landfill; NS - Noyes Sanctuary; OF - Old Forge; OLC 

- Onondaga L Creekwalk, Syracuse; OneiL - Oneida L; OnonL - Onondaga L; 
OswH - Oswego Harbor; PPt - Oneida L at Phillips Pt, W Monroe; Pville - 
Pennellville; SBP - Sunset Bay P, Scriba; SFNS - Spring Farm Nature 
Sanctuary, Kirkland; SH - Southern Highlands of Onondaga & Madison Co.; 
SHTF - Sky High Turf Farm, Chittenango, MADI; Skan - Skaneateles; SNC - 
Sterling Nature Center, Sterling; SP - Sandy Pd and vicinity; SSSP - Selkirk 
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Shores SP; SVB - Sylvan, Verona Beach, and vicinity; Syr - Syracuse; TR - 
Three Rivers WMA, Lysander; UM - Utica Marsh; WH - Whiskey Hollow; WP 
- Woodman Pd, Hamilton. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Mexico 3 Mar 
(WF); DH 12 Mar (KM). 

Snow Goose: 7000 Lysander 6 Mar; 5321 
SSSP 6 Mar; max 14110 DH 7 Mar; last 3 DH 
11 Apr. 

Ross’s Goose: 2 DH 7 Mar (DW, ph); DH 9 
Mar (DW, ph); DH 24 Mar (DW, ph). 

Brant: arr & max 140 OnonL 1 May; 50 TR 1 
May; 50 Fulton 1 May; 130 PPt 17 May; 113 
PPt 19 May; last 15 DH, OF 26 May. 

Cackling Goose: Jamesville 6 Mar; Phoenix 10 
Mar; max 2 Oriskany 13 Mar; SFNS 17 Mar; 
last Jamesville 14 Apr. 

Canada Goose: max 4995 DH 9 Mar. 

Mute Swan: max 34 SP 11 May; 22 FH 14 
May. 

Trumpeter Swan: max 8 Pville 10 Mar; 5 
Parish 23 Mar; 5 TR 23 Apr. 

Tundra Swan: max 23 Brew 6 Mar; 16 DL 7 
Mar; 12 TR 7 Mar; last 2 TR 22 Mar. 

Wood Duck: 34 DH 9 Mar; max 45 UM 24 
Mar. 

Gadwall: 12 Pville 11 Mar; 15 TR 12 Mar; 10 
HI 27 Mar; last HI 12 May. 

EURASIAN WIGEON (R5): Volney 10-13 
Mar (KM, mob); 2 DB 11 Mar (WF); 
Schroeppel 13 Mar (MM, MaM); HI 3 Apr 
(AB); intro. 

Am. Wigeon: max 300 HI 27 Mar; 45 TR 29 
Mar; last PPt 16 May. 

Am. Black Duck: max 63 GSC 11 Mar; 60 HI 
27 Mar. 

Mallard: max 280 Pville 11 Mar; 240 DB 11 
Mar. 

Am. Black Duck X Mallard: max 2 OnonL 1 
Mar; DB 11 Mar; only reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: arr 2 Phoenix 13 Mar; max 
8 TR 29 Mar; 6 SNC 21 Apr - 11 May. 
Blue-winged Teal X Cinnamon Teal: HI 4 
May (KRB). 

N. Shoveler: 20 Canas 26 Mar; 14 Phoenix 26 
Mar; max 30 HI 27 Mar; 15 CM 6 Apr; last 3 
Volney 25 May; relatively good numbers. 
Mallard X N. Shoveler: OnonL 2 Mar (JL). 

N. Pintail: 200 DB 11 Mar; 6500 Loop Rd 
MNWR 5 Mar (TL); 750 Pville 11 Mar; last 2 
HI 30 Apr; generally good numbers. 

Mallard X N. Pintail: TR 13 Mar (GD); HI 6 
Apr (AB). 

Green-winged Teal: 130 DB 25 Mar; max 150 
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HI 27 Mar; last PPt 8 May. 

Canvasback: max 18 OswH 4 Mar; 6 Brew 6 
Mar; last OnonL 14 Apr; low numbers & few 
reports. 

Redhead: 45 OnonL 4 Mar; 26 OswH 5 Mar; 
max 66 Brew 6 Mar; 25 FH 11 Mar; last 3 WP 
5 Apr. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 332 GSC 13 Mar; 

215 Brew 19 Mar; 313 Tully 2 Apr; last 5 WP 7 
May. 

Greater Scaup: max 150 OswH 5 Mar; 140 
Brew 6 Mar; 100 SP 5 Apr; last OswH 10 May. 
Lesser Scaup: max 250 FH 16 Mar; 110 OneiL 
27 Mar; 52 SP 5 Apr; last 2 OswH 5 May. 
Greater/Lesser Scaup: max 400 OneiL 27 
Mar; 300 SP 5 Apr. 

Surf Scoter: arr 2 PPt 20 Apr; PPt 19 May; 
only reports. 

White-winged Scoter: 25 OswH 5 Mar; max 
268 FH 19 Mar; 161 PPt 19 May; last 26 PPt 24 
May. 

Black Scoter: OswH 4 Mar, only report. 
Long-tailed Duck: arr & max 520 FH 19 Mar; 
300 DH 24 Apr; last DH 22 May. 

Bufflehead: 70 WP 12 Apr; max 300 Const 17 
Apr; 56 Cazenovia 2 May; last PPt 22 May. 
Com. Goldeneye: 70 OnonL 1 Mar; 100 
Mexico 5 Mar; max 230 Brew 6 Mar; last 3 
Port Ontario 28 Apr. 

Hooded Merganser: 24 SP 7 Mar; 17 Brew 6 
Mar; max 36 Otisco Lake 13 Mar. 

Com. Merganser: max 340 OnonL 1 Mar; 165 
Brew 6 Mar; 200 FH 11 Mar. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 550 FH 19 
Mar; 100 DH 11 Apr; last 4 Oswego 22 May. 
Ruddy Duck: arr FH 11 Mar; 6 WP 16 Mar; 
max 41 BLNC 8-9 Apr; last 3 BLNC 12 May; 
low numbers. 

N. Bobwhite: TR 23 Mar, presumed released, 
only report. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: 2 Pulaski 9 Mar - 1 
Apr; 2 Durhamville 13 Mar; many singles; most 
reports from west. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 4 SFNS 20 Mar - 2 Apr, 

4 SH 7 - 14 May; 3 HV 22 Apr; widespread 
reports. 

Wild Turkey: 35 Dolge 10 Mar; 36 SH 25 
Mar; max 40 Utica 28 Mar; many reports but 
low counts, intro. 

Red-throated Loon: max 2 SBP 5 Mar; last 
West Eaton 16 May; 4 other reports of singles. 
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Com. Loon: 29 DH 11 Apr; 58 OnonL 12 Apr; 
max 60 PPt 25 Apr. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 9 TR 26 Mar - 11 Apr; 
6 HI 10 May. 

Horned Grebe: 5 SBP 5 Mar; 4 DH 4 Apr; 
max 20 OnonL 12 Apr; 9 WP 12 Apr; last DH 
25 May. 

Red-necked Grebe: 10 OnonL 12 Apr; max 27 
PPt 20 Apr; last DH 23 Apr. 

Double-crested Cormorant: 190 PPt 20 Apr; 
max 320 Fulton 16 May. 

Am. Bittern: arr TR 15 Apr; max 2 West 
Monroe 20 Apr, 2 Phoenix 26 Apr - 22 May, 2 
SP 20 May. 

Least Bittern: DH 17-22 May; CM 21 May; 
only reports. 

Great Blue Heron: 27 Albion 30 Mar; 30 
Phoenix 17 Apr; max 48 SNC 12 May; 21 HI 
23 May; all rookery sites. 

Great Egret: arr DH 7 Apr; 2 SNC 16 Apr; 2 
DH 22 Apr; max 4 Mohawk, HERK 27 Apr; 
several more reports of singles. 

SNOWY EGRET (R5): Jamesville 19 May 
(MN, ph) & 21 May (DA, MV, ph), 18 th spring 
reg rec. 

Green Heron: arr CM 16 Apr; 4 TR 20 May; 
max 7 DH 26 May. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr DH 22 Apr; 
Volney 30 Apr; TR 2-5 May; SP 11 May; 
Oswego 11 May; only reports. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

BLACK VULTURE (R5): 2 Little Falls 13 
Mar (DB); DH 27 Mar (DW); DH 1 Apr (DW, 
JT). 

Turkey Vulture: max 2233 DH 27 Mar; 1812 
DH 7 Apr. 

Osprey: arr OLC 19 Mar; 9 DH 7 Apr; max 41 
DH 3 May. 

N. Harrier: 18 DH 9 Mar; 18 DH 1 Apr; max 
95 DH 7 Apr. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: 88 DH 27 Mar; 78 DH 
18 Apr; max 245 DH 6 May. 

Cooper's Hawk: max 21 DH 27 Mar; 11 DH 7 
Apr. 

N. Goshawk: 2 SH 2 - 27 Apr, presumed pair; 
2 DH 27 Mar. 

Bald Eagle: 12 HI 20 Mar; max 53 DH 26 
May; 35 DH 27 May. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: arr 5 Mexico 5 Mar; 

38 DH 12 Mar; max 68 DH 17 Mar. 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr Brookfield 10 Apr; 
max 4244 DH 3 May; 1127 DH 27 May. 
SWAINSON’S HAWK: DH 26 May (DW, 
MT, ph, mob, NYSARC), approx 25 th site rec, 
intro. 
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Red-tailed Hawk: 150 DH 17 Mar; max 223 
DH 27 Mar; 113 DH 1 Apr. 

Rough-legged Hawk: max 18 DH 9 Mar; 4 TR 
24 Mar; 8 DH 27 Mar; last DH 18 Apr. 

Golden Eagle: max 3 DH 17, 27 Mar, 7 Apr; 
last DH 13 May. 

Virginia Rail: arr CM 22 Mar; max 6 TR 30 
Apr; 3 CM 19 May; 3 Tully 22 May; 3 Phoenix 

22 May; 3 Mallory 25 May. 

Sora: 2 Phoenix 26 April - 22 May; max 3 DH 
27 Apr; Utica 12 May, brought in as prey by a 
Peregrine, intro; 2 OnonL 27 May; singles at 4 
other Iocs. 

Com. Gallinule: arr HI 23 Apr; 3 TR 7-18 
May; max 6 Verona 21 May. 

Am. Coot: arr & max 43 Skan 11 Mar; 3 FH 11 
Mar; 4 Phoenix 12 Apr; 4 TR 15-16 Apr; very 
low numbers and few reports. 

Sandhill Crane: arr Loop Rd MNWR 11 Mar; 
max 5 DH 21 Apr; UM 24 Mar, farthest east 
report; 3 Warners 30 Apr; 3 SP 1 May; 3 Port 
Byron 14 May. 

Black-bellied Plover: arr SP 3 May; 10 HI 11 
May; 4 TR 19 May; max 21 SP 25 May; last 
TR 27 May. 

PIPING PLOVER: Oneida Shores Park 7 May 
(DA, ph), orange band on left leg, 1 st county 
rec; SP late May (WF). 

Killdeer: 16 DH 9 Mar; max 18 Phoenix 16 
Mar; 14 Van Buren 5 Apr; 10 Oneida Shores 
Park 24 May. 

Spotted Sandpiper: arr OnonL 13 Apr; 8 DH 7 
May; max 20 SP 11 May; 10 SBP 13 May; 8 
TR 18 May; 8 FH 20 May. 

Solitary Sandpiper: arr Mindenville, HERK 6 
Apr; 7 SHTF 6 May; 7 West Monroe 8 May; 14 
TR 12 May; max 25 HI 14 May; last TR 25 
May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr 6 Cedarville 4 Apr; 10 
Bridgeport 17 Apr; max 12 Phoenix 2 May; last 
6 TR 25 May. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr Canastota 26 Mar; max 

23 Phoenix 2 May; 9 DB 7 May; 4 Hinckley 
Reservoir 4 May; last TR 28 May. 

Upland Sandpiper: arr Fulton 17 Apr; max 2 
Deerfield 21 May; singles in 2 other Iocs in 
HERK. 

Whimbrel: arr & max 13 Const 24 May (KM), 
only report. 

Ruddy Turnstone: arr and max 2 Const 22 
May, Const 24 May; only reports. 

RUFF: male DB 2 May (JC, ph, NYSARC), 8 th 
reg rec, 5 th for spring. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Lysander 7-10 May (KM, ph), 
scarce in spring. 

Dunlin: arr 100 FH 17 May (KM); max 130 
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Const 25 May (GD); 9 SP 25 May; last 2 Const 
27 May. 

Least Sandpiper: arr Phoenix 1 May; 54 
Jamesville 12 May; max 126 HI 14 May; 27 TR 
19 May; 20 Richfield 20 May; last DeWitt 30 
May. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr & max 17 Verona 4 
Apr (MV), early; 2 Jamesville 21 May; last 
Volney 25 May; singles at 4 other Iocs. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr Jamesville 13 
May; 3 Richfield 20 May; max 8 HI 23 May; 4 
SP 25 May; last SP 26 May. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Const 25 May, only 
report. 

Wilson's Snipe: arr TR 7 Mar; 30 DB 26 Mar; 
27 Verona 4 Apr; max 45 Pville 6 Apr. 

Am. Woodcock: arr TR 7 Mar; 10 
Williamstown 24 Mar; max 12 TR 24 Mar; 5 
SFNS 14 Apr; common prey species for Utica 
Peregrine Falcons. 

Bonaparte's Gull: arr 11 OneiL 27 Mar (ABu); 
26 OswH 29 Mar; 24 SVB 21 Apr; max 36 PPt 
23 May. 

Ring-billed Gull: 403 DH 7 Mar; max 800 DB 
13 Mar. 

Herring Gull: 150 Bville 6 Mar; 160 DH 7 
Mar; max 300 DB 4 Apr. 

Iceland Gull: max 2 MCL 1 Mar & Bameveld 
7 Mar; Bville 1 Mar; last DB 4 Apr, only 
reports. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: OswH 11 Mar; 
Otisco Lake 13 Mar; DH 27 Mar; max 4 DB 2 
Apr (TS); Tully 13 Apr; last 2 FH 2 May. 
Glaucous Gull: MCL 1 Mar; lastDB 31 Mar; 
only reports. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 18 OnonL 1 
Mar; 4 OswH 5 Mar; 4 FH 30 May. 

Caspian Tern: arr WP 9 Apr; 70 OnonL 30 
Apr; 62 FH 3 May; max 386 OswH 4 May, 
large count; 256 SP 11 May; last 10 FH 30 
May. 

Black Tern: FH 2 May, only report. 

Com. Tern: arr 2 DH 21 Apr; 9 FH 14 - 19 
May; 50 PPt 15 May; max 100 Const 25 May; 
low numbers. 

Forster’s Tern: OneiL 3 May (AVN, WF). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Rock Pigeon: 40 Syr 1 Mar; max 232 Cicero 7 
Mar; 40 Phoenix 8 Apr; 60 Bville 23 Apr. 
Mourning Dove: 34 Const 3 Mar; max 61 
Dolge 6 Mar. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: HI 12 May; 2 HI 19 - 
23 May; 2 WH 28 May; max 4 GB 29 May. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: arr GB 12 May; max 3 
GLSP 14 May; 2 Lysander 19 May; 2 
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Williamstown 26 - 27 May; 2 GB 29 May; 2 
Bville 30 May. 

E. Screech-Owl: Westvale 20 Mar; Marcellus 
15-16 Apr; SP 19 Apr, 11 May; TR 2 May; 
SNC 7 May; Williamstown 12 May; only 
reports. 

Great Horned Owl: 2 Manlius 8-18 Mar; 2 
Pennellville 17-23 Mar; max 3 SNC 16 Apr - 

12 May, 2 young and ad at nest in heron 
rookery; 3 Phoenix 3 May; virtually all reports 
west of OneiL. 

Barred Owl: max 5 HV 4 Mar; 2 SNC 21 May; 
widespread reports. 

Long-eared Owl: arr BLNC 5 Mar; max 3 
BLNC 6 Mar (GD); last BLNS 16 Mar, only 
loc. 

Short-eared Owl: DH 29 Apr (DW), day- 
migrating; only report. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: Skan 6 Mar; Williamstown 
20 Apr; only reports. 

Com. Nighthawk: 8 TR 23 May; max 462 DH 
26 May (WF, DW), great number, intro ; most 
sightings from DH and vicinity. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr & max 2 Camden 7 - 
31 May, 2 Const 11-21 May; only Iocs. 
Chimney Swift: arr Schuyler 19 Apr; 36 
OnonL 29 Apr; max 200 Little Falls 15 May; 

20 Manlius 20 May; low numbers mostly. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr SH, Bville, 
SBP 5 May; max 5 DH 14 May. 

Belted Kingfisher: 5 DH 11 Apr; 5 SBP 17 
Apr; max 6 SNC 21 Apr. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 2 Scriba 28 Mar; 
max 3 FH 14 May; Frankfort 16-21 May; 
Cleveland 20 May; SNC 22 May; all but 2 
reports from Lake Ontario Shoreline. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: max 8 GLSP 20 
Mar - 17 Apr, 8 SFNS 16 Apr, 8 SNC 21-27 
Mar. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: first DH 4 Mar; 7 
SBP 12 Apr; max 12 SFNS 16 Apr; 10 SH 16 
Apr. 

Downy Woodpecker: 8 BLNS 17 Apr; max 10 
SFNS 5-9 May. 

Hairy Woodpecker: 5 GLSP 17 Apr; max 6 
SFNS 2 Apr. 

N. Flicker: 40 DH 15 Apr; max 200 DH 16 
Apr; 155 DH21 Apr; 38 SBP 17 Apr. 

Pileated Woodpecker: max 4 Belgium 3 Mar; 

3 HI 20 Mar; 3 GLSP 9 Apr; 3 Williamstown 

13 Apr; 3 Oswego 12 May. 

Am. Kestrel: 11 DH 31 Mar; 10 DH 24 Mar; 
max 24 DH 7 Apr. 

Merlin: max 4 DH 7 Apr; 2 Bville 10 Apr - 21 
May, pair at presumed nest site; 2 Lake 
Rondax, ADK 22 May. 
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Peregrine Falcon: Herkimer 3 Mar; Pville 7 
Mar; HI 30 Mar; 3 DH 9 Mar; Phoenix 12 Mar; 
2 BLNC 16 Apr; 4 Utica 21 May, breeding pair 
and 2 nestlings; Downtown Syr nest also has 2 
nestlings. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr DH 26 May (KM), 
only report. 

E. Wood-Pewee: arr Manlius & Canastota 11 
May; 6 SBP 28 May; 6 WH 28 May; max 9 GB 
29 May; 6 TR 31 May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr Eagle Bay, 
ADK 14 & 28 May; Rome 18 May; only 
reports. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr Oswego 22 May; SBP 
27 May; Spafford 28 May; only reports. 

Alder Flycatcher: arr Verona 10 May; 4 SFNS 
26 May; max 5 TR 28-31 May. 

Willow Flycatcher: arr 2 TR 13 May; max 9 
CM 21 May; 6 Tully 22 May; 5 DeWitt 30 
May. 

Least Flycatcher: arr 3 Williamstown 29 Apr; 

8 Brew 24 May; max 9 Cicero 25 May; 7 
OnonL 28 May. 

E. Phoebe: arr Dolge 12 Mar; 7 DH 27 Mar; 8 
NS 12 Apr; max 9 HI 15 Apr. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr BLNC 27 Apr; 

5 Scriba 12 May; 10 TR 14 May; 9 CM 21 
May; max 17 HI 23 May; 5 GB 28 - 29 May. 

E. Kingbird: 3 TR 27 Apr; max 8 DH 12 May; 

6 Lysander 19 May; 6 Tully 22 May. 

N. Shrike: TR 6-24 Mar (last); Durhamville 
13 Mar; Cazenovia 17 Mar; New Haven 17 
Mar; Ly sander 19 Mar; only reports. 
WHITE-EYED VIREO (R5): Tully 23 May 
(GH), 18 th spring reg rec. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: arr TR 30 Apr; 4 
Canastota 11 May; 3 TR 14-23 May; 3 
Williamstown 15 May; 3 CM 19 May; max 8 
HI 23 May. 

Blue-headed Vireo: arr SFNS 17 Apr; 4 FH 2 
May; 4 SFNS 5 May; max 8 Lake Rondaxe 
ADK 22 May; 4 New Woodstock 25 May. 
Warbling Vireo: arr Waterville 25 Apr; 10 
Jamesville 22 May; max 20 HI 23 May; 7 
OnonL 28 May. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr e. Syr 10 May; 

Phoenix 17 May; GLSP 20 May; SH 26 - 29 
May; Const 27 May; only reports. 

Red-eyed Vireo: arr New Haven 5 May; max 
15 Canastota 23 May; 14 GLSP 27 May; 13 GB 
29 May. 

Blue Jay: 1270 DH 11 May; 300 SBP 14 May; 
max 2500 DH 26 May. 

Am. Crow: 8000 DH 8 Mar; 450 TR 9 Mar. 


224 


Fish Crow: max 7 OnonL 27 Mar, 7 SBP 21 
Apr, 7 Phoenix 4 May; most reports from same 
Iocs. 

Com. Raven: max 4 Boyleston 5 Mar, 4 GLSP 
12 Mar, 4 HI 23 May, 4 Marcellus 25 May. 
Horned Lark: 4 DH 15 Mar; 4 Mexico 4 Apr; 
12 Cazenovia 5 Apr; max 15 Waterville 7 Apr; 
low numbers. 

Purple Martin: arr 2 Const 17 Apr; max 50 
Loop Rd MNWR 13 May; 18 Cicero 24 May; 
25 Const 25 May. 

Tree Swallow: arr DH 9 Mar; max 310 
Phoenix 4 Apr; 250 Brew 7 Apr; 250 SP 1 May. 
N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr Phoenix 5 Apr; 
15 Phoenix 2 May; max 24 DeWitt 4 May; 10 
HI 14 May. 

Bank Swallow: arr Phoenix 19 Apr; max 20 
Phoenix 25 Apr, 20 FH 14 May; 12 SNC 14 
May. 

Cliff Swallow: arr Phoenix 17 Apr; max 14 
Verona 27 Apr; 12 Mallory 4 May; 12 Phoenix 
19 May. 

Barn Swallow: arr Phoenix 2 Apr; max 200 
Loop Rd, MNWR 13 May; 75 SBP 15 May. 
Black-capped Chickadee: 40 SFNS 2 Apr; 
max 52 Hamilton 30 May. 

Tufted Titmouse: max 10 SFNS 2 Apr; 7 
Hannibal 21 May. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: 6 SSSP 5 Mar; max 
10 Eagle Bay, ADK 12, 18 Mar; scarce on Ont 
lakeshore. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: 13 TR23 Mar; 
max 16 SFNS 16 Apr. 

Brown Creeper: 6 Williamstown 11 Mar; max 
10 SBP 10 Apr. 

Carolina Wren: widespread reports of pairs 
and singles mostly from expected areas. 

House Wren: arr Pompey 16 Apr; 7 DB 3 
May; 7 New Hartford 17 May; max 8 SFNS 26. 
Winter Wren: arr DH 24 Mar; max 4 SFNS 2 
Apr, 4 TR 19 Apr. 

Marsh Wren: arr Phoenix 26 Apr; 3 Tully 22 
May; 3 DH 20 - 22 May; max 11 CM 21 May; 
8TR31 May. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr TR 2 Apr, very 
early; max 6 HI 30 Apr, 6 Ly sander 19 May, 6 
TR 22 May. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 21 SVB 26 Mar; 24 
NS 2 Apr; max 25 SBP 10 Apr; 24 
Williamstown 14 Apr. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr Mindenville 6 
Apr; max SP 19 Apr, 25 Williamstown 26 Apr, 
25 SBP 8 May. 

E. Bluebird: max 12 TR 12 - 13 Mar, 12 
Manlius 24 May. 

Veery: arr FH, Dolge 2 May; 10 Oswego 12 
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May; max 20 HV 28 May. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr Oswego 12 May; 
FH 17 May; SFNS 21 May; only reports. 
Swainson's Thrush: arr SFNS, SBP 8 May; 
max 5 Oswego 12 May; 3 Beaver River, ADK 
28-29 May; reports from about a dozen Iocs. 
Hermit Thrush: arr SFNS 28 Mar; 12 SBP 17 
Apr; 8 Rice Creek Field Station 23 Apr; max 15 
Williamstown 26 Apr. 

Wood Thrush: arr Syr 27 Apr; 10 TR 14 May; 
15 Oswego 12 May; max 16 CM 21 May; 10 
GLSP 21 May; 12 HV 28 May. 

Am. Robin: max 1551 DH 15 Mar; 1482 DH 
27 Mar; 250 SBP 16 Apr. 

Gray Catbird: arr Williamstown 26 Apr; 18 
Hancock Airpark 10 May; 20 GB 11 May; 20 
DH 12 May; 18 SBP 13 May. 

N. Mockingbird: max 4 Syr 19 Apr; most 
reports in greater Syr area. 

Brown Thrasher: arr GLSP 2 Apr; 4 SP 22 
Apr, 7 May; max 5 GLSP 24 - 30 Apr; 4 
Westvale 5 May; 4 GLSP 7 May. 

European Starling: max 1844 DH 15 Mar; 

525 Deerfield 30 Mar. 

Am. Pipit: arr DB 7 Mar; 15 Deerfield 30 Mar; 
last & max 50 DB 13 May. 

Bohemian Waxwing: SSSB 6 Mar; max 24 
Mexico 3 Mar; about 5 other reports from 
Mexico area. 

Cedar Waxwing: 75 Mexico 3 Mar; 75 Central 
Square 21 Mar; 100 DH 26 May. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Snow Bunting: max 250 Mexico 3 Mar; 5 
Waterville 6 Mar; last DH 9 Mar. 

Ovenbird: arr OneiL 26 Apr; 18 SH 9 May; 21 
TR 10 May; max 23 GB 29 May. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: arr Pompey, 
Marcellus 15 Apr; max 2 Orwell 30 May; 
reports from 12 other Iocs. 

N. Waterthrush: arr 2 TR 21 Apr; max 10 TR 
30 Apr; 4 HV 4 May; 5 WP 7 May; 4 Central 
Square 8 May; 4 Cicero 26 May. 
Golden-winged Warbler: arr DH 7 May; SBP 
8 May; Verona 9 May; Scriba 12 May; Oswego 
20 May; GB 28 - 29 May; only Iocs. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr Williamstown 29 
Apr; 5 Williamstown 10 May; 5 TR 14 May; 
max 7 GB 28 May. 

“Brewster's” Warbler: DH 19 May, only 
report. 

“Lawrence's” Warbler: GB 11-28 May 
(BM, mob, ph), only report. 

Black-and-white Warbler: 4 GLSP 7 May; 4 
SBP 8 May; 4 Williamstown 9 May; 4 TR 9 
May; max 5 Oswego 12 May; 4 SFNS 13 May. 
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Prothonotary Warbler: 3 HI 23 May (LCB, 
SBd), only report, intro. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr SH 5 May; 5 WH 18 
May; max 17 GB 19 May; 5 DH 20 May; 5 
SFNS 20 May; 15 SBP 21 May; last SBP 28 
May; good numbers. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: arr DH 12 May; 
SBP 14-17 May; Waterville 18 May; only 
reports. 

Nashville Warbler: arr DH 21 Apr; 7 TR 10 
May. 

Mourning Warbler: arr HI 9 May; max 7 SH 

21 May; 5 WH 21-28 May. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr TR 28 Apr; 15 TR 10 
May; 15 Oswego 12 May; max 34 CM 21 May; 
14 SBP 21 May; 28 HI 23 May. 

Hooded Warbler: arr WH 5 May; max 6 
Williamstown 27 May; 4 WH 28 May; 4 GB 29 
May. 

Am. Redstart: arr BLNC 29 Apr; 15 HI 19 
May; max 23 SBP 21 May; 15 CM 21 May; 19 
SBP 28 May. 

Cape May Warbler: arr GLSP 7 May; max 7 
SBP 8 May; 4 Waterville 10 May; last DH 27 
May; good numbers. 

Cerulean Warbler: arr DB, Oswego 7 May; 
max 16 HI 23 May (LCB, SBd); singles TR, 

GB, Cicero and PPt. 

N. Parula: arr TR 30 Apr; 5 SBP 8 May; max 8 
Oswego 12 May; 5 Lake Rondaxe, ADK 22 
May. 

Magnolia Warbler: arr WP 3 May; 5 Scriba 12 
May; 5 SBP 19 May; max 8 Lake Rondaxe, 
ADK 22 May. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr TR 8 May; max 4 
SBP 13 May, 4 FH 14 May, 4 Oswego 15 May; 
last Williamstown 27 May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: arr FH 2 May; 7 SH 

14 May; 10 Scriba 12 May; 8 Lake Rondaxe, 
ADK 22 May. 

Yellow Warbler: arr DH 27 Apr; 30 DH 12 
May; 25 SBP 21 May; 24 OnonL 27 May. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr SNC, Verona 4 
May; 6 SNC 12 May; max 11 SH 21 May; 6 
SFNS 23 May. 

Blackpoll Warbler: arr 2 Rome 10 May; max 

15 DH 27 May; 8 FH 27 May. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr 
Williamstown 26 Apr; 11 TR 9 May; 6 SH 9 
May; 8 Williamstown 12 May; 6 Forestport 21 
May. 

Palm Warbler: arr SFNS 15 Apr; max 50 SBP 
8 May (WF); 30 DH 14 May; good numbers. 
Pine Warbler: arr TR, NS 2 Apr; 6 DH 21 
Apr; max 7 HV 22 Apr; 6 Lake Rondaxe, ADK 

22 May; 6 New Woodstock 25 May. 
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Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr HI 26 Mar; 50 
SP 21 Apr; 50 DH 27 Apr; max 150 SBP 8 
May; 50 SNC 11 May. 

Prairie Warbler: arr 2 DH 12 May; HV 13, 23 
May; Cold Brook 24 May; only reports. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr BLNC 26 
Apr; 7 TR 9 May; 7 SFNS 12-13 May; max 

15 Forestport 21 May; 8 Lake Rondaxe, ADK 
22 May. 

Canada Warbler: arr Scriba 7 May; 2 Cold 
Brook 18 May; 2 Sangerfield 25 May; max 5 
Redfield 28 May. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr DH, Williamstown 12 
May; max 2 Phoenix 17 May; 2 DH 26 May; 
last Salisbury 27 May; relatively few reports. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: arr SBP 25 Mar; max 12 GLSP 30 
Apr; 9 SH 7 May; 9 TR 18 May. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: max 31 Dolge 1 - 7 Mar; 
30 SFNS 5 Mar; 23 Const 11 Mar; last Dolge 7 
May. 

Chipping Sparrow: arr DH 31 Mar; max 23 
Syr 28 Apr; 16 SBP 1 May. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: arr SBP 14 May; 

SFNS 21 May; DH 21 May; only reports. 

Field Sparrow: arr Elbridge 31 Mar; 8 SFNS 

16 Apr; max 14 GLSP 7 May; 11 TR 18 May. 
Vesper Sparrow: arr DB, Van Buren, DH 4 
Apr; max 5 Bville 5 Apr, 5 DH 6 Apr, 5 FH 6 
Apr, 5 OswH 11 Apr; better than average 
numbers. 

Savannah Sparrow: arr Phoenix 23 Mar; 5 
Mexico 5 Apr; 5 SP 1 May; 5 SBP 4 May; max 
6 Tully 6 May; 5 Deerfield 11 May. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: arr Salisbury 24 Apr; 
max 2 Richland 13 May, 2 Rome 21-24 May, 

2 New Woodstock 30 May; singles at 6 other 
Iocs. 

Fox Sparrow: 11 TR 30 Mar; max 16 Minoa 3 
Apr, 16 SH 6 Apr; 10 SFNS 4 Apr; 12 TR 6 
Apr; last TR, SP 29 Apr. 

Song Sparrow: max 77 TR 23 Mar; 75 DH 24 
Mar; 45 SBP 25 Mar. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: arr Camden 29 Apr; max 3 
Oswego 12 May; 2 DH 13 May; 2 SBP 13 - 17 
May. 

Swamp Sparrow: arr WP 13 Mar; max 21 
Manlius 16 Apr; 15 SP 29 - 30 Apr; 18 Phoenix 
21 May. 

White-throated Sparrow: 30 SNC 21 Apr; 30 
DH 27 Apr; max 200 Deer Crk 1 May. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr DH 15 Apr; max 
20 TR 9 May; 12 Fayetteville 13 May. 
Dark-eyed Junco: 135 Eagle Bay, ADK 4 Apr; 
74 Dolge 4 Apr; max 200 SBP 16 Apr. 
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SUMMER TANAGER: 1 st summer male, 
Marcellus 6-7 May (DJM, ph, NYSARC), 8 th 
reg rec, 6 th for spring. 

Scarlet Tanager: arr BLNS 28 Apr; 8 DH 12 
May; 6 SFNS 16 May; 6 GLSP 20 May; 6 
Williamstown 25 May; 6 GB 29 May; max 9 
SH 29 May. 

N. Cardinal: max 20 UM 22 Mar; 15 SFNS 2 
Apr - 5 May. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr 2 Westmoreland 
26 Apr; 9 DH 8 May, 9 SH 9 May; 8 DH 12 
May; 8 TR 14 May; 8 SFNS 19 May; max 12 
CM 21 May. 

Indigo Bunting: arr Hamilton, Scriba 8 May; 
max 6 GLSP 15 May, 6 Baltimore Woods 20 
May, 6 Clay 21 May, 6 Williamstown 25 May. 
DICKCISSEL: m Marcellus 15 May (DH, ph), 
6 th spring rec of 30 for reg. 

Bobolink: arr TR 24 Apr; max 26 TR 20 May; 

11 DH 20 May; 12 Cicero 21 May. 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 12467 DH 7 Mar; 
3425 TR 7 Mar; 7199 DH 15 Mar. 

E. Meadowlark: arr 12 DH 12 Mar; max 15 
DH 27 Mar; 5 Volney 2 Apr; 4 DeWitt 16 May. 
Rusty Blackbird: arr Williamstown 8 Mar; 
max 210 TR 2 Apr; 75 SP 29 Apr; 125 Phoenix 
2 May. 

Com. Grackle: 2526 TR 7 Mar; 3100 
Pennellville 14 Mar; 6508 Phoenix 16 Mar; 
max 10350 DH 28 Mar; 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 75 Clinton 2 Mar; 
max 500 DH 15 Apr. 

Orchard Oriole: arr 2 GLSP 6 May; 2 DB 8 
May; max 4 GLSP 14 May; 2 TR 22 May; 2 
SBP 27 May; singles at 8 other Iocs. 

Baltimore Oriole: arr OLC 30 Apr; 12 TR 10 
May; max 40 DH 12 May; 15 HI 19 May. 
blackbird species: max 5000 Pennellville 8 
Mar. 

Purple Finch: 12 Dolge 3 Apr; 15 Eagle Bay, 
ADK 4 Apr; max 20 DH 15 Apr. 

House Finch: max 21 Marcellus 1 Mar; 14 
Waterville 2 Mar; 15 Syr 18 May. 

Red Crossbill: 6 Atwell, ADK 4 Mar; OF 8 
Mar; only reports. 

Com. Redpoll: max 4 SSSP 1 - 4 Mar; last 
Pompey 4 Apr; scarce. 

Pine Siskin: max 120 SSSP 15 Mar; 15 SH 28 
Mar (LS), fledglings at feeding station; 102 
Dolge 7 Apr; 55 DH 21 Apr; widespread reps. 
Am. Goldfinch: 85 Eagle Bay, ADK 2 Mar; 
max 148 Dolge 10 Mar. 

Evening Grosbeak: Fairfield 30 May, only 
report. 

House Sparrow: 20 Belgium 6 Mar; max 40 
SFNS 12 Mar. 
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REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 

98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@yahoo.com 

March was much warmer than normal, thanks to warm spells 1-17 and 27-31 
March, during which high temperatures were 10-20° F above normal most days 
and as high as 30° warmer than usual on 9 March. April was much more 
seasonable, with mean temperatures close to normal most days, but May was 
again unusually warm, with high temperatures exceeding 80° on five days. The 
2.7" of precipitation that fell in March was slightly above normal, but both April 
and May saw less than 50% of normal rainfall. Below normal precipitation, 
combined with the low to absent snow-pack leading into the spring, resulted in 
very dry conditions, with few vernal pools and many normally permanent ponds 
low or entirely dry by mid-May. 

Abundant open water in March provided plentiful resting and feeding areas 
for migrating waterfowl, unlike the previous two years when virtually every 
body of water was frozen over until well into April. As a result ducks were well 
reported this spring. Continuing the trend for progressively earlier spring 
passage, the Snow Goose migration was virtually over by 19 March. The season 
started with great excitement as a duck on the St. Lawrence River at Fisher’s 
Landing was initially identified as a Smew by almost all who saw it, but was 
eventually deemed a hybrid, with several suggested combinations of parental 
species. The leading hypothesis is that this duck was a Bufflehead X Hooded 
Merganser cross, although that is certainly not a unanimous opinion, with many 
observers thinking that Smew must have been involved somehow. 

Sandhill Cranes returned to known or suspected nesting sites at Lakeview 
and Upper and Lower Lakes WMAs during April, and a flurry of apparent 
migrants passed through Jefferson and St. Lawrence Counties during the last 
few days of May. The number of crane reports in Region 6 has increased 
steadily for at least a decade, but the rate of increase seems to have jumped 
substantially over the past two or three years, and this species now seems to be a 
regular component of the Regional avifauna. 

Somewhat paradoxically, most of the season’s rarities were shorebirds 
despite a rather dismal shorebird migration. Two banded adult Piping Plovers 
returned to Lakeview WMA, where a pair successfully raised young last 
summer, although most people who made the significant effort required to get to 
the nesting beach in May did not see them. Greg Lawrence checked Wilson Hill 
WMA daily for shorebirds for most of May and was able to rack up a decent list 
of species given the poor shorebird flight. Highlights were a Willet and 
Marbled Godwit together on a mud bar on 22 May. Shorebird numbers at 
Wilson Hill were lower than last spring, and everywhere such typically common 
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species as Solitary Sandpiper and Greater Yellowlegs were unusually tough to 
find. 

The Varied Thrush that visited a Canton feeder for much of the winter 
was last seen about a week into March and was the rarest songbird of the season. 
The only other passerine rarity was a Dickcissel Richard MacDonald found in 
Russell on 20 March. While rare, Dickcissel probably occurs in Region 6 more 
frequently than most birders realize, but most known occurrences have been 
during the summer, and to my knowledge a March record is unprecedented. Ben 
Dixon found the only Orange-crowned Warbler of the season at Jacques Cartier 
State Park on 11 May. Over the past decade spring Orange-crowned Warblers 
have been reported about two out of every three years in Region 6. 

Although a good diversity of finches was present for the season, most were 
scarce. Red Crossbills nested in the Adirondacks, but few observers spent any 
time looking for them in St. Lawrence County, and the few reports I received 
lacked details on number or location. A White-winged Crossbill at Coles Creek 
State Park in late March was the only report for the season. Pine Siskins were 
ubiquitous, but mostly in low numbers, based on the reports I received, although 
I heard rumors that some feeders were being swarmed by siskins to the point 
where people were having trouble keeping seed in them. Common Redpolls 
were rather scarce all winter, but there was a fairly sizeable movement through 
St. Lawrence County during the first half of April. 

As has been the case most recent springs, migration was earlier than 
historic averages. The mean arrival date for a subset of 93 species for which 
arrival dates are tracked annually was five days earlier in 2016 than their long¬ 
term averages. Of these species, 52 were first detected more than one day earlier 
than their long-term average arrival dates, and just 14 were first seen more than 
one day later than normal. Generally speaking, short and medium distance 
migrants arrived early and Neotropical migrants arrived at roughly normal dates 
or were late; although not all species fit this generalization. Species that tied or 
set new record early arrival dates included Osprey, Spotted Sandpiper, Eastern 
Phoebe, Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Veery, Northern Waterthrush, Vesper 
Sparrow, and Savannah Sparrow. 

In addition to being early, migration was also mostly slow, with few large 
waves of migrants. Much like the previous spring, it seemed like songbirds 
appeared on territory without much visible sign of active migration. Most of my 
conversations with other birders focused on how slow the birding was, 
something that changed little for most of the season until suddenly, it seemed, 
all of the breeding species were back. 

For the season I received reports of 237 species, besting by one the tally 
from 2013, which had been the record since I began compiling the Region 6 
report full-time in 2005. Continued improvement in coverage, primarily fueled 
by eBird, is likely the primary reason for the high species tally. The highlights of 
the season were the Willet and Marbled Godwit at Wilson Hill, seen by several 
local birders thanks to Greg Lawrence getting the word out quickly. The general 
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sluggishness of migration was probably the biggest disappointment of the 
season. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Jim & Marsha Akins, Marilyn Badger, Jeff Bolsinger, Richard & Marion 
Brouse, Matthew Brown, Carol Cady, Joan Collins, Bruce Coyne, Mary Curtis, 
Allison Deshane, Doug & Anne Emlin, Wayne Fidler, Lee Harper, Day Hills, 
Steve Kelling, Tom Langen, Joshua LaCelle, Greg Lawrence, Michael Lee, 
Nick Leone, Nancy Loomis, Richard MacDonald, Irene Mazzocchi, Kevin 
McGann, Jay McGowan, Brian Miller, Daniel Miller, Ellen Miller, Anne 
Moomey, Elizabeth Morgan, Cody Nichols, Deanna Piiparinen, Lauri 
Piiparinen, Bill Purcell, Linnea Rowse, Livia Santana, Thomas Schmidt, Robert 
Scranton, Antony Shrimpton, Gerry Smith, Thomas Smith, Elizabeth 
Truskowski, Mary Beth Warburton, Tom & Eileen Wheeler. Hollis White. 

ABBREVIATIONS 


AFWMA - Ashland Flats WMA; BI - Barnhart I, T Massena, STLA; BPWMA 
- Black Pd WMA, T Ellisburg; BRV - Black River Valley; CCSP - Coles 
Creek SP; CV - T Cape Vincent, JEFF; FD - Fort Drum Military Reservation, 
JEFF & LEWI; FL - Fisher’s Landing, T Orleans; ICNC - Indian Creek Nature 
Center, T Canton, STLA; JCSP - Jacques Cartier SP; KC - Kelsey Creek, T 
Watertown; KPSP - Kring Pt SP; LWMA - Lakeview WMA; MM - 
Massawepie Mire, T Colton & Piercefield, STLA; MP - Montario Pt, T 
Ellisburg; PRGC - Partridge Run Golf Course, T Canton, STLA; PRWMA - 
Perch River WMA, JEFF; PtPen - Pt Peninsula, T Lyme, JEFF; SLR - St. 
Lawrence Ri; StPt - Stony Pt, T Henderson, JEFF; ULLWMA - Upper & 
Lower Lakes WMA; WHWMA - Wilson Hill WMA; WI - Wellesley I. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: heavy movement 6-19 Mar; 
lingering flocks to 27 Mar; scattered singles to 
27 May. 

Ross’s Goose: with Snow Geese over 
ULLWMA 23 Mar (JB, ph!). 

Brant: Massena 22 May; 

Mute Swan: max 80 WI 5 Mar (JM, LS). 
Trumpeter Swan: max 9 ULLWMA 4 Apr; 
other reports from PRWMA, PtPen, BPWM & 
T Dekalb. 

Tundra Swan: max 11 ULLWMA 26 Mar, 
high for STLA (BP). 

Wood Duck: widespread arr 12 Mar; female 
apparently paired with Mandarin Duck T Lyme 
25 Mar (NL). 

Gadwall: max 37 PRWMA 1 Apr. 


Eurasian Wigeon: 2 WHWMA 11-13 Apr 
(TS, HW, ph!). 

Am. Wigeon: max 160 PRWMA 1 Apr. 

Am. Black Duck: max 150 ULLWMA 9 Apr. 
Blue-winged Teal: arr T Hounsfield 15 Mar; 
max 14 BRV 3 Apr. 

N. Shoveler: arr ULLWMA 13 Mar; max 27 
BRV 3 Apr. 

N. Pintail: arr CV 8 Mar; max 46 BRV 22 Mar. 
Green-winged Teal: widespread arr 12 Mar; 
max 72 BRV 22 Mar. 

Canvasback: 2 T Ellisburg 12 Mar; max 3 
LWMA 12 Mar; 6 T Dekalb 20 Mar; only 
reports. 

Redhead: max 500 CV 11 Mar. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 635 ULLWMA 2 
Apr. 
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Greater Scaup: max 500 CV 11 Mar to 22 
Apr. 

Lesser Scaup: max 45 PRWMA 14 Apr. 

Surf Scoter: SLR T Waddington 23 Apr, only 
report. 

White-winged Scoter: max 39 MP 12 Mar. 
Long-tailed Duck: max 500 StPt 7 May. 
Bufflehead: max 140 JCSP 15 Apr; 96 PtPen 7 
May, high for so late (AS); last PRWMA 11 
May. 

Bufflehead X Hooded Merganser: hybrid 
duck thought to be this cross initially identified 
by many as Smew FL 3-7 Mar. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 600 WI 5 Mar; last 
JCSP 1 May. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: adult m FL 5-6 Mar 
(mob); 1 st winter m FL 6 Mar (NL). 

Hooded Merganser: max 56 Three Mile Bay T 
Lyme 13 Mar. 

Com. Merganser: 250 FL 5 Mar; max 252 BI 
12 Mar. 

Red-breasted Merganser: max 130 FL 5 Mar. 
Ruddy Duck: 3 T Lyme 27 Mar; 3 reports 1-3 
PRWMA 1-14 Apr; only reports. 

Red-throated Loon: StPt21 May (JB, GL, 
AS), only report. 

Com. Loon: Pt. Salubrious 27 Mar, only report 
before widespread arr early Apr. 

Pied-billed Grebe: arr T Watertown 8 Mar. 
Horned Grebe: CCSP 18 Mar; 2 T 
Waddington 10 Apr; max 4 T Waddington 23 
Apr; fewer than usual. 

Red-necked Grebe: JCSP 14 Apr; max 3 
CCSP 1 May; StPt21 May; only reports. 
Double-crested Cormorant: arr CV 1 Apr. 
Am. Bittern: arr ULLWMA 12 Apr. 

Least Bittern: arr WHWMA 14 May. 

Great Blue Heron: arr FD 17 Mar. 

Great Egret: arr ULLWMA 23 Apr. 

Green Heron: arr T Watertown 1 May. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr Murphy 
Islands 30 Apr. 

Turkey Vulture: arr BRV 2 Mar. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: arr PtPen & T Orleans 27 Mar, record 
early. 

N. Harrier: gradual increase started first week 
Mar; major arrival after 20 Mar. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: arr FD 9 Mar. 
Broad-winged Hawk: arr FD 19 Apr. 
Rough-legged Hawk: last T Watertown 30 
Apr; rare year with no May reports. 

Golden Eagle: T Hounsfield 2 Mar; T 
Constableville 5 Mar; T Colton 13 Mar; T 
Pinckney 22 Mar; FD 25 Apr. 
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Virginia Rail: arr T Rossie 21 Apr. 

Sora: arr PRWMA 22 Apr. 

Com. Gallinule: arr PRWMA 22 Apr 
Am. Coot: arr PRWMA 10 Apr; max 4 
PRWMA 22 Apr. 

Sandhill Crane: 2 arr LWMA nesting area 16 
Mar; 1-2/day ULLWMA 9 Apr thru, where 
nesting suspected but not confirmed; presumed 
migrants CV, French Creek WMA & Galop 
Island 27 May, PtPen 31 May; increasing. 
Black-bellied Plover: WHWMA 26 May, only 
report! 

Semipalmated Plover: arr PRWMA 12 May; 
max 42 WHWMA 17 May. 

PIPING PLOVER: 2 banded ad returned 
LWMA by 14 May (MB, IM). 

Killdeer: arr T Hounsfield 8 Mar. 

Spotted Sandpiper: arr PRGC 17 Apr, record 
early. 

Solitary Sandpiper: arr KC 1 May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: 6 arr CV 23 Apr; 
unusually scarce. 

WILLET (R6): WMWMA 22 May, with 
Marbled Godwit, ph! (GL, JB, TW, EW). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: arr CV 23 Apr; max 18 CV 
4 May. 

Upland Sandpiper: arr FD 19 Apr (JB); T 
Lyme 10 May, T Hounsfield 28 May (WF) & T 
Clayton 29 May (AS), only reports away from 
FD. 

MARBLED GODWIT: WHWMA 22-23 May 
initially with Willet, ph! (GL, JB, TW, EW, 
BD). 

Sanderling: WHWMA 30 May (GL), only 
report. 

Dunlin: arr CV 4 May; max 8 WHWMA 17 
May; 4 WHWMA 25 May; no other reports. 
Least Sandpiper: arr CWF 9 May; max 18 
WHWMA 17 May. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: WHWMA 25 
May, only report. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 7 WHWMA 
28 May; 3 other reports 14-25 May. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: 2 Whitehouse Point 
17 May; PRWMA 21 May; only reports. 
Wilson’s Snipe: arr PtPen & T Clayton 26 
Mar. 

Am. Woodcock: arr T Hounsfield 8 Mar. 
Bonaparte’s Gull: max 2000 PtPen 24-29 Apr 
(NL, JB). 

Little Gull: 3 in large Bonaparte’s Gull flock 
24 Apr (NL), not seen again despite continued 
presence of large gull flock. 

Caspian Tern: arr BRV 12 Apr. 

Black Tern: arr PRWMA 3 May. 

Com. Tern: arr ULLWMA 23 Apr. 
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PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr AFWMA, ICNC & 
PRWMA 22 May; 4 other reports more than 
usual. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: arr PRWMA & Red 
Lake 21 May. 

E. Screech-Owl: T Norwood 21 May, only 
report. 

Snowy Owl: 3 reports Mar; last T Brownville 

23 Mar. 

Short-eared Owl: 4 apparently representing pr 
& offspring from 2015 nest reportedly remained 
in same T Stockholm field over winter and 
departed mid-Apr. 

N Saw-whet Owl: T Ellisburg 17 Apr, only 
report. 

Com. Nighthawk: numerous FD by 21 May. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr T Clayton 28 Apr. 
Chimney Swift: arr FD 25 Apr. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr T 

Stockholm 4 May. 

Belted Kingfisher: T Canton 13 Mar, possibly 
overwintering bird; main arr 27 Mar. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: arr FD 5 May. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: arr KC 26 Mar. 
Black-backed Woodpecker: 2 reports MM. 

N. Flicker: few trickled in Mar; main arr mid- 
Apr. 

Am. Kestrel: arr last week Mar. 

Merlin: reports from 10 loc mostly known or 
suspected nesting sites. 

Peregrine Falcon: PtPen 22 Apr, only report 
away from BI nesting area. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr T Massena 26 
May. 

E. Wood-Pewee: arr ICNC 13 May. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr MM 20 May. 
Alder Flycatcher: arr LWMA & PRGC 14 
May. 

Willow Flycatcher: arr T Rutland 19 May. 
Least Flycatcher: arr FD 2 May. 

E. Phoebe: arr T Watertown 24 Mar, ties 
record early date. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr FD 3 May. 

E. Kingbird: arr T Orleans 29 Apr. 

N. Shrike: last T Clayton 27 Mar. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: arr T Dekalb 7 May. 
Blue-headed Vireo: arr T Canton & T Croghan 

24 Apr. 

Warbling Vireo: arr CV 30 Apr. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr Crooked Creek 
Preserve 8 May. 

Red-eyed Vireo: arr T Canton 11 May. 


Horned Lark: FD 3 & 5 May, only reports 
after 30 Mar. 

Purple Martin: arr PtPen 17 Apr. 

Tree Swallow: arr ULLWMA 13 Mar, record 
early. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr PRWMA & 
PtPen 22 Apr. 

Bank Swallow: arr LWMA 14 May. 

Cliff Swallow: arr ULLWMA 23 Apr. 

Barn Swallow: arr T Ellisburg 2 Apr, record 
early. 

Tufted Titmouse: 8 locations T Canton where 
increasing. 

House Wren: arr MP 23 Apr. 

Winter Wren: arr FD 1 Apr. 

Marsh Wren: arr PRWMA 22 Apr. 

Carolina Wren: singles T Canton, ULLWMA 
& T Ogdensburg. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr LWMA 23 Apr. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr KPSP 5 Apr. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr KPSP 15 Apr. 

E. Bluebird: arr T Ellisburg 12 Mar. 

Veery: arr Sand Flats SF 24 Apr, record early. 
Swainson’s Thrush: arr MM 20 May. 

Hermit Thrush: arr T West Leyden 9 Apr. 
Wood Thrush: arr FD 2 May. 

VARIED THRUSH: continued Canton feeder 
thru 1 st week Mar (JA & MA). 

Gray Catbird: arr T Watertown 30 Apr. 
Brown Thrasher: widespread arr 15 Apr. 

N. Mockingbird: arr T Leray 16 May. 

Am. Pipit: 2 FD 5 May; 21 T Orleans 21 May; 
only reports, very low. 

Bohemian Waxwing: max 110T Canton 8 
Mar; last PRGC 1 May (JB), late. 

Cedar Wax wing: max 135 T Clayton 18 May. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Snow Bunting: last T Clayton 20 Apr. 
Ovenbird: arr FD 2 May. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Morgan Gulf 14 & 
21 May, only reports. 

N. Waterthrush: arr FD 22 Apr, record early. 
Golden-winged Warbler: arr ICNC 7 May. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr FD 4 May. 
Black-and-white Warbler: arr KC 1 May. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr PRGC 13 May. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: JCSP 11 May 
(BD), only report. 

Nashville Warbler: arr FD 2 May. 

Mourning Warbler: arr BPWMA 14 May. 
Com. Yellowthroat: arr FD 5 May. 

Am. Redstart: arr T Watertown 5 May. 

Cape May Warbler: arr T Leyden 11 May. 
Cerulean Warbler: arr T Dekalb 13 May. 

N. Parula: arr WHWMA 7 May. 
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Magnolia Warbler: arr ICNC 8 May. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr CV 13 May. 
Blackburnian Warbler: arr FD 6 May. 

Yellow Warbler: arr T Watertown 24 Apr. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr FD 4 May. 
Blackpoll Warbler: arr CCSP 19 May. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr T 
Watertown 7 May. 

“Western” Palm Warbler: arr PtPen 22 Apr. 
“Yellow” Palm Warbler”: many MM 16 Apr 
where none found 14 Apr (JC). 

Pine Warbler: arr JCSP 15 Apr. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr T Lyonsdale 16 
Apr. 

Prairie Warbler: arr FD & T Lyme 11 May. 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr FD 3 

May. 

Canada Warbler: arr FD 6 May. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr PRGC 15 May. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: arr FD & T Theresa 1 Apr. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: last 2 T Watertown 8 May 
(LP, DP); other early May reports CCSP & T 
Potsdam. 

Chipping Sparrow: KC 2 Mar, possibly 
overwintering bird; widespread arr 13 Apr. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: arr FD 5 May. 

Field Sparrow: arr FD 1 Apr. 

Vesper Sparrow: T Russell 20 Mar, record 
early; numbers arr FD 1 Apr still early. 
Savannah Sparrow: arr T Dekalb 28 Mar, 
record early; most arr 15-22 Apr. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: arr FD 3 May. 


Henslow’s Sparrow: arr PRWMA 14 May; FD 
19 May, only other report. 

Fox Sparrow: arr T Canton 24 Mar. 

Song Sparrow: widespread arr 16 Mar. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr PRGC 8 May. 

Swamp Sparrow: arr PRGC 13 Mar. 
White-crowned Sparrow: arr T Croghan 29 
Apr. 

Scarlet Tanager: arr FD & T Canton 11 May. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr KC 27 Apr. 
Indigo Bunting: arr T Croghan 8 May. 
Dickcissel: T Russell 20 Mar (RM!), rare in 
spring. 

Bobolink: arr T Clayton 4 May. 

Red-winged Blackbird: arr T Canton 7 Mar. 

E. Meadowlark: arr T Lowville 17 Mar. 

Rusty Blackbird: arr T Massena 7 Mar (RM), 
early; most moved through early Apr. 

Com. Grackle: arr CV 6 Mar. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: arr T Potsdam 8 
Mar. 

Orchard Oriole: arr T Watertown 9 May. 
Baltimore Oriole: arr CV & FD 4 May. 

Red Crossbill: sev Adirondack reports lacked 
details on location or date; FD 5 May, only 
report outside Adirondacks. 

White-winged Crossbill: CCSP 27 Mar (JB), 
only report. 

Com. Redpoll: max 280 ULLWMA 12 Apr; 
last CCSP 13 Apr. 

Pine Siskin: many reports 1-20/day thru; max 
51 T Lyonsdale 4 Apr. 

Evening Grosbeak: T Brasher feeder 6 Apr - 9 
May; only report. 


REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


No report was received this season. 
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REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 


Tom Williams 

153A Consaul Rd., Albany, NY 12205 
trwdsd@fastmail.fm 

March 2016 was a very warm, dry month, with the temperature at the Albany 
International Airport running nearly 8° F above normal, and precipitation 
amounting to only a third of the usual 3.2". April was 1.8° below normal, 
including a very cold period from the 3 rd through the 10 th of the month. Six 
inches of snow fell at Albany on 3-4 April, the highest total of the entire winter¬ 
spring period. It was drier than normal again, 1.33" below normal. May started 
off cool and ended downright hot, contributing to a slightly above average 
temperature by 1.2°. Drought-like conditions continued, with only two-thirds of 
the normal precipitation falling. 

The abnormally warm winter-early spring period featured little snow 
cover, rain instead of snow, and most bodies of water never iced-over 
significantly. The waterfowl movement was short-lived, as the birds quickly 
passed through the area. Large numbers of waterfowl remained north and west 
of the Region all winter. Half-hardy species lingered more successfully than 
usual, with Brown Thrasher, Gray Catbird, Eastern Meadowlark, and Savannah 
Sparrow reported throughout March. A very cold and snowy first week of April 
probably had profound effects on early short-distance migrants, such as Tree 
Swallows. An unusual weather pattern during the first ten days of May held 
many migrants from moving into the area, but a concentrated surge followed 
once the conditions became more favorable. 

A remarkable find for the Region was reported in Nassau, Rensselaer 
County on 23 April. A homeowner watched and photographed a Yellow- 
crowned Night-Heron feeding in her backyard for much of the day. Unlike 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, which is regularly seen during migration, this is a 
less than annual visitor to this part of the state. 

On 25 March, John Roosenberg watched four Sandhill Cranes flying and 
calling at Franklinton Vlaie, in the Town of Broome, Schoharie County. The 
impression seems to be that this species is gradually making inroads into the 
area, perhaps from the Great Lakes population. 

The shorebird highlight of the season was unquestionably an American 
Avocet, discovered by Ramona Bearor on 17 May in a flooded area along the 
Champlain Canal near Hudson Falls, Washington County. Birders who rushed to 
the site found that beauty, along with a Willet and three Short-billed 
Dowitchers; quite a trifecta for this Region. 2 May featured an influx of terns to 
the area, including some impressive and widespread numbers of Common 
Tern, along with several Black Terns, and the more common Caspian Tern. 

A hiker in the rugged Tongue Mountain range near Lake George, Warren 
County, came upon a female Black-backed Woodpecker on 19 April. 
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Uncommon but present in low numbers throughout the Adirondack Mountains, 
this species can occasionally be found in the higher elevations of northwestern 
Warren County. 

On 29 April, Zach Schwartz-Weinstein encountered an Acadian 
Flycatcher at Rensselaerville State Forest, in the same vicinity where a small 
group of Red Crossbills had been observed breeding since January 2016. This 
is another species that breeds just to the south of the Region, and efforts should 
be made to find other pioneering birds in similar habitat along the forested 
ravines in Schoharie, Albany, and Greene counties. 

An out-of-state visitor driving through Claverack in Columbia County on 
21 May observed a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher fly past her vehicle and alight on 
a fence. She was unable to relocate the bird after turning around for a second 
look. She realized it was an unlikely occurrence in this part of the country but is 
very familiar with the species, having seen them in southeast Texas. Other 
attempts to re-find the bird turned up empty. It was likely a remarkable one-day 
wonder! Efforts were made to submit a report to NYSARC for this sighting. 

A Prothonotary Warbler was seen and photographed in a swampy area 
along the Feeder Canal in Hudson Falls, Washington County on 11 May. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Larry Alden, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, Mike Birmingham, 
Matt Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, Steve Chorvas, 
Jeremy Collison, Bill Cook, Alan Devoe Bird Club recent sightings, Amanda 
Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Lindsey Duval, Larry Federman, Debra 
Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Jamie Glydon, Bernie & Chris 
Grossman, Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, David 
Harrison, Ron Harrower, Cheryl Henke, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, 
Bill Lee, Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh 
McBride, Thom McClenahan, Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, 
Frank Murphy, Jenny Murtaugh, Ellen Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal 
Reilly, John Roosenberg, Jeanette Roundy, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz- 
Weinstein, Marian Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison 
Van Keuren, Phil Whitney, T. Lloyd Williams, Tom & Colleen Williams, 
Donna Wright, Will Yandik, Robert Yunick. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

APBP - Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR - Alcove Res, ALBA; BCM - 
Black Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR - Basic Creek Res, ALBA; BMB - Bog 
Meadow Brook Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP - Coxsackie Creek Grasslands 
Preserve, GREE; CF - Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL - Collins L, SCHE; CRM - 
Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FR - Five Rivers EEC, ALBA; FtEG - Ft. Edward 
Grasslands, WASH; FV - Franklinton Vlaie, SCHO; HP - Huyck Preserve, 
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ALBA; OCA - Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; PRWMA - Partridge Run 
WMA, ALBA; SNHP - Saratoga National Historical Park, SARA; TR - 
Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP - Vischer Ferry Nature & Historic Preserve, 
SARA; WMP - Wilson M. Powell Wildlife Sanctuary, COLU. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: max 10 Wrights Loop SARA 12 
Mar. 

Brant: arr 1 May; max 750 FR 12 May. 

Mute Swan: max 4 Vosburgh Marsh GREE 12 
Mar. 

Tundra Swan: 2 Hudson R Coeymans ALBA 

10 Mar (TLW), only report. 

Gadwall: arr Stanton Pond ALBA 7 Mar; max 
30 Stanton Pond ALBA 17 Mar. 

Am. Wigeon: arr Lions Park, Niskayuna SCHE 
5 Mar; max 20 VFNHP 12 Mar. 

Blue-winged Teal: arr Vosburgh Marsh GREE 
19 Mar; max 10 Ferry Rd, Niskayuna 25 Apr. 

N. Shoveler: arr CL SCHE 3 Mar; max 6 BCR 
18 Mar. 

N. Pintail: arr Schuylerville SARA 1 Mar; max 
90 Wrights Loop SARA 2 Mar. 

Green-winged Teal: max 101 Vosburgh Marsh 
GREE 13 Mar. 

Canvasback: arr Copake L COLU 10 Mar; 
BCR max 1; only reports. 

Redhead: arr CL 3 Mar; max 2 Lions Park, 
Niskayuna SCHE 4 Mar; BCR 13 Mar, only 
reports. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 350 Loughberry L 
SARA 20 Mar. 

Greater Scaup: arr Saratoga L 11 Mar; max 45 
Saratoga L SARA 20 Mar. 

Lesser Scaup: arr CF 9 Mar; max 150 Saratoga 
L SARA 20 Mar. 

Surf Scoter: arr Schoharie Crossing MONT 3 
May; max 2 CL 4-8 May; only reports. 
White-winged Scoter: arr Saratoga L 25 Apr; 

2 Glenbrook Farm GREE 19 May; 2 PRWMA 
23 May; 5 AR 24 May; 4 Rogers Rock 
Campground WARR 27 May. 

Black Scoter: arr max 2 E Canada L MONT 12 
Apr; Hudson R, Stillwater 5-20 May only 
reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: arr AR 17 Mar; 2 AR 22 
Apr; E Canada L MONT 17 Apr- 21; Hudson 
R, Coxsackie GREE 1 May. 

Bufflehead: arr Tambul Pond RENN 1 Mar, 
AR; max 120 Saratoga L SARA 19 Apr. 

Com. Goldeneye: max 160 Saratoga L SARA 

11 Mar. 
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Hooded Merganser: max 44 Maple Pond 
SARA 14 Apr. 

Red-breasted Merganser: arr Sacandaga Res 
FULT 20 Mar; max 8 Saratoga L SARA 6 May. 
Ruddy Duck: arr Bells Pond COLU 9 Mar; 
max 142 BCR 9 Apr. 

Red-throated Loon: Copake L COLU 1 Mar. 
Horned Grebe: arr Mohawk R, Latham ALBA 
9 Mar; max 8 Hague WARR 20 Apr. 
Red-necked Grebe: arr Buckingham Pond 
ALBA 6 Apr; max 12 Saratoga L SARA 25 
Apr. 

Great Cormorant: arr Germantown Boat 
Launch COLU 6 Mar. 

Am. Bittern: arr BCM; Corbin Hill Rd SCHO 
17 Apr. 

Least Bittern: arr BCM; VFNHP 10 May. 
Great Egret: arr The Crossings ALBA 7 Apr. 
Snowy Egret: arr CF 21 May (SB), only report. 
Green Heron: arr Wrights Loop SARA 15 
Apr. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr Coming 
Preserve ALBA 20 Apr. 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 
(R8): Nassau RENN 23 Apr. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: arr Schodack Landing RENN 25 Mar. 
Golden Eagle: max 2 T Beme ALBA 13 Mar; 

11 reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: arr Renn Plateau 
RENN 5 Mar. 

Broad-winged Hawk: arr Renn Plateau RENN 
9 Apr. 

Rough-legged Hawk: last Schoharie Creek 
SCHO 7 Apr. 

Virginia Rail: arr CRM 22 Mar. 

Sora: arr CRM 2 Apr. 

Com. Gallinule: arr CRM; Putnam WASH 29 
Apr. 

Am. Coot: arr Dyke Ave Pond ALBA 6 Mar. 
SANDHILL CRANE (R8): 4 FV 25 Mar 
(JoR). 

AMERICAN AVOCET (R8): Hudson Falls 
WASH 17 May (RB). 

Black-bellied Plover: arr Wrights Loop SARA 
3 May. 
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Semipalmated Plover: arr Wrights Loop 
SARA 1 May; max 30 CF 25 May. 

Spotted Sandpiper: arr Buckingham Pond 
ALBA; Quack IRENN 22 Apr. 

Solitary Sandpiper: arr VFNHP 24 Apr; max 
22 Wrights Loop SARA 11 May. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr Mohawk R Lathan 
ALBA 7 Apr; max 13 Wrights Loop SARA 11 
May. 

WILLET (R8): Hudson Falls WASH 17 May. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: arr Wrights Loop SARA 12 
Apr; max 41 Wrights Loop SARA 11 May. 
Upland Sandpiper: arr W Ames MONT 27 
Apr. 

Least Sandpiper: arr Round L SARA 26 Apr; 
max 57 CF 21 May. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr Wrights Loop 
SARA 4 May; max 6 Wrights Loop SARA 11 
May. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr Champlain Lock 2 
SARA; Hudson Falls WASH 17 May; max 13 
CF 20 May. 

Wilson’s Snipe: arr Vosburgh Swamp GREE 
19 Mar; max 19 Wrights Loop SARA 19 Apr. 
Am. Woodcock: arr Catskill GREE 1 Mar; 
max 12 Putnam WASH 27 Mar. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: arr Vosburgh Swamp 
GREE 2 Apr; max 40 Saratoga L SARA 6 May. 
Iceland Gull: last Crescent Power Plant ALBA 
4 Mar. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: last Fultonville 
MONT 9 Mar. 

Glaucous Gull: last Fultonville MONT 9 Mar. 
Caspian Tern: arr Mohawk R Latham ALBA 
24 Apr; max 6 CF 1 May. 

Black Tern: arr Waterford SARA; Coeymans 
Landing GREE; Mohawk R Cohoes ALBA; FV 
2 May; max 3 Saratoga L SARA 14 May. 

Com. Tern: widespread 2 May, 9 reports; max 
21 Saratoga L 21 May. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr Schodack I SP 
RENN 10 May. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: arr FR 13 May. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: max 2 Putnam WASH 27 
Mar. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr Oppenheim FULT 13 
May; max 14 Blockhouse Park SARA 21 May. 
E. Whip-poor-will: arr Stanton Pond ALBA 30 
Apr; max 8 Luther Forest SARA 14 May. 
Chimney Swift: arr CF 24 Apr; max 200 
Peebles I SP SARA 15 May. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr Craryville 
COLU 5 May. 


236 


RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (R8): Old 

Valley Rd., Colonie ALBA 22 Mar- 3 May 
(BD), continuing bird; T Oppenheim FULT 18 
May (L&BH). 

BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKER (R8): 

Tongue Mt Range WARR 19 Apr. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: arrFR 13 May; 6 
reports. 

E. Wood-Pewee: arr Waterford SARA 2 May. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr Drowned Lands 
Swamp COLU 12 May; 4 reports. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr Rensselaerville SF 
ALBA 29 May (ZSW). 

Alder Flycatcher: arr Christiana NA SCHE 8 
May, early; max 12 BMB 28 May. 

Willow Flycatcher: arr Cobleskill SCHO 11 
May; max 8 CCGP 29 May. 

Least Flycatcher: arr VFNHP 28 Apr; max 12 
Petersburg RENN 26 May. 

E. Phoebe: arr APBP 13 May; max 15 FR 30 
Mar. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: arr RamsHom- 
Livingston Sanctuary GREE 4 May; max 6 
BMB 10 May. 

E. Kingbird: arr Oppenheim FULT; SNHP 24 
Apr; max 10 SNHP 21 May. 
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER: 
Claverack COLU 21 May (CH), rep to 
NYSARC, intro. 

N. Shrike: T Berne ALBA 6 Mar. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: arr CRM; Mo-He- 
Con-Nuck Preserve ALBA 30 Apr; max 8 
Schodack I SP 10 May. 

Blue-headed Vireo: arr T Root MONT 18 Apr; 
max 6 Deer Mt Nature Trail ALBA 29 Apr. 
Warbling Vireo: arr Coming Preserve ALBA 
27 Apr; max 21 VFNHP 9 May. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr 9 May N Petersburg 
RENN; 6 reports. 

Red-eyed Vireo: arr Palenville GREE 7 May; 
max 20 Tower Rd, Hadley SARA 31 May. 

Com. Raven: max 8 Mayfield FULT 5 Mar; 
Palenville GREE 13 Mar. 

Horned Lark: max 4 Saratoga Cty Airport 
SARA 8 May. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr CL 24 Mar; 
max 35 Coveville SARA 16 May. 

Purple Martin: arr Saratoga Casino and 
Raceway SARA 15 Apr; max 30 Saratoga 
Springs Waterfront Pk SARA 4 May. 

Tree Swallow: arr Mohawk R Latham ALBA 9 
Mar; max 2000 Mohawk R Cohoes ALBA 3 
Apr. 
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Bank Swallow: arr Round L SARA 26 Apr; 
max 70 Coveville SARA 16 May. 

Barn Swallow: arr Green Island ALBA 6 Apr; 
max 250 CF 3 May. 

Cliff Swallow: arr AR 29 Apr; Cambridge 
WASH 29 Apr; max 16 Cairo GREE 30 May. 
House Wren: arr Nassau RENN 17 Apr; max 

15 FR 14 May. 

Winter Wren: arr Mohawk R Latham ALBA 9 
Mar; max 4 Dyken Pond EEC RENN 1 Apr. 
Marsh Wren: arr VFNHP 15 Apr; max 15 
BCM21 May. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: arr Stuyvesant COLU 

18 Apr; max 7 VFNHP 8 May. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 20 FR 2 Apr. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr Old Chatham 
COLU 24 Mar; max 40 E Chatham COLU 21 
Apr. 

E. Bluebird: max 12 FR 16 Mar. 

Veery: arr Canaan COLU 1 May; max 20 
Schodack I SP RENN 22 May. 
Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: arr 
Buckingham Pond ALBA 16 May, only report. 
Swainson’s Thrush: arr T Stuyvesant COLU 2 
May; max 2 multiple loc. 

Hermit Thrush: arr Buckingham Pond ALBA 
31 Mar. 

Wood Thrush: arr BCM; Indian Kill Preserve 
SCHE; Craryville COLU; VFNHP 28 Apr; max 

16 Clermont SP COLU 14 May. 

Gray Catbird: arr VFNHP 15 Apr, early; max 
30 FR 13 May. 

Brown Thrasher: arr multiple loc 17 Apr; max 

7 T Knox ALBA 21 May. 

N. Mockingbird: max 5 the Crossings ALBA 
14 May. 

Am. Pipit: arr Kindethook COLU 5 Apr; max 5 
Mayfield FULT 21 May. 

Bohemian Waxwing: Cambridge WASH 6 
May, only report. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 165 Cobleskill- 
Richmondville HS SCHO 14 Mar. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Ovenbird: arr Plotterkill Preserve SCHE 27 
Apr; max 28 Hand Hollow Cons Area COLU 

19 May. 

Worm-eating Warbler: arr Craryville COLU 

8 May; max 3 Craryville COLU 29 May. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: arr FR 31 Mar; max 
4 FR 22 Apr; Deer Mt Nature Trail ALBA 29 
Apr; Palenville GREE 9 May; Christman 
Sanctuary SCHE 29 May. 

N. Waterthrush: arr Buckingham Pond 10 
Apr, early; max 3 BMB 10 May; Schoharie 
Crossing SHS MONT 18 May. 
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Golden-winged Warbler: arr FR; OCA 10 
May; also Hutton Square Rd, Putnam Sta 
WASH 16 May, only reports. 

Blue-winged Warbler: arr RamsHom- 
Livingston Sanctuary GREE 27 Apr; max 12 
FR 14 May. 

Golden-winged x Blue-winged Warbler 
(hybrid): FR 11 May. 

“Brewster’s” Warbler: 2 Cambridge WASH 
28 May. 

Black-and-white Warbler: arr Copake COLU; 
FR; Schoharie Crossing SHS MONT 22 Apr; 
max 8 Schodack I SP 22 May. 
PROTHONOTARY WARBLER (R8): 

Feeder Canal, Hudson Falls WASH 11 May, 
intro. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr APBP 15 May; max 2 
APBP 17 May; Schodack I SP RENN 22 May. 
Nashville Warbler: arr CRM 29 Apr; max 4 
Lake Desolation SF SARA14 May. 

Mourning Warbler: arr Oppenheim FULT 7 
May, early; max 2 APBP 17 May. 

Com. Yellowthroat: arr FR; Niskayuna RR Sta 
SCHE 28 Apr; max 26 T Galway SARA 24 
May. 

Hooded Warbler: arr APBP 18 May; 
Helderberg-Hudson Rail Trail ALBA 20 May; 
Ravena ALBA 21 May. 

Am. Redstart: arr Normanskill Farm ALBA 29 
Apr; max 40 Schodack I SP RENN 22 May. 
Cape May Warbler: arr FR 9 May; max 4 
APBP 15 May; Schoharie Crossing SHS 
MONT 17 May. 

Cerulean Warbler: arr Schodack I SP RENN 
10 May; max 6 Schodack I SP RENN 22 May. 
N. Parula: arr Glenmont ALBA; Ancram 
COLU; VFNHP 8 May; max 7 APBP 17 May. 
Magnolia Warbler: arr Oppenheim FULT; 
Brunswick RENN; Cambridge WASH 8 May; 
max 5 APBP 19 May. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr FR; Loughberry L 
SARA; Normanskill Farm ALBA 11 May; max 
6 APBP 15 May. 

Blackburnian Warbler: arr Palenville GREE 
21 Apr, early; max 15 Deer Leap Trail WARR 
30 May. 

Yellow Warbler: arr VFNHP 23 Apr; max 32 
VFNHP 11 May. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr AR 29 Apr; max 
20 T Galway SARA 24 May. 

Blackpoll Warbler: arr Oppenheim FULT 8 
May, early; max 5 Normanskill Farm ALBA 22 
May. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: arr Albany 
ALBA; VFNHP 28 Apr; max 8 Long Pond 
FULT 25 May. 
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Palm Warbler: arr BCM 26 Mar, early; max 
11 VFNHP21 Apr. 

Pine Warbler: arr Ravena ALBA 27 Mar, 
early; max 6 FR 6 May. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr VFNHP 15 Apr; 
max 75 VFNHP 8 May. 

Prairie Warbler: arr FR 27 Apr; max 11 
APBP 16 May. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: arr T Colonie 
ALBA 22 Apr, early; max 10 Long Pond FULT 
25 May. 

Canada Warbler: arr FR 11 May; max 3 Lake 
Desolation SF SARA 28 May. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr Purling GREE 9 May; 
max 2 BMB 15 May; Kingsbury WASH 17 
May; APBP 18 May. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Grasshopper Sparrow: arr Albany Int Airport 
ALBA; OCA; Ephratah FULT 7 May; max 2 
Ephratah FULT 7 May; OCA 12 May; Saratoga 
Cty Airport SARA 21 May. 

Am. Tree Sparrow: last FR 3 May, late. 
Chipping Sparrow: arr T Stuyvesant COLU 
28 Mar; max 28 Cairo GREE 10 May. 

Field Sparrow: arr FR 30 Mar, early; max 17 
SNHP 7 May. 

Fox Sparrow: arr Copake COLU 16 Mar; max 
28 Voorhees Rd FULT 4 Apr. 

Dark-eyed Junco: max 277 Voorhees Rd 
FULT 4 Apr. 

White-crowned Sparrow: arr FR 16 Apr; max 
14 Oppenheim FULT 1 May. 

White-throated Sparrow: max 65 Ft Ann 

WASH 26 Apr. 

Vesper Sparrow: arr Kinderhook COLU 5 
Apr; max 5 SNHP 11 May. 

Savannah Sparrow: max 12 Albany Int 
Airport ALBA 24 Apr. 


Song Sparrow: max 40 Ann Lee Pond ALBA 
19 Mar. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr Cambridge WASH 9 
May. 

Swamp Sparrow: arr BCM 9 Mar; max 40 
BCM 28 Apr. 

E. Towhee: arr FR 26 Mar, early; max 20 T 
Knox ALBA 11 May. 

Scarlet Tanager: arr Olana COLU 7 May; max 
6 Sprakers MONT 21 May. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: arr Spencertown 
COLU; Purling GREE 22 Apr; max 15 
Clermont SP COLU 14 May. 

Indigo Bunting: arr Delmar ALBA 8 May; 
max 4 APBP 16 May. 

Bobolink: arr T Florida MONT 3 May; max 71 
Craryville COLU 11 May. 

E. Meadowlark: arr Glenville SCHE 10 Mar; 
max 8 W Ames MONT 27 Apr. 

Rusty Blackbird: max 18 VFNHP 22 Mar. 
Orchard Oriole: arr Olana COLU 30 Apr; max 
3 Ann Lee Pond ALBA 10 May; Cambridge 
WASH 12 May; Thacher Park South ALBA 14 
May; HVCC Nature Trail RENN 18 May. 
Baltimore Oriole: arr Buckingham Pond 
ALBA; Deer Mt nature Trail ALBA; 

Cambridge WASH 29 Apr; max 16 VFNHP 14 
May. 

Purple Finch: max 28 T Providence SARA 17 
May. 

Red Crossbill: max 7 Rensselaerville SF 
ALBA 20 Mar. 

Pine Siskin: max 50 Gull Bay Preserve WASH 
2 Apr. 

Evening Grosbeak: 3 Stillwater SARA 8 May; 
2 Lake George WARR 19 Apr; 2 Lake Luzerne 
WARR 1 Apr; 2 Cambridge WASH 29 Apr; 
three rep. of singles WARR Apr-May. 
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REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 


Michael Bochnik 

70 Hutchinson Boulevard, Mt Vernon, NY 10552 
BochnikM@cs.com 

March followed the unusually warm pattern from the winter season. The month 
came in 9.1° F warmer than normal. Poughkeepsie reached a high of 82° on 9 
March. Three other days saw highs in the seventies. There was no “ice-out” on 
the ponds since there was no ice to begin with. Only 1.0" of rain fell; the norm is 
3.6". Dutchess County received 5" of snow in early April, and the month was 
best noted for temperature swings. The first day of April reached 78° and then 
temperatures dropped below freezing on the 4 th . The low for 6 April was only 
19°. Temperatures slowly climbed the next two weeks, and 22 April hit a high of 
81°. Temperatures then dropped again with a low of 35° on 28 April. Rainfall 
totaled only 2.2", about 1.5" below normal. The wide swings in temperatures 
averaged out to normal. The first week of May was wet, with almost 2" of rain. 
The rest of the month was dry and totaled over an inch below normal for the 
month. Leaf-out did not occur until the end of the first week in the southern part 
of Westchester. This is historically average, but much later than typically seen in 
the last 15-20 years where earlier and earlier springs were the trend. The month 
ended very warm, with temps in the high eighties and low nineties for the last 
seven days. 

Many species arrived earlier than their average dates. Ten species set new 
early arrival dates, and sixteen species of warblers arrived by the end of April. 
Osprey and Eastern Phoebe had already arrived in February. Blue-winged Teal 
and Northern Rough-winged Swallow arrived in March! Other species setting 
new arrival dates were Virginia Rail, Spotted Sandpiper, Black-billed Cuckoo, 
Cape May Warbler, Scarlet Tanager, and Bobolink. 

A few Greater White-fronted Geese continued from their winter locations 
into March. An adult drake Barrow’s Goldeneye was found at Glasco Mini Park 
on 6 March by Deb Ferguson and Frank Murphy. Another Barrow's Goldeneye 
was located in the same mixed flock of about 30 Common Goldeneye the next 
day. The two Barrow's were often seen in close proximity to each other. At least 
one bird remained until 13 March. 

Horned and Red-necked Grebes were reported in good numbers inland, an 
unusual occurrence. Glossy Ibis also appeared inland at the Bashakill Deli fields 
for a day. 

The once rare Willet is now common in spring and summer along the Long 
Island Sound shore. A Whimbrel in Marshlands Conservancy was a good find. 
An early Upland Sandpiper was discovered in the grass field at Warren Sod 
Farm by Matt Zeitler on 29 March. 

There was a great push of terns up the Hudson River and further inland in 
May. It included a number of Caspian, Common, and Forster’s Terns. 
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Red-headed Woodpecker reports are way up. The Weston Swamp Colony 
has branched out to other nearby locations over the last couple of years, and 
each county is now reporting them. Both Dutchess and Westchester Counties 
may soon have breeding pairs. 

The Lark Sparrow that overwintered in Croton Point Park lingered well 
into spring and was last seen 10 April. A male Western Tanager appeared 
visiting a feeder on Lucas Avenue Extension in Hurley on 23 March and was 
seen by many up until 10 April. Photographs were obtained. The Bullock’s 
Oriole that was found in Milton, Ulster County in February stayed until 8 
March. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Blue Chip 
Farms 1-5 Mar; 7 Black Dirt Region 6, 7 Mar 
(MZ); Amenia 7 Mar (CV); 4 Black Dirt 
Region 10 Mar (BN); Bashakill 10-12 Mar 
(JH); Black Dirt Region 15-16 Mar. 

Brant: 1000 over Saugerties 12 May. 

Cackling Goose: Black Dirt Region 6, 7 Mar 
(MZ); Bashakill 8 Mar (JH). 

Tundra Swan: 6 Amenia 1-7 Mar. 

Eurasian Wigeon: EGR 13 Mar (GB, TBu) 
Blue-winged Teal: 2 Amenia 7 Mar (CP, CV), 
record early arrival; 2 CPP 10 Apr; 2 Sharon 
Station 29 Apr. 

N. Pintail: Rockefeller SP 22 Apr (EE), late. 
Green-winged Teal: max 45 Bashakill 30 Mar; 
11 CPP 10 Apr. 

Redhead: 2 EGR 12 Mar. 

Ring-necked Duck: max 160 Bashakill 5 Mar. 
Surf Scoter: EGR 25 Mar; Kingston Pt 4 May 
(JC1). 

White-winged Scoter: max 130 EGR 12 Mar; 
Ashokan Res 13 Apr; 10 Ashokan Res 30 Apr; 
Wickham L, Warwick 1-2 May; 3 Cornwall 
Bay 3 May; 4 Esopus Meadows Lighthouse 2,3 
May. 

Black Scoter: 2 EGR 11 Mar-14 Apr; 7 
Ashokan Res 17 Mar; 10 Ashokan Res 30 Mar. 
Barrow’s Goldeneye: Glasco Mini Park 6 Mar 
(DFe, FM); 2 Glasco Mini Park 7 Mar (FM, 
SSc, BSm); Glasco Mini Park 8-13 Mar. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Bashakill 8 Mar; 
DUTC reports may be released birds 
Ruffed Grouse: one report from DUTC, Poets 
Walk 18 Apr; many reports from ULST. 
Red-throated Loon: Kingston 4 May. 
Pied-billed Grebe: Amenia 7 May. 

Horned Grebe: max 29 EGR 30 Mar; 13 
Momingside P 12 Apr (JH); 5 Ashokan Res 13 
Apr; Cross R Res 2 May (SeC). 

Red-necked Grebe: Ashokan Res 12 Mar(PS); 
Swan L 12 Apr (JH); 4 Saugerties 20 Apr(AB, 
DC); 4 Ashokan Res 1-4 May (MD, JP, JC1); 
Port Ewen/Kingston Pt 4,6 May (DH, MD). 

N. Gannet: 20 EGR 27 Mar, 10 Apr; max 24 
EGR 14 Apr. 

Am. Bittern: arr Great Vly 12 Apr; Bashakill 
18 Apr; MC 14 May. 

Least Bittern: 2 Great Vly 14 May. 

Great Egret: arr New Rochelle & EGR 23 
Mar. 

Snowy Egret: arr MC 31 Mar. 

Little Blue Heron: MC 26 Apr. 
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Green Heron: arr Six-and-a-half Station Marsh 
7 Apr. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: arr Aiello 
Park, New Rochelle 9 Apr. 

Glossy Ibis: 7 Bashakill 7 May (ReD, MGo, 
VF, MCol); MC 14, 27 May (MBoc, TBu). 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: arr 25 Feb, record early arrival; 
Cornwall 14 Mar (ST). 

Mississippi Kite: Doodletown 10 May (JCo, 
CR); Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 30 
May (JA). 

N. Goshawk: Kingston 12, 30 Mar, 23 Apr, 5 
May; Saugerties 1 May. 

Broad-winged Hawk: arr Hopewell Junction 
31 Mar (KK). 

Golden Eagle: Bashakill 4 Mar; Mashomack 
30 Mar. 

Clapper Rail: 1-2 MC 2, 9, 13,16, 21,23 May. 
Virginia Rail: arr 28 Feb, record early arrival. 
Sora: Great Vly 1,14 May; Bashakill 2 May. 

C. Gallinule: arr Fancher Davidge Park, 
Middletown 9 Apr; Amenia 22 Apr; Bashakill 
27 Apr; Great Vly 27 Apr; West Branch Res 3 
May; max 4 Bashakill 2 May; Great Vly 14 
May 3 Amenia 19 May. 

Am. Coot: White Plains Reservoir 14-17 May. 
Sandhill Crane: 2 Amenia 8 Mar (JRos); 2 
Fishkill 12 Mar (RM); SGNWR 18,29 Apr 
(KMa); Bashakill 7 May (JH, LV, SB). 
Black-bellied Plover: Kingston 2 May; 1-2 
MC 9-27 May. 

Semipalmated Plover: arr MC 16 May. 

Am. Oystercatcher: arr EGR 19 Mar; max 7 
Rye 19,31 Mar, 17 Apr. 

Spotted Sandpiper: arr Black Creek 
Preserve,Esopus 1 Apr (MGr), record early 
arrival date. 

Solitary Sandpiper: arr Chodikee L 22 Apr. 
Greater Yellowlegs: arrNewPaltz 13 Mat; 20 
MC 25 Apr. 

Willet: MC 26 Apr, 4, 14, 23, 25,27 May; 2 
MC 29 Apr, 24 May 
Lesser Yellowlegs: MC 21 Apr 
Upland Sandpiper: arr early Black Dirt 
Region 29 Mar (MZ, BN, LSc, KMcD); arr 
SGNWR 29 Apr. 

Whimbrel: MC 25 May (TBu, GB). 

Ruddy Turnstone: 5 Rye 30 May. 

Purple Sandpiper: 3-9 EGR 2, 7, 11 Apr; 2 
EGR 13 May (MBoc). 

Least Sandpiper: arr MC 26 Apr. 
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Pectoral Sandpiper: arr Citgo Pond, Goshen 2 
Apr. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr MC 16 May 
Wilson’s Snipe: Kingston Pt 8 Mar; CPP 6 
Apr. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Kiamesha L 17 Mar; 2 
Neversink Res 3 Apr; 10 EGR 14 Apr; Round 
Pond 14 Apr; 7 Kingston Pt 16 Apr; 6 Kingston 
Pt 3, 5 May. 

Iceland Gull: Kingston Pt 8 Mar (FM). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Woodboume 2 
Mar; Kingston Pt 4 May (JP, PS, MD, JC1). 
Caspian Tern: widespread influx the first few 
days of May; 11-13 Kingston Pt 2-3 May 
(KMcD,CM,MD,PS); 1-5 Croton-on-Hudson 2- 
7 May (LT,AS,CR); 2 Kingston 5 May; MC 5 
May (GB); MC 5, 10 May (JRu). 

Com. Tern: 10 Kingston Pt 3 May (CM); 
Momingside P 4 May(JH); Mashomack, Pine 
Plains 5 May (DK), unusual locations. 

Forster’s Tern: 2 MC 26,27 Apr, 5, 7, 10,13 
May; 6-8 Kingston Pt 4-5 May (PS, JP); 2-6 
Mills-Norrie SP 4-5 May(SJ, CP, BM), unusual 
locations 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: arr 9 May. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: arr Rockland SP 11 Apr 
(BP), record early arrival. 

Barn Owl: Blue Chip Farm 14 May (JP). 

N. Saw-whet Owl: 5 banded Harriman SP 6-7 
Mar (DPa, TBa); 2 Willow 19,22 Mar; 2 juv 
Sterling Forest 21,31 May. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr 3 Bashakill 12 May. 

E. Whip-poor-will: arr Gardiner 23 Apr; 3 
Wurtsboro 30 Apr, 12 May; Mamaroneck 4 
May; Dover 14-31 May; 7 Gardiner 19 May. 
Chimney Swift: arr New City 19 Apr. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: arr Mt Vernon 
20 Apr. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 4 Swartekill Creek 
1 Mar; 6 Weston Swamp 7 Mar; pr Red Hook 
20 Mar; 1-2 Rhinebeck 23 Mar-30 Apr, 10 Apr; 
1-2 Fancher Davidge P, Midletown 27, 31 Mar, 
9,13 Apr; 2 MuscootFarm 27 Apr-26 May; 
Peach Hill 30 Apr; East Fishkill 27 Apr; 
Doodletown 7 May; Annsville Creek, Peekskill 
10 May; Claryvile 16 May. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 2 nest building 
Mountain Lakes Park 12 May (ER, SW, RuD), 
be the first breeding record for Westchester 
County. 

Monk Parakeet: 14 Aiello Park, New Rochelle 
9 Apr; 2 Rye 27 Apr; 5 Yonkers 1 May; MC 25 
May. 
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FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: CPP 8 May; 
Annandale 13 May; Harriman SP 17 May. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 1-2 Bashakill 15, 

16 May; Rye Nature Center 16-19 May; 
Wappingers L 17 May. 

Acadian Flycatcher: arr Hurley 13 May 
Alder Flycatcher: arr Millbrook & Woodstock 
14 May 

Willow Flycatcher: arr Kingston 8 May 
Least Flycatcher: arr Bashakill 26 Apr. 

E. Phoebe: arr 29 Feb, record early arrival; 

East Irvington Nature Preserve & CPP 10 Mar. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: arr Woodstock 4 
May 

White-eyed Vireo: arr Peach Hill 27 Apr; 
Kinston 8 May, unusual location. 

Warbling Vireo: max 20 Thompson P 10 May; 
some obs thought number up. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Great Vly 14 May 
Tree Swallow: 5 CPP 9 Mar; 25 Bashakill 12 
Mar. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: arr Newburgh 20 
Mar (BN), record early arrival; pr gathering 
nesting material Millerton 27 Mar, early. 

Bank Swallow: 100 Wassaic 14 May (BB). 
Marsh Wren: Vassar Farm 22 Apr; Kingston 
Pt 23 Apr; 2 Tivoli Bay 25 Apr; Great Vly 28 
Apr; Pawling 30 Apr; 1-2 MC 13-24 May; 6 
Tivoli Bays 13 May. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: thru 14 May; 9 Peach 
Hill 10 May (ES). 

Veery: arr Warwick 17 Apr; max 21 Wassaic 
25 May. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Bashakill 13 May; 
Ulster Park 14 May; RNC 16 May; 2 
Tackamack P, Orangetown 22 May. 

Bicknell’s Thrush: 3 Slide Mt 26 May (TF); 2 
Cornell Mt 26 May (TF). 

Am. Pipit: 2 West Hurley 17 Mar; 52 
Callicoon 18 Mar; 15 CPP 19 Mar; Sharon 
Station 4 Apr; 2 Wallkill 4 Apr; 20 Bashakill 4 
Apr; 35 SGNWR 3 May; Kingston 5 May. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Golden-winged Warbler: arr Peach Hill 28 
April; 4 Sterling Forest 31 May. 

“Brewster’s Warbler”: Peach Hill 9 May 
(JC1). 

“Lawrence’s Warbler”: Kakiat 14 May (MK). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: Bashakill 27 Apr 
(LV, SB). 

Mourning Warbler: Kingston 8 May; 

Bashakill 15 May; Ulster P 17 May; Woodstock 

17 May; Buttercup East 21 May; New Paltz 21 
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May; Peach Hill 22 May; LaGrangeville 27 
May; RNC 28 May. 

Kentucky Warbler: 1-2 Doodletown 8-27 
May (SeC, DH). 

Hooded Warbler: max 13 Minnewaska SP 10 
May. 

Cape May Warbler: arr m & f Kingston 28 
Apr (MD), record early arrival; Peach Hill 8 
May; 4 Kingston 9 May; 4 Saugerties 11 May; 
Wappingers 14 May; 2 Bashakill 14 May; 
Valley Farm Road 17 May; RNC 17 May; 
Buttercup West 19 May. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Reese P 7 May; 
Bashakill 14 May; 2 MC 14 May; 3 Bashakill 
15 May; 4 Peach Hill 20 May; RNC 25 May 
Black-throated Green Warbler: arr Lake 
Walton 21 Apr(JM), early. 

Canada Warbler: max 5 Kakiat P 17 May 
(CW). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Bashakill 21 May; 
CIES 29, 30 May. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Chipping Sparrow: arr 2 Bashakill 28 Mar. 
LARK SPARROW: CPP 1 Mar - 10 Apr, 
continuing bird from winter, mob. 


Grasshopper Sparrow: max 7 SGNWR21 
May. 

Saltmarsh Sparrow: MC 14, 25 May. 
White-crowned Sparrow: many rep Apr & 
May; max 4 Cruger I 8 May; 4 Saugerties 9 
May. 

Dark-eyed Junco: last migrant Peach Hill 9 
May. 

Summer Tanager: Rye Nature Center 18, 19 
May (GB, TBu, JRot). 

Scarlet Tanager: pr South Mt 6 Apr (CM), 
record early arrival; Hopewell Junction 10 Apr 
(LP). 

WESTERN TANAGER: Hurley 23 Mar - 10 
Apr (MCor, MBow, MDD, PS, WT, StC, FM), 
photos. 

Indigo Bunting: arr High Falls & Mohonk 28 
Apr; next High Falls & Mohonk 18 Apr (MN). 
Bobolink: arr Highland lake SP 17 Apr (DPo), 
record early arrival; max 40 SGNWR 25 May 
(JH). 

Boat-tailed Grackle: male singing MC 29 Apr 
(TBu) 

BULLOCK’S ORIOLE: Milton 1-8 Mar 
(KMcD). 

Pine Siskin: many reports from ULST Mar & 
Apr; 2 Red Hook 10 Apr; Ulster P 1, 14 May; 

13 Parksville 3 May; 2 Milan 24 May (SJ) 


REGION 10-MARINE 
Seth Ausubel 

118-17 Union Turnpike, Forest Hills, NY 11375 
sausubel@nyc.rr.com 

Following an unseasonably warm March, temperatures in the Region were 
closer to normal for the remainder of the spring season. Conditions were dry 
throughout. Temperatures in March were around 6° F above normal. For 
example, the average temperature at Islip was 45.5°, 6.2° above normal. The 
average temperature there was 49.5° in April, 0.4° above normal, and 58.9° in 
May, 0.3° above normal. However, the first three weeks of May were around 3° 
below normal, with heat setting in around Memorial Day; temperatures roughly 
15° above normal 25-30 May. Precipitation in March was as much as 3.19" 
below normal; only 1.17" fell at Central Park. April was also dry, with 1.61" of 
rain falling at Central Park, 2.89" below normal. While rainfall totals for May 
were closer to normal, for example 3.75" at Central Park, 0.44" below normal, 
much of it fell at the end of the month. For example, 1.65" fell at Central Park 
on 29-30 May. 
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The extremely warm March weather following a mild winter led to a 
general scarcity of lingering winter rarities. An interesting exception was several 
reports of Snowy Owl in early March after a winter in which there were few. 
There were also reports of late Snowy Owls on 30 April and 20 May on several 
islands off eastern Suffolk County. A Tufted Duck was reported at Patchogue 
Lake, Suffolk County, through 6 March, and a “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal 
lingered at Setauket Mill Pond, Setauket, Suffolk County, through 6 April. A 
winter in which numbers of Thick-billed Murres were apparently present in 
waters around the Region concluded with several reports on 30 March, including 
one inside Jamaica Bay at Little Egg Marsh, which is quite unusual. Razorbills 
were present in good numbers, with a maximum of 257 at Montauk Point on 6 
March. Four Common Murres were seen on a pelagic trip to 20 miles south of 
Fire Island on 12 March, and another was found dead at Jones Beach West End 
on 19 March. 

Overall, the timing of migrant land bird arrivals this year was very close to 
historical norms. The first big push of neotropical migrants through our area 
occurred on 22 April, soon followed by a big fallout on 25 April dominated by 
Yellow-rumped Warblers. Migrant diversity peaked on 7-8 May with at least 25 
species of warblers recorded and was about the same the following weekend, 
14-15 May. Good migrant diversity continued through 25 May, when 22 species 
of warblers were noted in Central Park. Overall, 298 species were reported in 
the Region this season. 

Yellow-throated Warblers returned again to nest at Connetquot River State 
Park, Suffolk County, where two singing males were noted in late May. Blue 
Grosbeaks made a good showing in late May at the Calverton Grasslands, a.k.a. 
EPCAL, Suffolk County, where Grasshopper Sparrows and Eastern 
Meadowlarks are common and at least two Short-eared Owls lingered into early 
March. There were reports of Pileated Woodpecker through most of the season 
in Staten Island, mostly from the Mt. Loretto area, where two were reported 22 
April. Given the persistent reports over several seasons, it is apparent the species 
is resident in the area and potentially breeding. 

Common Ravens made a good showing in the Region, with about 25 reports 
including an adult carrying nesting material in Staten Island, a fledged juvenile 
at Jones Beach, another tussling with Great Horned Owls at Hempstead Lake 
State Park, Nassau County, and five birds at Inwood Hill Park on 2 April. But 
there were no reports of confirmed nests. 

A report of 96 Canvasbacks at Watermill, Suffolk County, on 6 March is a 
large number relative to recent years but certainly not by historical standards, 
when rafts of hundreds were regular. Numbers of Red Knots peaked at 470 at 
Jones Beach West End on 24 May, a large number after years of decline. 

A pelagic trip voyaging as far as 82 miles southeast of Shinnecock Inlet on 
29 May found a remarkable 77 Leach’s Storm-Petrels, Two Arctic Terns and a 
South Polar Skua, as well as the expected tubenoses and jaegers. 
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The season produced some other rarities, all but one for one day only. Nine 
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks appeared at Marine Park, Brooklyn on 28 May 
and were seen by many. A Pacific Loon flew by during a sea watch at Robert 
Moses State Park on 22 May. A Mississippi Kite was spotted at Prospect Park 
on 7 May and another apparently lingered around Mt. Loretto, Staten Island for 
a few days at the end of the season. A fly-over Sandhill Crane was reported at 
the Bronx Zoo on 8 May. There were two Wilson’s Plovers: at Shinnecock Inlet 
on 23 April and Democrat Point, Fire Island on 11 May. A Ruff showed up at 
Timber Point, Suffolk County on 26 April. A White-winged Dove appeared 
briefly at Jones Beach West End on 12 May. A Swainson’s Warbler was very 
cooperative at Central Park on 28 April. An “Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped 
Warbler was seen at Bayard Cutting Arboretum, Suffolk County on 13 March. A 
Hermit Warbler in Central Park on 1 May caused some brief confusion as to its 
identity by singing a song reminiscent of Black-throated Green Warbler. 

A few other unusual reports augment this brief list of rarities. A Least 
Bittern decided to spend the day of 15 May in a tree in Prospect Park. An 
Upland Sandpiper spent ten days (5-15 April) around the Ocean Parkway 
median at Oak Beach, Town of Babylon, Suffolk County. A “Lawrence’s” 
Warbler was seen at Central Park on 8 May. A Common Gallinule was reported 
at River Road, Staten Island on 17 April, the only report in the Region this 
season. A Barred Owl was heard calling at Mt. Loretto State Forest, Staten 
Island on 18 May. 

The National Park Service announced the selection of a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the former West Pond at the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge. The plan will not only repair the breaches caused by Hurricane 
Sandy in 2012, but will actively seek to restore the pond to fresh water. Birders 
were instrumental in the Park Service’s decision through the Birders Coalition 
for Gateway, in which NYSOA participated. Hopefully the restoration work will 
be completed without delay. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Italics : Sent end-of-season report. Robert Adamo, Patricia Aitken, Deborah 
Allen, Bob Anderson, Richard Aracil (RAr), Seth Ausubel, Andrew Baksh, 
Catherine Barron, Rob Bate, Ed Becher, Debbie Becker, Gail Benson, Bobby 
Berlingeri, Orhan Bird, Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp (BBo), Ardith Bondi 
(ABi), Marc & Sharon Brody (M&SB), Adrian Burke (ABu), Thomas W. 
Burke, Ben Cacace, Amanda Carey (ACa), Keith Cashman, Mathews Cashman, 
Cesar Castillo (CCo), Steve Chang, Anthony Ciancimino (ACi), Ralph Cioffi, 
Anthony Collerton, Chris Cooper (CCr), Mike Cooper, Alice Deutsch, Joseph 
DiCostanzo (JDi), Peter Dorosh, Tim Dunn, Dave Eib, Andrew Farnsworth, Ken 
Feustel, Suzy Feustel, Corey Finger, Tom Fiore, Howie Fischer, Brendan 
Fogarty, Karen Fung (KFu), Doug Futuyma, Arie Gilbert, Paul Gildersleeve, Joe 
Giunta (JGi), John Gluth (JG1), Doug Gochfeld, Isaac Grant, Tim Healy, Mike 
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Higgiston, Dennis Hrehowsik (DHr), Joel Horman, Bruce Horwith, Phil Jeffrey, 
Rob Jett, Richard Kaskan (RKa), Rich Kelly, Marie King, Dave Klauber, Robert 
J. Kurtz , Mary Laura Lamont, Anthony J. Lauro, Anne Lazarus, Patricia J. 
Lindsay, Heydi Lopes, Joshua Malbin, Roberta Manion, Peter Martin, Michael 
McBrien, Kevin McGann (KMc), Eric Miller, Karlo Mirth, Shaibal S. Mitra, 
Peter Morris (PMo), Michael Mulqueen, Steve Nanz, Mary Normandia, Todd 
Olson, Nathan O’Reilly, Luke Ormand, Joseph O’Sullivan (JOS), Jim 
Osterlund, Patrick Palladino (PPa), Anders Peltomaa (AnP), Stephane Perrault, 
Peter Post, Tom Preston, Robert Proniewych, Bill Purcell, Ann Purcell, Glen 
Quinn, Kier Randall, Peter Reisfeld, Don Riepe (DRi), Jeff Ritter, Derek 
Rogers, Bobby Rossetti, Jack Rothman (JRn), Andrew Rubenfeld, Mike 
Scheibel (MSch), Steve Schellenger (SSch), Lisa Scheppke, Sy Schiff (SyS), 
Donna Schulman, Eileen Schwinn, John Sepenoski (JSe), Mike Shanley (MSh), 
John Shemilt (JSh), Sean Sime, Nadir Sourigi, Jordan Spindel (JSp), Jeff 
Stetson (JSt), Robert Taylor, Ken Thompson, Joe Trezza, Phil Uruburu, Richard 
Veit, Joe Viglietta, Steve Walter, Gabriel Willow, Alex Wilson (AxW), Angus 
Wilson (AnW), Seth Ian Wollney, Michael Yuan, Michael Zito. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

APEF - Avalon Pd/East Farm Pres, Stony Brook, SUFF; APP - Alley Pd P, 
QUEE; BPP - Baisley Pd P, QUEE; BPT - Breezy Pt, QUEE; BRY - Bryant P, 
NEWY; CB - Cedar B, Babylon, SUFF; CCP - Cupsogue CP, SUFF; CHP - 
Conference House P, RICH; CIC - Coney I Cr/P, KING; CP - Central Park, 
NEWY; CR - Cemetery of the Resurrection, RICH; CRSP - Connetquot R SP, 
SUFF; CVP - Calvert Vaux P, KING (formerly Drier-Offerman P); Ed - Sod 
fields on Edwards Av north of Route 25, Riverhead, SUFF; EPCAL - Calverton 
Grasslands (former Grumman Property), Calverton, SUFF; FBF - Floyd Bennett 
Field, KING; FIHW - Fire Island Hawk Watch, Robert Moses SP, SUFF; FKP - 
Fresh Kills P, RICH; FMCP - Flushing Meadows-Corona Park, QUEE; FP - 
Forest Park, QUEE; FT - Fort Tilden, QUEE; FWP - Ft. Washington P, 
NEWY; GBP - Goethal’s Bridge Pd, RICH; GBy - Gravesend Bay, KING; 
GKP - Great Kills P, RICH; GwC - Green-wood Cemetery, KING; HLSP - 
Hempstead L SP, NASS; HP - Hook Pd, East Hampton, SUFF; HSP - 
Heckscher SP, SUFF; JBSP - Jones Beach SP, NASS; JBWE - West End, Jones 
Beach SP, NASS; JBWR - Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, QUEE; KP - Kissena 
Park, QUEE; Mass - Massapequa Preserve, NASS; MB - Mecox Bay/Mecox 
Inlet, SUFF; MLUA - Mt. Loretto Unique Area, RICH; MNSA - Marine Nature 
Study Area, Oceanside, NASS; MP - Montauk Pt SP, SUFF; NYBG - New 
York Botanical Garden, BRON; PBP - Pelham Bay P, BRON; PL - Patchogue 
L, Patchogue, SUFF; PP - Prospect P, KING; RI - Randall’s I, NEWY; RMSP 
- Robert Moses SP, SUFF; Rt 105 - Sod fields south of Sound Av between 
Route 105 and Doctor’s Path, Riverhead, SUFF; Sag - Sagaponack Pd/Inlet, 
SUFF; Shinn - Shinnecock Inlet, SUFF; SPCP - Smith Pt CP, SUFF; SPP - 


246 


The Kingbird 2016 September; 66 (3) 


Southards Pd P, West Babylon, SUFF; SMSP - Sunken Meadow SP, SUFF; 
VCP - Van Cortlandt P, BRON; VSh - Venetian Shores P, Lindenhurst, SUFF; 
VSSP - Valley Stream SP, NASS; WPP - Wolfe’s Pd P, RICH. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK: 9 

Marine P, KING 28 May {fide RB, SS, mob). 
Cackling Goose: 2 Southaven CP, SUFF 2 Mar 
(DR); 2 Merritt’s Pd, Riverhead, SUFF 6 Mar 
(SA, MN); CP thru 9 Mar (DA, PP, mob); 2 CP 
9 Mar (PP). 

Tundra Swan: 8 CR 5 Mar (DE). 

Eurasian Wigeon: 2 JBWR thru 7 Mar; 

Marine P thru 15 Mar (RBA); Brooklyn Army 
Terminal Pier 4, KING thru 21 Mar (SS), Fresh 
Pd, Ft. Salonga, SUFF thru 19 Mar (MC, KC); 
Leeds Pd Pres, Plandome, NASS 30 Mar. 

Am. Black Duck: max 400 JBWR 11 Mar (P. 
Szabo), low number. 

N. Shoveler: max 355 JBWR 27 Mar (JG1), 
large number. 

Green-winged Teal: 100 William Floyd Estate, 
Mastic B, SUFF 20 Mar (MLL), large number. 
“EURASIAN” GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
(R10): Setauket Mill Pd, SUFF thru 6 Apr 
(MC, KC, RT, RBA). 

Canvasback: max 96 Watermill, SUFF 6 Mar 
(SSM, PJL), larger number than recent years. 
TUFTED DUCK (R10): fern PL thru 6 Mar 
(KMc, BP, SA, MN). 

King Eider: fern Shinn 30 Mar (KF, SF); 

Orient Pt, SUFF 1 May (RBA), late. 

Harlequin Duck: max 6 Jones Inlet, NASS 6- 
29 Mar (RBA); 5 Orient Pt, SUFF 9 Apr (JSe); 
m GKP 6-14 Apr (RV, mob). 

Barrow's Goldeneye: PBP 7-8 Mar (Elizabeth 
Jamison, JRn). 

Hooded Merganser: JBWE 11 Mar (RJK), 
unusual loc. 

Com. Merganser: max 6 Lake Ronkokoma, 
SUFF 1 Mar (PJL). 

N. Bobwhite: only rep 2 Caleb Smith SP, 

SUFF 15 Apr (K. Coyle), where released. 
Red-throated Loon: max 384 RMSP 7 Apr 
(PMo), large number; PP 26 Mar - 7 Apr (fide 
PD), unusual loc. 

PACIFIC LOON: RMSP 22 May (SSM, et al). 
Red-necked Grebe: max 3 Ft Pd Bay, 
Montauk, SUFF 5-6 Mar (SSM, PJL). 

Eared Grebe: Oak B, Babylon, SUFF thru 3 
Mar (mob); JBWE 6 Mar (KF). 

Cory's Shearwater: 15 pelagic to 82 mi SE 
Shinn 29 May (DR, JSh, AnW). 

Great Shearwater: pelagic to 82 mi SE Shinn 
29 May (DR, JSh, AnW). 
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Sooty Shearwater: 2 RMSP 21 May (TWB, 
GB); 53 pelagic to 82 mi SE Shinn 29 May 
(DR, JSh, AnW). 

Manx Shearwater: RMSP 21 May (TWB, 

GB); 4 pelagic to 82 mi SE Shinn 29 May (DR, 
JSh, AnW). 

Wilson's Storm-Petrel: 177 pelagic to 82 mi 
SE Shinn 29 May (DR, JSh, AnW). 

LEACH'S STORM-PETREL: 77 pelagic to 
82 mi SE Shinn 29 May (DR, JSh, AnW), large 
number. 

N. Gannet: max 400 JBWE 20 Mar (DF), migr 
ads. 

Am. Bittern: Dune Rd E Quogue, SUFF 6 Mar 
(SA, MN); Dune Rd E Quogue 16 Apr (MH); 
CLP 22 Apr (IG), unusual loc; CP 8 May 
(mob). 

Least Bittern: 2 River Rd, RICH 14 May (ACi, 
MK, et al.); PP 15 May (fide RB, mob), in a 
tree, unusual loc. 

Tricolored Heron: max 4 Ingraham Hassock, 
Lido Beach, NASS 25 May (BF). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 227 Ingraham 
Hassock 25 May (BF), large number. 

Black Vulture: fewer reps than recently; max 6 
IHP 2 May (NS); CP 28 May (DA, et al.). 
Turkey Vulture: now conspicuous on L.I. and 
probably underreported; L.I. max 13 Calverton, 
SUFF 19 Mar (DR). 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

MISSISSIPPI KITE: PP 7 May (B. Klein, D. 
Gustafson); Mt. Loretto, RICH 29 May thru 
(NO, ACi) 

Bald Eagle: 2 ad FMCP thru 16 Apr (fide CF, 
SS, CCo); pr nested William Floyd Estate 
(MLL); pr nested Wertheim NWR, SUFF (JO); 
pr nested CRSP; appx 15 addtl reps. 

Am. Kestrel: max 5 EPCAL 10-22 Apr (K. 
Bruchhauser, SS), few. 

Sora: N Mt. Loretto SF, RICH 12-13 May 
(ACi, et al). 

Com. Gallinule: River Rd 17 Apr (ACi). 
SANDHILL CRANE (R10): Bronx Zoo, 
BRON 8 May (TO), fly over. 

WILSON'S PLOVER: m Shinn 23 Apr 
(TWB, GB); Democrat Pt, Fire Island, SUFF 11 
May {fide BF), ph. 

Piping Plover: max 24 JBWE 16 Apr (DF), 
large number. 
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Willet: RMSP 19 Apr (SSM), eastern race, 
early. 

Upland Sandpiper: Oak B 5-15 Apr (RP, 
mob); JBWE 4 May (BA). 

Whimbrel: JBWE 8 May (TH); 4 JBWE 11 
May (RBA); 3 BPT 24-25 May (CCo, IG). 
Marbled Godwit: RMSP 17 May (ACa). 

Red Knot: max 470 JBWE 24 May (EB); 350- 
400 JBSP 25 May (RJK); large numbers 
following years of decline. 

Western Sandpiper: SPCP 11 May (F. 

Stetler). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: max 6 Captree 115 
May (PMo, JG1). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 9 GBP 2 Apr (ACi, 
RV, IG); 6 Captree I, SUFF 5-6 Apr (KT, mob). 
Stilt Sandpiper: 2 Captree I 17 May (SyS, et 
al), rare in spring. 

RUFF: Timber Pt, SUFF 26 Apr (PU, SSM). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Santapogue Cr, West 
Babylon, SUFF 16-18 Mar (PMo). 

Wilson's Phalarope: m Captree I 15 May 
(TWB, GB). 

Bonaparte's Gull: max 250 WPP 2 Apr (RV), 
otherwise few. 

Black-headed Gull: imm Sheepshead Bay, 
KING 24 Mar (RBA). 

Little Gull: WPP 2 Apr (SIW, DE); Lemon Cr. 
Pier, RICH10 Apr (ACi). 

Iceland Gull: ad JBWE 1-8 Mar (SyS, JGi, 
RT); DOP 25 Mar (RBA). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: ad CP 1 Mar (NS); 
ad Fort Pd Bay 5 Mar (AnW, SA, MN); ad GBy 
13 Mar (RBA); ad Orient B SP, SUFF 14 Mar 
(RBA); 2 HSP 1 Apr (PJL); 1 st win HSP 2 Apr 
(PJL); Coney I, KING 2 Apr (SS); max 13 Sag 
4 Apr (KF); RMSP 4 Apr (D. Nicosia); 3 ad 
HSP 7 Apr (KC). 

Glaucous Gull: SMSP 3 Mar (KF, SF); CP 6 
Mar (mob); Kings Park, NASS 12 Mar (PPa); 
HSP 21 Mar (RBA); Brooklyn Army Terminal 
Pier 4 thru 2 Apr (RBA, SS); SPCP 2 May 
(RBA); GKP 12 May (IG). 

Gull-billed Tern: JBWR 26 May thru (RT); 
Nickerson B, NASS 28 May (RBA). 

Caspian Tern: Plumb B, KING 2 May (RBA); 
MP 3 May (RBA); JBWR 4 May (IG); PP 4-8 
May (fide RJ, RB); 2 PP 5 May (RBA); 

Quogue, SUFF 5 May (RBA); Sag 9 May 
(RBA). 

Black Tern: Old Inlet, Bellport Bay, SUFF 28 
May (DR). 

Roseate Tern: max 1500 Great Gull I, SUFF 
28-29 May (A. & D. Griffiths), large number. 
Com. Tern: max 4000 Great Gull 128-29 May 
(A. & D. Griffiths). 


248 


ARCTIC TERN: 2 pelagic to 82 mi SE Shinn 
29 May (DR, JSh, AnW); 2 CCP 29 May (PJL, 
SSM et al.). 

Royal Tern: 3 Bellport B, SUFF 28 May 
(RBA); 2 Plumb B 28-31 May (RBA); CCP 29 
May (RBA). 

SOUTH POLAR SKUA: pelagic to 82 mi SE 
Shinn 29 May (DR, JSh, AnW). 

Pomarine Jaeger: pelagic to 82 mi SE Shinn 

29 May (DR, JSh, AnW). 

Parasitic Jaeger: pelagic to 82 mi SE Shinn 29 
May (DR, JSh, AnW). 

COM. MURRE: 4 pelagic to 20 mi S Fire I 12 
Mar (RBA); JBWE 19 Mar (RBA), found dead. 
THICK-BILLED MURRE: GKP 10 Mar 
(MSh, mob); Shinn 30 Mar (KF, SF); Little Egg 
Marsh, Jamaica Bay, QUEE 30 Mar (DRi, LS), 
ph, unusual loc. 

Razorbill: Jones Inlet 1 Mar (SyS, JGi); Ft 
Wadsworth, RICH 3 Mar (ACi); Jones Inlet 6 
Mar (RBA); max 257 MP 6 Mar (SSM, PJL, 

SA, MN); GKP 10 Mar (JSt). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

WHITE-WINGED DOVE: JBWE 12 May 
(BF). 

Monk Parakeet: max 39 Norman J. Levy P, 
Merrick, NASS 22 Mar (BF), large number. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: 3 Stillwell Woods Pres., 
NASS 11 May (BF), 2 m copulating with f. 
Snowy Owl: JBWE 1-5 Mar (PM, PA, P. 
Kaminski); Dune Rd, Hampton Bays, SUFF 5 
Mar (DR, MSch), separate reps appx 0.5 mi. 
apart.; Quogue Village Wetlands Pres, Quogue, 
SUFF 5 Mar (P. & D. Paul); Fisher’s I, SUFF 

30 Apr (RBA), late; Great Gull 120 May (K. 
Rogers), late; Great Gull I, SUFF 20 May 
(Kevin Rogers). 

Barred Owl: N. Mt. Loretto SF 15 May (ACi), 
heard calling. 

Short-eared Owl: 2 EPCAL thru 10 Mar 
(RBA, JSe, LO); EPCAL thru 31 Mar (RBA, 
LO). 

Chuck-will's-widow: CP 8 May (mob); JBWE 
14 May {fide TWB). 

E. Whip-poor-will: max 4 Ama 2 May (AnW), 
low number; JBWE 16 May (PPa), heard 
calling. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Blydenburgh CP, 
SUFF thru 19 Mar (MC, KC); Grymes Hill, 
RICH thru 27 Mar (HF); Maple Swamp, 
Southampton, SUFF thru 2 May (RBA); 
Mashomack Pres., Shelter I, SUFF thru 3 May 
(RBA); 2 Willowbrook P, RICH thru 20 May 
(RV, mob); ad Todt Hill, RICH 9 Mar (MSh); 
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Riverdale P, BRON 17 Apr (DB); ad Flanders, 
SUFF 26 Apr (fide ES); PP 10 May (RBA); FP 
11 May (CCo, DS); GwC 15 May (RBA); 

CRSP 26 May (PR). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: 34 Greentree Estate, 
Manhasset, NASS 13 Apr (SP), large number. 
PILEATED WOODPECKER (RIO): appx 25 
reps RICH, mostly Mt. Loretto area; max 2 N. 
Mt. Loretto SF 22 Apr (ACi). 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: CP 9 May (RBA); FP 
14 May (fide PR); CP 14-15 May (PJ, mob); CP 

17 May (DA, et alf PP 17 May (fide PD); SPP 
17-18 May (PJL, DF); Uplands Farm Pres, Cold 
Spring Harbor, SUFF 18 May (RT); CP 20 May 
(DA, etalf 

Willow Flycatcher: arr 2 May, early. 

N. Shrike: imm FT/RP 3 Mar (JOS). 
Philadelphia Vireo: CP 16 May (fide AnP); 

CP 18 May (fide TF); Trinity Church, NEWY 
25 May (BC), unusual loc. 

Red-eyed Vireo: arr 22 Apr, early. 

Am. Crow: max 125 Hofstra Univ, NASS 29 
Apr (C. Eliot) 

Fish Crow: max 210 Hempstead Plains Pres, 
NASS 15 Mar (BF), large number. 

Com. Raven: appx 25 reps throughout, but no 
nest locations known; notable reps: ad w 
nesting material, W Shore Plaza, RICH 25 Mar 
(JT, DE); max 5 IHP 2 Apr (NS), large number; 
fledged juv JBSP 13 Apr (fide SSM), ph 
(M&SB); 3 HLSP 23 Apr (TH), fighting w 
Great-homed Owls; poss nest Patchogue 
Village, SUFF (LO). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr 13 Mar, early. 

E. Bluebird: CP 12 Apr (TF), unusual loc. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: N Mt Loretto SF 12 
May (ACi, et alf JBWR 14 May (SA, CF, 
MN); CP 17 May (fide AnP). 

BICKNELL’S THRUSH: N Mt Loretto SF 
12-13 May (IG, ACi), singing & calling; PP 17- 

18 May (RJ, JM), singing. 
Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s Thrush: FP 14 May 
(SA, CF, MN). 

Gray Catbird: HLSP 23 Mar (RJK), 
wintering? 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Worm-eating Warbler: arr 22 Apr; 8 FP 7 
May (SA), large number. 

Golden-winged Warbler: PP 8-9 May (SN, 
mob); E 57 th St., NEWY 8 May (AF); GwC 14 
May (RBA). 


The Kingbird 2016 September; 66 (3) 


“LAWRENCE’S” WARBLER: CP 8 May 
(Jared Cole, etalf ph. 

Prothonotary Warbler: CR 11 May (ACi); 
Bronx Zoo, BRON 14 May (Steve Martin); 

CLP 15-16 May (CB, mob); fern CLP 18 May 
(HF, mob); CRSP 29 May (KF). 

SWAINSON’S WARBLER: CP 28 Apr 
(Katie Kleinpeter, AD, AR, mob). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: River Rd, RICH 
19 Mar (ACi); Wagner Property, RICH thm 27 
Mar (HF); Oakland L, QUEE 14 Apr (CCo); 

CP 29 Apr - 6 May (DA, et al); HLSP 7 May 

(TH) . 

Mourning Warbler: appx 10 reps, first 14 
May. 

Kentucky Warbler: FP 14 May (PJL); East 
Meadow, NASS 13-15 May (Steven Williams); 
CP 19 May (fide APe); 2 PP 19 May (fide RJ); 
VSSP 20 May (RJK, PP, mob); Muttontown 
Pres, NASS 29-30 May (DK, BR, PR). 

Hooded Warbler: Quogue Refuge, Quogue, 
SUFF 8-18 Apr (KC, mob); 

VSSP 20-21 Apr (BF, mob); early; appx 25 
addtl reps. 

Cape May Warbler: arr 24 Apr, early. 
Cerulean Warbler: IHP 1 May (NS); PP 2 
May (fide DHr); Willowbrook P 5 May (RV); 
FP 7 May (mob); IHP 7 May (G. Sevaresse); 
CR 9 May (ACi); Crown Heights, KING 10 
May (CF), unusual loc; Hunter’s Garden, 
Eastport, SUFF 11 May (ES, etalf CP 19 May 
(fide TF); CLP 20 May (HF). 

“AUDUBON’S” YELLOW-RUMPED 
WARBLER: Bayard Cutting Arboretum, 

SUFF 13 Mar (JG1). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: 2 High Rock P, 
RICH 6 Apr (IG, HF); Ft. Greene P, KING 9-11 
Apr (JM, RB); arr CRSP 10 Apr, where have 
bred; 2 m singing there 13 May thm (RBA); CP 

14- 15 Apr (mob); Bayard Cutting Arboretum 

15- 30 Apr (MH, MY, RBA), singing m; PP 16 
Apr (DHr); CP 30 Apr (fide TF); PP 2 May 
(fide PD). 

HERMIT WARBLER: CP 1 May (Alexis 
Lamek, AC), ph KFu; singing song similar to 
Black-throated Green Warbler. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: PP 13 May (RBA); 
GKP 19-20 May (HF, ACi); CP 25 May (fide 
TF). 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Clay-colored Sparrow: FMCP thm 4 Mar 

(SS) . 
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Vesper Sparrow: arr Francis Gabreski Airport, 
Westhampton, SUFF 18 Apr (JG1), where 
breeding; 

Lark Sparrow: JBWE thru 23 Mar; Quogue 
Refuge 23 Mar (ES, MH); Captree SP 6 Apr 
(fide SSM); Ft. Greene P 11 Apr (mob); RMSP 
9 May (RBA). 

Savannah Sparrow: 36 RMSP 19 Mar (SSM), 
large number. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: IHP 23 Apr {fide JDi), 
ph; Six Diamonds P, KING 29-30 Apr (AxW, 
mob); CP 4 May (fide DA); GKP 20 May 
(ACi). 

Nelson’s Sparrow: 2 Dune Rd, Hampton Bays 
2 May (AnW); Plumb Beach 25 May (HL, et 
al). 

Seaside Sparrow: 3 Hudson Rat 55 th St., 
NEWY 5-6 May; 2 there thru 10 May (Adrian 
Burke, TF); unusual loc. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: arr 25 Apr; appx 10 reps. 
White-crowned Sparrow: “Gambel’s” form 
EPCAL 20 Mar (RBA). 

Dark-eyed Junco: “Cismontanus” form 
Willowbrook P 8 Apr (RV). 

Summer Tanager: GwC 30 Apr (RBA); 
Riverside Dr., NEWY 7 May (RBA); PP 8 May 
(RBA); CP 8 May (RBA); CR 9 May (ACi); 


Willowbrook P 9 May (ACi, DE); CP 9 May 
(PJ); CLP 10-11 May (HF, et a/.); Rocky Pt. 
Pres 12 May (RBA); Marcy Woods, SUFF 14 
May (JG1); JBWE 14 May (RBA); CP 18 May 
(fide TF); Belmont L SP, SUFF 20 May (RJK); 
JBWE 26 May (MZ, RT). 

Blue Grosbeak: East Quogue, SUFF 10 Apr 
(MH), early; SS White Field, RICH 11 May 
(ACi); Riverside P 12 May (RBA; GwC 12 
May (RBA); Crooke’s Pt., RICH 13 May (RV); 
CRSP 15 May (KT); 2 m EPCAL 29 May - 
thru (RBA). 

Dickcissel: CP 27-28 May (KFu, mob). 

Rusty Blackbird: max 22 VCP 20 Mar (TF); 
20 APP 14 Apr (RJK), low numbers. 
Boat-tailed Grackle: max 200 JBWR 6 Mar 
(NO). 

Purple Finch: appx 15 reps, max 8 
Muttontown Pres 9 Mar (BF). 

Pine Siskin: appx 5 reps; max 6 Quogue 
Wildlife Refuge 8 Apr (E. King). 

EXOTICS 

European Goldfinch: 5 PP 15 Mar (K. 
Toomey). 



250 


The Kingbird 2016 September; 66 (3) 


STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! - details seen by Regional Editor; ad - adult; Alt - 
Alternate plumage; Am. - American; arr - arrival or first of season; BBS - 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS - bird of the season; CBC - Christmas Bird 
Count; CO - confirmed nesting; Com. - Common; E. - Eastern; EL - fledgling; 
FY - adult feeding young; I - Island; imm - immature; intro - see introduction 
to report; juv - juvenile; L - Lake; max - maximum; mob - multiple observers; 
N. - Northern; NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR - National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC - report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P - park; Pd - Pond; ph - photographed; 
Pt - Point; Res - Reservoir; Ri - River; SP - State Park; spm - specimen; subad 
- subadult; T - Town of; thru - throughout period; Twn - township; W. - 
Western; WMA - Wildlife Management Area; y - young. 

REPORTING REGIONS 

Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 

the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 

NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 

the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 

the boundary is NY Route 31. 

REPORTING DEADLINES 

Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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OBSERVATIONS ON ESTUARINE BREEDING BIRD 
RICHNESS IN NEW YORK STATE 


John Vanek 12 , James P. Browne 3,4 , and Crystal A. Crown 4 

Town of Hempstead Department of Conservation and Waterways, 
Point Lookout, NY, 11569 

Identifying and tracking the nesting locations of birds is an important part of the 
data that New York (NY) birders collect and report. These contributions have 
led to the completion of two breeding bird atlases spaced 15 years apart (Andrle 
and Carroll 1988, McGowan and Corwin 2008). The atlases provide a wealth of 
information, and ultimately enable researchers to track changes in nesting 
patterns over time. For each atlas (1980-1985 and 2000-2005), 5332 survey 
blocks covering all of NY were searched for evidence of breeding birds. This 
evidence included everything from simple presence of a species in suitable 
breeding habitat, to singing males, and nests with eggs. Depending on the 
strength of evidence, each species was then assigned breeding status as either 
“Possible,” “Probable,” or “Confirmed,” based on objective criteria. 

As environmental scientists located in a marine district of NY, we were 
particularly interested in the spatial trends for the bird species that are dependent 
on estuarine environments. As a first step towards understanding how marine 
ecosystems support associated bird species, we investigated the changes in the 
species that require a functioning marine ecosystem to feed and raise their 
chicks. To do this, we measured breeding bird richness, i.e., the total number of 
species in a survey block, on Long Island, NY. 

We used data from the above-mentioned New York State Breeding Bird 
Atlases (BBA) and analyzed spatial trends for 22 species of breeding birds 
characteristic of NY estuarine environments (Table 1). These are species that 
breed in and around salt marshes and rely heavily on estuarine prey in salt 
marshes, tidal flats or coastal waters. We excluded species that mostly breed 
around fresh water or confine their activity to surrounding habitats such as 
barrier beaches, brackish marshland or high marsh. For example, we excluded 
the Green Herons ( Butorides virescens ) and Red-winged Blackbirds ( Agelaius 
phoeniceus ) because they readily breed and forage around freshwater, and are 
not restricted to the marine environment (McGowan and Corwin 2008). We also 
excluded Herring Gulls ( Larus argentatus ) and Piping Plovers ( Charadrius 
melodus ) because the former are scavengers feeding heavily in urban areas far 
from estuarine areas, and the plover is often dependent on ephemeral pools and 

' Department of Biology, Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY, 11549 

^Present Address: Cooperative Wildlife Research Laboratory and Department of Zoology, Southern 
Illinois University, Carbondale IL, 62901 

3 Corresponding author - James.Browne@stonybrook.edu 

4 Department of Ecology and Evolution, Stony Brook University, Room 650 Life Sciences Building, 
Stony Brook, NY 11794-5245 


254 


The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 


X 


< 

V, 

m 


PQ 


43 

B 

3 

3 


3 

zri 

o 

^ 52 

03 3 

Z 

3 

3 

3 ° 

S O 

3 03 


3 

,3 T3 


.2 S 

ts to 


S3 43 
O +- 

o c 

o 03 
tzi gj 

'So ^ 
-S « 

g 43 

a 

60 o 
GO >< 

<D J2 

2 .S 

u 03 
2 60 
'B « 

3 

3 43 

•-H O 

1 U flj 

s £ 

3 33 
§ § 
'8 b" 

o CO 

' 60 
3 

03 ’TS 

3 3 
d 

H x 


Ph 


o 

o 


rq 

X 

fN 

On 

X 

00 O 


O 

(N 

<N _ / 

1 O 3f 

t-H 

3j- 


rj ^ 
vd <n 
x t> 
+ + 


-h ^ H ra 

h cn u-i a\ m ^ 

do ^ I + t 


00 


in 

X N N 00 M 00 y: O O ^ a h 

(SOHMiDHinTtMmiriHoocotsso'sl-HONirnoH 


O 00 O 00 

oo m h rH in in 


"st ro vo in vo 

^tomv3®to(S(0(0 


3 

O 

U 


S3h 

cn 


3 

O 

U 


3 

O 

U 


3 

O 

U 


&< 

00 


eo 

3 

3 

X 

W 


m co 3|- 
m r- ca 


33 33 
03 03 

3 3 
03 03 


43 43 

H H 


& 2 
ffi 3 

Z X 

43 A 
60 ^3 


Z .S 


60 



£ 

03 

3 

o 

5-i 


3 

O 

S_l 

"O 

03 

z 

33 

O 

fc 



03 


03 

3 

03 

3 

to 

60 

m 

3 

3 

X 

03 

_3 

t 

60 

PP 

X 

T3 

2 

2 

03 

3 

O 

lH 

P-i 

cn 

X 

60 

P-1 

o 

s 

>-» 

JO 


o 

3 

3 

« 

S-H 

"G 

03 

s 

-2 

o 

3 

o 

o 

'G 

_o 

to 

44! 

o 

3 

s 

It 

o 

< 


GO 

H 


s 

cn 


3 

a 

33 

03 

£ % 

2 M ^ 

& 44 (jJ) 

a o u 

C/0 3 (5X3 

03 pq -S 
33 Tt 43 
3 00 
3 


P4 q4 

2 ^ 
'3 


>»-3 
2 .2 
a, wo 


-4 

on 

v ' 


03 3 

H 3 £ 

3 r C h 

03 H M 

= 03 -£ 

jp es a 3 


r\ i r i »—( cn tu . n —, —, vl/ r/-, oj co co 

o .2 == 3 CG 3 03 3 S" 3 :3 "3 £ 2 c 3 O 

i_, cl) cn gj ^ od ^ «^h k. ^ O O O Gj 

MH^mwwOjO>UW^O^fcUjO 


H 

3 

60 

3 

(-1 

03 

43 

o 

e 

H 

>. 

e 

Q 

-J—* 
C/D 

60 

O 

U 

J3 

O 


* 04 

s ^ 


o 

•§ 3 

•S'I 

3 £ 
6> G 


^ 3 2 « '£ 

3 o 5x3 . 

^ oq ttq ^ 


SJ IS 

0) c 3 

2 qi a 

3 3 
1 § 1 
1 § O 

§ 


Hi 


i§ 

| 1 
t« S3 ^ 
CO Co -S O 

3 3 -5 .U 

E co 50 3 3 

.S S 3 <3 g 

11 f 11 

6 E §^l 

• • <U S e« 

^ ^ ^ Q< 


ft 

.6X3 


56 

3 -2 
3 O 

l-i 

- I . c ^ S 

2 11 

•§ ^ ^ ^ 
^ M ^ 

J 1 

4t> ;c: 




>: 'c qj w ^ 

C2* K o co Z cn 


5 I 

5 ^ 

^3 .=6 
32 *5 

3 I 
S 6 x 3 

. 

Oi 5^ 


< 


X 

B 

w 


3 

3 

c3 


<u 

3 

33 

’n « 

|| 

3 3 

PLh Q< 


<U 0) 

3 63 

T3 T3 

'S«'£j 

^ | a 

O O -o 

^ o C 


>' Q 
K on 


The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 


255 





wrack along the ocean edge, areas that are not usually dependent on estuarine 
productivity (Pierotti and Annet 1991; Elias et al. 2000). 

We re-created the sampling grid used by the atlas, truncated to include only 
blocks that overlapped any land portion of Kings, Queens, Nassau, or Suffolk 
Counties. We then visually inspected each BBA map for our target species and 
noted the locations in which the breeding status was recorded as either 
“Confirmed” or “Probable.” We excluded “Possible” designations due to the 
inherent uncertainty of the category. These data were visualized in a geographic 
information system, and we calculated the total number of confirmed and 
probable breeders for each survey block (richness), as well as the differences 
between both atlases for each block. 

The total number of survey blocks occupied by breeding waterbirds 
increased from 613 to 640 during the 15 years between atlases. However, this 
change was not evenly distributed, with some species dramatically increasing, 
e.g., Osprey ( Pandion haliaetus ), and some species dramatically decreasing 
(Table 1). In addition, these changes differed by family, with herons, gulls, and 
terns remaining relatively static; sparrows, skimmers, and ibises decreasing; and 
shorebirds and raptors increasing (Table 2). The top five blocks for each atlas 
were different, with a single exception (Table 3). Slightly more blocks gained 
species than lost species (Fig. 1, p. 295), and the blocks that gained species did 
so to a greater degree (Table 4). All blocks noted in Tables 2, 3, and 4 are 
depicted in Figure 2 (p. 296). 

There was no clear pattern among species or families for changes in 
breeding occupancy. For example, of the five species of terns analyzed, Roseate 
Terns ( Sterna dougallii ) decreased from 17 blocks to 10 blocks, while Forster’s 
Terns ( Sterna forsteri ) increased 800%, from one breeding block to nine. The 
most precipitous declines were that of the American Bittern ( Botaurus 
lentiginosus ), which disappeared entirely between the first and second atlases, 
the Seaside Sparrow (. Ammodramus maritimus ), which decreased by over 40%, 
and the aforementioned Roseate Tern. All three of these species are of 
conservation concern (Table 1), and their population trends should be monitored 
carefully. 

The blocks with the highest waterbird richness were located along the 
marshes of the south shore of Long Island for both atlas periods. In 1980-1985, 
the top five blocks were all located around Hempstead Bay. In 2000-2005, these 
expanded to include parts of Moriches Bay. Both bodies of water differ from the 
other bays by having more salt marsh, very shallow flats, and being highly 
eutrophic (Barlow et al. 1963, Oviatt et al. 1989, Swanson et al. 2009, Wallace 
and Gobler 2011), in addition to other factors that may enhance their ability to 
support upper trophic levels. For example, increases in nutrient availability may 
positively influence seabird productivity in some other systems (Monticelli et al. 
2007). 
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Table 2. Changes in breeding bird occupancy by taxonomic family presented as 
percent change in number of blocks occupied. 


Family 

Species 

1980-1985 

2000-2005 

% Change 

Ardeidae 

7 

135 

135 

0.0 

Emberizidae 

2 

102 

74 

-27.5 

Laridae 

2 

36 

38 

+5.6 

Pandionidae 

1 

61 

105 

+72.1 

Rallidae 

2 

45 

41 

-8.9 

Rynchopidae 

1 

25 

21 

-16.0 

Scolopacidae 

1 

36 

61 

+69.4 

Laridae 

5 

149 

148 

-0.7 

Threskiornithidae 

1 

24 

17 

-29.2 


Table 3. The top five ranked blocks with the highest breeding bird richness from 
each atlas, including the change in richness for the corresponding block between 
the 1980-1985 and 2000-2005 atlases. 


Atlas 

Block 

Rank 

Richness 

Change 

1980-1985 

6249B 

1 

16 

-7 


6249A 

2,3,4 (tied) 

14 

+1 


6349A 

2,3,4 (tied) 

14 

-4 


6350D 

2,4,4 (tied) 

14 

-8 


6049D 

5 

13 

+4 

2000-2005 

6149A 

1 

19 

+7 


6049D 

2 

17 

+4 


6851A 

3 

17 

+10 


6149B 

4,5 (tied) 

16 

+6 


685 IB 

4,5 (tied) 

16 

+9 


CONCLUSION 

Birds are excellent indicators for the general assessment of the health of an 
ecological system (Landres et al. 1988, Montevecchi 1993), and additional 
environmental factors and more years of detailed survey data will have to be 
included in future studies. We hope this introductory analysis will prompt 
interesting questions among birders, citizen scientists, and professional 
scientists. 
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Table 4. The five blocks with the greatest richness gains and losses, including 
the richness of each block noted in the 2000-2005 atlas, and the change between 
the 1980-1985 and 2000-2005 atlases. 


Block 

Rank 

2000-2005 

Richness 

Change 

6851A 

1 

17 

+10 

685 IB 

2 

16 

+9 

6150B 

3,4, 5 (tied) 

7 

+7 

7152 A 

3,4, 5 (tied) 

13 

+7 

7052C 

3,4, 5 (tied) 

15 

+7 

6149 A 

3,4, 5 (tied) 

19 

+7 

6350D 

1 

6 

-8 

6249B 

2 

9 

-7 

6450B 

3 

1 

-6 

655 ID 

4 

0 

-6 

6550B 

5 (tied) 

2 

-5 

6449A 

5 (tied) 

0 

-5 

6350B 

5 (tied) 

0 

-5 

7252D 

5 (tied) 

3 

-5 
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GULLS ESTABLISH BREEDING COLONY ON SQUAW 
ISLAND, CANANDAIGUA LAKE 


Doug Daniels 

Canandaigua, NY 14424 
dougdan@rochester.rr.com 

Abstract— 2016 was the eighth consecutive year that gulls have bred on Squaw 
Island in Canandaigua Lake. Breeding Ring-billed Gulls were first observed and 
documented in 2009. Their numbers have increased steadily and dramatically 
each year after. Herring Gulls possibly began breeding in 2014, were probable in 
2015, but breeding by this species was not confirmed and photo-documented 
until 2016. 

Squaw Island, located in the northeast corner of Canandaigua Lake is one of 
only two islands in the eleven Finger Lakes. The other is Frontenac Island in 
Cayuga Lake near Union Springs. Squaw Island is designated a NYS Unique 
Area, and at 0.25 acre, the smallest in NYS. The island is protected from erosion 
by large rocks (rip-rap) placed around its shoreline. Vegetation on the island 
consists of two large Cottonwoods about 40 feet, a few Black Locusts, one 
Basswood, one Box Elder, one Willow, and vines —Virginia Creeper and 
Morning Glory (Bindweed). 

CONFIRMED BREEDING OF RING-BILLED GULLS-2009 

In spring of 2009, Carolyn Jacobs, a resident on Canandaigua Lake, and a birder 
and kayaker, heard calls described as begging whines. To investigate, she 
kayaked around Squaw Island. She observed six adult Ring-billed Gulls 
standing on the rip-rap, then others—juveniles, smaller with downy brown 
plumage. Returning later with her camera, she photographed a downy chick and 
two eggs. She observed a total of 11 adults, five juveniles and two eggs. Three 
nest sites were observed, one of which held the unattended eggs. This was the 
first confirmation of breeding gulls on Canandaigua Lake (Figs. 1 and 2, p. 297). 

The proximity of the island to human habitation makes this an unlikely spot 
for gulls to nest successfully. As soon as the weather warms, the sand bar 
adjacent to the island becomes a popular boat parking area. Although climbing 
over the rocky barrier is not inviting or easy, people do go onto the island. 
Nevertheless, the gulls have prevailed. 

CONFIRMED BREEDING OF HERRING GULLS-2016 

While kayaking 4 June, 2016 on Canandaigua Lake, Doug Daniels observed 
several age-stages of Herring Gulls breeding on Squaw Island: first, two adult 
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birds carrying nesting material to the island, second, two different adult birds on 
nest and finally, an adult feeding a chick standing next to it. Due to very windy 
conditions for several days, photo-documentation of the breeding was not 
possible until 10 June (Figs. 3-6, pp 297-298). 

SUMMARY OF BREEDING GULLS ON SQUAW ISLAND 

The following is a summary of eBird data reported by Doug Daniels and 
Carolyn Jacobs while kayaking around Squaw Island. 

2009 16 July - 11 adult Ring-billed Gulls (RBGU), 3 juvenile, some with 

downy plumage. 

19 July - 8 adult RBGU, 5 juvenile, 2 eggs, 3 nests. Photo documentation. 

2012 12 adult RBGU, 13 juvenile. 

2014 150 adult RBGU, estimated 25 juvenile nesting on island. Possible 
breeding of Herring Gull (HERG) on 10 August. By 24 August, all the nesting 
gulls, both RBGU and HERG had left the island. 

2015 12 June, an estimated 450 RBGU on Squaw Island plus 50 fledged 
juveniles; 6 HERG were reported with one adult believed to be on nest. 

2016 10 June - eBird report (Doug Daniels): “kayaked around the Squaw 
Island three times, taking accurate counts and photographing the birds. From a 
photograph of the east shore of the island, zoomed in and counted 186 RBGU. 
The west shore is similarly populated and the center of the island has even 
greater numbers; therefore, estimated the total number of adult RBGU to be 600 
adults with 75 young (more to hatch with adults on nest). A second circling was 
done to count the HERG — 48 adults (many still on nest) and 14 young. 

15 June - a fairly accurate count of 750 gulls (both RBGU and HERG) was 
made. The entire island was covered with gulls during the breeding season and 
some even occupied the dense coverings of Virginia Creeper five to ten feet 
above ground level. From the various counts taken between 4 June and 12 July, 
the maximum number of fledged RBGU was 100 and the maximum number of 
fledged HERG was 15. Of interest, the nesting HERG occupied both ends of the 
island while the RBGU occupied the shore lines and center of the island. By 12 
July, all the RBGU were fledged and all adults and immature birds were gone 
from Squaw Island; 25 adult and 12 juvenile HERG remained. By 22 July, ALL 
gulls were gone from Squaw Island. 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

From his comprehensive record of bird life in New York State, E.H. Eaton 
(1910) described Ring-billed Gull as a “rare and transient visitant” in Ontario 
County, stating, “On Canandaigua and Seneca Lakes, I have found it decidedly 
less common than Herring and Bonaparte Gulls.” Since then, Ring-billed Gulls 
have proliferated in NYS in the latter half of the 20 th Century which may be tied 
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to their opportunistic feeding at waste disposal sites and parking lots (Richmond, 
2008, The Second Breeding Bird Atlas of NYS). Seneca, Ontario and Monroe 
Counties each have a huge landfill which accepts garbage from seven states and 
Canada. 

Communicating with birders who are regional reporters, regional 
coordinators of the NYS Breeding Bird Atlas 2000-2005 and a former editor of 
The Kingbird, the following data should be enlightening regarding the breeding 
events reported above. 

There have been no previous reports of gulls breeding on Canandaigua 
Lake. A few pairs have bred in the Chemung River in downtown Elmira but 
when Ring-billed Gull numbers increased to about 1,000 pairs, the city 
undertook to discourage them annually by collecting their eggs. 

There has been confirmed breeding of gulls on Seneca Lake on the break 
wall in Watkins Glen. 

There are no records of breeding Herring Gulls in Region 2. 

IMPLICATIONS 

The progression of RBGU, HERG and then Double-crested Cormorants on the 
Galoo Islands in the St. Lawrence River and in the Niagara River has been rapid. 
‘The breeding birds took over at an alarming rate and created huge conflicts 
with recreation, fishing, boating, etc.”(pers. comm., Gerry Rising). 

“No matter what we may think of the implications from effects on other 
bird species, fish, human health or olfactory perceptions, gulls are a federally 
protected species and actions must come from state or federal authorities. There 
have been similar issues around breeding gull colonies at Kodak Park, a store in 
Batavia and the ‘borrow pits’ in the parking lot at Market Place Mall in 
Henrietta.”(pers. comm., Bob Spahn). 

The DEC was involved in 2014 when a man attempted to disrupt the 
breeding of Ring-billed Gulls on Squaw Island. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
of 1918 does include gulls and cormorants. When birds have created 
disturbances to the balance between communities and said species, permits may 
be granted to those communities to take action to remove or disrupt the breeding 
of those cormorants. 

While cormorants have not bred on Squaw Island, both Carolyn Jacobs and 
Doug Daniels have observed increasing numbers in both spring and late summer 
on and around the island. The highest count on Squaw Island was 37 on 15 May, 
2016. They have not bred on Canandaigua Lake as of 2016. 

In the September 2, 2016 issue of The Democrat & Chronicle (Rochester’s 
daily newspaper), the front page and feature article was about Double-crested 
Cormorants in Irondequoit Bay. In 2015, the landowners, Robert and Janice 
Frank, reported that 1,000 birds roosted on Fish Island (a 1.2 acre property) near 
the western shore. The owner reports 10,000 birds in 2016 are destroying his 
property and claims he has a permit to kill them. “Frank may hold the first so- 
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called depredation permit issued to a private party in the area. US Fish & 
Wildlife Service spokesperson, Terri Edwards stated that the permit, reissued 
each year, requires non-lethal means first; if unsuccessful, up to 50 cormorants 
may be shot a day to a total of 300 per year.” 
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Herring Gull with downy young, Squaw Island, Ontario, 6 Jun 2016. © Doug 
Daniels. 
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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE NEW YORK STATE AVIAN 
RECORDS COMMITTEE: ADDITION OF SIX NEW 
SPECIES TO THE NEW YORK CHECKLIST 


Extraordinary times call for an extraordinary report. The following six additions 
to the Checklist of the Birds of New York State were reviewed and accepted 
under NYSARC’s Accelerated Review Policy that prioritizes well documented 
sightings of species not previously recorded in the state. A total of 37 
submissions were evaluated, seven from 2013 and 30 from 2014. All six records 
were accepted, and this brings the state list to 489 species. Full details of the 
sightings and criteria for acceptance are provided in the narratives below. 

We are grateful to the 28 contributors who provided written reports, 
photographs, sketches and/or video recordings. The Committee also wishes to 
thank Jeremy Kirchman (New York State Museum, Albany, NY), Paul Sweet 
(American Museum of Natural History, New York, NY), Peter Pyle (Institute 
for Bird Populations, Point Reyes Station, CA), Shaibal Mitra (College of Staten 
Island, NY), and Michael O’Brien (Cape May, NJ) for information that was 
used during the review process or preparation of this report. 

2014 REPORTS ACCEPTED 

Willow Ptarmigan (Lagopus lagopus ) 

2014-8-A/H One, Point Peninsula, Town of Lyme, Jefferson, 24-27 Apr (Kevin 
McGann, Derek H. Rogers, Kimberly Sucy, Arie Gilbert, Mark Magistro Jr., 
William Watson, Bernie Carr, Jeff Bolsinger; ph K. McGann, D. H. Rogers, K. 
Sucy, A. Gilbert, M. Magistro Jr., J. Bolsinger; field sketch B. Carr) 

This was a most unexpected discovery, causing much excitement within the 
birding community. Eugene Nichols discovered the ptarmigan on the shore of 
Three Mile Bay, Jefferson, NY on 24 Apr and, after sharing an iPhone photo 
with Derek Rogers on Long Island, established the tentative identification. 
Eugene alerted local birders, including Jeff Bolsinger, and together they refound 
the bird the next day. It’s estimated that upwards of 300 people visited between 
25-27 Apr alone, a remarkable number for this remote location. The nearly all- 
white ptarmigan frequented the shoreline, where it was noted eating ice, but also 
spent time in nearby scrub and woodland, where it consumed buds mainly from 
willow trees. Based on the written descriptions and near point-blank photos, the 
identification as a male Willow Ptarmigan (Lagopus lagopus) in predominantly 
basic plumage (winter whites) was well established. The less-likely White-tailed 
Ptarmigan (L. leucura) can be readily ruled out by the presence of black outer 
tail feathers. Separation from Rock Ptarmigan (L. muta), a possibility that has 
wandered to southern Quebec, is more challenging, but a male would be 
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expected to show black feathering on the lores and behind the eye, along with a 
daintier bill. 

The ptarmigan was not seen on 28 Apr but, as explained in Jeff Bolsinger’s 
report, had simply moved on to private property, where it remained. Sadly, on 
24 May the property owners Tom and Wendy Weaver found the ptarmigan 
dead. David Klauber, who had traveled up from Long Island to search for the 
bird, advised them to freeze the carcass, which was shipped by Jeff Bolsinger to 
the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH). Analysis by Jeff Groth and 
Paul Sweet at the museum found it to be a male with moderately enlarged testes 
and beginning pre-alternate molt. Plant material was found in the stomach. The 
skull showed clear evidence of blunt force trauma, almost certainly the cause of 
death. The fat reserves were low but otherwise the bird seemed in good health. 
The skin is now in the AMNH collection (AMNH 840211), and the carcass and 
skull will be provided to the DEC. 

A tundra and birch/willow scrub resident, Willow Ptarmigan has an 
extensive circumpolar distribution, which in North America extends from 
western Alaska to Labrador. They are especially abundant in northern Quebec, 
the most likely source for the NYS bird. Not considered a migratory species, 
there are relatively few records from the lower-48. That said, there is a clear 
precedent for occasional southward vagrancy, most notably by a series of 
occurrences from Maine (Apr 1892, May 1951, Dec 1954, May 1977, Apr 1988, 
May 1990, and May 2000), with late-spring dates consistent with the discovery 
of the NYS bird (Applegate 1996). Looking further back, Willow Ptarmigan 
were fairly regular south to Montreal, Quebec—only 160 miles northeast of 
Point Peninsula—into the 1800s, and there have been several irruptions 
extending to the St. Lawrence River in more recent times. Indeed, it has been 
argued that occurrences in southern Ontario also represent birds from the 
Quebec population following the St. Lawrence River valley and north shore of 
Lake Ontario (Pittaway and Iron 2011). Vermont added its own first record with 
a bird in northeastern Caledonia County in May 2015 (Vermont Bird Records 
Committee). 

This 2014 sighting adds Willow Ptarmigan to the New York State 
Checklist. As an interesting addendum, there is reference in the literature to a 
Willow Ptarmigan killed on 22 May 1876 near Watson, Lewis County, NY that 
was given to local collector, Romeyn B. Hough (Coues 1878; Merriam 1881). 
According to John Bull (1974)—who listed the species as ‘Hypothetical’—the 
identification was not confirmed by an independent source and, more to the 
point, the whereabouts of the specimen was no longer known. Bull also 
considered the date as ‘suspiciously late’ but in fact it matches several of the 
Maine specimen and sight records. Although separated by 139 years, Watson is 
only 44 miles from Three Mile Bay, and the 1876 bird was described as a male 
transitioning from basic to alternate plumage. The similarities between these two 
encounters seem difficult to ignore. In fact, these might not be the only instances 
of ptarmigan reaching the area because, as Hough later indicated in a letter to C. 
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Hart Merriam, local lumbermen had seen ‘white partridges’ which he presumed 
were also ptarmigan. A number of specimens originally belonging to Hough 
were incorporated into Elon Howard Eaton’s collection housed at the NY State 
Museum, Albany, NY. There is no mention of receiving a ptarmigan in Eaton’s 
inventory; however, a number of the Hough items were later listed as ‘damaged, 
discarded’ (per Jeremy Kirchman). 

Fea's Petrel {Pterodroma feae) 

2014-48-A/B One, at sea over the outer Hudson Canyon (39° 24’ 36” N, 72° 10’ 
0.011” W), Pelagic, 12 Aug 2014 (Doug Gochfeld, Sean Sime; ph D. Gochfeld, 
S. Sime) 

Just before 8 AM on 12 Aug 2014, an already successful overnight pelagic trip 
out of Freeport, Nassau, organized by See Life Paulagics, jumped to the next 
level when a Pterodroma petrel belonging to the feae-complex flew by the 
mostly-stunned observers. The encounter lasted about a minute, but dozens of 
photos were taken, some of them of excellent quality. Both the field 
observations and the photographs leave no doubt that this was a member of the 
feae-complex, but separation of the various taxa within the multi-species 
complex is notoriously difficult (Robb et al. 2008; Flood et al. 2013). Most 
authorities recognize the ‘Teae-complex” as comprising three taxa, which the 
current American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) treats as two species: Fea’s 
Petrel (P. feae) and Zino’s Petrel (P. madeira). Fea’s Petrel is considered 
polytypic with two subspecies: nominate Cape Verde Petrel (P. feae feae) and 
Desertas Petrel (P. feae deserta). Some authorities consider each to be a full 
species, but this is not universally accepted. Only recently has the AOU 
accepted Fea’s and Zino’s as more than ‘hypothetical’ (see Hess 2008). 
Regardless, all of the feae-complex are rare in terms of the number of 
individuals, with some estimates pegging the combined world population at only 
3,000 birds! More specifically, P. f. feae, breeding on multiple islands within the 
Cape Verde archipelago, is the most numerous, followed by P. f. deserta with 
150-200 pairs, breeding only on Bugio in the Desertas Islands. Lastly, Zino’s 
Petrel (P. madeira) has a population of only ~65-85 pairs that nest on the 
volcanic summit of Madeira. Specific field identification of birds within the 
complex, especially away from breeding islands, is fraught with difficulty, as 
most of the differentiating characteristics are subtle and have some overlap 
across the three taxa. 

Despite the large number of observers and photographers onboard that day, 
only two reports were provided to the Committee. Fortunately, these included a 
full suite of photographs showing the bird from various angles. Additionally, the 
reports provided helpful discussion of the identification, and most importantly, 
laid out the arguments for why the bird could be identified as a Fea’s rather than 
the very similar Zino’s Petrel. The chief differences between these two species 
are the overall structure, bill size and shape, and the amount of white showing 
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on the primary and secondary coverts of the underwing. The literature indicates 
that molt timing can also be useful, although this is less helpful for birds in 
August. The submitted photographs allowed for critical assessment of all of 
these features. Images showed a relatively long and heavy bill, with an obvious 
and reasonably steep notch between the nasal tube and the bulbous tip. As a 
stand-alone feature, the shape of the bill was contraindicative of Zino’s. The 
underwing coverts showed some restricted white, but again this was outside the 
range for most Zino’s Petrels but well within the normal range for Fea’s Petrel 
(more so for those from Desertas, apparently). The color of the underwing 
coverts alone did not rule out Zino’s, but was clearly supportive of Fea’s. 
Likewise, the thick-bodied, long-winged appearance seemed very typical of 
Fea’s, lacking the short, thick neck and comparatively small head appearance of 
Zino’s. The Committee was unable to make any recommendation as to which 
population of Fea’s this bird could be referred to. Although identification criteria 
are being developed, any differences are subtle, and the extent of individual 
variation is not well enough understood. With the photographs safely archived, 
this could be revisited in the future. 

The Committee’s deliberations were centered on the photographic evidence, 
supplemented by written descriptions, and ultimately the members voted to 
accept this as a Fea’s Petrel, excluding Zino’s Petrel. It is important to point out 
that in 2012 Anthony Collerton and charter skipper Max Kramer encountered a 
Pterodroma belonging to the feae-complex just a few miles southeast of 
Montauk Point, Suffolk Co. As is typical of these enigmatic seabirds, this earlier 
sighting also involved a very brief flyby, and thankfully a handful of 
photographs were secured. After extensive review, the earlier sighting was 
accepted as a Fea’s/Zino’s Petrel (NYSARC 2012-35-A), with the Committee 
concluding that the photographs that showed the bird already moving away were 
not sufficient to firmly distinguish between these two species. The 2014 sighting 
from the Hudson Canyon described here therefore replaces this dual species 
entry on the NYS Checklist without changing the total number of species. 

Couch’s Kingbird (Tyrannus couchii ) 

2014-62-A/N One, West Village, New York, New York, 23 Dec 2014-3 Jan 
2015 (Zack Winestine, Joanne Pawlowski, Richard Guthrie, Angus Wilson, 
Jamie Koufnan, Thomas W. Burke, Doug Gochfeld, Shawn Billerman, Arie 
Gilbert; ph or video Z. Winestine, R. Guthrie, Phil Uruburu, Ardith Bondi, J. 
Koufnan, Cathy Weiner, Gail Benson, Lloyd Spitalnik, Pat Dubren, D. 
Gochfeld; audio Klemens Gasser) 

Joanne Pawlowski glimpsed this kingbird several times near her lower 
Manhattan apartment in the two months leading up to the Christmas holidays 
and recognized it as something unusual. On 23 Dec 2014, her husband, Zack 
Winestine, managed to study it more closely and suspected it might be a 
Western Kingbird (T. verticalis) based on likelihood. On Christmas Day 
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Winestine obtained photographs, which he shared with Gabriel Willow, who 
concluded that it was most likely either a Tropical (T. melancholicus) or 
Couch’s (T. couchii) Kingbird. Winestine’s impression of the bird’s 
vocalizations seemed a better fit for Couch’s. This prompted Willow to post the 
location details to a local listserve, and the news was further disseminated by 
Andrew Baksh. Many birders were onsite the next morning and soon refound 
the bird, which was extensively photographed. Vocalizations were also heard, 
confirming the identification as a Couch’s Kingbird. Although the kingbird was 
seen at multiple locations, it favored a tiny green space (known locally as a 
‘vestpocket park’, on account of being even smaller than a ‘pocket’ or ‘micro’ 
park), featuring several deciduous trees, ornamental shrubs, and a fountain. The 
kingbird also frequented surrounding apartment buildings, using balconies and 
fire escapes as perches from which to sally after flying insects. 

Couch’s Kingbird has been on the radar as a possible vagrant to New York 
for some time, although the reasoning for this prediction has not been clearly 
articulated. Compared to Tropical Kingbird, Couch’s has a rather restricted 
range, namely the eastern slope of Mexico from the Texas border down to the 
Yucatan Peninsula, including Belize and Guatamala (Brush 1999). While some 
authors considered it to be essentially non-migratory, Howell describes it as 
partially migratory, retreating from the northern end of the range, especially 
Texas and higher elevations in Mexico, during the winter (Howell and Webb 
1995). However, there are a scattering of extralimital records, including a few to 
New Mexico and northern Texas, as well as California, Alabama, Arkansas, 
Louisiana and Florida. Most relevant to the NY sighting, there are accepted 
records from Michigan (Tawas Point State Park, Iosco Co., 26-28 May 2007; 
Putnam 2010), Maryland (eBird 11-24 Nov 2014), Massachusetts (Plum Island, 
7 Sep 2001; Rines 2002) and Nova Scotia (16 Oct 1997; Field Notes 52:23). 
There are also a few Tropical/Couch’s extralimital records where the 
identification to species level remains uncertain. The exact date for when 
Pawlowski first noticed the kingbird is uncertain but was probably at the 
beginning of November and thus close to the discovery of the Maryland bird. 
Seen by hundreds of birders and local residents, the kingbird was last reported 
on 9 Jan 2015 after a series of very cold nights. 

The kingbird was extensively photographed and a number of video 
recordings were made. These show the bright sulfur yellow underparts, white 
throat, greenish wash across the upper breast and greener back. The tail was 
brown and noticeably forked, unlike the tail of Western Kingbird, which is 
square-tipped and black with white outer edges. Although broad, the bill was not 
as long as would be expected for the very similar looking Tropical Kingbird, and 
the sharp call note was very different from the noisy drawn out twittering calls 
of Tropical. Careful study of feather wear indicates an adult, although there were 
competing opinions as to whether it was a male or female as judged by the shape 
of the primary tips. Even after review by Peter Pyle of specimens at the Museum 
of Vertebrate Zoology at UC Berkeley, this remains ambiguous. 
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Tropical Kingbird seems more prone to vagrancy than Couch’s, occurring 
regularly up the west coast of North America as far as British Columbia and 
with a broad scattering of records across the Great Plains (MO, IL), the Great 
Lakes (PA, MI and ON), the Northeast (three times to MA, ME, and QC), the 
Atlantic coastal states (MD, DE, GA and NC) and even the oceanic island of 
Bermuda. In purely statistical terms, Tropical Kingbird is the more likely 
possibility but so far has not been found in NYS. For further discussion of 
Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird vagrancy into North America, see Mlodinow 1998. 
Prior to the Manhattan bird, our closest brush with this species was the apparent 
Couch’s x Scissor-tailed Flycatcher hybrid (NYSARC 2003-60-A), extensively 
photographed near Geneseo in Livingston County in November 2003 
(McGowan and Spahn 2004). 

Kirtland's Warbler (Setophaga kirtlandii) 

2014-19-A/F One, Hamlin Beach State Park, Hamlin, Monroe, 1 Jun 2015 
(William Watson, Kimberly Sucy, Dominic Sherony, Glenn Miller, Patricia 
Martin, Andy Guthrie; ph K. Sucy, D. Sherony, G. Miller, A. Guthrie) 

This singing male Kirtland’s Warbler was amply documented with many 
photographs and several written descriptions. The original finder, Andy Guthrie, 
first noticed it’s emphatic song as he pulled into the State Park ahead of a pre¬ 
arranged meeting with other birders. Aware of this species as a potential spring 
vagrant, he had deliberately familiarized himself with the song and recognized it 
almost immediately. Once he had visual confirmation and had captured a few 
photographs, Guthrie called other birders, including Jim Pawlicki, who promptly 
forwarded the news to the Genesee Birds listserve. These timely postings, 
additional phone calls, tweets, and repostings, brought numerous observers to 
the park within hours, and the warbler was followed off-and-on throughout the 
day. Unfortunately, most of the new migrants departed the area that night, 
including the Kirtland’s Warbler, which was not seen again. 

The Committee found no concerns about the identification, based on the 
many excellent photographs. The late spring date fits with the expectation for 
birds returning from their wintering grounds to the main stronghold in northern 
Michigan or satellite colonies, including those in Ontario, north of Lake Ontario. 
Interestingly, the Hamlin sighting was delayed compared to scattered sites in 
Ontario, where several migrants were discovered during a four-day window 
between 10 and 13 May (Burrell and Charlton 2016). 

With a world population of no more than 5,000 individuals and with limited 
breeding and wintering ranges, Kirtland’s Warbler is classified as ‘Near- 
Threatened’ (BirdLife International 2017). At its lowest point, a comprehensive 
census found only 432 singing males (Mayfield 1953), prompting an intensive 
program of conservation efforts led by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that 
began in the late 1980s and continue to this day. These active measures include 
the creation of appropriate nesting habitat and control of the brood-parasite, 
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Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater). This has resulted in the steady growth 
of the core population nesting in extensive stands of jack pine re-growth forest 
in Michigan’s Au Sable River drainage and in the establishment of new colonies 
elsewhere in Michigan, Wisconsin and Ontario. With increased numbers, the 
likelihood of birds being encountered on migration either traveling from or to 
the wintering grounds in the Bahamas should increase. The Hamlin bird was 
presumably one such example, deviating only slightly from a straight line path 
between Michigan and the Bahamian wintering grounds. 

As noted in the 2010 Annual Report, there were a handful of historical 
reports of Kirtland’s Warbler from western New York, spanning the years 1918 
to 1943 (Taylor 1985), that for unknown reasons have disappeared from the 
more recent literature. Perhaps these reports faced skepticism in the absence of 
specimen evidence and increasing scarcity of the species. Now, with the benefit 
of hindsight, these old reports, along with the single-observer sighting on 18 
May 2010 some 70 miles to the west of Hamlin along the lakeshore (NYSARC 
2010-45-A), seem more credible. Regardless, the good news is that Kirtland’s 
Warbler now takes a firm place on the Checklist of the Birds of New York State. 
If the population growth continues, there is a good chance that this beautiful 
warbler will become an annual visitor to NYS, and perhaps ultimately a 
breeding species. 


2013 REPORTS ACCEPTED 

Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacro corax brasilianus ) 

2013-91-A One, Hamlin Beach State Park, Hamlin, Monroe, 14 Aug 2013 
(Andy Guthrie; ph A. Guthrie) 

Without supporting photographs, acceptance of this flyby seen by a single 
observer would have been problematic. The photographs show a smaller 
cormorant traveling with a flock of Double-crested Cormorants (Phalacrocorax 
auritus ) and they document the difference in the relative length of the tail 
compared to the body, the more compact profile, slimmer and shorter neck and, 
most importantly, key details of the head, including the feathered area above the 
lores. Kudos to the observer, Andy Guthrie, for having his camera ready whilst 
lake watching and for managing to capture these essential shots. 

Neotropic Cormorants are becoming more widespread in the southern 
states, including Arizona, Texas and Louisiana, and there is an emerging pattern 
of regular dispersal up the Mississippi Valley into the center of the continent. 
Neotropic Cormorants now breed regularly in Oklahoma and sometimes as far 
north as Illinois, Indiana and Michigan. There are now several records from 
Ontario associated with the Great Lakes (Crins 2006, Tozer and Milsom 2006). 
Ohio’s first was recorded in Sandusky in April 2014 at the mouth of a river 
flowing into the western end of Lake Erie, and there have now been multiple 
sightings on the US and Canadian sides of the lake. Thus, the fact that this first 
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sighting comes from western NYS rather than coastal areas makes sense despite 
the very large numbers of cormorants that migrate up and down the Atlantic 
coast. That said, the first for New Jersey was found on a lake in Clinton, 
Hunterdon Co. in early April 2014 and stayed into the summer, likely returning 
the following year (Brown et al. 2015). Thus, Neotropic Cormorant could occur 
anywhere in the state. Since the Hamlin record, there have been additional 
sightings of Neotropic Cormorants in western NYS (Chautauqua and Erie Co., 
pending NYSARC review). It is likely there will be more, and observers are 
encouraged to pay close attention to cormorants, making every effort to 
photograph any birds that appear slightly smaller than Double-crested 
Cormorants. 

Elegant Tern (Thalasseus elegans ) 

2013-55-A/F One first-summer/second-cycle, Cupsogue Beach County Park, 
Suffolk, 3, 7 July (Andy Guthrie, Brendan Fogarty; ph A. Guthrie, B. Fogarty); 
Tiana Beach Recreation Area, Suffolk, 4-6 July (Brett Glietsmann, Angus 
Wilson, Thomas W. Burke, Arie Gilbert; ph B. Glietsmann, A. Wilson, T. W. 
Burke, Gail Benson) 

On 28 June 2013, Arie Gilbert posted a message to the NYSBirds listserv 
describing a medium-sized orange-billed tern that he and others observed the 
day before on the flats at Cupsogue Beach County Park. In his message he 
described an orange-billed tern with a bill that appeared “ long and orange ” and 
“not quite right ” for a Royal Tern. Gilbert considered Elegant Tern as a 
possibility, but unfortunately the views did not allow for a positive 
identification. No further sightings of the mystery bird were made until the 
afternoon of 3 July when Andy Guthrie, Andrew Baksh, and Michael Scheibel, 
who had just finished observing a continuing Red-necked Stint ( Calidris 
ruficollis ) on the Cupsogue flats, photographed an orange-billed tern that they 
cautiously identified as a first-summer Elegant Tern. The next day, after 
unsuccessfully searching for the tern at Cupsogue, Brett Glietsmann 
photographed what was almost certainly the same individual approximately 11 
miles further east at the Tiana Beach Recreation Area. He spread the word, and 
the tern was studied and photographed by many observers over the next two 
days, with the last reported sighting occurring back at Cupsogue on 7 Jul. 

A total of six reports were received by the Committee, nearly all of 
which contained photographs illustrating the Elegant Tern’s smaller body size, 
thinner and slightly down-curved bright orange bill, longer crest, and extensive 
black mask, features that easily separated this Pacific coast species from the 
larger Royal Terns. The combination of these features also helped distinguish it 
from the pale-billed ‘Cayenne’ subspecies of Sandwich Tern ( Thalasseus 
sandvicensis eurygnatha ), which has been previously documented on Long 
Island (NYSARC 2000-33-A/B), as well as the similar Mediterranean 
subspecies of Lesser Crested Tern ( T. bengalensis emigrata ), an old world taxon 
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many consider as a potential vagrant to the Atlantic coast of North America. The 
combination of darker secondaries and primary coverts, the presence of gray 
spots on the tail and the winter-like crown were consistent with lst-summer 
plumage transitioning to 2nd winter. The fact that the inner primaries and outer 
secondaries were already replaced might suggest that molt had been suspended 
during early summer. 

Elegant Tern is found primarily along the west coast of North, Central and 
South America. The core range is from Southern California through Baja 
California to Nayarit in Mexico. Some 90-99% of the world population nest on 
Isla Rasa in the Gulf of California, and they occasionally wander north to 
Oregon and even British Columbia. After the breeding season the species 
exhibits an odd migratory pattern, first moving north up along the coast of 
California (Jun-Sep) and then back southward, wandering south as far as central 
Chile. Vagrants have been recorded on several Pacific Islands and, more 
surprisingly, a remarkable slew of 20+ records come from Western Europe 
(France [several], Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland [several], Spain, 
Belgium, England, Germany, and Denmark) as well as the Canary Islands and 
South Africa. 

Starting in the late 1990s, sightings of Elegant Terns along the Gulf and 
Atlantic coasts have steadily increased, especially in Florida, where the species 
has been documented hybridizing with ‘Cabot’s’ Sandwich Terns ( T. s. 
acuflavidus ) (Paul et al. 2003, Shoch and Howell 2013). Mixed pairings are also 
known from California (Collins 1997) and from Baja Sur, Mexico (Velarde and 
Rojo 2012). There’s evidence that some hybrids are fertile, emphasizing the 
surprisingly close affinities of Elegant, Sandwich and Cabot’s Terns (Bridge et 
al. 2005). Sometimes FI hybrids show limited black flecking in the bill, which 
was not evident on the NYS bird, and slightly reduced size compared to pure 
Elegant Terns, which would be very hard to assess in this context. Although the 
Committee found no evidence for a hybrid, these concerns underscore the 
importance of thorough documentation of any out-of-range sightings of orange¬ 
billed Thalasseus terns. Some of the European sightings have involved hybrids, 
and their identification has been quite controversial. However, at least three 
examples have been confirmed as Elegant Terns using molecular approaches 
(Dufour et al. 2016). 

The Long Island Elegant Tern represents the first record for New York and 
follows closely on New Jersey’s first record that occurred within sight of 
NYS, a “subadult/non-breeding adult” present at Sandy Hook, Monmouth 
County from 2-22 Sep 2012 (Boyle et al. 2013). 

Submitted on behalf of the New York State Avian Records Committee: 

Angus Wilson (Past Chair), Gary Chapin (Secretary), Thomas W. Burke, Willie 

D’Anna (Chair), Doug Gochfeld, Andrew Guthrie, James Pawlicki, and 
Christopher L. Wood 
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REGION 1 - NIAGARA FRONTIER 


Mike Morgante 

6405 Woodberry Court, East Amherst, NY 14051 
morgm@roadrunner.com 


The summer of 2016 experienced drought conditions that lowered creeks and 
streams and negatively affected agriculture. A dry spring continued into June. 
The mean temperature was 67.6° F, 1.3° above average. Rain was sparse, with a 
total of 1.31" at the Buffalo airport, 2.35" below average. July was hot and dry, 
with an average temperature of 74.1°, 3.0° above normal. Rainfall at Buffalo 
was 1.80", 1.43" below average. It was the warmest August on record, with the 
mean temperature at 75.6°, 6.0° above normal. There was 4.17” " of rain, 0.91" 
above average, which came mostly in the form of thunderstorms late in the 
month to break the drought temporarily. Weather data is excerpted from 
National Weather Service Monthly Weather Summary for Buffalo. 

I did not find many comments regarding the impact on the breeding season 
from the unusually hot and dry weather. The uncommon and/or declining 
breeding species typically tracked in this summer season report were again 
mostly found in their previously documented breeding areas. 

Steve Dowlan submitted photos of two adult Sandhill Cranes with a colt 
to eBird in August with a note that they had been seen at the location in 
Kiantone for at least one month. This provides new breeding evidence for 
Region 1. It is suspected that cranes bred in the Oak Orchard WMA and/or 
Iroquois NWR areas again, with sightings of adults through the summer. Two 
summer sightings of one adult in Clarence warrant watching next summer. 

Black Vultures remained throughout the summer in Lewiston, consistent 
with recent summers, while summer sightings in Genesee and Erie counties may 
have been wanderers from this group, if not evidence of expansion. Upland 
Sandpipers were again in Java, Tillman Road WMA, and Shelby. Common 
Nighthawk reports from Buffalo and Jamestown in June were more likely 
possible breeders than migrants, as these are the only remaining locations with 
recent breeding evidence. Merlins continue to increase in summer to the point 
that not all sightings can be included here. Those in June and July are more 
indicative of breeding. An Olive-sided Flycatcher at Keeney Swamp SF in 
early July occurred at a date suggestive of possible breeding. A Fish Crow in 
Niagara Falls provided a rare summer record, although proof of breeding is still 
lacking for Region 1. Sedge Wrens were at Joseph Davis SP and Conewango 
Swamp WMA. Prothonotary Warbler was only found at Tonawanda WMA. 
Clay-colored Sparrows continued at Lakeside Beach SP and Krull Park in 
Olcott. 

Jacqueline Walters and Connie Adams were conducting colonial waterbird 
monitoring in Buffalo Harbor for NYSDEC when they came across a female 
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Common Eider. The bird remained for several weeks but was not always 
accommodating, as it was believed to be making foraging trips out to Lake Erie. 
This was the first Regional record for summer and sixth overall. Two Harlequin 
Ducks lingered at Niagara Falls into early June; this marks the second straight 
summer with report of this species. A few summering diving ducks were 
reported from the Great Lakes, Niagara River, and Batavia WWTP. An Eared 
Grebe continued from the 31 May finding at Batavia WWTP, with a second that 
joined in early August; a nearly annual summer occurrence at this location. 

Annie Wilcox-Swanson was assigned to check on a report to NYSDEC of 
an unusual heron hanging around an Eden yard which turned out be a Wood 
Stork. The bird was present throughout the day of 26 August and reportedly 
roosted that night and departed the next morning. This was the third record for 
the Region. 

Just as rare was the Region’s third White Ibis found by Matt Nusstein at 
Evangola SP on 15 July. Many birders trekked to see this rarity before it 
departed later in the day. What was very likely the same bird was found by Chris 
Kundl three days later at Gratwick Park in North Tonawanda. 

The shorebird highlight was a banded Piping Plover discovered by Sue 
Barth at Woodlawn Beach SP 15-16 August. Following up on the band revealed 
the bird was hatched and banded at Wassaga Beach, Ontario on Georgian Bay in 
June. Fifteen American Avocets were sighted at Dunkirk Harbor along with 
two other reports in July at this location. The summer’s lone Willet report was 
from Dunkirk Harbor in July as well. Joe Mitchell found a Red Knot in Buffalo 
Harbor on 29 August; records of this declining species have become scarce. A 
Red-necked Phalarope at Buffalo Harbor in August rounds out the summer 
shorebird highlights. 

During a trip back home to Buffalo area, Jim Pawlicki found and 
photographed a Long-tailed Jaeger from the tower at Erie Basin Marina on 21 
August. This marks the fifth Regional record and also the second in three years 
that Jim documented. Willie D’Anna had a jaeger on Lake Ontario from Fort 
Niagara SP that was either a Long-tailed or Parasitic on 30 August. Immature 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls continue to be found in summer with increased 
regularity. 

The southbound warbler migration included a Golden-winged Warbler at 
Buckhorn Island SP and a record early Palm Warbler on 22 August at Fort 
Niagara SP. A Louisiana Waterthrush documented at Amherst SP on 6 August 
by Jim Sawusch was a rare “fall” migrant record of this species for the Region. 

Last but not least was an unexpected sighting of a young male Summer 
Tanager at Point Gratiot in July. Stuart Mackenzie initially heard the tanager 
“churupping”; this provides the first summer record of this species. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

A1SP - Allegany SP, CATT; AmSP - Amherst SP, ERIE; BMAC - Beaver 
Meadow Audubon Center, WYOM; BufH - Buffalo Harbor, ERIE; BuSP - 
Buckhorn I SP, ERIE; BWWTP - Batavia Waste Water Treatment Plant, 
GENE; ChauL - Chautauqua L, CHAU; CSWMA - Conewango Swamp WMA, 
CATT; DH - Dunkirk Harbor, CHAU; EvSP - Evangola SP, ERIE; FLC - 
Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, ERIE; FNSP - Fort Niagara SP, NIAG; INWR 
- Iroquois NWR, GENE/ORLE; JDSP - Joseph Davis SP, NIAG; LBSP - 
Lakeside Beach SP, ORLE; NF - Niagara Falls, NIAG; NFSP - Niagara Falls 
SP, NIAG; NR - Niagara R; OOWMA - Oak Orchard WMA, ORLE/GENE; 
PB - Point Breeze, ORLE; PG - Point Gratiot, CHAU; SPWS - Sinking Ponds 
Wildlife Sanctuary, ERIE; TBNP - Times Beach NP, ERIE; Tifft NP - Tifft 
Nature Preserve, Buffalo ERIE; TRWMA - Tillman Road WMA, ERIE; 
TWMA - Tonawanda WMA, GENE/NIAG; WFWMA - Watts Flats WMA, 
CHAU; WoBSP - Woodlawn Beach SP, ERIE. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Mute Swan: N Harmony CHAU 18 Jul; 
Buffalo NR 25 Aug; only reports away from L 
Ontario shore. 

Wood Duck: max 78 Tifft NP 7 Aug; 76 
BWWTP 12 Aug. 

Gad wall: max 8, 11 BWWTP 5 Jun, 1 Jul; 5 
BufH 21 Aug. 

Am. Wigeon: 3 INWR 2 Jun; 2 BWWTP 18 
Jun; max 9 BWWTP 27 Aug. 

Blue-winged Teal: ad + 6 yg OOWMA 9 Jul; 
New Albion L CATT 10 Aug; arr 12 BufH 15 
Aug; max 95 BWWTP 27 Aug (GL, EG). 

N. Shoveler: 2, 3, max 10 BWWTP 12 Jun, 10 
Jul, 27 Aug; INWR 4 Jul. 

N. Pintail: INWR 30 Jul (CM), only report. 
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Green-winged Teal: 6, max 10 INWR 10, 12 
Jul; 7 BWWTP 17 Jul. 

Redhead: BWWTP 5 Jun - 13 Aug; Tifft NP 8 
Jun - 17 Jul; 3 Ellery ChauL 10 Jun (GV); max 
8 INWR 11 Jun (AG); Buffalo NR 12 Jun; NF 
26 Jun. 

Ring-necked Duck: TWMA 19 Jun, 4 Jul (JiM, 
KS, BP, WD); DH 30 Jul -25 Aug (JG, GV); 
only reports. 

Greater Scaup: BWWTP 27 Aug (GL, EG), 
only report. 

Lesser Scaup: 4, 1 BWWTP 10-12 Jun, 29 Jun; 
BWWTP 1, 26 Jul, 11 Aug; only reports. 
COMMON EIDER: BufH 3-21 Aug (JW ph., 
CA, mob), unexpected, 1 st summer and 6 th Reg 
record. 
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HARLEQUIN DUCK (Rl): 2 NFSP 2 Jun 
(CK), continued from spring; second 
consecutive summer with NF record. 
Bufflehead: N Collins ERIE 10 Aug (JPa, 

JoM), only report. 

Com. Goldeneye: NFSP 9 Jul (JB), only report. 
Com. Merganser: max 27 Sheridan CHAU 18 
Jul; 16 DH 31 Jul; 25 Wilson NIAG 15 Aug. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Ellery ChauL 11 
Jun; DH 25 Jun; only reports. 

Ruddy Duck: 23, 22, 25 BWWTP 7 Jun, 24 
Jul, 23 Aug, regular location in summer. 

Com. Loon: A1SP 1 Jun (AS, AM); max 3 
Mayville ChauL 22 Jul (TL); Clarence ERIE 13 
Aug; Wilson NIAG 14,17 Aug; FNSP 30 Aug. 
Eared Grebe: 1, 2 BWWTP 1 Jun -7 Aug, 8 
Aug thru (mob); annual location in late 
summer-fall. 

WOOD STORK: Eden ERIE 26 Aug (AWS), 
3 rd Reg record. 

Double-crested Cormorant: max 1500 BufH 6 
Aug. 

Am. Bittern: max 2,2, 2, 3 INWR 11,19 Jun, 
10 Jul, 14 Aug; Tifft NP 3 Aug. 

Least Bittern: 1-2 INWR 2 Jn - 10 Jul; not 
reported from other locations. 

Great Blue Heron: max 115 INWR 2 Jun. 
Great Egret: Portville ALLE 30 Jun; 29 NFSP; 
20 Jul; 35, 76 OOWMA 31 Jul, 19 Aug; max 
176 TWMA 18 Aug. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: 15 INWR, 26 
TWMA 18 Aug; uncommon away from NR. 
WHITE IBIS: EvSP 15 Jul (MN!, mob); 
Gratwick P NR NIAG 18 Jul (CK ph.), most 
likely same bird; 3 rd Reg record. 

Black Vulture: 3, 4, 2 Lewiston NIAG 3 Jun, 1 
Jul, 27 Aug, year round residents; Alexander 
GENE 11 Jul (ED!); WoBSP 12-19 Aug (SB, 
WD), 1 st summer record for ERIE. 

HAWKS-LARIDS 

Osprey: well reported from known breeding 
locations. 

Bald Eagle: well reported from known 
breeding locations; max 7 LBSP 7 Aug (DB). 
Broad-winged Hawk: Somerset NIAG 22 Aug 
(WD), fall migrants are uncommon here. 
Virginia Rail: 2,2 BWWTP 4, 26 Jun, 11 Aug; 
Fredonia CHAU 8, 11 Jun; 2 BMAC 15 Jun, 28 
Jul, 1 Aug; TBNP 26 Jun (SS); TRWMA 10 
Jul; Tifft NP 18 Jul; only reports away from 
INWR and vicinity. 

Sora: Jamestown CHAU 8 Jun; BWWTP 26 
Jun, 10,24 Jul; only reports. 
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Am. Coot: 17 INWR 25 Jun, only regular 
summer location. 

C. Gallinule: max 22 INWR 18 Aug. 

Sandhill Crane: 1, 1 Clarence ERIE 1 Jun, 14 
Aug (MM, KLL, RG), unexpected location; 2 
TWMA 6 Jun; 3,1 INWR 12 Jun, 30 Jul; 2, 3 
OOWMA 4, 9 Jul, 12 Aug, has bred at 
INWR/OOWMA in recent years; Kiantone 
CHAU 19 Aug (SD). 

Black-bellied Plover: arr DH 16 Aug; BuSP 18 
Aug; max 8, 5 Somerset NIAG 22, 23 Aug. 

Am. Golden-Plover: arr 2 Somerset NIAG, 
Carlton ORLE 23 Aug. 

Semipalmated Plover: last 5 INWR, LBSP 2 
Jun; arr Porter NIAG 15 Jul; 10 OOWMA 30 
Jul; max 18 Tifft NP 21 Aug. 

PIPING PLOVER: juv WoBSP 15-16 Aug 
(SB ph!, mob), banded in Wassaga Beach, 
Ontario in June; 5th Reg record in last 50 years. 
Killdeer: max 117 Grand I ERIE 21 Aug. 

Am. Avocet: arr 15, 1, 6 DH 14, 18, 25 Jul 
(GV); only reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: arr Birdsall ALLE, 
TRWMA, OOWMA 4 Jul; 11 LBSP 21 Jul; 
max 17 Lewiston NIAG 6 Aug. 

Greater Yellowlegs: last BWWTP 5 Jun 
(JoM!), late; arr BWWTP 1 Jul. 

Willet: arr DH 22 Jul (TL; GV); only report. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: arr BWWTP 1 Jul; max 45 
TWMA 25 Aug. 

LTpland Sandpiper: Medina ORLE 1 Jun 
(CM); 2 Java WYOM 17 Jun (TK); 1-4 
TRWMA 18 Jun-6 Aug, regular location. 
Ruddy Turnstone: arr 2 DH 22 Jul; 4 BufH 22 
Aug; 2 PB 26 Aug; only reports. 

Red Knot: BufH 29 Aug (JoM), only report; 
reports have become scarce. 

Sanderling: arr 3, 8 DH 14, 31 Aug; 11 
WoBSP 20 Aug; 3 BWWTP 20 Aug; 10 
Hanover CHAU 21 Aug; 2 PB 26 Aug. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 17 BWWTP 11 
Jun; last 2 LBSP 13 Jun; arr Porter NIAG 8 Jul; 
max 25 Pomfret CHAU 14 Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: last 2 Porter NIAG, 2 
INWR, LBSP 2 Jun; arr 3,40 LBSP 3,15 Jul. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: last LBSP 6, 9 Jun 
(DB); arr LBSP 22 Aug (DB); only reports. 
Baird’s Sandpiper: arr John White WMA 
GENE 12 Aug; WoBSP 15 Aug; OOWMA 19 
Aug; only reports. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 19 TWMA 11 Jul. 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr 3 TWMA 19, 25 Aug; 
WoBSP 28 Aug; LBSP 30, 31 Aug; Lewiston 
NIAG 31 Aug; only reports. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr OOWMA 9 Jul; 
max 4 INWR 12 Jul. 


The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 


Red-necked Phalarope: BufH 8 Aug (JPa), 
only report. 

LONG-TAILED JAEGER: BufH 21 Aug 
(JPa, ph!), 5 th Reg record. 

Parasitic/Long-tailed Jaeger: FNSP 30 Aug 
(WD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 5 Yates ORLE, BuSP 7 Jun; 
3 BufH 5 Jul; 3 Cold Spring CHAU 24 Jul 
(TL); max 42 BufH 21 Aug. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1,1, 3,1,1 NFSP 

30 Jun, 2, 8,24 Jul, 16 Aug (CK, WD); Porter 
NIAG 9 Jul (AG, BM); WoBSP 15-26 Aug; 
BufH 15 Aug; Hamburg ERIE 21 Aug; 
continued increase in sightings Jun-Jul. 

Great Black-backed Gull: 18 BufH 12 Jun, 
mostly immatures. 

Caspian Tern: max 40 N Harmony ChauL 30, 

31 Jul; 34 BufH 21 Aug. 

Black Tern: max 32, 36 INWR 2, 11 Jun. 

Com. Tern: max 300, 400, 300 BufH 12 Jun, 5 
Jul, 6 Aug; 90, 57 FNSP 9 Jul, 30 Aug. 
Forster’s Tern: no reports. 

PIGEONS-PARROTS 

Com. Nighthawk: Forestville CHAU 2 Jun; 
Buffalo ERIE 9 Jun; 2 Jamestown CHAU 12 
Jun; 2 Charlotte CHAU 16 Jun (GV); arr 2 
Shelby ORLE 23 Aug; max 4 Wellsville ALLE 
25 Aug. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: reported from 11 
locations; max 8 FNSP 27 Aug (WD). 

Merlin: Olean CATT 9 Jun; Birdsall ALLE 26 
Jun; Alfred ALLE 30 Jun; Buffalo ERIE 30 
Jun; reported from six loc in Jul and 16 loc in 
Aug. 

Peregrine Falcon: LockportNIAG 26 Jun; 
BWWTP 16 Jul; Shelby ORLE 30 Jul; only Jun 
& Jul reports away from known breeding areas; 
reported from seven loc in Aug. 

FLYCATCHERS-WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: 2 A1SP 3 Jun (RB); 
Keeney Swamp SF ALLE 4 Jul (GL, EG, JPo), 
date suggestive of possible breeding, 4 th Jul 
record; arr Dunkirk CHAU, AmSP 22 Aug; 
three other Aug reports. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr AmSP 18 Aug. 
Acadian Flycatcher: last 2 N Collins ERIE 10 
Aug. 

E. Kingbird: max 48, 21 DH 13, 17 Aug (GV, 
RS). 

Fish Crow: NF 24 Jun (CK, ph, audio); 
summer is rarest season. 

Purple Martin: 54 Medina ORLE 1 Jun; 96 
Bethany GENE 18 Jun; 76,193 INWR 28 Jun, 
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6 Jul; 90 Batavia GENE 6 Jul; max 1500 BuSP 
25 Aug (AH), coming to evening roost at Grass 
I. 

Tree Swallow: 120 BWWTP 23 Aug; max 140 
Bethany GENE 29 Aug. 

Bank Swallow: max 430 TWMA 18 Aug; 165 
BWWTP 23 Aug. 

Barn Swallow: max 4365 TWMA 18 Aug 
(JPa), estimated coming to evening roost in 
cattails; 125 BuSP 25 Aug; 210 Bethany GENE 
29 Aug. 

Sedge Wren: 1, 4, 1 JDSP 2, 3, 26 Jun (BP); 
CSWMA 20-22 Jun (TL); only reports. 
Swainson’s Thrush: last Wilson NIAG 3 Jun; 
A1SP 21 Jun; arr LBSP, AmSP 22 Aug. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Ovenbird: arr N Tonawanda NIAG 21 Aug. 
Louisana Waterthrush: reported from seven 
loc in Jun-Jul; last AmSP 6 Aug (JS ph!), rare 
fall migrant report, unusual location. 

N. Waterthrush: arr WoBSP 2 Aug. 
Golden-winged Warbler: BuSP 31 Aug (AH), 
only report. 

Black-and-white Warbler: 4 Amity ALLE, 3 
Angelica ALLE 26 Jun (AG); BMAC 17 Jul; 
arr WoBSP 15 Aug. 

Prothonotary Warbler: 2,4 TWMA 4, 11 
Jun; known breeding location. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr FNSP 22 Aug. 
Nashville Warbler: Alexander GENE 13 Jun; 
Ashford CATT 23 Aug; arr 2 FLC, Tifft NP 23 
Aug. 

Mourning Warbler: arr AmSP 22 Aug. 

Cape May Warbler: arr Wilson NIAG 9 Aug 
(WD, BP). 

Cerulean Warbler: 2 Somerset NIAG 7 Jun; 
max 3,4 INWR 21 Jun, 12 Jul; Elba GENE 28 
Jun. 

N. Parula: 2, 3 A1SP 3 Jun, 25-30 Jul; arr 
Niagara NIAG 31 Aug. 

Magnolia Warbler: arr AmSP 17 Aug. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr NFSP, Newfane 
NIAG 28 Aug. 

Blackburnian Warbler: arr TBNP 10 Aug. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: arr WoBSP 9 Aug. 
Blackpoll Warbler: arr WoBSP 16 Aug. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: last Amherst 
ERIE 11 Jun (BK); 3 E Otto CATT 7 Jul; arr 
TBNP 25 Aug. 

Palm Warbler: arr FNSP 22 Aug (KM), early. 
Pine Warbler: arr FNSP 27 Aug 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: arr FLC 18 Aug. 
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Prairie Warbler: reported in ALLE, CATT, 
CHAU in Jun & Jul. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: arr AmSP 22 
Aug. 

Canada Warbler: BMAC 4 Jun; 2-5 WFWMA 
10-29 Jun; 2 Portland CHAU 29 Jun; arr Tifft 
NP, Attica WYOM 17 Aug. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr FLC 24 Aug. 

TOWHEES-WEAVERS 

Clay-colored Sparrow: 1-2 OlcottNIAG 6 Jun 
- 2 Jul; LBSP 9 Jun (DB); documented at these 
sites in previous summers. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 3 Ashford CATT 1 Jun; 
Albion ORLE 1 Jun; Batavia GENE 7 Jun; only 
reports. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Lewiston NIAG 3 Jun; 
3 Middlebury WYOM 16 Jun; max 4, 6 


TRWMA 18 Jun, 2 Jul; 3 Dunkirk Airport 
CHAU 25 Jun; John White WMA GENE 17 
Jul; Shelby ORLE 20 Jul. 

White-throated Sparrow: last Wilson NIAG 1 
Jun; Charlotte CHAU 16 Jun (GV); INWR 16 
Jul (JB); last two locations unusual for dates. 
SUMMER TANAGER: PG 7 Jul (SM); first 
summer record for Reg. 

Bobolink: max 80 Attica WYOM 24 Aug 
(RR). 

Orchard Oriole: W Seneca ERIE 6 Jun; 
Bethany GENE 24 Jun; 3 Farnham ERIE 1 Jul; 
SPWS 3, 21 Jul; only locations away from 
NIAG; last LBSP 6 Aug. 

Baltimore Oriole: max 15 BuSP 19,25 Aug 
(AH). 

Pine Siskin: Wilson NIAG 1, 24 Jun; Ashford 
CATT 21 Jun; BMAC 12 Aug; only reports. 


REGION 2—GENESEE 
Robert Spahn 

716 High Tower Way, Webster, NY 14580 
rspahn@prodigy.net 


The summer of 2016 was hot and dry, with drought deepening to severe drought 
through the season. It seemed like most of the season there was threat of rain, 
with storms approaching from the Midwest splitting just west of us to pass north 
over or north of Lake Ontario, or south well below the NY Thruway and then off 
to our east. The summer ended with temperatures averaging 4.0° F above normal 
and rainfall 4.10" below normal. Turning to the individual months, June 
temperatures averaged 67.5°, 1.3° above normal, with four 90° days and 16 days 
above 80°. Rainfall totaled 0.91", 2.43" below normal, with the only significant 
rain 0.49" on the 2 nd . Lake Ontario remained cool, rising to 71° only on the last 
day of the month. July was hot and dry, with temperatures averaging 74.8°, 4.0° 
above normal, and precipitation totaling 1.22" was 2.11" below normal. It was 
the seventh warmest July on record but with no record highs. Add nine more 90° 
days, and note that half the rainfall total fell on the 7 th -8 th Finally, August was 
the warmest on record for that month and the second warmest month on record 
for Rochester. Still it was not a month of extremes, just consistent hot days and 
warm nights. One record high was tied on the 12 th and record high lows 
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occurred on the 12 th and 13 th . Also, ten 90° days is third on the all-time list and 
29 days > 80° set a new record. Temperatures averaged 75.9°, 6.6° above 
normal. Precipitation at 3.91" was actually 0.44" above normal. It was the 
wettest month since September 2015 and the first above normal since May of 
this year. Nearly all of the rain fell in the second half of the month, with heavy 
rains in the last week bringing some local drought relief. There were no major 
pushes of migrants. 

In general, it was a good season for birders and likely a good breeding 
season for most species. Clearly the drought added stress on plants and on 
agriculture with passing time, and the good growing conditions early allowed an 
early first hay cutting, possibly negatively affecting grassland species. Dry 
conditions yet high Lake Ontario levels limited shorebird habitat. The lack of 
major fronts passing led to weak counts for migrants. Numbers of reports 
submitted were high, as indicated by approximately 20,690, 17,689, and 19,578 
eBird “records” for June, July, and August, respectively. The “approximately” is 
due to potential errors in my deletion of records from other Regions in shared 
counties from our Region 2 download and to differences in what one may define 
as a record. The download includes shared lists and different birders reporting 
the same bird at the same place and time on separate lists, maybe even labeling 
the site differently. Persons analyzing the data must study the raw data and 
handle such potential duplication as appropriate to the particular analysis. With 
good numbers of reports, we amassed good species counts, with 185 in June vs. 
a 10-year average of 179.9; 181 vs. 168.1 for July; and 198 vs. 191.0 for August. 

Once more, I will stick with my approach of looking at this season as 
really containing three different bird seasons—the end of spring migration, most 
of the breeding season, and the start of fall migration. The starting point is the 
smallest, the tail of spring migration extending into about half of June. Results 
for this part are strongly affected by both weather and the schedules of the local 
bird banding and hawk counting efforts. This year there was official banding 
only to 3 June and no official hawk count after May. Late migrant waterfowl 
were very scarce. Only a few puddle ducks that breed irregularly remained into 
June mainly in the NMWMA, where breeding is most likely. Diving ducks were 
scarcer yet, with only Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Long-tailed Duck, Common 
Goldeneye, and Red-breasted Merganser into June and Red-breasted Merganser 
on 25 June the only one into the second half of the month. The only late loon 
was Common Loon on 25 June. 

At the hawkwatch, diehard observers caught a late movement on 20 June 
that included: an adult Mississippi Kite, 170 Turkey Vultures, 11 Bald Eagles, 
and 212 Broad-winged Hawks. The usual late shorebird movement did not 
include any notable counts and only five species to June departure dates, with 
four of these at one site on 14 June—Ruddy Turnstone and Least, White- 
rumped, and Semipalmated Sandpipers. Similarly, there were no really good late 
counts of gulls and terns, though Caspian and Common Terns continued through 
most of the month and a lone Lesser Black-backed Gull was noted in Hamlin on 
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11 June. The usual Common Nighthawk passage early in the month was weak 
and only to 4 June. Among the passerines, there are a few species that typically 
continue migration well into June, some with peak banding numbers then. This 
year only relatively small numbers of Yellow-bellied and “Traill’s” Flycatchers 
were banded; no Gray-cheeked or Swainson’s Thrushes were caught; and only 
one Mourning, three Magnolia, three Blackpoll, one Canada, and two Wilson’s 
Warblers were banded among species not typically nesting nearby. A lone 
Lincoln’s Sparrow topped off the late migrant list. 

The breeding season is the most difficult to assess without some special 
efforts underway, like a breeding bird atlas. One must try to glean tidbits from 
limited data from MAPS projects, BBS routes, notes from a few observers, and 
from the general observations. Most of this is in the June and July data, though 
birds clearly breed far to either side of this period. There were no particularly 
strong negative events flagged other than the possible effects of early hay 
mowing. Starting with the waterbirds, we find reports relatively few, driven 
mostly by dried ponds and abundant vegetation making it hard to see into even 
wetland areas in the NMWMA. Trumpeter Swan breeding sites reported were 
again few. Our regular breeders: Canada Goose, Mute Swan, Wood Duck, Am. 
Black Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Hooded Merganser, and Common 
Merganser all seemed to do reasonably well, though Am. Black Duck and Blue¬ 
winged Teal numbers are low. Hooded Merganser broods are rarely reported, so 
a family on a pond in Bushnell’s Basin tracked by the Hallers was interesting. 
Rarer potential breeders reported from the NMWMA were Gadwall, Northern 
Shoveler, and Green-winged Teal. Double-crested Cormorant made the local 
newspapers with large numbers breeding on a small island in Irondequoit Bay. 
WAGs of 10,000 birds were tossed about. Great Egret was present all season, 
but no confirmed breeding was reported. 

Moving on, Black Vultures were reported from Letchworth State Park 
from 10-26 June; again no breeding evidence. Among the raptors, Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk was reported only from typical locales, Broad-winged Hawk 
reports from the hills were few, Merlin was noted in former breeding areas with 
no nesting confirmed, and the Rochester Peregrine Falcons fledged four young. 
Marsh bird reports were again mainly from the NMWMA. Sandhill Crane 
reports were from fewer sites than usual, with no notes confirming young in our 
Region, only suspicions. There was no input relative to our expected breeding 
shorebirds. Finally, Black Tern was again reported only from the NMWMA 
during the breeding season, with a maximum of 15 birds on 4 July. 

Among the passerine breeders there was little detail noted. Most families 
seemed to have a good season. The rarer species we track—Fish Crow, 
Prothonotary Warbler, Prairie Warbler, and Clay-colored Sparrow—were 
present long enough to suggest likely breeding success. Again, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Winter Wren, and Golden-crowned Kinglet were especially scarce in 
the breeding season in areas where breeding is expected. 
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In this section, we try also to pick up a few records for likely summering, 
wandering, or rarer individuals. An injured Snow Goose lingered in the Van 
Dyne Spoor area of the NMWMA until at least 13 July. Lots of Great Blue 
Herons, mostly young birds, gathered at the Shore Acres Ponds along the Lake 
Ontario Parkway in late August, with a maximum count of 84 on 23 August. A 
surprise was 32 Great Egrets visiting the Northrup Creek area on 28 July. Monk 
Parakeet showed up at Jim Kimball’s feeders in Geneseo on 29 June, a new 
site. A Canvasback was seen at the Sandhill Crane Unit of the NMWMA on 29 
July. Even stranger was a Common Goldeneye on 6 August at Hamlin Beach 
SP. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron was found and photographed by Cody 
Nichols near the MAC on 22 July. A subadult Laughing Gull was seen passing 
Hamlin Beach SP by Andy Guthrie on 28 July. A Swainson”s Thrush banded at 
BBBO on 17 July falls into this in-between gap. Interesting warblers included: 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler on 3 June in Northhampton Park, Palm Warbler on 21 
June at BBBO, and Yellow-throated Warbler photographed by Jim Kimball at 
Indian Fort Preserve, Geneseo, on 3 June. White-throated Sparrows were noted 
away from expected breeding areas on 17 and 29 June and 24 July. A feeder bird 
surprise for Sue Albright on 12 June was a male Yellow-headed Blackbird 
along Edgemere Drive in Greece. Pine Siskins showed up off and on at a few 
sites. 

Finally, we look at fall migration beginning with shorebirds arriving in late 
June. Generally, the start of fall migration was late and weak, probably mainly 
driven by the drought making it hard to find the shorebirds we first look for and 
a lack of fronts to push much of anything. 

The start of the fall waterfowl migration was slow, with most of the 
potential early arrivals in the NMWMA in late August and hard to separate 
certainly from breeding birds there. Diving ducks were mainly missing other 
than the surprise Common Goldeneye noted above and an early Red-breasted 
Merganser at Hamlin Beach SP on 7 August, both possibly summer visitants. 
Both regular loons were reported in late July, and Common Loon off and on 
through August. Red-necked Grebe again appeared in late July, with a few 
additional August reports, likely birds overshooting their molting area in NE 
Lake Huron. Large numbers of Double-crested Cormorant were seen at times, 
most probably foraging flocks out of Irondequoit Bay. Even with no concerted 
hawkwatch, observers caught a good movement on 5 August including: 61 
Turkey Vultures, 75 Bald Eagles, 75 Broad-winged Hawks, and 542 Red-tailed 
Hawks. After nesting, Sandhill Cranes can be hard to find, so it was interesting 
that 18 individuals were found on 18 and 22 August at the adjacent Marten Tract 
and Morgan Road Marsh areas in the NMWMA. 

Moving on to the eagerly awaited fall shorebirds, we ended up with 27 
species, though mostly in relatively small numbers, other than some good counts 
at the Morgan Road Marsh area. The late June start was only Lesser Yellowlegs 
on 27 June and Least Sandpiper on 30 June. There were twelve more new 
arrivals in July, including: Willet, Whimbrel, and a rare Marbled Godwit at 
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Hamlin Beach SP of 30 July. August brought eight more new species, including: 
another Willet; a Regional record high 14 Buff-breasted Sandpipers found in 
Hamlin on 21 August by Andy Guthrie, with many observers seeing good 
numbers in subsequent days; Long-billed Dowitcher; Wilson’s Phalarope; and 
passing Red-necked Phalarope. Among the higher counts were: 105 
Semipalmated Plovers, 170 Killdeer at the Buff-breasted Sandpiper site, 10 Stilt 
Sandpipers, 400 Least Sandpipers, 12 White-rumped Sandpipers, and 250 
Semipalmated Sandpipers. The fall movement of gulls and terns and allies was 
also off to a slow start. July brought a few Bonaparte’s Gulls and an influx of 
Caspian Terns and young, Common and Forster’s terns, and the now-expected 
few Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Jaegers were represented only by a 
Parasitic/Long-tailed individual passing Hamlin Beach on 22 August. Adding on 
the rest of the non-passerines, we had a start to the Common Nighthawk 
movement, with one on 15 August, small numbers scattered after that, and a 
maximum of 18 on 24 August. 

Among the passerine migrants, we got off to another slow start in both 
field observations and banding at BBBO. Yet all expected species were 
reported, including most of those whose early arrival dates are on the 
August/September border. Olive-sided Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
and Philadelphia Vireo arrived in August. There were some decent swallow 
congregations, though low by historical standards. There were some signs of a 
Red-breasted Nuthatch irruption, with individuals at feeders where normally 
infrequent and some good counts in parks. Winter Wren and Swainson’s Thrush 
were also reported by late August, though Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Gray¬ 
cheeked Thrush were not. In all, 26 species of warblers were noted. In July we 
had the unusual banding of Tennessee and Nashville and LOTS of Yellow 
Warblers. August brought the arrival of all the other species expected, with no 
really unusual species or dates. Other August surprises included a female 
Yellow-headed Blackbird seen and photographed at the outlet to Sodus Bay on 
21 August and a flyover White-winged Crossbill at Hamlin Beach SP on 5 
August. 

An added interesting event was a photo of an odd, substantially red bird 
appearing similar to a Flame-colored Tanager from a feeder in Dansville. 
Andrea Patterson pursued the case and found it to be due to plumage coloring 
caused by eating alien honeysuckle berries at just the right time during plumage 
development or molt. The bird was a Baltimore Oriole, and the phenomenon has 
been reported and studied; e.g., Tom Flinn, Jocelyn Hudon, and Dan Derbyshire, 
“When Baltimore Orioles Stop Being Orange,” Birding, September/October 
2007, pp. 62-68. Subsequently, many orioles were caught and banded at BBBO 
with variations of this effect. Photos, feather samples, and blood samples were 
taken for analysis and further study. 
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POINTS TO PONDER 


Jim Adams continued to remind me of a loss to our understanding of what is 
happening in the bird/birding world, as many only submit checklists to eBird 
and few provide personal communications with thoughts and anecdotes from 
their times out birding. Jim’s reports summarizing daily walks in Oatka Creek 
Park include information on timing of activity of various species and notes on 
how the weather and other happenings are affecting the park. Only a very few 
other regular reporters do this. More would be helpful. 

The slow month provides an opportunity to once more advocate for eBird 
as the best way to input and archive your records in a database from which 
interested people can download and analyze the data in many ways. eBird 
provides many tools to help in this and continues to add to these. However, this 
month’s data also provides reminders that such data cannot be simply dumped 
and played with statistically uncritically. The user should be sure to read the 
notes that accompany the tools and also to think about how the data is gathered 
and exactly how it can be analyzed. Examples of potential distortions include 
shared lists; e.g., a group of 19 birders out together and sharing a list of 28 
species shows as 19 x 28 = 542 records instead of the 28 records appropriate to 
most analyses; the issues around “aggregation” in comparing high counts; and 
how one treats daily submissions for likely the same bird(s) coming to a feeder 
or food source. Just a reminder to stop and think or to ask questions relative to 
conclusions based on such data. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Jim Adams, Janet Akin, Suzanne Albright, BBBO (Andrea Patterson), John 
Ballou, Ted Barnett, Jessie Barry, Jim Barry, Liz Barry, Sue Barth, Annelle 
Beall, Doug Beattie, Betty Beckham, Don Bemont, Linda Clark-Benedict & 
Steve Benedict, Mike Bergin, Lynn Bergmeyer, Barry Bermudez, John 
Boettcher, Terry Bohling, Lynn Braband, Joe Brin, Jean Bub, Robert Buckert, 
Sara Burch, Ken Burdick, Sebastiajn Cabanne, Bruce Cady, Corey Callaghan, 
Doug Cameron, Brad Carlson, Gary Chapin, Kelly Close, Sarah Compter, 
Andrew Consler, Kathleen Dalton, Doug Daniels, Willie D’Anna, Susan 
Danskin, Ian Davies, Tony Dawe, Todd Deininger, Steve Denning, Pat & Nora 
Devlin, Bob Dobson, Crystal Doyle, Kelly & Mark Fitzsimmons, George Ford, 
Drew Fowler, Kenny Frisch, Andy Garland, Nathan Goldberg, Sheryl 
Gracewski, Jay Greenberg, Kevin Griffith, Aidan & Devin Griffiths, Ralph & 
Georgia Guenther, Michael Gullo, Andrew Guthrie, Rich Guthrie, Ethan 
Gyllenhaal, Mike Habberfield, Helen & Chris Haller, Kim Hartquist, Peter 
Hawrylyshyn, Jim & Allison Healy, Sam Heinrich, Raul Heitman, Christina 
Hoh, Dick Horsey, Bill Howe, IBA Monitoring, Carolyn Jacobs, Nicholas 
Kachala, Logan Kahle, Laura Kammermeier, Tom Kerr, Jim Kimball, Kathy 
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Kirsch, J. Gary Kohlenberg, Elijah Kruger, Mile Laird, Chris Lajewski, Tom 
Lathrop, Leona Lauster, Dana LaVanture, Greg Lawrence, Alexander Lees, Tim 
Lenz, Joan & Vern Lindberg, Mark Lyons, Peggy Mabb, Mark & Mary 
Magistro, Cindy Marino, Pat Martin, Donna Mason-Spier, Lauri Mattie, Jacob 
McCartney, Kevin McGann, Jay McGowan, Perri McGowan, Bob McGuire, 
Matt Medler, Jim Miles, Adrielle Mitchell, Ann Mitchell, Celeste Morien, Brian 
& Brooke Morse, Nargila Moura, Allen Nash, Ann Nash, Cody Nichols, David 
Nicosia, Dan Niven, Dave Nutter, Rebecca Ott, Michael Palermo, Andrea 
Patterson, Jim Pawlicki, Glenn Perrigo, Scott Peterson, Norma Platt, Jon 
Podoliak, Jay Powell, Mike Powers, Bill Purcell, Carolyn Ragan, RBA Field 
Trips, Fernando Riera, Dave Robertson, Warren Rofe, Dick & Dorothy Rosche, 
Jesse Ross, Wade & Melissa Rowley, Jesse Rubenstein, Jennifer Rycenga, Ed 
Sailor, Jackie Salisbury, Robin Salsbury, Livia Santana, Michael Scheibel, 
Shirley Shaw, Dominic Sherony, Judy Slein, Tom & Pat Smith, Robert & Susan 
Spahn, Dave Spier, Chris Stanger, Joseph Stevenson, Allan Strong, Kim Sucy, 
Aerin Tadesco, Jim Tarolli, Steve Taylor, Mike & Joann Tetlow, Sarah Toner, 
John & Bonny VanDerMeid, Matthew Voelker, Brad Walker, Mike Wasilco, 
Ann Watson, Bridget Watts, Drew Weber, Dave Wheeler, Eileen & Tom 
Wheeler, Alex Wiebe, Angus Wilson, Joe Wing, Chris Wood, and many other 
casual eBird contributors. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

B - after a number of individuals indicates banded; BB - Braddock Bay, 
MONR; BBBO - Braddock Bay Bird Observatory, off Manitou Beach Rd, 
MONR; CLI - Conesus L Inlet, including WMA marshes, LIVI; Cuy - 
Cuylerville area, LIVI; DE - Durand-Eastman P, Rochester at Lake Ontario; G - 
Greece, MONR; H - T of Hamlin, MONR; HB - Hamlin Beach SP, MONR; 
HANA - High Acres Nature Area, T Perinton, MONR; IBO - Irondequoit Bay 
Outlet to Lake Ontario; ICW - Island Cottage Woods, T Greece, MONR; LSP - 
Letchworth SP; M - Manitou, MONR; MAC - Montezuma Audubon Center, T 
Savannah, WAYN; MP - Mendon Ponds P, MONR; NC - back end of Long Pd 
inland from Lake Ontario Parkway, T Greece; NMWMA - Northern 
Montezuma WMA, WAYN; OB - Ontario Beach, Charlotte, MONR; OCP - 
Oatka Creek P, MONR; PtB - Point Breeze ORLE; S - Savannah, WAYN; SPt 
- Sodus Point, WAYN; TCEA - Twin Cedars Environmental Area, Avon DEC, 
LIVI. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: last NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) 
1 Jun - 13 Jul (mopb), injured bird. 

Mute Swan: max 30 Buck Pond (Greece) 4 
Jun, nonbreeding. 

Trumpeter Swan: 1-4 four sites WAYN 5-17 
Jun; 1-90, Pittsford 10 Jul; Williamson WAYN 
28 Jul. 

Wood Duck: max 95 Conesus Inlet WMA 14 
Jun; 75 NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 13 
Aug. 

Gadwall: 3 NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) 27 
Jun; HB 30 Jul; 6 NMWMA (Morgan Rd 
Marshes) 13 Aug; scarce in summer. 

Am. Wigeon: HANA 24, 28 Jun (JRo, AT), 
unusual loc for date; arr 3 CLI 30 Aug. 

Am. Black Duck: monthly max - 2 in Jun, 1 
in Jul, & 6 in Aug, very low. 

Mallard: max 333 MAC 10 Jun, good count 
for date. 

Blue-winged Teal: 20 IBO 14 Aug, high for 
loc and date. 

N. Shoveler: 2 NMWMA (Sandhill Crane 
Unit) 29 Jul; 6 NMWMA (Sandhill Crane Unit) 
5 Aug; summer birds or early arr? 

N. Pintail: arr NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 
28 Aug (DNu, et ah), early. 

Green-winged Teal: max 8 NMWMA 
(Camcross Rd) 12 Aug, low. 

Canvasback: 3 NMWMA (Sandhill Crane 
Unit) 29 Jul, unusual loc for date. 

Redhead: last CL (Vitale P) 14 Jun TBo). 
Ring-necked Duck: last Hemlock Lake P 4 Jun 
(KS, MLy). 

Long-tailed Duck: last IBO 1 Jun (JMi). 

Com. Goldeneye: last SP 8 Jun (W&MR), late; 
HB 6 Aug (AGu), unusual loc for date. 

Hooded Merganser: f &7 yng Bushnell’s 
Basin 1-18 Jun (H&CH), rep of broods scarce. 
Com Merganser: 5 HB 28 Jul (AGu), scarce 
on Lake Ontario mid summer. 

Red-breasted Merganser: last HB 25 Jun 
(AGu), late; HB 7 Aug (AGu, WD), scarce in 
summer. 

Red-throated Loon: 2 HB 21 Jul (AGu), 
scarce in summer. 

Com. Loon: 2 HB 25 Jun (AGu); 1-3 HB 3,14, 
28, 29 Jul, 4 Aug (AGu, EG, GL), scarce in 
summer. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 28 NMWMA (Van 
Dyne Spoor) 14 Aug, good count. 

Red-necked Grebe: arr HB 28 Jul (AGu), 
early; 5 HB 6 Aug (AGu), early; 3 HB 7 Aug 
(AGu), early. 
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Double-crested Cormorant: 350 IBO 21 Aug 

(JiM, LM); 880 off OB 27 (EG, GL); WAG’s 
of 10,000 IB Aug, in local newspaper quoting 
nearby residents. 

Least Bittern: HANA 3-28 Jun (JRu, sev), 
unusual loc, breeding suspected in past. 

Great Blue Heron: max 84 Snore Acres 
MONR 23 Aug (EG, GL), many imm. 

Great Egret: max 32 Northrup Crk, T Hamlin 
28 Jul (ST, AGu, et al.) high for site; 26 
NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 13 Aug 
(JMcG), good count. 

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 

(R2): 1 NMWMA near MAC 22 Jul (CN, ph). 
BLACK VULTURE (R2): 2 Letchworth SPt 
10-26 Jun (EK, KS). 

Turkey Vulture: max 170 BB hawkwatch 20 
Jun (MT, DNi, ES); 61 BB hawkwatch 5 Aug 
(MT, ES). 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

MISSISSIPPI KITE: 1 ad BB hawkwatch 20 
Jun (MT, DNi). 

Osprey: HANA 19 Jun, interesting loc for date. 
Bald Eagle: 11 BB hawkwatch 20 Jun (MT, 
DNi, ES); 75 BB hawkwatch 5 Aug (MT, ES). 
N. Goshawk: no reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Huckleberry Swamp 
WAYN 3 Jun (JAk); Canadice Lake area 6 Jun, 
3 Jul; scarce. 

Broad-winged Hawk: 212 BB hawkwatch 20 
Jun (MT, DNi, ES); 75 BB hawkwatch 5 Aug 
(MT, ES). 

Red-tailed Hawk: max 542 BB hawkwatch 5 
Aug (MT, ES); few counts reported. 

Com. Gallinule: max 14 & 40 NMWMA 
(Sandhill Crane Unit) 9 & 14 Aug. 

Sandhill Crane: 2 Beechwoods SP WAYN 2 
Jun (JW); 2 Avon Rd near Rt 39 2 Jun (JK, ph); 
Beatty Pt., Greece 7 Jun (DH); max 18 
NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 14 Aug (RBA 
Field Trip); max 18 NMWMA (Marten Tract) 
22 Aug (KB); 2 ad Allen Hill Rd ONTA (KK), 
Taylor Marsh birds. 

Black-bellied Plover: arr CLI 16 Aug. 

Am. Golden-Plover: arr H (Church Rd) 18 
Aug. 

Semipalmated Plover: last Grovelnd Hill Pnd 
LIVI 9 Jun; arr 2 NMWMA (Colvin Marsh) 26 
Jul; max 105 NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 

11 Aug (DSh, RB). . 

Killdeer: 74 H (Church Rd) 21 Jul (AGu); max 
170 H (Church Rd) 21 Aug (PMar), high count. 
Solitary Sandpiper: arr 2 Hogan Pt, Greece 3 
Jul. 
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Greater Yellowlegs: arr IBO 6 Jul (JiM). 
Willet: Summerville Pier 25 Jul (MT, 4 other 
obs); SR 16 Aug (W&MR). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: arr TCEA 27 Jun (MW). 
Upland Sandpiper: arr Geneseo Airfield 22 Jul 
(RB); max 9 Rt 256 Conesus 20 Aug (KC). 
Whimbrel: arr West Port Bay WAYN 22 Jul 
(W&MR), only report. 

MARBLED GOD WIT: HB 30 Jul (CC, AGu, 
BriM). 

Ruddy Turnstone: last SR 14 Jun; arr 2 SPt 1 
Aug. 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr Kings Bend P, Pittsford 17 
Jul; max 10 NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 

28 Aug. 

Sander ling: arr 2 SR 15 Jul; max 21 OB 21 
Aug (JiM,LM). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: arr NMWMA (Morgan Rd 
Marshes) 10 Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: last 2 SR 14 Jun; arr TCEA 
30 Jun (MW), early; max 400 NMWMA 
(Morgan Rd Marshes) 10 Aug (MW), good 
count. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: last SR 14 Jun 
(W&MR); arr Henpeck P, Erie Canal 7 Jul 
(PH), early; SR 9 Jul (MG), early; TCEA 15 
Jul (MW), early; max 12 NMWMA (Morgan 
Rd Marshes) 10 Aug (MW). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: arr H (Church Rd) 
21 Aug (AGu), max 14 H (Church Rd) 24 Aug 
(AGu, etal.), Reg record high; 11-1 H (Church 
Rd) 25-271 Aug (mob); 5 Transit & Byron Rds, 
T Byron GENE 27 Jul (EG, GL). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr 5 Groveland Hill Pnd 
LIVI 22 Jul. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: last 2 SR 14 Jun; 
arr NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 9 Jul; max 
250 NMWMA (Morgan Rd Marshes) 13 Aug 
(JMcG). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: arr 2-4 Kings Bend P, 
Pittsford 13 Jul; max 3 SR 19 Aug, low. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: NMWMA (Morgan 
Rd Marshes) 13 Aug (SP). 

Wilson’s Phalarope: HANA 30-31 Aug (MG, 
mob), only report. 

Red-necked Phalarope: HB 22 Aug (AGu), 
flyby. 

Parasitic/LONG-TAILED JAEGER: arr 1 It 

morph juv HB 22 Aug (AGu, WD, DSh). 
Bonaparte’s Gull: arr 2 IBO & 3 HB 19 Jul; 
max 68 BB 20 Aug, low. 

Little Gull: 2 ad HB 7 Aug (AGu, WD); 1 ad 
HB 7 Aug (B&BM), different bird. 
LAUGHING GULL (R2): 1 subad HB 28 Jul 
(AGu). 
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Ring-billed Gull: 500 HB 25 Jun, many for 
date. 

Iceland Gull: BB- W 1 Jun (BriM), late; last 1 
1 st sum HB 13 Jun (AGu), late. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: H 11 Jun (AGu); 

1 st sum HB 5. 8, 8, 31 Jul (AGu); 1 st sum 
Lakeshore Rd, Kent ORLE 9 Jul (AGu, BriM); 

1 ad Summerville Pier 26 Aug (PMar). 

Caspian Tern: max 84 HB 30 Jul, low max; 75 
SR 11 Aug; 74 HB 17 Aug. 

Black Tern: max 15 NMWMA (Van Dyne 
Spoor) 4 Jul (AL, NM, AC). 

Com. Tern: last IBO 14 Jun (JiM); arr 2 HB 25 
Jun (AGu); max 57 OB 31 Aug (AGu). 
Forster’s Tern: arr 1 subad HB 14-15 Jul 
(AGu). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE: 1 

Greenwell farm H 30, 31 Aug (RS, TS, NK). 
Com. Nighthawk: last Casey P WAYN 4 Jun; 
arr Macedon WAYN 15 Aug. 

Chimney Swift: max 300-400 York Central 
School LIVI 28 Aug (JK). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: approx. 61 rep 1-7 
ind 11 loc thru; max 7 HB 26 Aug (DH). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: max 20 Cumming 
Natyre Center ONTA 24 Jul (R&SS). 

Am. Kestrel: max 16 Genesee County Airport 
24 Jul (SBa).Nations Rd area, Avon 1 Aug 
(KS). 

Merlin: 2 rep Jun; 3 rep Jul; 15 rep Aug; no rep 
on any nests this sum. 

Peregrine Falcon: 2 ad, 4 yg Roch (falconcam) 
thru; approx 13 other rep. 

MONK PARAKEET: Geneseo 29 Jun (JK), at 
feeders, new site. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: arr T Victor MONR 
19 Aug (BBe), only report. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: max B 5 M 2 Jun 
(BBBO); last 1 CLI 14 Jun (KC); arr IB BBBO 
17 Aug; total B 12 BBBO 17-30 Aug. 
“Traill’s” Flycatcher: max 15B BBBO 2 Jun. 
Least Flycatcher: 3B BBBO 16-17 Jul (AP), 
unusual loc at date; total B 21 BBBO 15-30 
Aug. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr IB BBBO 29 Aug. 
Red-eyed Vireo: max 31 LSP 10 Jun (DSh, 
MT); total B 25 BBBO Aug. 

Blue Jay: max 100 BB - WS 2 Jun (MG), late 
for so many. 

Fish Crow: 2+ Dobson Rd, Greece 1 Jun (BD); 
Edgemere DR, Greece 4 Jun (JiB); 2 N. 
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Wolcott WAYN 17 Jul (W&MR); max 16 OB 
area 5, 26 Aug. 

Com. Raven: max 7 Lake Ontario Parkway 
ORLE 7 Aug (WD). Purple Martin: 50 MAC 
12, 26 Jun; max 74 BB 4 Aug. 

Tree Swallow: max 500 HB 20 Jul. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 200 BB 5 Jul. 
Bank Swallow: 850 HB 1 Jul (AGu); max 1000 
NMWMA (Armitage Rd) 28 Aug (SH, LKah, 
STo, A Wi). 

Cliff Swallow: max 15 Hemlock Lake P 29 
Jun. 

Barn Swallow: max 250 BB 23 Aug. 

Winter Wren: singles 6 loc all month Jun, 
improved over past few yrs; 3 Webster P 19 
(RS), ad & yng, unusual breeding site. 

Marsh Wren: max 20 Buck Pnd, Greece 4 Jun 
(JiB) & NMWMA (Van Dyne Spoor) 11 Jun 
(SD, BMcG, AnM), good counts. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 8 H.H. Spencer 
SRA, ONTA 3 Jul (EG, GL), scarce this 
summer. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: IB BBBO 1 Jun, late; 
last Beechwoods SP WAYN 3 Jun (JW), late. 
Swainson’s Thrush: IB BBBO 17 Jul, unusual 
for loc and date; arr IB BBBO 23 Aug. 

Gray Catbird: max 59 U. of Rochester 25 Jun 
(EG); 42 & 40 Webster P 19 & 30 Aug (RS); 
total B 67 BBBO Aug. 

Cedar Waxwing: max 100 BB-WS 2 Jun & 
HANA 1 Aug, low. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Ovenbird: 2B BBBO 11,15 Jul (AP), unusual 
loc for date. 

N. Waterthrush: arr 2B BBBO 15 Aug. 
Blue-winged Warbler: arr HB-W 23 Aug. 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler: 1 Northhampton P 3 
Jun (AGu), rare. Black-and-white Warbler: 
arr IB BBBO & 2 Church Trail, Greece 19 
Aug. 

Prothonotary Warbler: 1-2 NMWMA 
(Armitage Rd) thru 20 Jun (sev), nesting. 
Tennessee Warbler: arr IB 2 nd yr m BBB) 24 
Jul (AP). 

Nashville Warbler: Williamson Town P 
WAYN 24 Jul (PHe), unusual loc for date. 
Mourning Warbler: last IB BBBO 2 Jun; arr 
5B BBBO 27 Aug. 

Com. Yellowthroat: 18 MP (esker trail) 28 Jul 
(RB); max 24 MP (100A Pnd) 24 Jul (LB, RB); 
total B 23 BBBO 1-31 Aug. 

Am. Redstart: total B 18 BBBO 1-31 Aug, 
low. 

Cape May Warbler: arr IB BBBO 28 Aug. 
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N. Parula: arr IB BBBO 28 Aug. 

Magnolia Warbler: last Webster P 7 Jun; arr 
3B BBBO 17 Aug, early; total B 34 17-30 Aug. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr 1 G 31 Aug. 
Blackburnian Warbler: arr Church Trail, 
Greece 19 Aug. 

Yellow Warbler: 3 IB BBBO 21 Jul; 14B 
BBBO 22 Jul; 18B BBBO 23 Jul; 78B BBBO 
24 Jul; total B 9 BBBO 13-19 Aug. 
Chestnut-sidedWarbler: arr IB M 17 Aug. 
Blackpoll Warbler: CLI 8 Jun (KC), late; last 
Beechwoods P WAYN 16 Jun (JW); arr IB 
BBBO 25 Aug. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Indian Fort 
Preserve, Geneseo 1 Jun (JK), unusual loc for 
date; arr IB BBB027 Jul. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: arrHB 12 Aug 
(AGu), early or breeding. 

Palm Warbler: 1 BBBO 21 Jul (AP), unusual 
loc for date. 

Pine Warbler: max 14 HB 20 Aug (JPa), high 
for date. 

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (R2): 

Indian Fort Preserve, Geneseo 3 Jun (JK, MG, 
ph), rare. 

Prairie Warbler: CLI 14 Jun (MW), unusual 
loc for date. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: arr IBO 29 

Aug. 

Canada Warbler: last IB BBBO 1 Jun; arr 2B 
BBBO 15 Aug. 

Wilson’s Warbler: last IB BBBO 6 Jun; arr 
Four Mile Creek Preserve, Webster 25 Aug. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Clay-colored Sparrow: 1-2 Cook Rd, Hamlin 
6 Jun, 1, 6 Jul (BriM, AGu, KG); 1-2 
Ballantyne Rd area, Chili 15-30 Jun, 3-11 Jul 
(KH, etal., 5 obs); 1-2 Sand Taft Rds W. 
Bloomfield 17-19 Jun (DSh, MG); T Kendall 
ORLE 9 Jul (AGu, BriM). 

Savannah Sparrow: max 40 Nations Rd IBA 
18 Jun (DSh), good count. 

White-throated Sparrow: BB 17 Jun (DH), 
late; HANA 29 Jun (DSh, MG), late; 2 BBBO 
24 Jul (AP), unusual for date and loc. 

N. Cardinal: max 36 U. of Rochester 25 Jun 
(EG), good count. 

Bobolink: 50 Nations Rd IBA 18 Jun (DSh); 
max 80 Honeoye Creek WMA (KK); good 
counts. 

Red-winged Blackbird: max 6,000 NMWMA 
(Van Dyne Spoor) 14 Aug (RB), good count 
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YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD: 1 m 

Edgemere Dr, Greece 12 Jun (SA), unusual date 
and loc. 

Com. Grackle: max 1300 T Rush MONR 15 
Aug (NK), good count. 

Baltimore Oriole: 1 red-colored from eating 
alien honeysuckle berries ph Dansville feeder 
24 Jun +, fide AP, intro-, total B 23 BBBO 27, 


29 Aug, ph, feather and blood samples taken to 
study variations in red coloring in plumage, 
intro. 

White-winged Crossbill: HP 5 Aug (AGu), 
flyover. 

Pine Siskin: rep of 1-4 ind scattered across 
lakeshore area thru. 


REGION 3-FINGER LAKES 
Bill Ostrander 

80 Westmont Ave., Elmira, NY 14905 
browncreeper9@gmail.com 


The Finger Lakes Region experienced continued drought conditions through the 
summer 2016 season. June temperatures were normal at Ithaca, averaging 65° F, 
but the 1.1" of rainfall was 2.9" below normal. July temperatures averaged 79°, 
2° above normal, with average daily high temperatures averaging 4° above 
normal. The 1.64" of rainfall was 2.19" below normal. The average temperature 
in August was 72°, 5° above normal. Rainfall was 4.28", 0.59" above normal. 
The drought conditions had mixed effects on shorebird habitat, completely 
drying up some normally productive areas while lowering water levels in 
normally inundated areas, creating good habitat for shorebirds. 

It was an exciting summer for birders, with several rarities visiting the 
Region. Out-of-season waterfowl included an early July Tundra Swan and up to 
four Ring-necked Ducks through most of July and August at Montezuma 
National Wildlife Refuge (MNWR), single Buffieheads at Elmira in early July 
and at Seneca Falls in mid-July, scattered reports of Common Goldeneyes from 
various locations around Cayuga Lake, and Red-breasted Merganser reports 
from Cayuga Lake, Keuka Lake, Canandaigua Lake, and MNWR. The Red- 
throated Loon that first appeared at Canandaigua in late April continued through 
3 June. Jay McGowan discovered a Garganey at MNWR on 5 June and 
observers continued to see the bird for another 11 days. If accepted by 
NYSARC, it will constitute a first New York State record. Six Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks showed up at the Allan H. Treman State Marine Park in 
Ithaca on 10 July, the Region’s first record of this species. A Eurasian Wigeon 
was at MNWR for a few days in late June. 

Another first record for the Region was a Brown Booby that Michele 
Merritt discovered at the north end of Cayuga Lake on 28 August. Mark Miller 
found a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron on 31 July, at MNWR. A search of the 
online Kingbird archives revealed only two previous records of this species in 
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Common Nighthawk, Albany Pine Bush Preserve, Albany, 26 Aug 2016, © Scott Stoner. 
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Some birds from the See Life Paulagics trip to deep water southeast of Hudson Canyon, 
Suffolk , 29 Aug 2016. Top: Black-capped Petrel; bottom: Great Shearwater; photos © 
Sean Sime. 
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Some birds from the See Life Paulagics trip to deep water southeast of Hudson Canyon, 
Suffolk , 29 Aug 2016. Top: Audubon’s Shearwater; bottom: White-faced Storm-Petrel; 
photos © Sean Sime. 
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Figure 1. Changes in species richness of breeding estuarine birds between the 1985 and 2000 NYS Breeding Bird Atlases. 
See article pp. 254-259. 
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Figure 2. Labeled atlas blocks referenced in Tables 3 and 4, highlighting atlas blocks with the highest breeding bird richness in 
each year, and those with the highest losses and gains. See article pp. 254-259. 
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Figures 1 & 2. Downy young and eggs of Ring-billed Gulls, Squaw Island, Ontario , 19 
Jul 2009, © Carolyn Jacobs. See article, pp. 260-263. 



Figures 3 & 4. Eastern shore of Squaw Island; some of the many Ring-billed Gulls, 10 
Jun 2016, © Doug Daniels. See article, pp. 260-263. 
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Figures 5-6. Herring Gull with nest; Herring Gull with Downy young. Squaw Island, 
Ontario , 10 Jun 2016, © Doug Daniels. See article, pp. 260-263. 


The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 


297 




Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, Southards Pond P, Suffolk, 11 Jun 2016, © Tim Dunn. 



Sandwich Tem, Moriches Inlet, Suffolk, 25 Jun 2016, © S. S. Mitra. 
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the Region. A Little Blue Heron visited Sapsucker Woods on 12 June. A Black 
Vulture dined at the Stevenson Road compost piles in Dryden on 13 July. 

Stacey Robinson found the Region’s first Black-necked Stilt at MNWR 
on 18 June, where it continued through 21 June. The only reports of Whimbrel 
came from MNWR on 11 June and from Seneca Lake State Park on 24 August. 
Doug Daniels found an impressive 22 Ruddy Turnstones on the shores of 
Canandaigua Lake on 10 June. Assigning shorebird reports to spring migration 
or fall migration was especially difficult this year. Lone Semipalmated Plover, 
Least Sandpiper, and White-rumped Sandpiper at MNWR on 23 June were all 
midway between clear last spring dates and first fall dates for those species. A 
Little Gull on Cayuga Lake for the first five days in June was the most unusual 
gull report. A Lesser Black-backed Gull frequented Cayuga Lake and the 
Stevenson Road compost piles through most of the summer, and another 
frequented the Chemung River in Elmira through most of August. Ian Davies 
counted 54 Black Terns at MNWR on 14 June, an encouraging number for this 
species. Jay McGowan spotted two Forster’s Terns at Stewart Park, Ithaca on 6 
August. 

Red-headed Woodpeckers successfully nested at MNWR again this year. 
Other reports of the species came from the Town of Catharine and the Town of 
Starkey. Acadian Flycatcher reports came from five locations in the Region. An 
estimated 8500 Barn Swallows at Queen Catharine Marsh was a high number 
for the Region in at least the last fifteen years. 

Tim Lenz and Jay McGowan kayaked on the Clyde River on 17 July and 
found a family of five Prothonotary Warblers including both adults, two 
fledglings, and one nestling. The rebound of Cape May Warbler from being a 
Regional rarity to being a fairly common migrant continues, with 13 at one 
location in the Town of Danby on 30 August. The only report of Yellow¬ 
breasted Chat came from the Finger Lakes Trail in the Town of Urbana. 

Henslow’s Sparrows returned to a grassland in the Town of Ithaca, with as 
many as three singing males reported. Warren Rofe photographed a Nelson’s 
Sparrow at MNWR on 10 June, for a rare summer record of this species. Clay- 
colored Sparrow was only reported from two locations. A Dickcissel was 
reported for three days at the Lott Farm in the Town of Seneca Falls. The 
highest count of Grasshopper Sparrow was only two, an ominous sign for this 
species. The species was reported from ten locations scattered throughout the 
Region. Orchard Orioles are apparently doing well, especially in the southern 
portion of the Cayuga Lake Basin. Jay McGowan’s count of 12 at Myers Point 
was a Regional high for a single site. The only report away from the southern 
half of the Cayuga Lake Basin was from Bath. “Winter” finch reports included 
Red Crossbills heard calling at Summerhill and Hammond Hill State Forests and 
Pine Siskins from four Tompkins County locations. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


CanL - Canandaigua L, City of Canandaigua; CU - Cornell University; DSF - 
Danby SF, TOMP; HHSF - Hammond Hill SF, TOMP; ML - Mud Lock, 
CAYU; MNWR - Montezuma NWR; MyPt - Myers Pt, TOMP; NEI - 
Northeast Ithaca; QCM - Queen Catharine Marsh, SCHU; SRCP - Stevenson 
Rd compost piles, TOMP StP - Stewart P, TOMP; TDan - T Danby, TOMP; 
TDry - T Dryden, TOMP; TIth - T Ithaca, TOMP; TSMP - Allan H Treman 
State Marine P, TOMP. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK: 6 

TSMP 10 Jul (mob, ph!), 1st Reg record. 

Mute Swan: 2 Clifton Springs Hospital Pd 7 
Jun-24 Aug (DSp), only report. 

TUNDRA SWAN (R3): MNWR 5-17 Jul 
(mob, ph!), very rare in summer. 

EURASIAN WIGEON (R3): MNWR 21-23 
Jun (mob, ph!), rare in summer. 

Am. Wigeon: max 27 MNWR 18 Jun (TLe, 
CWo), high. 

Am. Black Duck: max 20 MNWR 5-13 Jun 
(mob), high. 

N. Shoveler: max 80 MNWR 27 Aug (DNi), 
high. 

GARGANEY: MNWR 5-16 Jun (mob, ph!), 
possible ls7 State record. 

RING-NECKED DUCK (R3): 1-4 MNWR 2 
Jul-25 Aug (mob, ph!), rare in summer. 
BUFFLEHEAD (R3): Chemung R, T Elmira 
CHEM 30 Jun-15 Jul (BO!); Seneca R, T 
Seneca Falls SENE 17 Jul (CL, ph), rare in 
summer. 

Com. Goldeneye: 2 ML 5 Jun, 17 Jul 
(M&WRo, ph, LSc); Frontenac P CAYU 9-10 
Jul (JMcG, ph); TSMP 12 Jul (K&MFi, ph); 
Cayuga Waterfront Trail TOMP 19 Jul (MHa). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Union Springs 1 
Jun (JMcG, LSa); 1-2 MyPt 3-7 Jun (mob, ph); 
CanL 8-13 Jun (mob, ph); Keuka L, Branchport 
(DJ); max 4 ML 4 Jul (SC, ALe, NM, ph), high; 
MNWR 5 Jul (KJ, TM); ML 9 Jul (JMcG, ph); 
ML 21 Jul (CL). 

Ruddy Duck: 1-2 MNWR 5-14 Jun, 9 Jul, 26 
Aug. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 10 Boyer Creek Farm 
TOMP 14 Aug. 

RED-THROATED LOON (R3): CanL 1-3 
Jun (DCa, ph!, HS, DSp), rare in summer. 

Com. Loon: max 13 Seneca L, T Torrey 10 Jul. 
BROWN BOOBY: ML 28 Aug (MiMe, ph), 
1st Reg record. 
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LITTLE BLUE HERON (R3): Sapsucker 
Woods TOMP 12 Jun (mob, ph). 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 
(R3): MNWR 31 Jul (MGo!, MMi, DNu!, JS, 
ph!). 

BLACK VULTURE (R3): SRCP 13 Jul 
(CWo!). 

Turkey Vulture: max 134 SRCP 18 Aug 
(JMcG), high. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

N. Goshawk: TDan 4 Jun (JGK), only report. 
Sora: max 6 MNWR (JK, CZ), high. 

Am. Coot: max 305 MNWR 23 Aug (BO), 
high. 

Sandhill Crane: max 18 MNWR 12 Jun; 4 
QCM 17 Jul-21 Aug; Hi Tor WMA YATE 7-30 
Aug. 

BLACK-NECKED STILT: MNWR 18-21 
Jun (mob, ph!), 1 st Reg record. 

Black-bellied Plover: last MNWR 11 Jun 
(GaCh, JMi, ASh), late; arr MyPt 6 Aug. 

Am. Golden-Plover: arr MNWR 27 Aug. 
Semipalmated Plover: last MNWR 23 Jun 
(DrW), late; arr MNWR 3 Jul (JGK), early. 
Solitary Sandpiper: last MNWR 1 Jun; arr 
MNWR 24 Jun; max 27 QCM 23 Jul (TB, ID, 
ASp), high. 

Greater Yellowlegs: last MNWR 6 Jun (mob), 
late; arr MNWR 13 Jun (JO), early. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: last MNWR 6 Jun (JMcG), 
late; arr MNWR 13 Jun (KH, JO), early. 

Upland Sandpiper: max 4 Lott Farm SENE 7 
Jun; max & last Lott Farm SENE 9 Jul. 
WHIMBREL (R3): MNWR 11 Jun (FKD); 
Seneca L SP 24 Aug (DH), only reports. 

Ruddy Turnstone: max and last 22 CanL 10 
Jun (DD), high; arr MNWR 3 Aug. 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr MNWR 14 Jul. 
Sanderling: last 2 MNWR 12 Jun (JMcG), late; 
arr MNWR 3 Aug. 

Dunlin: last MNWR 14 Jun (ID, CH, TLe, 
JMcG), late. 
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Baird’s Sandpiper: arr MNWR 22 Jul (EL), 
early. 

Least Sandpiper: last MNWR 23 Jun (MI), 
late; arr MNWR 2 Jul; max 300 NMWR 10 Jul. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: last MNWR 23 
Jun (MI), late; arr QCM 29 Jul. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: arr MNWR 3 Jul. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: last MNWR 21 Jun 
(mob), late; arr MNWR 5 Jul (KJ, TM), early. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: arr Risser Rd Swamp 
ONTA 8 Jul. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: arr MNWR 2 Jul 
(JMcG, ph!, LSa, MSm, DaWe), early. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: last MNWR 4 Jun (SD, 
JGK, AM), late; arr MNWR 2 Jul; QCM 30 
Aug. 

Red-necked Phalarope: MNWR 5 Jun 
(KMcGo, M&WRo, LAvL); arr MNWR 24 Jul 
(GaCh), early. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Frontenac P CAYU 1 Jun- 
17 Jul; Keuka L, T Jerusalem YATE 23 Jul; 
MNWR 27 Aug. 

LITTLE GULL (R3): Cayuga L, T Springport 
CAYU 1-5 Jun (JMcG, ph, KMcGo!, DNu!, 
LSa). 

Herring Gull: max 100 Taughannock Falls SP 
26 Aug (JaW); 100 StP 28 Aug (JGK), high. 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (R3): 

StP and SRCP 7 Jun-31 Aug (mob!); Chemung 
River, City of Elmira 30 Jul-23 Aug (TLe, ph!, 
BO). 

Black Tern: max 54 MNWR 14 Jun (ID), high. 
Forster’s Tern: arr 2 StP 6 Aug (JMcG), only 
report. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Com. Nighthawk: last MyPt 2 Jun; arr Dotson 
Community P TOMP 10 Aug; max 40 
Willowcreek Golf Course CHEM 25 Aug. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: T Catharine SCHU 
12 Jun-23 Jul; T Starkey YATE 23 Jul-24 Aug; 
max 4 MNWR 27 Aug (BMc, DM). 

Am. Kestrel: max 4 DIL Woods TOMP, low. 
Peregrine Falcon: arr Risser Rd Swamp 
ONTA 23 Jul. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: last MNWR 5 June; 
arr TDry 16 Aug; HHSF 16 Aug. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: last Hile School Rd 
Wetland TOMP 5 Jun; arr TIth 30 Jul (TSc), 
early. 

Acadian Flycatcher: T Catharine 1 Jun; 2 DSF 
11 Jun-19 Jul; Watkins Glen SP 18 Jun; HHSF 
4 Jul; Ford Hill TOMP 14-17 Jul; TDry 18 Aug. 
E. Kingbird: max 34 TSMP 21 Aug. 


302 


Yellow-throated Vireo: max 3 TDan 4 Jun; 3 
Cayuta L Outlet 4 Jun; 3 MNWR 18 Jun; 3 T 
Hector SCHU 14 Jul, low. 

Philadelphia Vireo: arr CU 27 Aug; Cornell 
Research Pds 27 Aug. 

Barn Swallow: max 8500 QCM 2 Aug (TA, 

ID, TLe), high. 

Marsh Wren: max 40 MNWR 2 Jul (JMcG, 
LSa), high. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: last 2 nocturnal 
migrants NEI3 Jun. 

Swainson’s Thrush: last DSF 4 Jun; arr QCM 
27 Jul (GM, rec, RS), early. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Worm-eating Warbler: DSF 4-30 Jun (mob), 
only reports. 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler: T Horseheads CHEM 
18-19 Jun (MP), only report. 

Prothonotary Warbler: max 5 MNWR (TLe, 
JMcG), high. 

Tennessee Warbler: arr TDry 28 Aug. 

Cape May Warbler: arr T Caroline TOMP 3 
Aug (TA!), early; max 13 TDan 30 Aug (ID, 
LSe), high. 

N. Parula: last TIth 7 Jun; arr TDan 30 Aug 
(ID, LSe), early. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: arr CU TOMP 27 
Aug; max 2 TDan 30 Aug (ID, LSe), high. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last MyPt 5 Jun; arr 
Mcllroy Preserve CAYU 31 Aug. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: max 5 DSF 24 Jun, 
low. 

Wilson’s Warbler: last TDry 3 Jun; arr TDry 
27 Aug. 

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT: Finger Lakes 
Trail, T Urbana STEU 17-19 Jul (DB!, ARe). 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW: TDry 6 Jun 
(JGe!); CU 26 Jun-2 Jul (mob, ph). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: max 2 T Covert SENE 
3 Jun; 2 T Lodi SENE 3 Jun; TIth 2 Jul, low. 
HENSLOW’S SPARROW (R3): 1-3 TIth 12 
Jun-3 Aug (mob!). 

NELSON’S SPARROW (R3): MNWR 10 Jun 
(WRof, ph). 

DICKCISSEL (R3): Lott Farm SENE 5-7 Jun 
(mob rec, ph!). 

Orchard Oriole: max 12 MyPt 22 Jun (JMcG), 
high. 

Red Crossbill: Summerhill SF CAYU 13 Jul 
(BS, CWo!); HHSF (AMF, JMcG, NM, rec). 
Pine Siskin: TDry 6 Jun (CWo); 2 Caswell Rd 
Grasslands TOMP 15 Jun (CWo); NEI 5 Jul 
(JMcG, LSa); NEI (TSc), 11 Jul. 
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REGION 4—SUSQUEHANNA 

No report was received this season. 


REGION 5—ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 
Matt Perry 

3787 Dawes Ave., Clinton, NY 13323 
mperry63@roadrunner.com 

David Wheeler 

20 Waterbury Dr., North Syracuse, NY 13212 
tigger64@aol.com 

The summer 2016 season was warm and relatively dry, with each successive 
month a little warmer than the last. The largest divergence from the norm 
occurred in August; the average temperature for that month was just over 74° F, 
which is more than 4 degrees higher than normal. Through the summer there 
were very few storms and, in most areas, there was little precipitation. In fact 
significant parts of the Region suffered from a persistent drought. Among the 
areas largely spared from drought were the Mohawk Valley and Syracuse. In 
fact Syracuse received a slightly above average amount of precipitation in 
August. Still, low water levels on the Region’s lakes and streams prevailed 
throughout much of the season. This likely accounted for the lack of mosquitos 
noted by one of our reporters—a consequence of drought that few ever complain 
about. In the Skaneateles area, Ken Burdick observed that some shorebird 
habitat had completely dried out. In Oneida County, Delta Lake had been 
substantially drawn down by the start of August and conditions became quite 
favorable for shorebirds. Shorebirds, wading birds and their allies did take 
advantage of Delta’s mudflats, but despite the presence of an abundance of good 
habitat, the large flock sizes steadily decreased as August ensued and the birds 
were usually very distant. During an August visit to Derby Hill, David Wheeler 
noted having never seen the main lawn so brown and in need of rain. At nearby 
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, planned shorebird spots were dried out 
and vegetation overgrew the mudflats. Few reports came from Sandy Pond, but 
it is assumed the Carl Island sandbar had emerged and provided additional (but 
hard to reach) shorebird habitat. Dredging of the channel was commenced in 
early August. Many small creeks fed by rain runoff were seen to be dry. 


The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 


303 


This was generally not a good mast production year. There were few cones 
on conifers (except for in the west, where, reportedly, some spruce trees out¬ 
performed) and only small yields from nut producing trees like American Beech 
and oak species. The good news for wintering frugivores is that fruit-bearing 
trees, with the notable exception of apple trees and hawthorns, seemed to be 
fairly well-laden this season. Buckthorns and wild grapes produced especially 
well, while ash and other maple species had little to contribute to the forest mast. 
Eastern hop hornbeam and most birches were much better endowed, and this 
perhaps bodes well for wintering redpolls if they grace the Region. 

A single Brant reported during the first weeks of June on Woodhull Lake 
in the Adirondacks was a holdover from the spring period. It’s not clear if it 
lingered due to an injury. When it finally disappeared, Gary Lee speculated that 
a local Bald Eagle had taken it. Blue-winged Teal were confirmed breeding in 
two areas, including the McKoons Road wetland near Colombia Center in 
southern Herkimer County. In that same wetland on 19 July, Bill Purcell 
observed an adult Green-winged Teal with five young. The species is thought to 
be an uncommon to rare breeder in Region 5. For the second year in a row, a 
male Ring-necked Duck remained for approximately a month during mid¬ 
summer at Woodman Pond in Madison County. Two male Ruddy Ducks stayed 
at Beaver Lake Nature Center from 20 June to 16 July. This season, Gary Lee 
surveyed breeding Common Loons on 15 Adirondack lakes. He reported that 33 
loon nests only produced 17 chicks. Lee maintained that the season’s nest 
failures were not attributable to flooding; instead, he blamed predation by Bald 
Eagles and human interference. Lee wrote that at Moss Lake, a “keep away” 
sign intended to protect a loon nest from intruders was removed twice. No 
chicks resulted from the Moss Lake nest, despite the female loon devoting 42 
days to incubation. 

There were only two reports of Least Bittern this period. The first, from 18 
June, came oddly enough from downtown Utica. This report involved a dead 
individual that had been caught as prey and then dropped. Of course, this was 
the handiwork of the city’s resident Peregrine Falcons. This case is interesting 
not merely because it involves an NYS designated Endangered Species preying 
upon a NYS Threatened Species, but it’s also interesting since a bittern is 
unusual prey for a falcon. The Least Bittern (like the Sora that was reportedly 
caught as prey last period) is not known for its high flying during the breeding 
season. We speculate that the male peregrine has developed a technique for 
flushing marsh birds out of cattail beds, or perhaps the bittern was hunting in the 
open from a fallen log. It will be interesting to see if the Peregrine continues to 
take normally-secretive birds this way in the future. 

Probably due to the drought conditions that affected large swaths of New 
York State this summer, Great Egrets concentrated their numbers in more 
reliable wetland habitat. Relatively large numbers of these graceful wading birds 
were observed in several places across the Region, most notably at Delta Lake 
and Three Rivers WMA. On 12 August at Delta Lake, Matt Perry was treated to 
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the sight of 23 Great Egrets all standing in one tight group. That morning, he 
observed seven more spread out around the lake - making a grand total of 30 
birds. This is an excellent number for Region 5 and, as far as the authors can 
tell, a new Regional record by a few birds. For that matter the second highest 
count, 25 at Three Rivers recorded by Gregg Dashnau, would be a new record- 
high as well. These are not terrifically high numbers in a broader upstate NY 
context, with hundreds occasionally found at roost sites in Region 1. Just beyond 
the Regional boundary, 100+ bird roost flights have been seen at Montezuma. 
On 18 June a Snowy Egret was found along the west shore of Onondaga Lake 
at the newly-developed outlet to Nine Mile Creek but was not seen after that. Of 
roughly 30 Regional records, about one third are from the summer season. 

On 5 June, Dorothy Rewkowski saw and photographed a Glossy Ibis in a 
field near her house in the Town of Westmoreland in Oneida County. Like 
Snowy Egret, Glossy Ibis is a rare but regular spring overshoot to the Region. 
Summer birds may be lingering from spring or immatures dispersing after 
fledging. It remains unclear whether the birds seen upstate originate from coastal 
populations or get here via an interior route likely involving the Ohio and 
Mississippi River valleys. Of roughly 40 Regional records of Glossy Ibis, the 
current sighting is only the fifth for the summer season. 

On 23 July in Brewerton, a windstorm brought down an Osprey nest 
containing two young that were close to fledgling. Wildlife Rehabilitator Jean 
Soprano reported that the nestlings, after being examined and deemed healthy, 
were put into a fabricated nest, and that nest was fastened to a tree located close 
to where the original nest tree stood. For a day the young were fed smelt fish 
that were conveyed to the nest via a container attached to a long pole. 
Recordings of Osprey distress calls were played at the new nest site in an 
attempt to attract the parents back to the area. The scheme worked and the 
parent Ospreys resumed feeding the young after 24 hours. Soprano also reported 
that a fledgling Osprey, this one from a nest in Baldwinsville, had lost a leg after 
getting it caught in bailing twine. Apparently, a parent Osprey had brought to 
the nest a large garbage bag that was heavily wrapped in the twine. Ospreys are 
well known for bringing home all manner of unlikely objects to decorate their 
nests with. In this case the “decoration” turned into a trap when one of the 
Osprey nestlings got its leg caught in the twine. This resulted in a loss of 
circulation in the leg and caused a crippling deformity. When the juvenile 
fledged it brought the bag and twine along with it to the ground. The hobbled 
fledgling was ultimately euthanized. 

As is typical in our Region, there were very few reports of Northern 
Goshawks and only one involved a possible breeding pair. Conversely, the 
number of reports of nesting Bald Eagles continues to increase in the Region. 
Interestingly, even Oneida County, which is relatively poorly covered by 
birders, now boasts five known active nests. Larry Hall found a Black Vulture 
in Little Falls and documented it with an excellent submission to eBird. His 
description hit on all the most important features that distinguish the species 
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under field conditions, and the editors felt it was a good sample of how to 
concisely document a rarity. Hall wrote “As the bird soared I could easily see 
silver markings of outer wings. Unlike two-toned look of the T.V. with silver 
flight feathers. Tail on this bird much shorter than the T.V. and wing span 
shorter. This bird's wing flap rhythm more quickly (sic) and shallower than the 
T.V.s in the immediate proximity.” 

A Red-tailed Hawk that came into Jean Soprano’s rehabilitation facility 
showed symptoms of Wild Nile Virus (WNV). This virus continues to pose a 
threat to raptors and may be responsible for significantly reducing the Region’s 
population of some species (most notably Great Horned Owls.) Red-shouldered 
Hawks seem to be following on the Goshawk’s road to obscurity—at least in our 
Region. Only one case of probable breeding was reported for the species, and 
generally there were few sightings. Reportedly, a pair of Piping Plovers was 
again present this season in the vicinity of Sandy Pond, but this year there was 
no confirmation of breeding success. This summer, migrant shorebirds began 
showing up as early as the first week of July. By the beginning of August, large 
numbers of sandpipers were taking advantage of extensive mudflats at Delta 
Lake. One observer said the flock sizes at Delta in early August were the largest 
he had seen in over a decade. However, most of the time the 200 plus birds 
remained too far out for decent viewing from shore edges. Although Whimbrel 
was missed this period, Ruddy Turnstone, Stilt Sandpiper, Baird’s Sandpiper, 
White-rumped Sandpiper, and Short-billed Dowitcher were all reported. 
Matching the record-high count for our Region, six Buff-breasted Sandpipers 
were spotted together at the Sky High Turf Farm on 28 August. Kevin McGann 
was able to get an excellent photo of all six together in flight. Only one Black 
Tern was observed this period, and it was found in the far eastern portion of the 
Montezuma NWR (in Cayuga County). On the last day of August at West 
Barrier Bar County Park near Fair Haven, Bill Purcell observed a single 
Forster’s Tern. Sandhill Cranes were again seen on Howland Island. Their status 
as a nester in the Region is unknown, but if not already breeding there they 
surely do so nearby. 

Judging by the number of reports, this was another below average season 
for cuckoos. Certainly no significant invasion of tent caterpillars was noted, and 
we are accustomed to making a correlation between cuckoo populations and the 
presence of their hairy caterpillar prey. Nevertheless, during this breeding 
season the Utica Peregrines again disproportionately preyed upon cuckoos, 
procuring at least 20 of them during the time the falcons were feeding their 
young. The majority of cuckoos brought to the nest were Black-billed, and all 
were believed to have been caught by the male falcon. It is believed that these 
cuckoos are being taken from areas no more than a mile away from the 
downtown nest site. Clearly, cuckoos are easy for falcons to catch, but there is 
also some evidence suggesting they are not a favored food item. While other 
birds, including songbirds, are nearly completely devoured, almost as a rule 
entire wings of cuckoos are regularly discarded and found intact on the city 
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streets. Also, when the eyasses were provided with a choice of bird carcasses to 
feed on, they almost invariably choose the non-cuckoo meal. Perhaps the 
cuckoo’s diet of distasteful and sometimes toxic hairy caterpillars serves to 
flavor the meat. Lastly, it was observed that cuckoos tended to be one of the 
prey species most often seen “stored” on a building ledge or rooftop. 

The only Common Nighthawks observed this season outside the usual 
August migration window were two found in downtown Utica in the early 
evening of 11 June. Spring nighthawk migration continues into early June, so 
these may have been late migrants. The birds were heard and seen flying 
together with a flock of Chimney Swifts. Nighthawks formerly nested atop 
graveled urban rooftops in the Region's cities but have not been known from 
there lately. They may yet return to doing so and late June/July sightings, 
especially if night after night, should be cause for extra birding effort to 
determine the birds' status. As might be expected, Utica’s resident male 
Peregrine Falcon made a half-hearted attempt at catching one of the nighthawks 
but was unsuccessful. This time a NYS Endangered Species attempted to prey 
upon a NYS Special Concern Species! There were very few reports of Eastern 
Whip-poor-will, with most sightings coming from Herkimer County. However, 
the lack of reports from the species’ traditional stronghold in Constantia may 
reflect a lack of birder effort. Both of these charismatic nightjars seek a well- 
drained surface such as sand or gravel upon which to lay their eggs. 

Red-headed Woodpeckers had a relatively decent showing this summer. A 
pair was confirmed breeding in the Town of Marshal in Oneida County. This 
was close to a former breeding area for the species. Another pair was observed 
at Fair Haven, where the birds may have relocated across the bay after the west 
spit nest tree was felled by wind. Adult and juvenile birds were photographed 
together by Tom Auer near Cleveland on the north shore of Oneida Lake. 

American Kestrels in the Region may be increasing in appropriate urban 
areas. The species stronghold is usually considered to be rural areas where barns 
and road-side tree cavities are typically adopted as nest sites. There is mounting 
evidence in our Region that kestrels have become quite urbanized. Reports from 
local Wildlife Rehabilitators and urban Peregrine watchers indicate kestrels are 
living on the periphery of the city in good numbers. When checking an 
approximately two mile radius around the Utica Peregrines’ nest site in late 
June, at least a dozen American Kestrels were found including three adult pairs. 
They seemed to be staking claims around warehouses and otherwise inhabiting 
industrial sites. Is less competition from European Starlings at these spots 
playing a role? David Wheeler recalls that prior to development of Onondaga 
Lake's west shore, kestrel family groups (4-6 birds) were regularly seen atop the 
brushy bluffs in August. Do they still successfully nest there in light of recent 
habitat modification and increased recreational usage? 

There were reports of two successful Merlin nests in the Region—Old 
Forge and Oswego. The Oswego nest was discovered when a nestling fell out on 
24 July. The young raptor was rehabilitated and subsequently released. This 
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season, both the Syracuse and Utica Peregrine Falcons successfully fledged two 
young each. Later in the summer, the Utica Peregrine watchers reported several 
foreign Peregrines or interlopers coming into the downtown territory (not 
unusual). These strangers typically meet with hazing and/or sparring matches 
instigated by the resident pair. Usually the female would chase out female 
interlopers and the male would similarly deal with foreign males. Most appeared 
to be immature birds, presumably post-fledging dispersals having their first free- 
roaming experiences. 

Acadian Flycatchers were found at three locations this period and persisted 
in two of them. One was the traditional site at Whisky Hollow, although the bird 
didn’t show up there until 23 June, which was, according to Joe Brin, close to a 
month later than normal. The species also lingered at Sterling Nature Center, but 
there was no information available regarding breeding status. Birders covering 
the southern highland's dark hemlock hollows would likely find more Acadians. 
Jean Soprano reported that two American Crows which were brought in to her 
rehab facility in early August were very likely suffering from WNV. A Boreal 
Chickadee was reported from Bald Mt just east of Old Forge. Historically, there 
have been relatively few reports of this species coming from the area—our 
Region’s only boreal zone but containing large areas of suitable habitat. This 
may be due to lack of birder effort given convenient and reliable spots in nearby 
Hamilton County such as Ferd's Bog. By the latter half of summer there were 
indications that Red-breasted Nuthatches were on the move, with widespread 
reports of 1-2 birds coming from backyards and other places not associated with 
breeding territories. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet reported from a backyard in 
southern Madison County on 18 August was likely a very early migrant. 

On 19 June, a survey (by kayak) of Howland Island undertaken by Jay 
McGowan and Livia Santana turned up a remarkable six singing Prothonotary 
Warblers. One of the Prothonotarys was observed carrying food and hanging on 
to it for an extended period of time, thus likely feeding young. The species is 
scarce at our latitude and usually considered a first-half-of-May migrant. 
McGowan had found only two singing males during a similar survey conducted 
the previous June. This year their paddle along the river on both the east and 
west sides of Howland Island totaled seven miles and was accomplished in a 
little more than four hours. The 19 June survey also yielded a total of 29 
Cerulean Warblers. Away from Howland Island there were very few Cerulean 
Warblers found and none were encountered near or east of Oneida Lake. The 
last spring-migrant Cape May Warbler remained through 6 June in Kirkland. 
The individual seemed to be particularly enamored with a grove of mature 
Norway Spruce trees and loathe to leave. Perhaps insect infestation was the 
reason. There was one report of Prairie Warbler from a traditional breeding site 
north of Tully. Several observers noted the August movement of migrant 
warblers was slow in coming. Certainly both the number of species counted and 
the tallies of individuals remained low right up to the last week of August. The 
Derby Hill night migration microphone was “offline” for fall migration but 
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presumably continued to record, per Bill Evans. However, lack of reasonably 
timely data made it difficult to follow the often-inconspicuous onset of fall 
migration. Hopefully internet-connectivity problems will be worked out soon. 
This is the fifth season of the project, and if the microphone successfully 
recorded flight calls the data will still be useful even if substantially after the 
fact. 

Always very rare and possibly absent from the Region as a breeder, a 
Henslow’s Sparrow flight call was recorded just after midnight on 2 June by 
the Derby Hill microphone, which was recording and transmitting through the 
end of the spring season. Upstate NY is the eastern edge of the species breeding 
range, which extends west through the Great Lakes states into the lower 
Midwest near the Mississippi River. Henslow's choice of nesting habitat is very 
specific and always ephemeral—grasslands left to grow long enough to see the 
emergence of short tree stems. Unless managed for the species, fields seldom 
reach the necessary condition and/or pass quickly through into an equally 
unsuitable brushland. The bird was likely on its way to the Jefferson County 
area near Fort Drum and Perch River WMA, the state's last stronghold. Evans 
reports it is the first definite recording of the species from the Derby 
microphone. The Region’s supply of Eastern Towhees appears to be in good 
shape, at least according to the high counts reported during the height of this 
breeding season. It’s an ongoing concern that the late successional growth the 
species depends on for breeding is rapidly evolving into forest, thus setting the 
towhee’s population up for a crash. On the other hand, if our evidence for a 
prospering towhee population is correct, and if this trend continues, then perhaps 
the towhee’s habitat is not in such dire jeopardy. This would come as good news 
for allied species like Brown Thrasher, Field Sparrow, and others that share 
similar habitat requirements. 

Clay-colored Sparrow was again confirmed as breeding at Spring Farm 
Nature Sanctuary in Kirkland, although the small colony had reportedly 
decreased in size from the previous year and was late to the territory. In most of 
the Region the bottom fell out for grassland nesters some time ago, and so now, 
year to year, we see only the slightest fluctuations in the small number of 
grassland species that get reported. This summer offered little in the way of 
encouragement, with both Savannah and Grasshopper sparrow apparently failing 
to win back any ground. A little encouragement on the grassland habitat front 
came from Chris Lajewski of the Montezuma Audubon Center. On 1 August he 
reported that a Fayetteville property converted to grassland habitat and managed 
by the Sisters of St. Francis is coming along very well. Although he reported 
few sparrows, six Eastern Meadowlarks and two Northern Harriers were among 
the species Lajewski tallied that day. In northern Oneida County, grassland birds 
including the besieged sparrows are still finding a haven in fields managed by 
Amish farmers. Upland Sandpiper and Wilson’s Snipe were also reported from 
the area. Purple Finches were widely reported this period, with just a few 
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records of other irruptive finches. Drew Weber found five Red Crossbills in 
Fabius on 4 July. Most reports of Pine Siskins came from the Adirondacks. 

This season a total of 213 species and two hybrids were reported, which is 
eight above the recent 10-year average for the Region. Highlights included: 
Brant, White-winged Scoter, Snowy Egret, Black-crowned Night-Heron, 
Glossy Ibis, Black Vulture, Sandhill Crane, Piping Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Forster’s Tern, Long-eared Owl, Boreal 
Chickadee, “Lawrence’s” Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Henslow’s 
Sparrow, and Red Crossbill. 

Summer 2016 produced 45,504 eBird records for Region 5, and these were 
processed by Swan Swan Hummingbird v4.02. Reports were contributed by 256 
people. NOTE: For this report we have used an abbreviated species list. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Janet Akin, Dennis Anderson, Tom Auer, Brenda Best (BB), Sue Boettger, 
Phillip Bonn, Carla Bregman, Joseph Brin (JB), Ken & Rose Burdick (KRB), 
Andrea Burke, Jerry Case (JC), David Cesari, Richard Cohen, Jim D’Angelo, 
Greg Dashnau (GD), Ian Davis, Rose DeNeve, Michael DeWispelaere, Bill 
Evans (BE), Wayne Fidler (WF), Elizabeth Frascatore, Bill Gruenbaum, Barbara 
& Larry Hall (BLH), Sam Hough, Gene Huggins, Alison Kocek, Joshua LaCelle 
(JaL), Robbie LaCelle (RL), Gary Lee (GL), Tim Lenz, Mark Magistro (MaM), 
Mary Magistro (MM), Nancy Masterson (NM), Anne Mayville, Kevin McGann 
(KM), Jay McGowan (JM), Gary Meyers, Wilma Mount, Ann Nash, David 
Nash (DN), Michele Neligan, Matt Perry (MP), Bill Purcell (BP), Dorothy 
Rewkowski (DR), Paul Richardson (PR), Margaret Rusk (MR), Livia Santana 
(LSa), Stephanie & Thomas Schmidt, Mickey Scilingo (MS), Dominic Sherony, 
Tony Shrimpton (TS), Gerald Smith, Sheila Smith (SS) Jean Soprano (JS), Jim 
Tarolli (JT), Michael Tetlow, DJ Thibado, Judy Thurber, Brian Tuttle, Matt 
Voelker (MV), Lorena Walsh, Drew Weber (DWe), David Wheeler (DW), 
Brian White, Robert G. Williams III (RW). 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADK - Adirondacks, n. HERK; BLNC - Beaver L Nature Center, 
Baldwinsville; Bville - Baldwinsville; CM - Clay Marsh, Clay; Const - Oneida 
L at Constantia; DB - Ditch Bank Rd & vicinity, T Sullivan/Lenox; DH - Derby 
Hill, T Mexico; DL - Delta L, ONEI; Dolge - Dolgeville, HERK; FH - Fair 
Haven, Little Sodus Bay, and vicinity; GB - Great Bear Rec Area, Fulton; 
GLSP - Green Lakes SP, Manlius, ONON; GSC - Great Swamp Conservancy, 
Canastota; Hast - Hastings, OSWE; HI - Howland I, CAYU; HV - Happy 
Valley WMA, Parish; MW - McKoons Road Wetland, Colombia Center, s. 
HERK; OF - Old Forge; OneiL - Oneida L; OnonL - Onondaga L; SFNS - 
Spring Farm Nature Sanctuary, Kirkland; SH - Southern Highlands of 
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Onondaga & Madison Co.; SHTF - Sky High Turf Farm, Chittenango, MADI; 
Skan - Skaneateles; SNC - Sterling Nature Center, Sterling; SP - Sandy Pd and 
vicinity; SSSP - Selkirk Shores SP; Syr - Syracuse; TR - Three Rivers WMA, 
Lysander; VB - Verona Beach SP and vicinity; WH - Whiskey Hollow; WP - 
Woodman Pd, Hamilton. 


WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 

Brant: Atwell, ADK early June (GL), 
continued from previous period, only report. 
Trumpeter Swan: max 4 SNC 16, 18 Jun, 4 
Jul; 2 Oswego 4 Jul; only reports. 

Wood Duck: max 70 DL 15 Aug. 

Gadwall: 6 HI 13 Aug; only report. 

Am. Wigeon: OnonL 19 Jun; Bville 8-24 Aug. 
Am. Black Duck: max 8 MW 10 Jul. 
Blue-winged Teal: 13 MW 6 Jun, breeding; 
max 27 DL31 Aug. 

Green-winged Teal: max 10 MW 6 Jul, 
confirmed breeding. 

Ring-necked Duck: WP 5 Jul - 1 Aug (SH, 
mob), ad male. 

Greater Scaup: pair SP 5 Jun (WF); DL 2 Aug 
(BP), ad male. 

Lesser Scaup: pair SP 15 Jun (AK). 
White-winged Scoter: SP 5 Jun (WF). 
Bufflehead: f SNC 9-10 Jun (JD), only report. 
Hooded Merganser: 14 WP 11 Jun; max 30 
DL 27 Jul. 

Com. Merganser: max 16 DL 8 Aug; 14 Rome 
17 Aug. 

Ruddy Duck: 2 BLNC 20 Jun, both males, one 
thru 16 Jul; all reports from same loc. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: max 5 GSC 7 Jul, 
known release site; reports 4 other Iocs. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 9 Redfield, OSWE 15 
Jun, breeding; 5 Erieville 6 Jul; 5 Salisbury, 
HERK 9 Aug. 

Com. Loon: 7 North Lake, ADK 8 Jul; 7 
Twitchell Lake, ADK 4 Aug; max 8 Big Moose 
Lake, ADK 16 Aug; survey shows 17 young 
result from 33 nests (GL). 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 5 HI 23 Jun; 4 DL 22 
Aug. 

Am. Bittern: max 3 Bridgeport 26 Jun; reports 
of singles from 6 other Iocs. 

Least Bittern: Utica 18 June, found dead, 
falcon prey item; HI 13 Aug; only reports. 
Great Egret: arr Vernon, OnonL 16 Jul; max 
30 DL 12 Aug; 25 TR 24 Aug; good numbs. 
SNOWY EGRET (R5): OnonL 18 Jun (PR, 
mob). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: HI 29 Jul; Syr 
27 Aug; few reports. 
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GLOSSY IBIS (R5): Westmoreland 5 Jun 
(DR, ph). 

BLACK VULTURE (R5): Little Falls 17 Jun 
(BLH!), intro. 

Turkey Vulture: max 100 DH 22 Aug. 

Osprey: max 9 Bville 14 Jul, intro. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

N. Harrier: max 3 Deerfield 2 Jun. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: max 3 SFNS 31 Aug. 
Cooper’s Hawk: max 2 GB 29 Jun; 2 DH 5 
Aug. 

N. Goshawk: 2 SH 12 Jul; Ava 18 Aug, adult; 
only reports. 

Bald Eagle: max 25 DH 5 Aug. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: max 2 Lake Julia 4 
Jul, 2 Hamilton 26 Aug; singles at a dozen other 
Iocs. 

Broad-winged Hawk: max 11 DH 5 Aug. 
Red-tailed Hawk: max 217 DH 5 Aug; one 
case of West Nile Virus strongly suspected, Syr 
(JS). 

Sora: max 2 OnonL 11 Jun; singles at 3 other 
Iocs. 

Virginia Rail: max 5 Fayetteville 13 Aug; 
relatively few reports. 

Com. Gallinule: max 6 HI 17 Aug; reports 
from only 4 other Iocs. 

Am. Coot: max 15 HI 29 Jul; OnonL 14-22 
Aug. 

Sandhill Crane: max 12 HI 26 Jul, 22 Aug; 
only reports. 

Black-bellied Plover: arr Brewerton 23 Aug; 
SHTF 27 Aug; only reports. 

Am. Golden-Plover: arr & max 13 SHTF 27 
Aug; all sightings same loc. 

Semipalmated Plover: last 2 TR 3 Jun; arr 3 
Marcellus 23 Jul; max 46 DL 2 Aug; 30 
Montezuma NWR east 13 Aug. 

PIPING PLOVER: 2 SP 9 - 24 Jun (AK), 
intro. 

Spotted Sandpiper: max 10 OnonL 11 Jun; 8 
DL 6 Aug. 

Solitary Sandpiper: last Dolge 3 Jun; arr 
Eaton 3 Jul; max 17 HI 24 Jul; 12 TR 3 Aug. 
Greater Yellowlegs: arr OnonL 12 Jul; max 19 
Marcellus 21 Aug. 
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Lesser Yellowlegs: arr Skan 6 Jul; max 28 DL 
4, 9 Aug. 

Upland Sandpiper: 2 Deerfield 2-16 Jun; 
Oswego Airport 25 Jun; only Iocs; none after 25 
Jun. 

Ruddy Turnstone: last & max 2 SP 1 Jun 
(AK); arr Oswego 28 Aug (WF, MM); FH 31 
Aug (BP). 

Stilt Sandpiper: HI 20 Jul, only report. 
Sanderling: last SP 15 Jun; arr DL 2 Aug; max 
4 FH 31 Aug; low numbers & few reports. 
Dunlin: SP 9 - 15 Jun. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: arr Montezuma NWR east 
13 Aug; Bridgeport 27, 28 Aug; Brewerton 31 
Aug. 

Least Sandpiper: arr 3 Skan 6 Jul; 100 TR 6 
Aug; max 200 Montezuma NWR east 13 Aug 
(JM); good numbers. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: arr & max 4 DL 2 
Aug (BP); 2 Scriba 14 Aug; only Iocs. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: arr SHTF 21 Aug 
(TS); max 6 SHTF 28 Aug (KM), good number. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: last Poland 15 June; arr 
MW14 Jul; max 13 DL 12 Aug. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: last 3 SP 15 Jun; 
arr Skan 10 Jul; 50 DL 8 Aug; max 120 
Montezuma NWR east 13 Aug (JM). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: arr MW 10 Sep; max 

2 DL 22 Aug; TR 27-28 Aug (GD). 
dowitcher species: max 5 TR 21 Aug (GD). 
Wilson's Snipe: max 3 MW 26 Jul; reports 
from 6 Iocs. 

Am. Woodcock: max 4 HI 3 Jun. 

Bonaparte's Gull: arr 12 Sylvan Beach 19 Jul; 
max 30 Sylvan Beach 26 Jul; most reports from 
OneiL. 

Herring Gull: Little Moose Lake, ADK early 
June (GL), 2 nests with young. 

Great Black-backed Gull: max 6 VB 14 Aug; 
low counts. 

Caspian Tern: max 78 SP 9 Jun. 

Black Tern: Montezuma NWR east 19 Jun; 

WP 19 Jun; only reports. 

Com. Tern: max 208 Cicero 23 Aug; 161 
Canastota 23 Aug. 

Forster’s Tern: FH 31 Aug (BP). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: max 3 HI 19 Jun; 
relatively few reports, intro. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: max 2 GLSP 25 Jun, 2 
SFNS 19-31 Jul, 2 Hast 29 Jul; intro. 

E. Screech-Owl: only 9 reports of singles. 
Great Horned Owl: max 2 Fabius 5 Aug; only 

3 other reports of singles. 

Barred Owl: max 4 Belgium 16 Jul; 
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widespread reports. 

Long-eared Owl: Williamstown 22 Jun; 
Salisbury 3 Aug; only reports. 

Com. Nighthawk: 2 Utica 11 Jun; 18 SH 17 
Aug; max 24 TR 23 Aug (GD). 

E. Whip-poor-will: max 3 Salisbury 3 Jun - 11 
Jul; SSSP 16 Jul; only Iocs. 

Chimney Swift: max 25 TR 18 Aug; generally 
low counts. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 10 WP 22 

Aug. 

Belted Kingfisher: max 9 Bville 13 Jul; 9 DL 
11 Aug. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: max 3 Town of 
Marshall, ONEI 7 Jun, breeding; 2 FH 22 Jul; 2 
Cleveland 6 Aug; New Hartford 28 Jul (SS). 
Am. Kestrel: max 8 Poland 5 Aug; 6 Dolge 16 
Aug; intro. 

Merlin: 2 New Hartford 18 Jul, 2 DL 11 - 26 
Aug; pair Atwell, ADK (GL), successful nest; 
Port Ontario 24 July (JS), nestling rehabilitated 
and released. 

Peregrine Falcon: 2 fledge from Utica nest, 15 
-16 Jun, intro\ 2 fledge from Syr nest; 4 
reports of singles away nest sites. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: last Syr 7 Jun; arr HI 
27 Aug; only reports. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 2 Bridgeport 7 
Aug; 4 more reports of singles. 

Acadian Flycatcher: TR 4 Jun; WH 23 Jun - 
23 Jul; SNC 9 Jun - 23 Jul; only reports. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: max 8 HI 19 Jun. 
Blue-headed Vireo: max 3 OF 13 Jun, 3 HV 

25 Jun, 3 Lake Julia, Remsen. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Waterville 15 Aug; 
Fairfield 26 Aug; only reports. 

Am. Crow: 2 cases of West Nile Virus, Syr 
(JS). 

Fish Crow: 2 Bville 18 Jul; 2 Fulton 28 Jul; 
max 9 OnonL 3 Aug; singles at 4 other Iocs. 
Com. Raven: max 6 GLSP 25 Jun. 

Horned Lark: max 28 SHTF 28 Aug; none 
before 21 Jul. 

Purple Martin: max 43 SP 9 Jun; 40 SSSP 2 
Aug. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 10 WP 30 
Jul. 

Bank Swallow: max 100 HI 26 Jul; 20 Phoenix 

26 Jul. 

Cliff Swallow: 5 TR4 Jun; 5 Cicero 15 Jun; 
max 10 Rome 21 Jul; 6 Phoenix 4 Aug. 

Boreal Chickadee: OF 22 Aug (NM) 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 6 OF 15 Aug; 
late summer incursion. 
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Brown Creeper: 3 HI 19 Jun; 3 OF 21 Aug. 
Winter Wren: max 3 SH Smartville OSWE 3 
Jul; relatively few reports & low numbers. 
Carolina Wren: max 4 DeWitt 19 Aug. 

Marsh Wren: max 10 HI 19 Jun; reports from 
expected areas. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: max 5 HI 20 Jul. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: max 4 Sangerfield 
24 Jul. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: SH 18 Aug (BW). 
Veery: max 7 Smartville 3 Jul; 7 Williamstown 
26 Jun. 

Swainson's Thrush: max 3 Redfield 15 Jun, 3 
Lake Julia, Remsen 4 Jul; reports from 4 other 
Iocs. 

Hermit Thrush: 5 Lake Julia, Remsen 4 Jul; 
max 6 Moss Lake 27 Jul; 6 OF 30 Jul. 

Wood Thrush: max 13 Camillus 25 Jun; 8 
SFNS 6 Jul; 9 CM 11 Jul. 

Brown Thrasher: max 4 Camillus 18 Jun, 4 
GLSP 18-25 Jun. 

N. Mockingbird: max 3 Syr 11-12 Jun, 3 
GLSP 6 Aug. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Louisiana Waterthrush: max 2 DeRuyter 9 
Jun, 2 Orwell 11 Jun; reports of singles from 
only 5 other Iocs. 

N. Waterthrush: max 4 BLNC 13 Jun, 4 
Williamstown 26 Jun. 

Golden-winged Warbler: Scriba 25 June; 
Bville 28 Aug; only reports. 

Blue-winged Warbler: max 3 SFNS 3-30 
Jun; relatively poor numbers. 

“Brewster's” Warbler: Scriba 25 Jun. 
“Lawrence's” Warbler: GB 25 Jun (WF). 
Prothonotary Warbler: max 6 HI 19 Jun (JM, 
LS), breeding; HI 17 Jul (JM, TL). 

Tennessee Warbler: arr Const 14 Aug; SFNS 
21 Aug; Brewerton 30 Aug; only reports. 
Mourning Warbler: max 8 WH 1 Jun; 4 
Camillus 25 Jun. 

Hooded Warbler: max 5 Williamstown 26 
Jun. 

Cape May Warbler: last SFNS 6 Jun (MP), 
late; arr 2 Hast 28 Aug. 

Cerulean Warbler: max 29 HI 19 Jun (JM, 
LS), intro ; singles BL, Phoenix, Pompey, New 
Haven. 

N. Parula: 2 OF 17 Jul, 21 Aug; Moss Lake 27 
Jul; only reports. 

Magnolia Warbler: max 7 SFNS 31 Aug. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: arr 2 SFNS 29 Aug; 2 
BLNC 30 Aug; only reports. 

Blackburnian Warbler: max 8 Smartville, 
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OSWE 3 Jul; 5 Lake Julia, Remsen 4 Jul. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last Hast 3 Jun; arr Hast 
30 Aug. 

Pine Warbler: max 4 Williamstown 26 Jun; 4 
TR Bville 4 Jul. 

Prairie Warbler: Tully 14 Jun, only report. 
Canada Warbler: max 3 TR 4 Jun, 3 
Smartville 3 Jul, 3 Cold Brook 13 Jul. 

Wilson’s Warbler: arr Rice Creek Field 
Station 20 Aug; SFNS 28 Aug; Hast 29 Aug; 
only reports. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

E. Towhee: 8 TR 4 Jul; max 9 Hast 17 Jul. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: Pompey 14 Jun; max 3 
SFNS 15 - 16 Jul; only Iocs. 

Vesper Sparrow: Dolge 22 Jul, only report. 
Savannah Sparrow: max 5 Deerfield 16 Jun - 
5 Aug; relatively few reports &d low counts. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: 3 Richland, OSWE 11 
Jun; 2 Poland 6 Jun; max 4 DeWitt 2 Jul; only 
reports. 

Henslow's Sparrow: DH 2 Jun, flight call 
recorded on night-migration microphone (BE), 
sonogram, intro. 

Scarlet Tanager: max 4 WH 1 Jun, 4 Kirkland 
Woods 4 Jun, 4 GLSP 25 Jun, 4 DH 28 Aug. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 5 BLNC 28 Jun; 
max 12 SFNS 11 Jul; 11 CM 16 Jul; 7 WP 22 
Aug. 

Indigo Bunting: max 12 Hast 17 Jul; 11 
Elbridge 1 Aug. 

Bobolink: 29 Deerfield 22 Jun; max 82 
Bridgeport 27 Aug. 

E. Meadowlark: max 25 Lebanon 2 Aug; 
mostly small numbers. 

Orchard Oriole: max 6 GLSP 25 Jun, 9 Jul; 
reports from 8 other Iocs. 

Baltimore Oriole: 9 DeWitt 2 Jun; 9 Camillus 
18 Jun; max 15 HI 19 Jun. 

Purple Finch: max 12 Dolge 20 Aug; 
widespread reports. 

House Finch: max 20 Bville 14 Aug. 

Red Crossbill: 5 Fabius 4 Jul (DWe), only 
report. 

Pine Siskin: max 8 Eagle Bay ADK; most 
reports from HERK 

Evening Grosbeak: 2 Eagle Bay ADK 21 Jun, 
only report. 

EXOTICS 

Chukar: TR 26 Jun - 4 Jul. 
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REGION 6—ST. LAWRENCE 


Jeffrey S. Bolsinger 

98 State Street, Canton NY 13617 
jsbolsinger@yahoo.com 

It was a very dry summer, and, although the season’s precipitation total in 
Watertown was only 1.7 inches below normal, signs of drought were obvious 
everywhere. By the beginning of summer many small ponds and wetlands were 
entirely dry thanks to the winter’s lack of snow and a very dry spring. June and 
August were both modestly wetter than normal, each month receiving a little 
less than one inch more precipitation than average, but just 0.4 inches of rain fell 
on Watertown during July. Temperatures relative to normal increased through 
the summer, from within one degree of normal in June to 3-6 degrees above 
normal in August. 

Dry conditions were obvious everywhere away from the Lake Ontario 
shoreline and the St. Lawrence River. A visit to almost any small pond or 
wetland was likely to reveal a completely dry expanse of mud and an absence of 
waterfowl and other wetland birds. Most larger bodies of water were lower than 
anybody could remember seeing them, lined with extensive mudflats that dried 
up as the summer progressed. Given the lack of water everywhere else, it was 
odd to see very high water levels on Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River 
throughout the summer as water was held back at the dams on the river. 

I heard a few anecdotal reports from birders and hunters who thought that 
Mallard numbers were unusually low, but waterfowl and waterbird reports 
otherwise seemed mostly typical. Most summer duck reports come from a few 
large wetland complexes that did not entirely dry up, and a more thorough 
sampling of the Region’s wetland habitats may well have revealed a significant 
scarcity of waterbirds. Perhaps because of a lack of water elsewhere, unusually 
large numbers of Mallards and Blue-winged Teal were at Perch River WMA in 
August. Several observers commented on apparently high productivity for 
Ruffed Grouse and Wild Turkey, attributing the perceived high nesting success 
to a dry spring. 

Sandhill Crane reports continue to increase, but the precise number of 
breeding pairs in Region 6 remains unclear. Adults with colts were seen in two 
locations, one in the town of Madrid near the Lisbon Swamp, where nesting has 
been suspected for nearly 10 years, and one at Wilson Hill WMA, where there 
had been no summer sightings until this family group appeared in August. 
Although the origin of this later group is unknown, there is another recent record 
of a family group from the town of Louisville less than five miles from Wilson 
Hill, near extensive swamps on private property that could support a nesting 
pair. Additional June and July sightings from the towns of Lyme and Theresa 
may represent unknown nesting sites, the latter location being near an area in 
Hammond with multiple crane reports in past years. Combined with locations 
where nesting has been confirmed or suspected over the past few years, 
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observations from this year suggest the presence of between 3 and 10 nesting 
sites in Region 6. 

Low water at PRWMA led to decent concentrations of shorebirds for the 
second consecutive year, although this year the lack of water was natural and not 
related to management. The most unusual shorebird at Perch River was a Buff¬ 
breasted Sandpiper on 25 August, the first reported in Region 6 since 2011. 
Other species at Perch River that are infrequently observed in Region 6 included 
Stilt Sandpiper and Wilson’s Phalarope. Few shorebird reports came from 
elsewhere, including Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River where habitat 
was largely underwater. However, a pair of Piping Plovers returned to 
Lakeview WMA after last year’s historic successful nesting attempt, but 
unfortunately their nest failed this year, after which the plovers were not seen 
again. 

Not surprisingly given the drought, Sedge Wrens were unusually scarce, but 
numbers of other grassland birds appeared to be comparable to recent years. The 
eight Upland Sandpipers Alan Belford found in Clayton on 29 June is roughly 
equivalent to the total number reported each of the past few nesting seasons in 
Region 6, but this species was only seen in three other locations. About 17 male 
Henslow’s Sparrows were reported from four locations, also roughly typical for 
the past few years. Most of these Henslow’s Sparrows were at just two sites: 
Perch River WMA and a private field enrolled in a NYSDEC landowner 
incentive program. This program is being phased out, which could well 
contribute to further declines in Jefferson County’s already very small 
Henslow’s Sparrow population. 

The only real passerine rarity of the season was an Acadian Flycatcher 
that was singing above Greg Lawrence’s tent at Coles Creek State Park on the 
morning of 2 June. While not quite a rarity, Yellow-billed Cuckoo tends to be 
scarce in Region 6 most years, so the 22 reports from this summer were 
noteworthy. During the early summer, tent caterpillars seemed to be more 
abundant than they have been since the end of a massive outbreak more than a 
decade ago, which could explain the high number of Yellow-billed Cuckoos. 
However, Black-billed Cuckoo numbers seemed very similar to the past two 
years. 

Once again Golden-winged Warblers received a great deal of attention by 
visiting birders and biologists. As in the past few years, Blue-winged Warblers 
are well established and now outnumber Golden-winged Warblers south of a 
line running roughly from just north of Fort Drum through the brushland of 
northwestern Jefferson County, including Chaumont Barrens and other alvar 
communities. North of this line Blue-winged Warblers remain scarce, although 
many hybrids occur, especially in the St. Lawrence Valley lowlands. The only 
area where Golden-winged Warblers occur with few Blue-winged Warblers or 
obvious hybrids is the Indian River Lakes Region and adjacent areas 
characterized by numerous, narrow ridges and valleys. This account is all based 
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on observations of phenotypes, and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology continues to 
study the genetics of birds in this area. 

Throughout the summer there were indications of some bird movements 
that don’t fit in with typical spring or summer migrations. From 15 June through 
at least early August I found Red-breasted Nuthatches on several dates in small 
patches of deciduous trees or other places where nesting seems highly unlikely 
and suspect that these birds were part of a southward movement out of Canada. 
On 18 June one of these nuthatches was near two late migrant Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers in willow patch on Fort Drum. Pine Siskins and Red Crossbills also 
put in widely scattered appearances in places where they did not likely nest, 
although the source for these birds is not clear. 

The usual trickle of southbound Eastern Kingbirds, Yellow Warblers, 
Bobolinks, Baltimore Orioles, and other early migrants was evident throughout 
August, but on most days there was little sign of any significant migration. The 
only real exception was a large fallout featuring many passerine species that 
Alan Belford witnessed on the Tug Flill on 31 August. Otherwise small numbers 
of migrants were seen most days but usually just one or a few individuals at a 
time, with no large migrants flocks noted. 

For the season, I received reports of 207 species, a good tally for Region 6 
although eight species shy of last summer’s unusually high total. The best bird 
of the season was the Acadian Flycatcher at Coles Creek State Park, but as with 
so many rarities in Region 6 it was only seen by one or two birders. Particularly 
disappointing was the failure of the Piping Plover nest at Lakeview WMA, but 
given the apparently increasing population on Lake Ontario there remains hope 
that this species will once again become a regular member of the Region 6 
avifauna. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Tom Auer, Alan Belford, Gail Benson, Adam Bleau, Jeff Bolsinger, Richard & 
Marion Brouse, Corey Callaghan, Julie Covey, Gordon Dimmig, Lee Ellsworth, 
Benjamin Dixon, Wayne Fidler, Willis Haller, Lee Harper, Steve Kelling, Greg 
Lawrence, Nick Leone, Patricia Lindsay, Irene Mazzocchi, Larry Master, Brian 
McAllister, Garrett MacDonald, Brian Miller, Shai Mitra, Ann Nash, Eugene 
Nichols, Mandi Roggie, Linnea Rowse, Glenn Seeholzer, Jessica Sielawa, Brian 
Sullivan, Rose Swift, Elizabeth Truzkowski, Tom & Eileen Wheeler, Chris 
Wood, Sue Yenoli. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

AFWMA - Ashland Flats WMA; BPWMA - Black Pd WMA; CB - Chaumont 
Barrens preserve, T Clayton; CCSP - Coles Creek SP; CV - T Cape Vincent; 
FD - Fort Drum Military Reservation; JEFF - Jefferson County; LGI - Little 
Galloo I; LPt - Leonard Pd trail, T Colton; LWMA - Lakeview WMA, T 
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Ellisburg; MM - Massawepie Mire, T Piercefield and Colton; PilPt - Pillar Pt; 
PRGC - Partridge Run Golf Course, T Canton; PRWMA - Perch River WMA; 
SBSP - Southwick Beach SP; SLR - St. Lawrence Ri; STLA - St. Lawrence 
County; TMB - Three Mile Bay, T Lyme; ULLWMA - Upper and Lower Lakes 
WMA, T Canton; WGSP—Whetstone Gulf SP; WHWMA - Wilson Hill WMA. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: T Watertown 8 Aug (BMi). 

Mute Swan: max 18 PRWMA 20 Jul. 
Trumpeter Swan: 2 Mud Lake T DePeyster 9 
Aug, only report away from PRWMA & 
ULLWMA nesting sites. 

Wood Duck: max 190 PRWMA 27 Aug. 

Gad wall: max 12 PRWMA 31 Jul. 

Am. Wigeon: max 10 PRWMA 22 Aug. 

Am. Black Duck: max 20 T Waddington 27 
Aug. 

Mallard: max 1240 PRWMA 25 Aug. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 95 PRWMA 25 Aug. 
N. Shoveler: 5 T Lyme 31 Jul (RB), only 
report. 

N. Pintail: max 3 WHWMA 28 Aug. 

Green-winged Teal: max 36 WHWMA 28 
Aug. 

Redhead: arr WHWMA 17 Aug, where max 15 
there 31 Aug. 

Ring-necked Duck: m TMB thru Jul, unusual 
location; max 74 ULLWMA 27 Aug. 

Com. Goldeneye: Cranberry L 30 Jul (AB), 
only report. 

Com. Merganser: 16 reports Adirondacks, L 
Ontario & SLR. 

Ruffed Grouse: many broods reported 
suggesting excellent reproduction. 

Spruce Grouse: Bog River Fall 18 Jul (AN), 
only report. 

Pied-billed Grebe: max 45 ULLWMA 27 Aug; 
41 FD 18 Aug. 

Am. Bittern: 3-9/day in damp old fields FD 
Jun & Jul. 

Least Bittern: reports from FD, PRWMA, 
ULLWMA, WHWMA & Wilson’s Bay CV. 
Great Egret: max 30 O’Neil Rd swamp T 
Massena 24 Jul, such numbers not unusual NE 
STLA; 17/day PRWMA late Aug high for 
JEFF. 

Green Heron: max 8 T Lyme 16 Jul & PRGC 
30 Jul. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: max 31 

PRWMA 17 Jul. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: 8 reports. 

Cooper’s Hawk: 18 reports. 


N. Goshawk: several reports T Colton & 
Piercefield Jun & Jul. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: 25+ widely scattered 
reports. 

Virginia Rail: 14 reports from 5 locations. 
Sora: only 3 reports, very low. 

Com. Gallinule: max 23 Matoon Creek Marsh 
FD 13 Jul, where more than usual for 2 nd 
consecutive year. 

Am. Coot: T Lyme 16 Jul (SK, BS, CW), only 
report. 

Sandhill Crane: T Hounsfield 6 Jun (AB); T 
Theresa 18 Jun (BM, LM); 2 AFWMA T Lyme 
18 Jun (WH); 2 T Lyme 31 Jul (RB); PRWMA 
8 Aug thru (mob); 2 ad & 1 y T Madrid 20 Aug 
(TW, EW); 3-4/day WHWMA 18 Aug thru 
(HW, mob). 

Black-bellied Plover: last spring migrant 
WHWMA 2 Jun; 6 reports 1-2 PRWMA 8 Aug. 
Am. Golden-Plover: ad WHWMA 28 Aug 
(JB, BD), only report. 

Semipalmated Plover: last 2 spring migrants 
WHWMA 2 Jun; up to 10/day PRWMA & 
WHWMA Aug. 

PIPING PLOVER: nest attempt same LWMA 
area as 2015 failed, adults not seen again (IM). 
Killdeer: max 40 PRWMA 25 Aug. 

Greater Yellowlegs: last spring migrant FD 1 
Jun; max 35 PRWMA 24 Aug. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: CV 2 Aug. 

Upland Sandpiper: 6 reports of up to 8 T 
Clayton Jun & Jul; T Lyme 16 Jul; T Rutland 
22 Jul; at least 6 territories FD Jun. 

Stilt Sandpiper: PRWMA 22-27 Aug (mob), 
only report. 

Sanderling: 2-3/day WHWMA 28-31 Aug; 2 
BPWMA 30 Aug. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: 1-2/day PRWMA 25-27 
Aug, only reports. 

Least Sandpiper: max 22 PRWMA 26 Aug. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: PRWMA 25-26 
Aug, only reports. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: PRWMA 25 Aug 
(JB), rare R6. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 5 reports singles 
PRWMA 3 Jul thru. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: last spring migrant 
WHWMA 2 Jun; max 13 PRWMA 22 Aug. 
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Short-billed Dowitcher: 2 PRWMA 14 Aug; 
PRWMA 25 Aug; only reports. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: PRWMA 29 Aug (JC), 
only report. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: max 17 PilPt 1 Aug. 
Herring Gull: 971 nests LGI. 

Caspian Tern: 2354 nests LGI 3 Jun. 

Black Tern: up to 50/day PRWMA Jun; 26 
ULLWMA 12 Jun; 4 Wilson’s Bay march CV 
30 Jun & 17 Jul; 31 AFWMA 17 Jul. 

Com. Tern: 1272 nests SLR (LH), 20 nests 
LGI where population slowly increasing. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 22 reports most since 
2011 . 

Black-billed Cuckoo: 37 reports, comparable 
to previous 2 summers. 

E. Screech-Owl: T Rossie 17 Jul & T 
Alexandria 31 Jul, only reports. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: Pleasant Valley SF 8 Aug 
(GM), only report. 

Com. Nighthawk: Sherman L 1 Jul, only Jun 
or Jul report away from FD; max 26 T 
Watertown 27 Aug. 

E. Whip-poor-will: up to 35/night in 
traditional strongholds FD, CB, T Clayton & 
Indian River Lakes. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 10-11 territories 
FD. 

Merlin: about 30 reports from throughout R6. 
Peregrine Falcon: 1-2/day PRWMA 27 Jul 
thru; FD 28 Jul; WHWMA 22 Aug; T 
Hounsfield 29 Aug; T Hammond 31 Aug. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: last obvious spring 
migrant FD 2 Jun; 9 reports from SE STLA 
representing local breeders; 3 T Potsdam 23 
Aug. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: late migrant FD 18 
Jun; 13 reports from nesting habitat SE STLA; 
max 8 Sevey Bog T Colton 17 Jun; migrant 
SBSP 27 Aug. 

ACADIAN FLYCATCHER (R6): CCSP 2 
Jun (GLl). 

Willow Flycatcher: max 18 FD 29 Jun. 
Philadelphia Vireo: Tooley Pond Rd T Clare 
& Clifton July 11 & 17, only breeding season 
reports; 5 reports migrants 27-31 Aug. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: scattered apparent 
migrants or dispersing birds in deciduous 
woodland where nesting unlikely FD 15 Jun 
thru at least mid-Jul. 

Sedge Wren: 1 FD 3 Jun to 9 Aug, where only 
male until 2 more arr immediate vicinity 28 Jul; 
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4 th m FD about 8 km from previous location; 
PRWMA 7 Jul; fewest since at least 2000. 
Carolina Wren: 2 T Watertown 16 Jul, only 
report. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 4 reports Jun & Jul, 
low; last SBSP 27 Aug. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: T Parishville 26 Jun 
(JB); Dead Creek T Piercefield 29 Jun (GD); 
only reports. 

E. Bluebird: 7 boxes CV & T Clayton fledged 
44 y. 

N. Mockingbird: max 4 FD 3 Jul; reports from 
4 other locations. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Louisiana Waterthrush: 2 locations T 
Antwerp 17 Jul; WGSP 4 Jul, only other report. 
Golden-winged Warbler: phenotypes visually 
confirmed for 56 FD thru. 

Blue-winged Warbler: phenotypes visually 
confirmed for 93 FD thru. 

Tennessee Warbler: 4 reports 22-31 Aug. 
Hooded Warbler: max 4 T Ellisburg 6 Jun 
(NL). 

Cerulean Warbler: 3 m at 2 sites FD Jun; 11 
m at 7 sites Indian River Lakes area Jun & Jul 
(mob); 2 sites T Croghan Jul (MR); 3 T Dekalb 
NE known nesting site R6. 

N. Parula: T Redwood 18 Jun (BM); PRWMA 
31 Jul (SK); rare outside Adirondacks & Tug 
Hill Jun & Jul. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: 3 reports 31 Aug. 
Blackpoll Warbler: max 10 WGSP 31 Aug. 
Palm Warbler: max 17 MM 9 Jul. 

Prairie Warbler: max 15 FD 25 Jun; T Rossie 
17 Jul, only report away from primary breeding 
areas at FD & NW JEFF. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: max approx. 
100 Lesser Wilderness SF 31 Aug. 

Wilson’s Warbler: 4 reports 1-2/day 27-31 
Aug. 

TANAGERS - WEAVERS 

Clay-colored Sparrow: T Clayton 1 Jun (NL); 
T Canton 19 Jun (JB); 3 Galop Is 23 Jun (GL); 
Tug Hill SF 4 Jul (WF); 4 T Henderson 16 Jul 
(SK, BS, CW); max 29 FD 24 Jun. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 55 FD 3 Jul; PRWMA 
11 Jul, only report away from FD. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: max 24 FD 3 Jul; 11 
reports elsewhere W JEFF; Galop Is 24 Jun & T 
Hammond 30 Jun, only reports outside JEFF. 
Henslow’s Sparrow: Tubelino Road T Orleans 
29 Jun (AB); 3-4 FD thru; max 7 PRWMA Jul; 
6 Clayton field enrolled in DEC landowner 
incentive program. 
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Lincoln’s Sparrow: Bonaparte Swamp 
Preserve 24 Jul (TA), likely at edge regular R6 
breeding range. 

Orchard Oriole: Galop Is 24 Jun (GL); T 
Henderson 16 Jul (SK, BS, CW); migrant FD 
26 Aug. 

Red Crossbill: MM 18 Jun (AB); Glen Meal 
SF 5 Jul (JB); Pleasant Valley SF 9 Aug (GM, 
RS). 


Pine Siskin: max 5 T Croghan 2 Jun; 5 other 
reports Jun; FD 7 Jul & T Lowville 6 Aug, only 
reports after Jun. 

Evening Grosbeak: 2 T Parishville 4 Jun; 2 T 
Pinckney 17 Jun; only reports. 


REGION 7—ADIRONDACK-CHAMPLAIN 


No report was received this season. The Region 7 report will resume as of the Spring 
2017 season. 


REGION 8—HUDSON-MOHAWK 
Tom Williams 

153A Consaul Rd., Albany, NY 12205 
trwdsd@fastmail.fm 

The weather for June continued the abnormally dry pattern seen throughout late 
winter and spring, with near normal temperatures. Albany averaged one degree 
above normal, with three days surpassing 90°F, but also a cool period from 8-13 
June where the temperature broke 70° only once. Precipitation was 1.48" below 
normal. July averaged 2.2° above normal, and rainfall was 2.32" more than 
normal, offering a welcome reprieve from the drought conditions. Temperatures 
were almost 4° above the mean in August, with a four-day heat wave occurring 
from 11-14 August. Precipitation was half an inch above normal at Albany. 

Among several Region 8 rarities during the period, a Chuck-will’s-widow 
recorded on 17 June near West Mt. in Warren County was most remarkable. A 
rare breeder in New York, found in a few locations on Long Island each year, 
this bird’s presence came to light when Mona Bearor learned about it from a 
friend and arranged to visit the homeowner’s property one evening. From her 
eBird report, the following excerpt: “Four of us heard the bird plainly, and I am 
uploading a video to YouTube with audio which I recorded from the 
homeowner's back deck. The bird was quite a ways off when we first heard it at 
21:17 then it moved to a spot just beyond the backyard fence at 21:21 and called 
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repeatedly for 11 minutes before it flew to the south. We did not hear it again. 
The property owner said the bird has been around for a month or so and that she 
sometimes hears it far away, but many times as close as it was on 17 June and in 
the same area just beyond her property line. Often it starts calling right at dusk, 
but she also hears it in the night if she wakes up. It often calls for hours.” With 
NYSDEC making a concerted effort to collect information through nightjar 
surveys this year, it will be interesting to see what else might be out there. 

Sandhill Crane sightings continue to increase in interior eastern New 
York, where they are now almost a monthly occurrence. Mona Bearor, while 
driving on 1-87, watched a pair in flight in Warren County on 6 June. An out-of- 
state birder from MA, traveling near Saratoga Lake on 16 July, reported one in a 
field near a pond. The most widely viewed Sandhill Crane was a long-staying 
bird at the LaGrange Farm near Feura Bush, Albany County. Many observers 
documented the bird in mid-August, and the property owner confirmed that it 
had been around his place “for some time now.” 

A Little Blue Heron was found by Liz Curley at Champlain Canal Lock 2 
in Saratoga County on 16 July, during the annual arrival of post-breeding 
dispersal waders to our area. She initially identified it as a Snowy Egret but 
posted some good photographs with her report, prompting Andy Guthrie to 
realize it was a juvenile heron. 

Ken Harper observed and photographed an immature Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron on Towpath Rd. in Kingsbury along the old Champlain Canal on 5 
August. Only a handful of reports of this species have been recorded in Region 
8, as they are rare away from coastal locations of New York. 

Another species rarely found away from coastal locations and the Great 
Lakes, a Laughing Gull was seen and photographed by Jeremy Collison on 5 
August. It was loafing with other gulls at Cohoes Flats along the Mohawk River 
in Albany County. 

Eight Glossy Ibis were discovered at the Watervliet Reservoir in 
Guilder land, Albany County, on 7 August by Frank Mitchell. This was the rarest 
of the post-breeding dispersal season sightings in Region 8, and a wandering 
group of eight was even more notable. The birds were not seen the following 
day, another of the typical “one-day wonders” that move through the area. 

Liz Curley found a Ruddy Turnstone at Cohoes Flats on 30 August, and 
many birders were able to view it that day and the next, as it lingered for a while 
before departing. Water levels were lower than normal in many areas during 
local shorebird migration this season, and overall numbers and diversity were 
notably down from recent years. 

Bob Yunick submitted field notes and a summary of banding operations 
for the breeding season from Jenny Lake in Corinth, Saratoga County. Overall, 
it was very quiet, he notes: “Only one warbler, a Yellow-rumped, was banded 
and that in May; no Ovenbirds were heard or banded; Purple Finches handled 
increased to 141 (101 banded, 40 returns) over 107 last year, but included only 
14 HYs as of 8/30, a near-record low in 46 years. While 7 Chipping Sparrows 
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were captured (all adult) by 8/6, not a single HY was captured just as in 2015; 
and as the capture of 10 adult R-br. Grosbeaks 6/19-8/14 was a positive sign, not 
a single imm. was captured. The one breeding success was the return after a 

two-year absence of breeding Evening Grosbeaks-. This species bred at JL, 

a few in 1971-72, then continuously for 25 yrs 1989-2013. Missing in 2014 and 
2015, they reappeared this year with adults in breeding condition: 1 st ASY/M on 
5/7; then 4 F (3 ASY, 1 SY) and 1 SY/M 6/25 to 7/2 with the 1 st young, both M, 
banded 7/23 and 7/29” Bob also reported banding fewer hatch-year Ruby- 
throated Hummingbirds than normal, despite a small increase in overall 
numbers. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Larry Alden, Will Aubrey, Ramona Bearor, Susan Beaudoin, Mike Birmingham, 
Matt Brunelle, Nancy Castillo, Glen & Malinda Chapman, Steve Chorvas, 
Jeremy Collison, Bill Cook, Elizabeth Curley; Alan Devoe Bird Club recent 
sightings, Amanda Dillon, Craig Driggs, Bruce Dudek, Lindsey Duval, Larry 
Federman, Debra Ferguson, Mark Fitzsimmons, Brianna Gary, Bemie & Chris 
Grossman, Rich Guthrie, HMBirds Yahoo Group, Larry & Barbara Hall, Ken 
Harper, David Harrison, Ron Harrower, John Hershey, John Kent, Nancy Kern, 
Bill Lee, Naomi Lloyd, Tristan Lowery, Larry Main, Alan Mapes, Leigh 
McBride, Thom McClenahan, Steve Mesick, Joyce Miller, Frank Mitchell, 
Frank Murphy, Jenny Murtaugh, Ellen Pemrick, Will Raup, Gregg Recer, Neal 
Reilly, John Roosenberg, Jeanette Roundy, Kathy Schneider, Zach Schwartz- 
Weinstein, Marian Sole, George Steele, Scott Stoner, Craig Thompson, Alison 
Van Keuren, Phil Whitney, T. Lloyd Williams, Tom & Colleen Williams, 
Donna Wright, Will Yandik, Robert Yunick. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

APBP - Albany Pine Bush Preserve, ALBA; AR - Alcove Res, ALBA; BCM - 
Black Creek Marsh, ALBA; BCR - Basic Creek Res, ALBA; BMB - Bog 
Meadow Brook Nature Trail, SARA; CCGP - Coxsackie Creek Grasslands 
Preserve, GREE; CF - Cohoes Flats, ALBA; CL - Collins L, SCHE; CRM - 
Cline Rd. Marsh, FULT; FR - Five Rivers EEC, ALBA; FtEG - Ft. Edward 
Grasslands, WASH; FV - Franklinton Vlaie, SCHO; HP - Huyck Preserve, 
ALBA; OCA - Ooms Conservation Area, COLU; PRWMA - Partridge Run 
WMA, ALBA; SNHP - Saratoga National Historical Park, SARA; SISP - 
Schodack I SP, RENN; TR - Tomhannock Res, RENN; VFNHP - Vischer 
Ferry Nature & Historic Preserve, SARA; WMP - Wilson M. Powell Wildlife 
Sanctuary, COLU. 
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WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Gadwall: max 6 Stanton Pond ALBA 16 Aug. 
Blue-winged Teal: max 2 Stanton Pond ALBA 
21 Aug; CF 23 Aug. 

N. Shoveler: CF 22 Aug, only report. 
Green-winged Teal: Scotia SCHE 2 Aug; 4 
Stanton Pond ALBA 16 Aug; CF 21 Aug. 
Greater Scaup: Vischer Ferry Power Plant 
SARA 23 Jul, unusual, ph. 

Bufflehead: BCR 19 Jun, late. 

Hooded Merganser: max 9 Scotia SCHE 16 
Aug. 

Ruddy Duck: BCR 19 Jun, late. 

Ruffed Grouse: max 11 Lk Desolation SF 
SARA 25 Jun. 

Am. Bittern: max 4 Amy’s Park WARR 18 
Jun. 

Least Bittern: BCM 1 Jun; 3 VFNHP 27 Jun; 
Ballston Creek Preserve SARA 1 Jun, only 
reports. 

Great Egret: arr Niskayuna RR Sta SCHE 12 
Jul; max 18 Mohawk R Latham ALBA 3 Aug. 
Snowy Egret: arr Champlain Canal Lock 2 
SARA 14 Jul; max 2 Champlain Canal Lock 2 
SARA 6 Aug; 2 Mohawk R Cohoes ALBA 13 
Aug. 

LITTLE BLUE HERON (R8): Champlain 
Canal Lock 2 16 Jul (EC), intro. 

Green Heron: max 12 BCM 15 Jul. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: arr Champlain 
Canal WASH 19 Jul; max 4 Mohawk R Lock 8 
SCHE 5 Aug. 

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 
(R8): Towpath Rd T Kingsbury WASH 5 Aug 
(KH), ph, intro. 

GLOSSY IBIS (R8): 8 Watervliet Res ALBA 
7 Aug (FM), intro. 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Black Vulture: max 6 APBP 24 Aug. 

Virginia Rail: max 6 CRM 3 Jul. 

Sora: CRM 14 Jun; BCM 15 Aug; only reports. 
Com. Gallinule: max 6 Carters Pond WMA 
WASH 3 Jul. 

Am. Coot: 3 TR 5 Aug; Watervliet Res 8 Aug; 
only reports. 

SANDHILL CRANE (R8): 2 nr Warrensburg 
WARR 6 Jun; nr Saratoga L SARA 16 Jul; 
Feura Bush ALBA 23 Jun, 12-18 Aug. 
Semipalmated Plover: arr Scotia SCHE 31 Jul; 
max 10 CF 31 Aug. 

Greater Yellowlegs: arr CF 30 Jul; max 3 HP 
27 Aug. 
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Lesser Yellowlegs: arr BMB 6 Jul; max 14 
South Bay WASH 28 Aug. 

Upland Sandpiper: max 4 Ames MONT 2 
Jun; Argyle WASH 23 Jul; Albany Int Airport 
24 Aug. 

RUDDY TURNSTONE (R8): CF 30-31 Aug 

(EC), intro. 

Sanderling: Scotia SCHE 31 Jul, only report. 
Least Sandpiper: arr CF, Stanton Pond ALBA 
9 Jul; max 41 Scotia SCHE 1 Aug. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: arr Kinderhook 
COLU 3 Aug; Blockhouse Park SARA 6 Aug; 
CF 9 Aug; Stanton Pond ALBA 21 Aug. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: arr Scotia SCHE 31 Jul; 
max 3 Stanton Pond ALBA 22 Aug. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: arr CF 9 Jul; max 6 
Stanton Pond ALBA 24 Aug. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: CF 14 Aug and 21 
Aug; only reports. 

Wilson’s Snipe: max 15 South Bay WASH 28 
Aug. 

Bonaparte’s Gull: arr CF 1 Aug; max 2 Silver 
Bay WARR 7 Aug. 

LAUGHING GULL (R8): CF 5 Aug (JC) 
Caspian Tern: arr Coeymans Landing ALBA 
12 Jul; max 2 Clemons WASH 22 Jul. 

Com. Tern: arr CF 12 Jul, only report. 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: max 2 VFNHP 16 Jul. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: max 2 FtEG 18 Jun. 

N. Saw-whet Owl: max 2 Putnam WASH 27 
Mar. 

Com. Nighthawk: arr Copake L COLU 15 
Aug; max 101 APBP 26 Aug. 
CHUCK-WILLS-WIDOW: West Mt WARR 
17 Jun (RB), audio recording, intro. 

E. Whip-poor-will: max 4 Putnam WASH 22 
Jun; 4 nr Stanton Pond ALBA 10 Jul. 

Chimney Swift: max 200 CF 5 Aug. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 8 
Towpath Rd, Kingsbury WASH 27 Aug. 

Am. Kestrel: max 12 FtEG 6 Aug. 

Merlin: max 4 Washington Pk ALBA 19 Jun, 
breeding pair with two nestlings. 

Peregrine Falcon: max 5 Troy RENN 9 Jun. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

E. Wood-Pewee: max 11 Skidmore College 
SARA 9 Aug. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: max 3 Plateau Mt 
GREE 1 Jun. 
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Acadian Flycatcher: 2 nr Middleburgh SCHO 
4 Jul; Rensselaerville SF ALBA 11 Jun. 

Alder Flycatcher: max 9 BMB 2 Jun. 

Willow Flycatcher: max 14 BCM 6 Jun. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: max 8 Albany 
Rural Cem ALBA 7 Jun. 

E. Kingbird: max 17 nr Craryville COLU 22 
Aug. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: max 4 BCM 12 Jun. 
Blue-headed Vireo: max 17 North L SP GREE 
29 Jul. 

Philadelphia Vireo: nr Brant L WARR 17 Jul, 
ph, breeder? 

Purple Martin: max 8 Saratoga L SARA 6 
Jun. 

N. Rough-winged Swallow: max 15 Babcock 
L RENN 7 Aug. 

Bank Swallow: max 25 CC Lock 2 SARA 21 
Aug. 

Cliff Swallow: max 25 North L SP GREE 21 
Jul. 

Barn Swallow: max 50 Glenville SCHE 30 Jul. 
Marsh Wren: max 13 BCM 4 Jun. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: max 6 VFNHP 20 Jul. 
E. Bluebird: max 12 NYPA Blenheim-Gilboa 
nature trail 11 Jun. 

Veery: max 22 SISP 30 Jun. 

Swainson’s Thrush: max 12 Plateau Mt GREE 
1 Jun. 

Wood Thrush: max 13 Champlain Canal Trail 
SARA 24 Jul. 

LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

Worm-eating Warbler: max 3 Deer Mt Nature 
Trail ALBA 19 Jun. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: max 4 Deer Mt 
Nature Trail ALBA 19 Jun. 

Golden-winged Warbler: max 2 Hutton 
Square Rd, Putnam Sta WASH 1 Jun, only 
report. 


Blue-winged Warbler: max 4 Lake Desolation 
SF SARA 4 Jun. 

“Brewster’s” Warbler: Hutton Square Rd, 
Putnam Sta WASH 18 Jun (TL), ph & audio 
recording; Gamsey Pk SARA 6 Jun. 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler: 2 Freehold GREE 11 
Jun, nesting pair? 

Mourning Warbler: max 2 Hadley Mt SARA 
16 Jun; 2 Windham GREE 20 Jun. 
Blackburnian Warbler: max 23 
Rensselaerville SF ALBA 13 Jun. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: max 10 PRWMA 3 
Jun. 

Blackpoll Warbler: max 6 Plateau Mt GREE 1 
Jun. 

Prairie Warbler: max 9 APBP 24 Jun. 

Canada Warbler: max 4 Amy’s Park WARR 
18 Jun. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Grasshopper Sparrow: max 4 FtEG 23 Jun. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: max 2 FtEG 11 Jun-5 
Jul, only reports. 

Vesper Sparrow: max 2 Saratoga Cty Airport 
SARA 5 Jun. 

Savannah Sparrow: max 16 FtEG 27 Jun; 16 
OCA 22 Jul. 

Swamp Sparrow: max 25 BCM 4 Jun. 

E. Towhee: max 19 APBP 11 Jun; 19 SNHP 10 
Jul. 

Scarlet Tanager: max 5 Grafton Lakes SP 
RENN 19 Jun. 

Indigo Bunting: max 11 SNHP 10 Jul. 
Bobolink: max 300 OCA 4 Aug. 

Orchard Oriole: max 10 SNHP 10 Jul. 
Baltimore Oriole: max 15 APBP 5 Aug. 

Red Crossbill: max 14 Rensselaerville SF 
ALBA 1 Jun. 

Pine Siskin: max 5 T Providence SARA 5 Jun. 
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REGION 9—HUDSON-DELAWARE 


Michael Bochnik 

70 Hutchinson Boulevard, Mt Vernon, NY 10552 
BochnikM@cs.com 

The summer was very warm and dry. The record warmth was mainly due to 
relatively high minimum temperatures for most days. June was 2.5° F warmer 
than normal, and only 2.03" of rain fell on Poughkeepsie, where the average is 
4.43". Five of the first six months of the year were below normal precipitation. 
July was even warmer, coming in 3.9° higher. Despite the warmth, only one day 
was a scorcher, when Poughkeepsie hit 98° for a high on 22 July. The month 
was wet, mainly due to over 2.2" of rain on 31 July. August was even hotter, 
4.1° above normal, with only 2.2" of rain, putting the year’s precipitation at an 
even greater deficit with drought conditions developing. 

Andrew Farnsworth had quite a day on Hen Island off the City of Rye 
during the Greenwich-Stamford Summer Bird Count on 12 June. On the Island 
he found 65 species, including: a Brant, female Red-breasted Merganser, 
Common Loon, 28 Great Egret, 34 Snowy Egret, 19 Black-crowned Night- 
Heron, 5 Osprey, 4 Clapper Rail, 22 American Oystercatcher, a Black-bellied 
Plover, a Semipalmated Plover, a Spotted Sandpiper, 16 Willet with clear 
breeding activity, 11 Ruddy Turnstone, a Sanderling, 2 Dunlin, 16 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, 5 Laughing Gull, 94 Common Tern, 2 Forster's Tern, 
a Purple Martin, and 2 Saltmarsh Sparrow. 

Osprey nesting continues to expand. A nest was found south of Beacon by 
the Mearns Bird Club in June. Carena Pooth photographed the nest with two 
young. This is Dutchess County’s first nest since 1923. 

Willets continue to nest on Hen Island in the sound, but three very young 
“puffball” chicks with two adults at Marshlands Conservancy suggest they may 
have expanded breeding onto the mainland. 

Forster’s Terns plus a few Caspian Terns were noted in a number of places 
up the Hudson River from the end of July through August. 

Curt McDermott, along with his wife and daughter, found a Snowy Owl at 
the Shawangunk and Wallkill Correctional facilities just to the East of the 
Shawangunk Grasslands on 12 June. Ken McDermott was able to drive by and 
see the bird as well. The bird was seen the next few days. It was picked up by a 
rehabilitator after being seen on the ground suffering from the heat. The owl was 
a previously rehabilitated and released bird. It had been shot, treated the Raptor 
Trust, and then released on 29 March at the Shawangunk Grasslands NWR. It 
was probably present at the correctional facility for two months. 

A pair of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers found at a nest hole in Mountain 
Lakes Park in early June was seen feeding young on 26 June. This is the first 
confirmed breeding in Westchester County. Birds recorded in the summer the 
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last two years plus another at Cross River Reservoir on 26 June suggest there 
may be other breeding pairs as well. 

There was a small incursion into non-breeding areas of Red-breasted 
Nuthatch in late June. A nest cam on a Wood Thrush nest in Rockefeller State 
Park recorded a visit by a Southern Flying Squirrel in mid-July. The three 
nestlings did not survive. 

On 3 July, Tom Burke found an immature “Brewster’s” Warbler with an 
adult male Blue-winged Warbler along the Blue Lake Trail in Sterling Forest. 
Two hundred yards further up the trail an immature “Brewster’s” Warbler with 
an adult female Golden-winged Warbler was found. Could the four birds be 
from the same pairing? 

Other notable species include: Mississippi Kite, American. Coot, 
Whimbrel, Black Skimmer, Merlin, Saltmarsh Sparrow, Blue Grosbeak, and 
Pine Siskin. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Kathleen Ashman, John Askildsen, Scott Baldinger, Gail Benson, Diane Bliss, 
Kelli Bochnik, Michael Bochnik, Arlene Borko, Tom Burke, Todd Cameron. 
Steve Chorvas, Jim Clinton, Jim Clinton Jr, Mary Collier, Chris Cording, Renee 
Davis, Mark DeDea, Evan Edelbaum, Sarah Edwards, Andrew Farnsworth, 
Valerie Freer, Eamon Freiburger, James R. Gmelin, Gloria Gorell, Frances 
Greenberg, Christine Guarino, John Haas, Sarah Hansen, Ken Harris, David 
Hayes, Valerie Heemstra, Deborak Krai, Mike Kravatz, Kimberly Leonard, Paul 
Lewis, Barbara Mansell, Curt McDermott, Ken McDermott, Karen Miller, 
Sandy Morrissey, Frank Murphy, Dixon Onderdonk, Alan Peterson, Linda 
Pistolesi, Carena Pooth, Laurie Preisendanz, Scott Rando, Sue Rayano, Eric 
Reubel, Susan Rogers, Joseph Ruggeri, Matthew Rymkiewicz, Jim 
Schlickenrieder, Peter Schoenberger, Linda Scrima, Phil Shea, Judy & Win 
Stevens, Peter Stewart, Rob Stone, Anne Swaim, Herb Thompson, Benjamin 
Van Doren, Kent Warner, Angus Wilson, Sandra Wright, Jim Yates, Matt 
Zietler. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


CPP - Croton Pt P; EGR - Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary; MC - Marshlands 
Conservancy; PP - Piermont Pier; RNC - Rye Nature Center; SGNWR - 
Shawangunk Grasslands NWR. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

Snow Goose: Camel Farm 19-19,26 Aug (KM, 
DB, LS) 

Brant: Hen I, Rye 12 Jun (AF); 4 PP 24,25 Jun 
(EE). 


N. Pintail: Momingside P 7, 8 Aug (JH), first 
summer record for SULL; 2 Black Dirt region 
10 Aug (SB, KA). 

Green-winged Teal: 2 MC 18 Jun. 
Ring-necked Duck: Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
21 Jul-31 Aug(LT, SM). 
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Hooded Merganser: Old Greenhaven Beach, 
Rye 12 Jun; Bashakill 28 Jun; Neversink R 3 
Jul; juv Doodletown 29 Jul. 

Com. Merganser: 1 ad, 19 juv Neversink R 4 
Jun. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Hen I, Rye 12 Jun 
(AF); PP 23, 25 Jun, 8 Jul (LPi). 

Ruffed Grouse: 2 Beacon 4 Jul, now scarce in 
DUTC. 

Com. Loon: Rhinecliff 2 Jun; Hen I, Rye 12 
Jun; Delaware R, Sparrow Bush 30 Jun. 
Pied-billed Grebe: Neversink R 7 Jul; 2 
Rockefeller SP 11 Jul. 

Am. Bittern: Saugerties 2 Jun; 2 Bashakill 5 
Jun; High Falls 16 Jul; Amenia 7 Aug. 

Least Bittern: Amenia 7 Jun; Coleman Station 
8 Jun; Tivoli Bays 14 Jun; 2 Bashakill 18 Jun; 3 
Bashakill 21 Jun; Saugerties 8 Jul; 2 Kingston 
Pt 10 Jul; Thompson Pd 3 Aug. 

Great Egret: 28 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; 9 Bashakill 
2 Aug; max 67 Esopus Meadows Lighthouse P 
4 Aug. 

Snowy Egret: 34 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; 2-4 
Stanfordville 31 Jul-13 Aug; Wallkill 6 Aug; 8 
Tamarack L 22 Aug. 

Little Blue Heron: 1-2 Stanfordville 31 Jul, 1, 

6 Aug (DK, CP, HT, BM); Wapinger L 21 Aug. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: 19 Hen I, Rye 

12 Jun. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: MC 24 Jun; 1- 
2 PP 7, 8 Jul (LPi, EE). 

Glossy Ibis: 2 Liberty Marsh 25-26 Jul (RS, 

LS, DK); Amenia 5,6 Aug (J&WS). 

HAWKS - LARIDS 

Osprey: 5 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; nest south of 
Beacon Jun-Jul, first nest for DUTC since 1923. 
Mississippi Kite: Sterling Forest 9 Jun 
(NYRBA). 

N. Goshawk: Stanfordville 20 Aug. 

Clapper Rail: 1-2 MC 1, 3 Jun, 1, 7, 26 Jul, 18 
Aug; 4 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun. 

Sora: 1-2 Mudder Kill Swamp 2, 24 Jun, 3 Jul. 
Com. Gallinule: Amenia 7,25 Jun; 2 ad, 6 yg 
Saugerties 26 Jun; 5 Bashakill 4 Aug. 

Am. Coot: Amenia 7 Aug (MD,JP,WT). 
Black-bellied Plover: Hen I, Rye 12 Jun. 
Semipalmated Plover: Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; 
Momingside P 31 Jul; 2 Momingside P 2 Aug. 
Am. Oystercatcher: 22 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun. 
Spotted Sandpiper: Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; 3 
Apollo Plaza 21 Jul. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Pine Plains 3 Jul; 1-2 
Wallkill NWR 3,4 Jul; 3 Momingside P 7 Aug. 
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Willet: 16 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun (AF), with clear 
breeding activity; 2 ad, 3 very young “puffball” 
chicks MC 30 Jun (TB). 

Upland Sandpiper: 2 SGNWR4, 18 Jun; 
SGNWR 20-22 Jun. 

Whimbrel: PP 9 Jul (EE). 

Ruddy Turnstone: 11 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; EGR 
18 Aug. 

Sanderling: Hen I, Rye 12 Jun. 

Dunlin: 2 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Esopus Meadows 
5, 6, 28 Aug. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: CPP 26 Aug, ph. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Momingside P 9 Aug; 
Esopus Meadows 2, 3, 5, 6 Aug; Pine plains 28, 
31 Aug. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: 16 Hen I, Rye 12 
Jun. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Wallkill NWR 4 Jul; 

2 Blue Chip Farm 9 Jul; Pine Plains 10 Jul; 2 
MC 25 Jul; Sharon Station 27 Jul; MC 12 Aug. 
Bonaparte's Gull: Esopus Meadows 6 Aug; 
Hyde P 26 Aug. 

Laughing Gull: Kingston Pt 5 Jun, 21,28 Aug; 
5 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; Sleightsburgh 20 Aug. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Croton-on-Hudson 
25 Jul (AS, JG, SE, GG, PL). 

Least Tern: 3 MC 25 Jul. 

Caspian Tern: 2 Croton-on-Hudson 25 Jul; 2 
Sleightsburgh 31 Jul; Esopus Meadows 5 Aug. 
C. Tern: 94 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; Yonkers 29 Jul. 
Forster’s Tern: 2 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; PP 25,28 
Jul, 3 Yonkers 29 Jul; 3 Piermont 1 Aug; 2 MC 
12, 22 Aug; 7 PP 7, 11 Aug; 3 Esopus 
Meadows Lighthouse P 8 Aug; 9-10 PP 12,13 
Aug; 3 PP 16, 18 Aug. 

Black Skimmer: 3 MC 3 Jun (TB, GB). 

PIGEONS - PARROTS 

Barn Owl: 2ad, 3 im Gardiner 2 Jun. 

Snowy Owl: Shawangunk and Wallkill 
Correctional facilities 12-17 Jun (CM, KMc, 
KMi), previously rehabilitated and released 
bird, intro. 

Com. Nighthawk: max 1000 over New Paltz 
25 Aug (CG). 

E. Whip-poor-will: 2 Dover Plains 2 Jun; 
Woodstock 26 Jun; Clinton Comers 2 Aug. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: max 10-20 
Gramsville 10 Aug. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 10 Weston Swamp 
10 Jun; Muscoot Farm 9 Jul; Rhinebeck 11 Jun; 
Thompson P 3 Aug. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: pair at nest hole 
Mountain Lakes P 5, 19 Jun (SW, ER); feeding 
young Mountain Lakes 26 Jun (PL), ph, first 
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confirmed breeding in WEST; Cross River Res 
26 Jun (GB). 

Merlin: Woodboume 8 Jun (VF, MC); 
Kingston 5,27 Jul; Momingside P 1 Aug (JH). 


FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Vanderbuilt 30 Aug. 
E. Wood-Pewee: 6 Bashakill 4 Aug. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 4 Slide Mt 4 Jun. 
Acadian Flycatcher: Wurtsboro 1 Jun; 2 
Taconic Hereford Multiple Use Area 2, 3 Jul; 
Pawling Nature Reserve 21 Jul. 

Alder Flycatcher: 2 Chappaqua 12 Jun. 
Philadelphia Vireo: Six and a Half Station Rd 
Sanctuary 18 Aug; Ulster Park 25 Aug; Nuclear 
L 25 Aug. 

Purple Martin: Hen I, Rye 12 Jun; MC 14 Jun, 
12 Aug; colonies to the north doing well. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: small incursion into 
non breeding areas in late June. 

Marsh Wren: max 5 MC 7 Jul. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 2 singing 
Minnewaska State Park 20 Jun (DH). 

Bicknell’s Thrush: 12 Slide Mt 4 Jun (BY). 


LONGSPURS - WARBLERS 

“Brewster’s Warbler”: 2 imm, one with m 
Blue-winged, one with f Golden-winged 
Sterling Forest 3 Jul (TB), intro. 

Nashville Warbler: Rockefeller SP 31 Jul. 
Cerulean Warbler: 3 Fahnestock State Park 4 
Jun. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: CPP 22 Aug (PL, 
AS, LT), early, beats earliest record for Aug by 
1 day. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Hopeland Trails, 
Staatsburg 13-18,20, 23, 25, 26 Jun, 4, 5,14 
July. 

TOWHEES - WEAVERS 

Grasshopper Sparrow: 4 CPP 11,27 Jun; max 
14 SGNWR 10 Jun; CPP 21 Aug. 

Saltmarsh Sparrow: 2 Hen I, Rye 12 Jun 

(AF). 

Blue Grosbeak: ad m & f tending yng at nest 
site. Black Dirt Region 4, 5, 10 Aug (JH, KMi, 
SB, KA). 

Pine Siskin: 2 Parksville 17 Jun (SuRa) 


REGION 10-MARINE 

Patricia J. Lindsay 

28 Mystic Circle 
Bay Shore, NY 11706 
pjlindsay@optonline.net 

S. S. Mitra 

Biology Department, College Staten Island, 

2800 Victory Blvd., Staten Island, NY 10314 
Shaibal.Mitra@csi.cuny.edu 

Summer 2016 progressed from slightly to significantly warmer than normal, 
with August’s average coming in near 5° above the norm. July recorded seven 
days above 90°, including a “heat wave” 22-24 Jul, with 98° on the 23 rd the 
highest temperature for the month. On 10 August, a severe thunderstorm 
produced a weak and short-lived tornado in Mattituck, Suffolk County, as 
reported by the National Weather Service. Thunderstorms and strong damaging 
winds continued across the Region for the next several days, with 11-14 August 
climbing into the 90°s and topping out at 95°. The Region was not impacted by 
any tropical storms or hurricanes this season. 
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Central Park 

Islip 

Temp 

Mean 

Normal 

Deviation 

Mean 

Normal 

Deviation 

Jun 

72° 

71.4° 

+0.6° 

o 

On 

\o 

68.4° 

O 

in 

1 

+ 

Jul 

79° 

76.5° 

+2.5° 

IT 

73.9° 

+3.1° 

Aug 

o 

O 

00 

75.2° 

+4.8° 

o 

00 

72.8° 

+5.2° 



Central Park 

Islip 

Precip 

Total 

Normal 

Deviation 

Total 

Normal 

Deviation 

Jun 

2.60" 

4.41" 

-1.81" 

1.13" 

4.27" 

-3.14" 

Jul 

7.02" 

4.60" 

+2.42" 

3.22" 

3.43" 

-0.21" 

Aug_ 

1.96" 

4.44" 

-2.48" 

0.90" 

3.98" 

-3.08" 


Last summer we discussed the increasingly regular status of several resident 
and breeding species that were formerly absent or rare in the Region. Bald 
Eagles continue to be reported very widely, both in terms of dates and locations; 
Pileated Woodpecker is now regular on Staten Island; finally, Black Vulture is 
now frequent enough in the western portion of the Region, and Common Raven 
throughout the Region, that their statuses have been revised. They no longer will 
be denoted as requiring documentation in Region 10 (i.e., they will no longer be 
presented in all-capitals in the Species Accounts). Cliff Swallows summered 
again in the Bronx, with counts as high as 19 at Pelham Bay Park and up to three 
through June at Van Cortlandt Park. Yellow-throated Warblers were present 
again this summer along the Connetquot River in Suffolk County. 

Many pelagic birds arrived inshore on 3 June, when Manx, Cory’s, Great, 
and Sooty Shearwaters, plus Wilson’s Storm-Petrels were visible from sites such 
as Robert Moses SP, Cupsogue CP, and Shinnecock Inlet. Offshore, John 
Shemilt and associates once again made several extremely productive runs to the 
shelf-break and Continental Slope waters near and east of Hudson Canyon, and 
See Life Paulagics executed a highly successful overnight pelagic trip to this 
same general area at the end of the season. In what is becoming a familiar 
pattern, Black-capped Petrels and White-faced, Band-rumped, and Leach’s 
Storm-Petrels were encountered repeatedly. 

Regarding Jamaica Bay, we could repeat last year’s depressing summary 
almost word for word. Omitting the details, the last line fits well again for 
summer 2016: “the numbers of Lesser Yellowlegs, Stilt Sandpipers, Short-billed 
Dowitchers, and other species that traditionally feed as well as roost on the East 
Pond remained alarmingly low.” 

On a much more positive note, the freshwater pools at Jones Beach were 
highly productive this summer, attracting the species just named, as well as 
scarce migrants such as Sora and Wilson’s Phalarope. And again, the flats and 
bars at Old Inlet in Bellport Bay were highly productive, especially for sandbar 
specialists such as Sanderling (max 4,500 on 23 July) and Marbled Godwit (max 
12 on 28 August). In contrast, the Moriches Inlet flats were reputed to have lost 
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much of their allure for rarities, but they still managed to produce a Sandwich 
Tern and several Arctic Terns, as well as robust counts of many common 
shorebirds. 

Rarities included Black-capped Petrel, Audubon’s Shearwater, White-faced 
Storm-Petrel, Leach’s Storm-Petrel, Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, White-faced 
Ibis, Mississippi Kite, Black-necked Stilt, Ruff, Long-tailed Jaeger, Bridled 
Tern, Arctic Tern, Sandwich Tern, and Rufous Hummingbird. 


CONTRIBUTORS 

Bob Adamo, Pat Aitken, Deb Allen, Bob Anderson, Richard Aracil, Dominic 
Auld, Seth Ausubel, Andrew Baksh, Catherine Barron, Rob Bate, Ed Becher, 
Dick Belanger, Bill Belford, Matthieu Benoit, Gail Benson, Bobby Berlingeri, 
Shane Blodgett, Brent Bomkamp, Ardith Bondi, Ron Bourque, Stephen Brenner, 
A. Burke, Thomas W. Burke, Ben Cacace; Vince Cagno, Keith Cashman, Cesar 
Castillo, Steve Chang, Anthony Ciancimino, Anthony Collerton, John Collins, 
Mike Collins, Mike Cooper, Keegan Corcoran, Jim Cullen, Dale Dancis, Robert 
DeCandido, Joe DiCostanzo, Patrice Domeischel, Kathy Drake, Alan Drogin, 
Jacob Drucker, Tim Dunn, Linda Ewing, Mike Farina, Andrew Farnsworth, Ken 
& Sue Feustel, Corey Finger, Tom Fiore, Howie Fischer, Brendan Fogarty, 
Richard Fried, Karen Fung, Doug Futuyma, John Gaglione, Ed Gaillard, Arie 
Gilbert, Joe Giunta (JGi), John Gluth, Douglas Gochfeld; Isaac Grant, Tim 
Green, Robert Grover, Andy Guthrie, Ethan Gyllenhaal, John Haas, Alex Hale, 
Bill Hanley, Tim Healy, Gillian Henry, Mike Higgiston, Joel & Margaret 
Horman, Sam Jannazzo, Phil Jeffrey, Rob Jett, Tom Johnson, John Keane, Rich 
Kelly, J. Kent, Gus Keri, Brendan Keogh, HJ Kim, Marie King, Dave Klauber, 
Stephen Knox, Artie Koppelman, Robert J. Kurtz, Dave LaMagna, Mary Laura 
Lamont, Anthony J. Lauro, Tim Lenz, Patricia J. Lindsay, Rob Longiaru, Heydi 
Lopes, T. Lowery, Ethan Maitra, Joshua Malbin, Laura Mandel, Alan Mart, 
Peter Martin, Michael McBrien, Mike McBrien, Jay McGowan, Hugh 
McGuinness, Nico Mendoza, Stacy & Kurt Meyerheinrich, Mari Michealis, Eric 
Miller, Kenny Miller, Shai S. Mitra, Malcolm Monitz, Tom Moran, Pete Morris 
(PMo), Michael Mulqueen, Lukas Musher, Sally Newbert, Mary Normandia, 
NY Rare Bird Alert; Russ Ogden, Todd Olsen, Pat Palladino, Bob Paxton, 
Anders Peltomaa, Aidan Perkins, Tom Perlman, Stephane Perreault, Sarah 
Plimpton, Jacqueline Poblete, Will Pollard, Peter Post, Jay Powell, Tom Preston, 
Bob Proneiwych, Joan Quinlan, Kier Randall, Ricki Ravitts, Mike Resch, Ari 
Rice, Derek Rogers, Enrico Rosati, Bob Rossetti, Jack Rothman, Elizabeth 
Rouleau, Emily Runnells, Mickey Ryan, Mike & Lynne Scheibel, Steve 
Schellenger, Sy Schiff, Jim Schlickenreider, Michael Schrimph, Eileen 
Schwinn, John Sepenoski, Michael Shanley (MSh), Robin Shea, John Shemilt, 
Sean Sime, Lonnie Somer, Jordan Spindel, Lloyd Spitalnik, Frank Stetler, 
Jonathan Stocker, Lee Stocker, Taylor Sturm, Kimberly Sucy, Anne Swaim, 
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Robert Taylor, Steve Terr, Ken Thompson, Kathleen Toomey, Kevin Topping, 
Phil Uruburu, Richard R. Veit, Lance Verderame, Joe Viglietta, Steve Walter, 
Bob Washburn, Drew Weber, Alex Wilson (AWi); Angus Wilson (AnW), 
Russell Winter, Heather Wolf, Seth Wollney, Michael Yuan, Ryan Zucker. 

ABBREVIATIONS 


CICrP - Coney I Creek P, KING; CP - Central P, NEWY; CRSP - Connetquot 
R SP, SUFF; EPCAL - former Grumman property, Calverton, SUFF; FBF - 
Floyd Bennett Field, KING; GGI - Great Gull I, SUFF; HudCan - Hudson 
Canyon, pelagic, SUFF; Jam Bay - Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, 
QUEE/KING; JBWE - Jones Beach SP West End, NASS; JBSP - Jones Beach 
SP, NASS; LI - Long Island; MI - Moriches Inlet, SUFF; Mt Loretto - Mount 
Loretto Unique Area, RICH; Old Inlet - Old Inlet, Bellport Bay, SUFF; 
OMNSA - Oceanside Marine Nature Study Area, NASS; PP - Prospect P, 
KING; RMSP - Robert Moses SP, SUFF; Shinn - Shinnecock Inlet; SantCr - 
Santapogue Creek, SUFF; SLP - See Life Paulagics trips. 


WATERFOWL - VULTURES 

American Wigeon: SantCr, SUFF 4 Jun thru 3 
Jul (PMo), unus in summer in SUFF. 

Greater Scaup: arr CICrP & Shinn 27 Aug. 
Lesser Scaup: SantCr, SUFF 4 Jun (PMo), 
unus in summer in SUFF. 

Common Eider: scarce along South Shore LI. 
Surf Scoter: small numbers South Shore LI 
thru early June. 

White-winged Scoter: SMSP 1 & 12 Aug 
(K&SF), most notable of a handful of reps. 
Black Scoter: widespread RICH to Montauk. 
Long-tailed Duck: singles Breezy Pt, QUEE & 
Shinn during June. 

Bufflehead: Wertheim NWR, SUFF 12 Jun (R. 
Ogden), v. scarce in summer SUFF 
Hooded Merganser: Jam Bay, SantCr, SUFF, 
and Wertheim NWR, SUFF. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Rep from 7 sites 
along oceanfront. 

Ruddy Duck: up to 4 Jam Bay thru; 3 PP 3-10 
Jun; Hempstead L SP, SUFF 2 Jun; 
Blydenburgh CP, SUFF 8 Jun; 8 Sagg 23 & 29 
Jul (HMcG). 

N. Bobwhite: a few inds plausibly natural on 
North Fork; all others directly attrituable to 
recent releases. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: few reports; apart 
from coastal sw LI, most of doubtfully natural 
origins. 

Pied-billed Grebe: CP Reservoir 26 Jul (L. 
Mandel), early and in unus loc; general arrival 
ca. 19 Aug. 


Horned Grebe: alt Mt. Sinai Harbor (A. 
Perkins), unus in summer. 

BLACK-CAPPED PETREL near “The 
Claw,” offshore SUFF 19 Aug (JSh, RF, AnW); 
SLP trip made several counts of multiple birds 
near the shelf-break, e of HudCan 29 Aug (DGo 
et al.); with improving coverage, emerging as a 
regular summer visitant to appropriate offshore 
waters. 

Cory's Shearwater: arr in numbers along 
ocean shores 3 Jun, max 83 RMSP 5 Jun (PMo, 
TS); offshore, individual counts generally 
single digits; highest counts were 250 over 35 
miles of shelf waters south of Montauk 7 Aug 
(S. Meyerheinrich et al.) and 210 over 15 miles 
of shelf waters north of HudCan 29 Aug (SLP; 
DGo et al ). 

Great Shearwater: small numbers arr along 
ocean coast 3 Jun, with no large counts; this 
summer’s many offshore counts were all single¬ 
digit except for a few from the Montauk whale 
watch trips, max 125 on 7 Aug (S. 
Meyerheinrich et al.). 

Sooty Shearwater: small numbers from ocean 
vantages 3 Jun and over the following days, 
max 20 Montauk Pt, SUFF 6 Jun (J. Giunta); 
very few reports offshore, but small numbers 
persisted through Aug over the Montauk shelf 
waters. 

Manx Shearwater: RMSP 3 Jun (SSM); 2 
shelf waters s Shinn 3 Jun (JSh, DR, AnW); 
several reps of 1-3 Jul-Aug off Montauk. 
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AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER: one offshore 
SUFF 3 Jun (Jsh, DR, AnW) was early; JSh and 
associates recorded others, up to 6 at a time, 24 
Jul and 15, 18, and 19 Aug; the SLP group 
recorded many encounters 29 Aug, with local 
counts up to 12 along the canyons e of HudCan. 
Wilson's Storm-Petrel: counts up to 32 and 40 
along ocean shore 3 Jun (SSM et al.); largest of 
many, mostly small, offshore counts were 115 
near HudCan 29 Aug (SLP; DGo et al.) and 313 
near Me Master Canyon 8 Jul (JSh, DR, AnW). 
WHITE-FACED STORM-PETREL: 
multiple reports from offshore SUFF: one 15 
Aug and two 18 Aug (JSh); two singles 19 Aug 
(JSh, DR, K. Corcoran); three singles 29 Aug 
(SLP; DGo, mob); with improving coverage, 
emerging as a regular summer visitant to 
appropriate offshore waters. 

LEACH'S STORM-PETREL: max 200 s of 
the “The Claw” HudCan 4 Jun (JSh, DR, 

AnW); also recorded in smaller numbers (1-18) 
8 & 24 Jul and 19&29 Aug. 

BAND-RUMPED STORM-PETREL: three 
counts of 2, 3, and 3 offshore SUFF 19 Aug 
(JSh, DR, AnW); several counts, up to 22, 
offshore SUFF 29 Aug (SLP; DGo, mob); with 
improving coverage, emerging as a regular 
summer visitant to appropriate offshore waters. 
Brown Pelican: after zero reports last summer, 
summer 2016 was quite productive: RMSP 4 
Jun (JG1, PJL, SSM); 2 Smith Pt CP, SUFF 7 
Jul (F. Stetler), possibly overlapping with 4 MI 
the same day (MMcB, mob); 2 Ponquogue 
Bridge, Southampton, SUFF 25 Jul (Lee 
Stocker); Halsey Neck Beach, Southampton, 
SUFF 6 Aug (N. Mendoza). 

American Bittern: MI 18 Jun (H. Lopes et al.), 
site of suspected breeding in the past; rare in 
summer. 

Least Bittern: CRSP 4 Jun (K&SF), ph. 
Tricolored Heron: almost all singles, 6 sites 
RICH, QUEE, NASS, SUFF; much scarcer than 
formerly, needs monitoring. 

WHITE-FACED IBIS: Jam Bay 5-25 Jun 
(ABk, mob); Captree I, SUFF 3 Jul (MMcB). 

HAWKS-LARIDS 

Black Vulture: many reps RICH and NEWY; 
Green-Wood Cemetery, RICH 26 Jun (G. 
Henry), easternmost; intro. 

Bald Eagle: many reports across Region and 
throughout the season. 

MISSISSIPPI KITE: Mt. Loretto, RICH 1 Jun 
(ACi). 

Sora: OMNSA 27 Jul (M. Farina); Jam Bay 12- 
15 Aug (mob); JBWE 18-19 Aug (mob). 
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Common Gallinule: River Road Marshes, 
RICH 23 Jul (ACi). 

Am. Coot: SantCr 4 Jul & 3 Jul (PMo); 3 Sag 
Harbor 19 Aug (A. Mart). 

BLACK-NECKED STILT: Shirley Marina, 
SUFF 2-6 Jun (R. Shea, mob). 

American Avocet: 5 Squire Pd, Red Creek Pd, 
SUFF 15 Jul (V. Cagno, mob). 

American Oystercatcher: max 275 JBSP 20 
Aug (K. Feustel). 

American Golden-Plover: arr 13 Aug JBSP 
(E. Maitra). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: max 85 JBWE 21 Aug 
(TH, BF); max for Jam Bay was just 65 on 16 
Jul, very low; intro. 

Whimbrel: max 6 Old Inlet 15 Jul (DR, M. 
Scheibel). 

Marbled Godwit: max 12 Old Inlet 28 Aug 
(DR). 

Stilt Sandpiper: arr 12 Jul Jam Bay (DGo, 

SB); max 13 Jam Bay 12 Aug (IG), very low; 
intro ; high counts further east included up to 5 
JBWE and 4 Timber Pt, SUFF. 

Sanderling: max 4500 Old Inlet 23 Jul (DR). 
Baird's Sandpiper: Jam Bay 28 Aug (M. 
Monitz, S. Brenner); Plumb Beach, KING 28- 
31 Aug (mob). 

Least Sandpiper: max 500 Jam Bay 30 Aug 
(Jay Powell, Kimberly Sucy). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: max 18 JBWE 24 
Aug (K. Feustel). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: arr 24 Aug; max 8 
Riverhead Sod Fields, SUFF 28 Aug (AnW). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: max 1100 Jam Bay 

19 Aug (SB). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: max 6 JBWE 21 Aug 
(TD, JG1, PMo). 

RUFF: Jam Bay 25 Jun-1 Jul (K. Feustel, 
mob). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: max 950 MI 17 Jul 
(PMo, PJL, SSM). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: arr Timber Pt, SUFF 5 
Aug (JG1); max 6 Jam Bay 21 Aug (M. Ryan). 
Wilson's Phalarope: Jam Bay 11-12 Jun 
(mob); JBWE 1 Aug (mob). 

Red-necked Phalarope: Jam Bay 4 Jun (mob). 
LONG-TAILED JAEGER: three reports from 
shelf-break e of HudCan: 15 & 19 Aug (JSh et 
al.) and 29 Aug (SLP; DGo, mob). 
Black-headed Gull: Jam Bay 7, 14 Aug (mob). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: many reps of 1-2 
imm along oceanfront thru period, with higher 
counts (all imms) in early Jun and again in Aug: 
4 JBSP 5 Jun (TH), 3 Democrat Pt, SUFF 4 Jun 
(SSM et al.), 3 Old Inlet 17 Jun (DR), 18 JBWE 
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1 Aug (BF), 26 JBSP 21 Aug (BF, TH), and 16 
Sailor’s Haven, SUFF 27 Aug (DR). 

BRIDLED TERN: GGI13 Aug (JDi, ph.). 
ARCTIC TERN: just two reps from MI: ad 2 
Jul (SSM, ph.); SY & TY 10 Jul (PMo, TS, 
ph.). 

SANDWICH TERN: MI 25 Jul (PMo et al., 
ph.). 

PIGEONS-PARROTS 

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: Elizabeth 
Morton NWR, SUFF 27-31 Aug (mob, ph.). 
Red-headed Woodpecker: RMSP 15 Jun(J. 
Stocker), unus site-date combination. 
PILEATED WOODPECKER (RIO): now 
regular RICH. 

FLYCATCHERS-WAXWINGS 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: CP 4 Jun, last 
northbound; arr southbound 8 Aug; Meadow 
Croft Estate, SUFF 27 Aug (DR), furthest east. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: arr CP 14 Aug (M. 
Collins); PP 18 Aug (K. Miller). 

Eastern Kingbird: max 432 CICrP 23 Aug 
(DGo, SB). 

Common Raven: widely reported throughout; 
intro. 

Cliff Swallow: Four Sparrow Marsh, KING 4 
Jun (H.Lopes, J. Malbin), last northbound; 
summer max 19 Pelham Bay P, BRON 30 Jun 
(M. Benoit); 1-3 Van Cortland P, BRON thru 
Jun; RMSP 23 Aug (K. Feustel); Cupsogue CP, 
SUFF 28 Aug (T. Lenz, J. McGowan). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: max 6 CICrP 27 Aug 
(T. Preston). 


Swainson's Thrush: Hempstead SP, NASS 4 
Jun (JG1), late; arr southbound Kissena P, 

QUEE 7 Aug (J. Keane, ph.), v. early. 

LONGSPURS-WARBLERS 

Worm-eating Warbler: CP 6 Jun (E. Rouleau) 
& Forest P, QUEE 9 Jun (CF), unus dates; arr 
CP 12 Aug; general arr 20 Aug. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: max 3 PP 8 Aug (K. 
Toomey). 

Northern Waterthrush: max 23 CICrP 23 
Aug (DGo, S. Blodgett). 

Golden-winged Warbler: PP 19 Aug (L. 
Ewing); Cemetery of the Resurrection, RICH 
24 Aug (ACi, M. King). 

Prothonotary Warbler: CRSP 4 Jun (K&SF). 
Kentucky Warbler: CP 13 Aug (G. Henry). 
American Redstart: max 95 CICrP 27 Aug 
(DGo). 

Yellow Warbler: 63 Belmont L area, SUFF 4 
Jun (BBe et al.), illustrative of breeding density. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: CP 7 Aug, followed 
by 5 reps 18 Aug and later; early. 
Yellow-throated Warbler: CRSP & vie thru. 

TOWHEES-WEAVERS 

Summer Tanager: Heckscher SP, SUFF 4 Jun 
(JGl, ph.); 2 EPCAL 4 Jun (ACo et al.). 

Blue Grosbeak: 2-3 Mt Loretto thru Jun (mob), 
2 Freshkills, RICH 26 Jun (R. Zucker), FBF 27 
Jul (DGo, SSi), pair with 2 yng Calverton, 

SUFF 23 Jul (E. Gyllenhaal, A. Hale), 
Bridgehampton, SUFF 1 Jun (J. Giunta). 
Dickcissel: Lemon Cr Pier, RICH 16 Aug 
(ACi). 



332 


The Kingbird 2016 December; 66 (4) 


STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS 


Regional rarities appear in BOLD; county names are shortened to their first four 
letters and appear in UPPER CASE letters; months are shortened to their first 
three letters. In species accounts: number of individuals omitted implies that one 
individual was reported; ! - details seen by Regional Editor; ad - adult; Alt - 
Alternate plumage; Am. - American; arr - arrival or first of season; BBS - 
Breeding Bird Survey; BOTS - bird of the season; CBC - Christmas Bird 
Count; CO - confirmed nesting; Com. - Common; E. - Eastern; FL - fledgling; 
FY - adult feeding young; I - Island; imm - immature; intro - see introduction 
to report; juv - juvenile; L - Lake; max - maximum; mob - multiple observers; 
N. - Northern; NYSDEC - New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation; NWR - National Wildlife Refuge; NYSARC - report to New 
York State Avian Records Committee; P - park; Pd - Pond; ph - photographed; 
Pt - Point; Res - Reservoir; Ri - River; SP - State Park; spm - specimen; subad 
- subadult; T - Town of; thru - throughout period; Twn - township; W. - 
Western; WMA - Wildlife Management Area; y - young. 

REPORTING REGIONS 

Regional boundaries coincide with county lines, except at: 

Region 1-Region 2 in Orleans, Genesee and Wyoming Counties: 

the boundary is NY Route 98 from Pt. Breeze to Batavia; 

NY Route 63 from Batavia to Pavilion, and NY Route 19 
from Pavilion to the Allegany County line. 

Region 2-Region 3 in Ontario County: 

the boundary is Mud Creek to NY Route 64, NY Route 64 
from Bristol Center to S. Bristol Springs, and Route 21 
from S. Bristol Springs to the Yates County line. 

Region 3-Region 5 in Cayuga County: 

the boundary is NY Route 31. 

REPORTING DEADLINES 

Winter Season: December, January, February 
Deadline is 7 March 
Spring Season: March, April, May 
Deadline is 7 June 
Summer Season: June, July, August 
Deadline is 7 September 
Fall Season: September, October, November 
Deadline is 7 December 
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